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Media Update 29 August 2016



UN Habitat Press Release Government of Pakistan is taking necessary initiatives to get accurate knowledge of urbanization As urban population is increasing, it is important to give more attention to sustainable growth and development Islamabad – 29 August, 2016: Pakistan’s increasing urban population and insufficient knowledge of the cities’ dynamics is resulting in lack of timely service delivery, resource allocation, and urban solutions by cities’ authorities. Spearheaded by the Ministry of Climate Change (MOCC) with technical assistance of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) funded by the Australian Government, the Joint Press Event, which confirmed the commitment of Government and sector partners to develop the ‘State of Pakistan Cities Report’, was held in Islamabad today. This report aims to present a well-informed analysis of the state of urbanization across Pakistan with quantitative and qualitative city-based data and takes a broader view that incorporates the economic alongside social, demographic, political and cultural aspects. It will support planners, administrators, and decision makers by provision of sufficient information to help them design effective urban solutions without leaving out vital segments of urban society. “Urbanization is as one of the challenging issues faced by Pakistan. Yet, at the same time it also offers immense opportunities for investments in addition to climate change mitigation and adaptation. Only far-reaching and calculated measures are the means to tackle it and for this purpose, the Government of Pakistan is leading the development of the State of Pakistan Cities’ Report to ensure that vital information can help planners, decision makers and society to produce better and improved urban solutions”, highlighted by Zahid Hamid, the Federal Minister for Climate Change.
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MNA Marvi Memon, Minister for State, commented, “Cities and urban areas are becoming increasingly important for our environment, for economic development and for the security, welfare and quality of life for a growing share of the world's population. I am glad to be a part of this initiative which will surely provide holistic knowledge for sustainable urban planning that is needed to meet both present and future challenges of Pakistan’s growing cities.” The State of Pakistan Cities Report will provide urban information and updated data on first level major cities of Pakistan, establish appropriate key urban indicators and baselines, analyse development trends and challenges and present potentials for investment and growth. It will build the capacity of relevant stakeholders for evidence-based decision making and monitoring in urban sector. The report will have an extensive policy impact created at city, provincial, and national levels particularly in relation to urban service delivery, land and housing, role of cities including their potential growth capacities and challenges, and will support the development of National Urban Framework or Guidelines and provincial level urban policies, and investment plans. Australian High Commissioner Margaret Adamson underlined that the Australian Government was pleased to support access to accurate and timely information upon which to base policy and planning decisions. “The development of the ‘State of Pakistan Cities’ report comes at a time when Pakistan’s cities, and many cities throughout the world, are under increasing pressure from population growth and environmental concerns, including as a result of climate change”, Ms Adamson said. "The report will provide vital data for planners, policy makers and legislators in responding to these challenges and equip Pakistan's cities to play their future role at the centre of the nation's economic and cultural activity." Neil Buhne, Resident Coordinator, United Nations in Pakistan – spoke about achieving SDG Goals. “When I first arrived in Pakistan in 1990, there were 120 million people, with 33m in urban areas. When I returned 9 months ago, there were 70-80m more Pakistani citizens, and the population in urban areas more than doubled to 80m people, causing paucity in urban services. Pakistan cannot meet the SDG’s by 2030 if there is not a rapid and big improvement in those services. But it is heartening to see that the government today is taking the lead with all stakeholders involved to provide better urban solutions through well-informed data in the form of State of Pakistan Cities Report 2016. The UN team in Pakistan will complement this by building partnerships, providing technical expertise and assistance, and P.O.BOX 1107, Fax: 227.1856, E-mail: [email protected], Web: www.unic.org.pk



supporting the implementation of programmes, with UN-Habitat as the UN agency specialising in issues of urban development which will play a crucial role”. For more information please contact: Zara Jamil – Communications focal point, UN-Habitat on [email protected] Faheem Ahmed – Chief Executive Officer, Syntax Communications on [email protected] Bushra Naz – Media and Public Diplomacy Officer – Australian High Commission Islamabad on [email protected] Zile Huma – Public Relations Officer, MOCC on [email protected] -ENDS-



***



UNICEF Statement Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake on the humanitarian pause in Aleppo, Syria NEW YORK, 26 August 2016 - “Today is another sad and dangerous day for the children in Syria, in particular those living in Aleppo. “Every child there – everyone affected – needs an immediate pause to the fighting in Aleppo, and every second of every minute counts when it comes to protecting and saving the lives of children. “UNICEF continues to be at the ready to provide urgently needed humanitarian assistance, including medicines, vaccines and nutritional supplements. “And we are standing by to support the assessment and repair of vital electricity and water facilities to provide safe drinking water to people all over Aleppo. “More than 100,000 children remain trapped in the eastern parts of the city since early July. P.O.BOX 1107, Fax: 227.1856, E-mail: [email protected], Web: www.unic.org.pk



“Over 35,000 people have been displaced in the western parts of the city. “The children of Aleppo must no longer live under constant fear of attack in what has become one of the most dangerous cities in the world. “But until there is peace, there is a desperate need for the humanitarian pauses, ceasefires and constant access necessary to save lives and save hope.” ###### About UNICEF UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org For further information please contact: Najwa Mekki, UNICEF New York, +1917 209 1804, [email protected] Farah Dakhlallah, UNICEF Middle East and North Africa, +962 79760 9270, [email protected]
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