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The Monroe Doctrine In 1822, Spain had asked France, Austria, Russia, and Prussia for their help in its fight against revolutionary forces in South America. President Monroe was worried that if European powers were so close to North America that they would start to interfere with the United States. So, in 1823, President Monroe issued a statement which was called the Monroe Doctrine. The Monroe Doctrine had 3 parts. 1. The United States said that European powers could not interfere in the affairs of the newly independent Latin American states or potential United States territories. a. Europe can’t interfere with current states or territories in the Americas. 2. The United States would only oppose the development of any new European colonies. If there was already an existing European colony in South America, the United States would not get involved. a. Europe can’t create any new territories in the Americas. 3. The United States and Europe would operate in their own spheres of influence and not each others and stay out of each other’s business. The United States said that they would control the Americas with a “sphere of influence” so that Europe would not prohibit the U.S. from trade and developing relationships with new territories or states. The U.S. would not get involved with European conflicts in Europe. a. The U.S. will stay out of European affairs if Europe stays out of the Americas’ affairs. Based on the Monroe Doctrine’s three policies, read these statements and determine whether or not they are true or false. If the statement is FALSE, then write WHY it is false. 1._______ If France wants to create a new territory in South America it would be okay. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 2._______If the United States wants to get involved in a conflict in Prussia it would be okay. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 3._______No new territory can be created in the Americas by Russia. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 4._______If Prussia wants to take over a Latin American state, they can, and the U.S. won’t interfere. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 5._______If the United States wanted to create a new territory in France, we are allowed to do that. ________________________________________________________________________________________
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