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MEDIA RELEASE April 25, 2017



Town Funds Youth Centre Extension HALTON HILLS, ON – “It’s part of a bigger strategy” said Halton Hills CAO, Brent Marshall. That’s the response to questions about the Town’s decision to fund the two youth centres in Georgetown and Acton to keep them operating until the end of December 2017. The centres were slated for closure in February following an announcement by Links2Care that they were pulling out of the business. The decision was made on the basis that they no longer could operate the facilities as they were unable to change their business model to adapt and meet youths’ increasingly complex needs. Bridge financing from Halton Region allowed the organization to continue operations until the end of June. Earlier this month Town Council approved $75,000 to keep the two facilities open until the end of the year. “This decision allows staff to continue the work they began several years ago to address the full suite of youth needs in Halton Hills,’ said Marshall. “It’s not about keeping the same facilities it’s about maintaining stability while we look at more sustainable solutions.” These solutions include the work of the Youth Services Network – a partnership-based committee of serving agencies co-chaired by Halton Region and the Town to identify, align and deliver required services. The inventory of needs being addressed by the network includes: homelessness, drop-in recreation, life skills, harm reduction and food. The continued operation of the youth centres and the ongoing work to address gaps and effectively align services for young people has not been lost on one of the centres’ key advocates, a youth facility user and champion. “It’s been really interesting working with the Town and understanding how they deliver services,” said Ivy-Lynne Hallis. “I became involved when I was concerned that the youth centres were closing. I’m really happy not only that the Town stepped up to support these facilities but also, that all of the needs of my peer group on so many different levels are being considered. I am happy to be a voice on the Youth Services Network.” Mayor Rick Bonnette agreed. “I said it before and I will say it again, our job at Council is to build a healthy community for all residents and this includes ensuring that the necessary services are in place for our young people. I’m very proud that the Town stepped up. This was an investment in our young people – to provide them some stability while staff continues to work with community partners via the Youth Services Network. The goal of course, is to develop and implement supports to help youth navigate the system and secure the services they need.”



-2-



About the Town of Halton Hills The Town of Halton Hills, with a population of approximately 60,000, consists of two urban centres, Georgetown and Acton, the Halton Hills Premier Gateway employment area, three hamlets – Glen Williams, Stewarttown and Norval – and several smaller settlements. Halton Hills has long been recognized for its natural beauty, active agricultural community, high quality of life and proximity to major centres, including Brampton, Mississauga and Toronto. The Town is ranked as one of the top small communities in Canada by a national magazine.



- 30 Communications Contact: Alex Fuller, Manager of Corporate Communications 905-873-2601, ext. 2412 [email protected] Media Contact: Warren Harris, Commissioner of Recreation and Parks 905-873 2601 ext. 2265 [email protected]
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