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METRO DETROIT NATURE NETWORK Partnership Agreement July 2016 Vision Our vision is that all people in the metropolitan Detroit region have access to and actively steward nature and promote ecosystem sustainability. Opportunity and Need The metropolitan Detroit region combines a large and diverse human population, rich and complex cultural and industrial histories, ecological diversity, recreational opportunity, and natural beauty. Promoting nature and creating natural spaces builds a sense of place where people want to live, work and play; inspires people to be stewards of the natural assets in our trust; fosters economic development; enhances community health; and sustains our region for future generations. Organizations throughout the region work to preserve the waters, natural areas, and working lands of southeast Michigan and connect residents and visitors with nature and outdoor recreation. The Metro Detroit Nature Network strengthens collaborations by maximizing our collective resources and results. Core Values 







 



Respect: o Members represent multiple interests, varied perspectives and experiences. o Members actively hear and respect all voices. o Members recognize that each entity operates within its own authority and mission, and are considerate of member policies and processes. Trust and Accountability: o Members recognize that common goals intersect and interconnect. o Members recognize each has a role to play in the Network and contribute to actions that lead to collective outcomes. Conservation: o Members prioritize conservation, sustainability and access; promoting actions that preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the region’s ecosystems. Inclusion and Collaboration: o Members are inclusive and collaborative in mutually beneficial ways. o Members participate with openness and transparency.



Network Objectives This network will:  Develop a structure that encourages productive working relationships among members;  Implement the Network's vision through a blueprint of strategic actions;  Be an inter-disciplinary forum for governmental agencies, nonprofits, businesses, academic institutions and other organizations to coordinate plans and shared interests;  Add value to existing organizations and avoid duplication of efforts already in place;  Advance education about and advocacy for nature and conservation;  Share knowledge and best practices; and  Select projects for collaborative action that advance the Network's regional vision, build a strong sense of place, and increase participation in conservation throughout the region.



Expectations     



Members will participate in the Network to their fullest capacity. Members may be asked to contribute on an in-kind basis to support the operational needs of the Network. Members can expect to achieve larger goals in collaboration than their organizations could on their own, obtaining more substantial results and resources. Members will also collaborate on forums for knowledge sharing, problem solving, and identifying collaborative solutions. Active members may choose to participate in grant applications to enhance and support the collaborative work of the Network.



On __________________________, ________________________________________ (date)



(organization)



______________________________________ passed their support of the Metro Detroit (authorizing entity, e.g. CEO, board)



Nature Network (MDNN) and authorized _________________________ to actively (MDNN representative)



participate and notify the Network of its support.



_________________________________________ Signature _________________________________________ Printed name, title



____________________ Date
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