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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women



Research & Publications of Dr. Meena Bhargava Books authored 1. State, Society and Ecology: Gorakhpur in Transition, 1750-1830, Revised Edition, Primus Books, New Delhi, 2014 (ISBN 978-93-80607-60-3). State, Society and Ecology: Gorakhpur in Transition, 1750-1830, Manohar, New Delhi, 1999 (ISBN 81-7304-281-0).



Book co-authored 1. Co-authored, Women, Education and Politics: The Women’s Movement and Delhi’s Indraprastha College, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2005 (ISBN 0 19 566911 8). Reprinted 2015.



Books edited 1. ed., Exploring Medieval India, Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries: Politics, Economy, Religion, Vol. I, Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi, 2010 (ISBN 978 81 250 4103 0). 2. ed., Exploring Medieval India, Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries: Culture, Gender, Regional Patterns, Vol. II, Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi, 2010 (ISBN 978 81 250 4104 7). 3. ed., The Decline of the Mughal Empire, Debates in Indian History and Society, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2014 (ISBN 13: 978-0-19-809056-4; ISBN 10: 0-19-809056-0).



Papers Published in Peer Reviewed Journals 1. ‘Narcotics and Drugs: Pleasure, Intoxication or Simply Therapeutic – North India, SixteenthSeventeenth Centuries’, The Medieval History Journal, Vol. 15, No. 1, April 2012. 2. ‘Forests, Wild Beasts and Supernatural Powers – A Folk Tale from Sunderbans’, Indian Folklife, A Quarterly Newsletter from National Folklore Support Centre, Theme Issue on Folklore and Environment, Serial No. 28, January 2008. 3. ‘Changing River Courses in North India: Calamities, Bounties, Strategies – Sixteenth to Early Nineteenth Centuries’, The Medieval History Journal, Special Issue: Coping with Natural Disasters in Pre-industrial Societies, Vol. X, Nos. I & II, January-December, 2007. 4. ‘Visibility Through Resistance: The Malangis and Salt Making in Eighteenth Century Bengal’, The Indian Historical Review, Theme Issue, Adivasis in Colonial India, Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, January 2006.
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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women 5. ‘Re-Visiting Medieval Indian History’, The Book Review, Education Special, Vol. XXIX, No. 10, October 2005. 6. ‘Forests, People and State: Continuities and Changes’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. XXXVII, No. 43, October 26-November 1, 2002 7. ‘From Purdah to Politics: Delhi’s Indraprastha College, 1940-47’, Women’s Link, Theme Issue ‘Women And Political Participation’, Vol. 8 No. 2, April-June 2002. 8. ‘In Defence of Humanities and Social Sciences in Higher Education’, Women’s Link, Vol. 6 No. 3, July-September 2000; Also published in Azad Academy Journal, Vol. 26 No. 1, January 2000. 9. ‘Landed Property Rights in Transition: A note on cultivators and agricultural labourers in Gorakhpur in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries’, Studies in History, Vol. 12, No. 2, July-December 1996. 10. ‘Perception and Classification of the Rights of the Social Classes: Gorakhpur and the East India Company in the late eighteenth - early nineteenth century’, Indian Economic and Social History Review Vol. 30 No. 2, April-June 1993. Also published as ‘Gorakhpur Cedes to East India Company’ in Azad Academy Journal, Vol. 23 No. 10, October 1997. 11. ‘Madad-i Maash and Ma’afi Grants in Gorakhpur during the late eighteenth-early nineteenth century’, Proceedings Indian History Congress 52nd session, New Delhi 1992. Also published as ‘Madad-i Maash and Ma’afi Grants’ in Azad Academy Journal, Vol. 14 No.3, March 1998. Chapters in Books 1. ‘Delhi Under the Mughals’, in Anupam Bansal & Malini Kochupillai (ed.), Architectural Guide: Delhi, DOM Publishers, New Delhi, August 2013. 2. ‘Delhi Under The Mughals’, in INTACH Training Manual for Heritage Interpreters on World Heritage Sites of Delhi, Qutb Minar, Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort, INTACH, New Delhi, 2011. 3. ‘Visibility through Resistance: The Malangis and Salt Making in Eighteenth Century Bengal’, in Biswamoy Pati (ed.), Adivasis in Colonial India, Survival, Resistance and Negotiation, Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi, January, 2011. 4. ‘Delhi Under The Mughals’, in Swapna Liddle & Annabel Lopez (ed.), Delhi, A Living Heritage, IGNCA & INTACH, New Delhi, December 2010. 5. ‘Nomadic or Semi-Nomadic: Banjaras and the Indian Economy, Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Centuries’, in B. Pati, B.P. Sahu & T.K. Venkatasubramaniam (ed.), Ideology, State and Society: Perspectives in Indian History, Tulika, New Delhi, 2003. 6. ‘Agricultural Technology and Patterns of Exchange: A Study of Central Asia and its Interaction with India, 10th –18th Centuries’, in A. Rahman (ed.), India’s Interaction with China, Central Asia and West Asia, History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization, vol. III, Part II, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2002.
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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women 7. ‘Defining Property Rights in Land in Colonial India: Gorakhpur Region in the Indo-Gangetic Plain’, with John F. Richards, in John F. Richards (ed.), Land, Property And The Environment, ICS Press, Oakland, California, 2002. 8. Unit 5 entitled ‘Growth of Mughal Empire till 1556’ and Unit 6 entitled ‘Expansion and Consolidation - 1707’, for History Course 04 of Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi. Papers Presented in Conferences/ Seminars/Workshops



1. Initiated and Moderated Book Discussion on my co-authored Book entitled Women, Education and Politics: The Women’s Movement and Delhi’s Indraprastha College, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2005, organized by ‘Delhi Heritage Walks’ Book Club, New Delhi at Lodi Gardens, New Delhi, January 17, 2016. 2. Chairperson & Discussant for the Session on ‘Revisiting Archives’ at the Workshop on ‘Histories of Rajasthan: Fresh Approaches’, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi, October 14-15, 2015. 3. Resource Person at UGC-sponsored Refresher Course in Environmental Studies, CPDHE, University of Delhi. Presented a Paper on ‘Debating Environment and Environmentalism: A Historiography’, December 5, 2014. 4. Resource Person at UGC-sponsored Refresher Course in Environmental Studies, CPDHE, University of Delhi. Presented a Paper on ‘Understanding Environment through the Prism of India’s Forests: Harappa to Chipko’, December 8, 2014. 5. Chairperson & Discussant at the Second Annual International Conference on ‘Violence In Indian History’ organized by Archive India Institute, Banglore, held at University of Delhi, November 1, 2013. 6. Panelist at a Panel Discussion on ‘The Challenges facing History and Social Sciences’ organized by Nehru Memorial Museum & Library in association with Papiya Ghosh Memorial Trust at Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, New Delhi, October 8, 2013. 7. Resource Person at the Refresher Course organized by CPDHE, University of Delhi. Presented a Paper on ‘Challenges and Resistances to Patriarchal Norms: Caste, Class, Gender, Profiling Women’s Movement and Delhi University’s Indraprastha College, September 27, 2012. 8. Discussant for the Paper on ‘Nature, Social Stratification and Marginalization in Rajasthan, 1650-1850 C.E.’ at a Workshop on ‘Environments and Histories’, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, May 5, 2012. 9. Presented a Paper on ‘Ecology and Settlements of Delhi’ at a Workshop on ‘Three World Heritage Sites of Delhi’ organized by INTACH, New Delhi & Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, May 3, 2012.
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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women 10. Discussant for a Session on ‘Sovereignty and Political Culture’ at a National Conference on ‘Revisiting the ‘Eighteenth Century’ in Indian History’ organized by DRS-SAP Programme, Department of History and Culture, Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi, March 21, 2012. 11. Coordinator/Convener of a two day workshop on ‘Environmental Issues in India’, organized by Institute of Life Long Learning, Department of History, University of Delhi and Indraprastha College for Women, University of Delhi, March 16 & 17, 2012. 12. Presented a Paper on ‘Ecology and Settlements of Delhi’ at a Workshop on ‘World Heritage Sites of Delhi, Qutb Minar, Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort’, organized by INTACH, New Delhi & Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, December 12-16, 2011. 13. Presented a Paper on ‘Understanding Environment: Through the Prism of Forests, Sixteenth to early Nineteenth Centuries’, at a Refresher Course in History, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, September 15, 2011. 14. Chairperson & Discussant for the Session on ‘Histories’ at the workshop on ‘Ecology & Society Network’ organized by Centre for Studies in Science Policy, JNU; Department of History, University of Delhi; Ambedkar University, New Delhi and WWF at WWF, New Delhi, April 9, 2011. 15. Presented a Paper on ‘Pioneering Women Empowerment: Education, Politics, Freedom, A Case of Delhi’s Indraprastha College’ at a Seminar on ‘Education as a Site of Contestation’ organized by the Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College, University of Delhi, April 6, 2011. 16. Discussant for the Session on ‘State Making and Ecologies of Place’ at the International Workshop on ‘Livelihoods and the Environment: Debating Interdisciplinary Perspectives’ organized by Centre for Studies in Science Policy, JNU; Department of History, University of Delhi and the Department of History, Uppsala University, Sweden at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, October 15-16, 2009. 17. Presented a Paper on ‘Rivers: Environmental Hazards or Boon, Examples from Indian History, 16th-19th Centuries’ at an International Workshop on ‘Environmental Histories: Past and Present’ organized by the Department of History, University of Delhi and Department of History, University of Uppsala, Sweden at Department of History, University of Delhi, November 22, 2008. 18. Chairperson & Discussant for the Session on ‘Medieval Delhi’ at the Seminar on ‘Delhi: Images, Imaginations and Perceptions’ organized by Kamla Nehru College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, December 4-5, 2007. 19. Presented a Paper on ‘Changing River Courses in North India: Calamities, Bounties, Strategies, 16th to early 19th centuries’ at a Conference on ‘Natural Disasters and Pre-Modern Societies’, Historisches Seminar, Universitat Zurich, September 7-9, 2006. 20. Discussant for the Paper on ‘Water, State and Society in Pre-Colonial Rajasthan’ at an International Workshop on ‘Nature in the Raj: Colonial Environments and Indigenous Knowledge’, organized by Centre for Studies in Science Policy (CSSP), JNU, Centre for World 4



Department of History Indraprastha College for Women Environmental History (CWEH), Sussex University, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML), New Delhi, August 18-19, 2006. 21. Delivered a Lecture on ‘State, Kingship and Governance in Medieval India’, organized by Indian National Trust for Art, Culture and History (INTACH), New Delhi on March 12, 2005. 22. Resource Person at the Training Program on ‘Women and Education’ organized by Indian Social Institute, New Delhi, August 20-22, 2002. Presented a paper on ‘Resistance within Resistance: Towards Women’s Education’. 23. Resource Person at the Refresher Course for College and University teachers at Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi. Presented a Paper on ‘Identity, Ideology and the State: Forests and Forestry in a Region of Awadh during the transition from the late Mughals to the East India Company’, November 28, 2001. 24. Delivered an Extension Lecture on ‘Forests, People and the State: A Region of Awadh in the Eighteenth Century’ at the Centre For Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, April 3, 2001. 25. Resource Person at the Refresher Course for College and University teachers at Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi. Presented a Paper on ‘Invention of Tradition: Land Property Rights in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries – a case study of the region of Gorakhpur’, November 16, 2000. 26. Panelist at the Platinum Jubilee Seminar organized by Indraprastha College, University of Delhi on ‘Humanities and Social Sciences in Higher Education Policy: Challenges And Responses’ at New Delhi, April 1-2 1999 27. Presented a Paper on ‘Agricultural Technology and Patterns of Exchange: A Study of Central Asia and its Interaction with India, tenth - eighteenth centuries’ at a Seminar on ‘India’s Interaction With China, Central And West Asia’ sponsored by ‘Project of History Of Indian Science, Philosophy And Culture’ at New Delhi, February 5-7 1999. Also chaired the Session on ‘Sufism and Music’ at the same Seminar. 28. Participated in a Workshop on ‘Property Rights in Land and Sustainable Development in Mountain Societies’ at Kathmandu, Nepal in July 1997. 29. Participated in a Workshop on ‘History of India (upto c. A.D. 1200)’ under the Special Assistance Program conducted by the Department of History, University of Delhi in April 1997. 30. Presented a Paper on ‘Property Rights and Economic Growth in Colonial Gorakhpur’ jointly with Prof. John F. Richards at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina USA, at the First Open Meeting of ‘Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change Community’ at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, USA, June, 1-3 1995. 31. Presented a Paper on ‘Property Rights in Gorakhpur’ jointly with Prof. John F. Richards at a Conference on ‘Landed Property Rights and Global Environmental Change’ at Stowe, Vermont, USA, August 1994.
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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women 32. Presented a Paper on ‘Madad-i Ma’ash and Ma’afi Grants in Gorakhpur during the Late Eighteenth-Early Nineteenth Century’ at the 52nd session, Indian History Congress, New Delhi, February 1992.



Book-Reviews in Peer-Reviewed Journals 1. Book Review - Yogesh Sharma & Pius Malekandathil (ed.), Cities in Medieval India, Primus Books, New Delhi, 2014 in The Book Review, Vol. XXXIX, No. 10, South Asia XXVII, October 2015. 2. Book Review – Mahesh Rangarajan & K. Sivaramakrishnan (ed.), Shifting Ground: People, Animals, and Mobility in India’s Environmental History, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2014 in Economic & Political Weekly, Vol. L, No. 38, September 19, 2015. 3. Book Review – Sumbul Halim Khan, Art and Craft Workshops under the Mughals, A Study of Jaipur Karkhanas, Primus Books, New Delhi, 2015 in The Book Review, Vol. XXXIX, No. 7, July 2015. 4. Book Review – Anand Pandian & Daud Ali (eds.), Ethical Life in South Asia, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2011 in Indian Historical Review, Vol. 41, No. 2, December 2014. 5. Book-Review – Mahesh Rangarajan & K. Sivaramakrishnan (ed.), India’s Environmental History: A Reader (vol. I: From Ancient Times to the Colonial Period; vol. II: Colonialism, Modernity and the Nation), Permanent Black, Ranikhet, 2011, in Economic and Political Weekly, vol. xlvi, No. 53, December 31, 2011. 6. Book-Review – Satish Chandra, State, Pluralism and the Indian Historical Tradition, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2008, in Indian Historical Review, vol. 36, No. 2, December 2009. 7. Book Review – Raziuddin Aquil, Sufism, Culture and Politics: Afghans and Islam in Medieval North India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2007, The Indian Historical Review, Vol. XXXV, No.1, January 2008. 8. Book Review – M. Athar Ali, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society, and Culture, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2006, The Indian Historical Review, Vol. XXXIV, No. 2, July 2007. 9. Book-Review – Antoinette Burton, Dwelling in the Archive: Women Writing House, Home and History in Late Colonial India, Oxford University Press, 2003, Indian Journal of Gender Studies, Vol. 11, No. 3, 2004. 10. Book-Review – Smita Tewari Jassal, Daughters of the Earth: Women and Land in Uttar Pradesh, Manohar, 2001, Indian Journal of Gender Studies, Vol. 10, No. 3, 2003.
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Department of History Indraprastha College for Women 11. Book-Review – Muzaffar Alam, Francoise ‘Nalini’ Delvoye, Marc Gaborieau (eds.), The Making of Indo-Persian Culture: Indian and French Studies, Manohar and Centre de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi, 2000, The Medieval History Journal, Vol. 4, No.2, July-December 2001. 12. Book-Review – Arun Agrawal & K. Sivaramakrishnan (ed.), Social Nature: Resources, Representations and Rule in India, Oxford University Press, 2001, Economic & Political Weekly, vol. xxxvii No. 10, March 9-15, 2002. 13. Book-Review - Christopher V. Hill, River of Sorrow: Environment and Social Control in Riparian North India, 1770-1994, Association for Asian Studies, Michigan, 1997, Indian Economic and Social History Review, Vol. 36, No. 4, October-December 1999. 14. Book-Review - K.K. Trivedi, Agra: Economic and Political Profile of a Mughal Suba , 15801707 , Ravish Publishers , Pune, 1998, Studies in History, Vol. 15, No. 2, July-December 1999. 15. Book-Review - Bhairabi Prasad Sahu (ed.), Land System and Rural Society in Early India, Readings in Early Indian History, Manohar, New Delhi, 1997, The Medieval History Journal, Vol. 1, No. 2 , October 1998. 16. Book-Review - Bruce G. Trigger & Wilcomb E. Washburn (eds), The Cambridge History of the Native Peoples of the Americas, Vol. I, North America, Parts I & II, Cambridge University Press, 1996, Indian Economic and Social History Review, Vol. 35, No. 3, July-September 1998. 17. Book-Review - S.N.R. Rizvi, Atharahvin Sadi Ke Zamindar, Peoples’ Publishing House, New Delhi, 1988, The Indian Historical Review, Vol. 23, Nos. 1-2 , July 1996 & January 1997. 18. Book-Review - Veena Sachdeva , Polity and Economy of the Punjab during the Late Eighteenth Century , Manohar, New Delhi, 1993 , Indian Economic and Social History Review , Vol. 32, No. 1 , January-March 1995. 19. Book-Review - J.C. Dua, British Historiography - Eighteenth Century Punjab, Radha Publications, New Delhi, 1992, The Indian Historical Review, Vol. 19, Nos. 1-2, July 1992 & January 1993. 20. Book-Review - G.D. Sharma, Vakil Reports Maharajgan, 1693-1712, Radhakrishana Prakashan, New Delhi, 1987, The Indian Historical Review, Vol. 14, Nos. 1-2, July 1987 and January 1988.



Projects Worked for the Project ‘Non-Broadcast Video Model Course Material in History’ in 1994 1995. The Project was sponsored by University Grants Commission, New Delhi. As a part of this project, I wrote and delivered the following lectures in December 1994 and January 1995 which were recorded and filmed at Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi . (a) Unit 32 - Intellectual , Religious and Scientific Changes * Rationalism in art, literature and philosophy during the 18th century 7



Department of History Indraprastha College for Women (b) Unit 33 - Economic Changes in Europe * The Industrial Revolution: Causes, Course and Consequences * The Economic Crisis between the two World Wars * The Socialist Movement in Europe - 1815-1917 * Industrial Revolution in England (c) Unit 60 - Rise and Growth of Parliamentary Democracy * Whig Supremacy - Sir Robert Walpole * George III and his Personal Rule * Prime Ministership of Pitt the Younger * Reform Act 1832, 1867,1884 * Reform Act 1911, 1918, 1928
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