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May 25… Memorial Day Alert on Immigration What’s Happening? “There are ways to create a humane system and also ensure that immigrants are complying with the law,” Bishop DiMarzio said. “But we have created a detention industry in this country which preys upon the vulnerability of our fellow human beings, the vast majority of whom are not criminals.” Donald Kerwin, Executive Director of the Center for Migration Studies, pointed to the prevalence of for-profit companies, which view detention as a business opportunity, in administering detention facilities. “Detention policy, which directly impacts the human rights and dignity of persons, should not be driven by a profit motive. Detention wastes not only government funds, but the human potential of hundreds of thousands of persons each year.” (USCCB)



Action One: Prayer Heavenly Father, on this Memorial Day, we pray for those who courageously laid down their lives for the cause of freedom. May the examples of their sacrifice inspire in us the selfless love of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Bless the families of our fallen troops, and fill their homes and their lives with Your strength and peace. In union with people of goodwill of every nation, embolden us to answer the call to work for peace and justice, and thus, seek an end to violence and conflict around the globe. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. (www.diocesepvd.org)



Action Two: Petitions/Calls/Letters Tell Senator Mark Kirk: Protect migrant child refugees fleeing violence and poverty: Petition:



http://action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/tell-senator-mark-kirk-protect-migrant-child-refugees-fleeing-violenceand-poverty?source=twitter-share-button



Facebook: Please share the petition on Facebook as well. The petition link has been shared on the CRLN and CNSC Facebook pages. You can re-share from there. Twitter: Ask @SenatorKirk to be a champion for migrant child refugees http://action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/tellsenator-mark-kirk-protect-migrant-child-refugees-fleeing-violence-and-poverty?source=twitter-share-button via @CRLN_LA @GroundswellMvmt



Contact your Illinois (Springfield) Representative Monday morning regarding HB 3528 (Financial Aid Availability for College Students Who Are Undocumented). Rep. Hernandez is the chief sponsor. Co-sponsors are Representatives Acevedo, Welch, Willis, Sims, Jr.; Guzzardi, Golar, Fine, Tabares, Ammons, Andrade, Soto, Burke, Chapa La Via. (look up your IL legislators here: http://www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/addressfinder.aspx) Sign this petition to support HB 3528 Equal Opportunity for Financial Aid for Undocumented Students: http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6220/c/1364/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=19793



Tell ICE: Release Melinda and her daughter from Karnes Family Detention Center: http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/tell-ice-to-release-melida.fb49?source=s.fb&r_by=4446809



Urge the Administration to end its policy of detaining mothers & children: http://actions.humanrightsfirst.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=11236



Call Gov. Rauner (217-782-0244) and thank him for restoring the programs that were cut on Good Friday and tell him not to make cuts for vulnerable groups in FY2016. Please do not balance the budget on the back of the poor and vulnerable. People need these services and programs. Tell the Obama Administration to End Family Detention! http://capwiz.com/pcusa/issues/alert/?alertid=65491631 Call your State Representative and Senator at their Springfield Office (look up your IL legislators here: http://www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/addressfinder.aspx) and tell them NO MORE CUTS! Let them know you are paying attention and that you are deeply outraged. Our most vulnerable have endured enough cuts. Send email to Sec. Jeh Johnson reminding him to keep his promise & stop detaining & deporting potential beneficiaries of DACA/DAPA: salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/51048/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=15759 Call 1-866-940-2439 to be connected with the offices of House Judiciary Committee Members and urge them to oppose H.R. 1149 and any similar legislation that would rollback TVPRA: Sample Script: As a person of faith, I urge Representative (NAME) to OPPOSE any rollbacks to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act & to oppose any proposal that reduces protections for migrant children, creates barriers for asylum seekers, and expands the use of immigration detention for children, including H.R. 1149 The Protection of Children Act. I urge the Representative to instead support legislation that protects vulnerable migrants & refugees seeking protection in the US. The US must find ways to reduce the violence these children face in their home countries and ensure that children who arrive to the US have access to the legal counsel & services they need.



Action Three: Education US Bishops “Unlocking Human Dignity” in Plan to Transform Detention System: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/when-detention-denies-dignity-bishops-offer-look-inside-us-migrant-refugee-policy19274/



Recommendations for Ending Detention: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donald-kerwin/a-plan-to-transform-the-usimmigrant-detention-system_b_7265064.html



ICE Announces New Standards for Family Detention: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/13/immigration-familydetention_n_7279572.html



NY Times Editorial on Ending Family Detention: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/15/opinion/end-immigrationdetention.html



Action Four: Events/Resources IWC is collecting supplies for mothers and children being released from detention and dropped off at the local Greyhound station. Registry: http://www.myregistry.com/organization/Interfaith-Welcome-Coalition-San-Antonio-TX/850453# Join protests to end family detention in your area: http://www.webelongtogether.org/endfamilydetention/events Admin. Relief Resources: https://cliniclegal.org/adminrelief & http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/issues/administrative-action-resources/



Action Five: Social Media Twitter: Access your member of Congress’ twitter handle at http://stuffthought.com/blog/113th-congress-twitter-handles/ Thank you for your efforts!
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