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“Monstrous” quotation Emar Maier University of Nijmegen  Semantics Colloquium, 3rd June 2003



Monsters? (1)



a. b.



Shannon thought it was possible that I’d seen her”” before “ “ ` ´ P THINK shannoni , 3 P(see(I,heri ))



• the speaker referring indexical (=deictic) “I” is embedded under 4 intensional operators (world/time shifters) • “I” doesn’t refer to a possible speaker some time ago, but to the actual speaker of (1a) • normal behavior for indexicals; reference unaffected by embeddings • an operator that would affect an indexical’s reference is called a monster by Kaplan (1989) • Kaplan: natural languages do not and cannot contain monsters. . . • actually, natural languages are full of monsters! • Schlenker (2003): e.g. first person pronouns in Amharic and “two days ago” in English are shiftable by attitude operators



What do indexicals mean? • “I” always refers to the current speaker (; Principle 1) • Frege/Carnap: semantic value = meaning = intension = mapping worlds to referents • k Ik(w) = speaker of w = k the speakerk(w)  (2)



A few minutes ago, Terry was
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Kaplan’s two obvious principles



Principle 1 the denotation of indexicals depends on the context of utterance, their linguistic meaning determines how Principle 2∗ indexicals are always interpreted as if they had widest scope, i.e. in the actual world of utterance, therefore their denotation cannot be shifted by any linguistic operator



Character and Content Kaplan splits Frege’s Sinn into character and content, to



• solve the Fegean’s synonymy problem • do justice to both principles solution outline:



• character of “I” encodes the fact that it always refers to speaker • content (=intension) rigid, to account for wide scope behavior



Formally • C = Ind × T × W, • I =W ×T,



c = hsc , tc , wc i



i = hwi , ti i



• k Ik : C → (I → Ind) (character of the term I) • k Ik(c) : I → Ind (content or intension of I as uttered in context c) • k Ik(c)(i) := the speaker of c = sc



Levels of meaning extension = reference = Bedeutung = (set of) individuals or truth value; manipulated by extensional operators like ¬, ∧
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2 content = intension ≈ proposition ≈ what is asserted in an utterance; sensitive to intensional operators, 2 character = linguistic meaning = cognitive significance; sensitive only to monsters



No monsters To do justice to Principle 2*, Kaplan stipulates:



• indexicals always have rigid intensions • monsters (:= characterial, non-intensional operators) don’t exist Corollaries: 1 no operators shift the reference of an indexical (Principle 2*) 2 purely indexical distinctions of embedded parts don’t contribute to truth conditions of the whole



Indirect speech problematic? • utterances individuated by (at least) character • speech report relates individual to character? • Kaplan (1989) must predict that speech report operator is only sensitive to content • how to neutralize indexical distinctions adequately?



Kaplan’s solution



(3)



a. b. c.



Shannon says that φ k SAY( shan., φ)k(c)(i) = 1 iff there is a χ s.t. kχk(hk shan.k(c)(i), ti , wi i) = kφk(c) and χ is (characterially compatible with) the utterance of k shan.k(c)(i) at ti , wi k SAYh shan.,t,wi w’φkc,f = 1 iff there is a χ s.t. kχk(hk shan.kc,f , f ( t), f ( w)i) = ˛ ˘ ¯ w ∈ W ˛kφkc,f [ w’7→w] = 1 and χ is the utterance of Shannon at f ( t), f ( w)
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k SAYh shan.,t,wi c’φkc,f = 1 iff for the context c0 of Shannon’s utterance at f ( t), f ( w): 0 kφkc,f [ c’7→c ] = 1



No shifts? I. Quotation/direct speech reports (5)



a. b.



Alexis says: “I am too stupid” Alexis says that I am too stupid



• quoted “I” in (5a) requires shifting; not the actual utterance’s speaker (contrast with (5b)) • Kaplan’s counterargument to (5a): quotation marks are not operators but meta-linguistic devices marking a transition from language use to mention of expressions



II. Ancient Greek indirect speech reports + 1st person (6)



Prìxenoc



eÚpen



åti ‚gajìc



eÊmi



Proxenos.nom.sg say.3.sg.past that good.nom.sg be.1.sg.pres ‘Proxenosi said that hei was good’ See Bary & Maier (2003)



Indexical distinctions don’t count? I. Quotation (idem)



• most changes in wording make a direct quotation false • quotation marks create very opaque contexts



II. English attitude reports + PRO + infinitive/gerund
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a. b.



I dreamt of PRO flying I dreamt I was flying



• content of complement is the same • truthconditions of the whole differ



A closer look at speech reports • reports of speech are plausible candidates for monsters • Kaplan discusses only direct/pure and indirect discourse • these are just two extremes: one behaves well in English, the other is metalinguistic • how about forms of quoting in between?



Varieties of quotation



pure quotation direct discourse mixed quotation free indirect discourse colloquial mixes indirect discourse



indexicals



use or mention



shift



mention



no-shift



use



Pure quotation



(8)



a. b.



“Quine” starts with a “Q” and refers to Quine the sentence “Snow is white” is true iff snow is white



• quoted expressions refer to words/sentences (mention) • quotation marks as systematic way of making proper names for linguistic expressions (Quine/Tarski)
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Direct discourse



(9)



a. b.



Cameron said: “I must be crazy” Drew asked:“Who are you?”



• reducible to pure quotation? (10)



Cameron uttered a token of the sentence “I must be crazy”



Mixed quotation



(11)



Quine says that quotation “has a certain anomalous feature” (Davidson 1979)



mixed quotation := ‘a mixture of oratio obliqua and oratio recta, characterized by the use of quotation marks in the sentential complement of an indirect-speech construction.’ Recanati (2001:27)



Free indirect discourse



(12)



She walked home. Tomorrow was going to be a big day. What the fuck was she going to do?



• person and tense features adapted, as in indirect discourse (sequence of tense/person) • other indexicals and e.g. question marks and ‘evaluative words’ require shifting • analysed as monstrous by Schlenker (1999)



Colloquial mixes



(13)



Zoals Brinkhorst die zegt wij zijn onbetrouwbare honden like Brinkhorst who says we are untrusty dogs ? ? ‘Like Brinkhorst who says “ we are untrusty dogs” ’1



1 Said accusingly by politician Mat Herben (thanks to Helen de Hoop)
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And then she asked me, would I be interested in earning large sums of money?



• word order and question marking as in direct speech • indexicals adapted, no monster



Indirect discourse (15)



a. b.



Sidney said that she didn’t like me Jo asked whether I was okay



Summary



pure direct mixed free colloq indirect



indexicals shift shift ? shift&no-shift no-shift no-shift



use or mention mention mention(?) ? use use use



→ →



monster? monster



Mixed quotations: use not mention • Davidson (1979): (16) Quine says that quotation ‘. . . has a certain anomalous feature’. ‘Are the quoted words used or mentioned? Obviously mentioned since the words are Quine’s own, and I want to mark the fact. But equally obvious is the fact that the words are used; if they were not, what follows the word ‘quotation’ would be a singular term, and this cannot be if I have produced a grammatical sentence.’ • Cappelen & Lepore (1997:430): ‘mixed and indirect quotation function in overlapping ways [. . . ] (17)



a. b.



Alice said that life “is difficult to understand”. She did not; she said that death is difficult to understand.’



• Recanati (2001): mixed quoted expressions have ordinary content but this content can be ‘pragmatically enriched’ with a (meta-linguistic) proposition about what the exact wording was
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• Predelli (2003:4-5): ‘the material enclosed within quotation marks is used, and it provides (possibly among other things) its customary semantic contribution.’ ‘message’ = customary semantic contribution ‘attachment’ = proposition that the exact words were like this • Geurts (≤2002): (18) Fred said that his father ‘is not at all well’. ‘On this account, ‘‘is not at all well’’ in (18) has its ordinary interpretation, but the quotation marks signal (as they always do) that there is something special about this form of words, and the reader must infer on the basis of purely pragmatic reasoning this ‘something special’ is that Fred’s words are being cited’



Additional evidence for use hypothesis • anaphora across quote marks: (19)



From the Gentoo Linux weekly newsletter: “The decision to issue another release candidate was made due to a number of reasonsi . . . ” Read about themi here



• occasional adaptation of indexicals to the context of the report: (20)



a. b.



Bush said: “I will smoke you out of your holes” Bush said he would “smoke them out of their holes”



Indexicals in mixed quotations • recent literature + anaphora/adaptation evidence: mixed quotation is use, • so this form of speech report requires an operator at LF • some indexicals behave Kaplanesquely, see (20) • do shifts (retention of direct speech form) occur? (21)



Bush verklaarde gisteren dat ‘het Iraakse voorbeeld bewijst dat wij serieus werk maken van Bush declared yesterday that the Iraqi example proves that we seriously are working on het stoppen van massavernietingswapens’. stopping weapons of mass destruction
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8 ‘Yesterday, Bush declared that “the Iraqi example proves we are seriously working on stopping weapons of mass destruction”’2



• all indexicals shifted! • is this really a mixed quotation? (22)



Their accord on this issue, he said, has proved “quite a surprise to both of us”.3



(23)



Ash told Pat to pack her bags and “get the fuck out of here now”



(24)



As yet, however, Pascal was not quite convinced that the fuga vacui was a chimera, though he suspected that the mercury was really supported by the “weight and pressure of the air because I consider them only as a particular case of a universal principle concerning the equilibriums of fluids.”4



Representing these monsters (25)



Theiri+j accord on this issue, hei said, has proved “quite a surprise to both of usi+j ”.



(26)



a. b.



c.



(27)



a. b.



c.



(28)



a.



Hei said that hisi discovery has proved “quite a surprise to mei ” ∃ t’ ≤ t SAY c’ prove-to-be-surprise( h x3 ,t’,wi the-discovery-of(his3 ),me1 ) ∃ t’ ≤ t SAY c’ prove-to-be-surprise( h x3 ,t’,wi the-discovery-of(x3 ),I(c’)) Theiri+j accord on this issue, hei said, has proved “quite a surprise to both of usi+j ”. ∃ t’ ≤ t SAY c’ prove-to-be-surprise( h x3 ,t’,wi the-accord-of(them3 ),both-of(us1 ),indicative,past) ∃ t’ ≤ t SAY c’ ∃ t’’ ≤ time(c’) prove-to-be-surprise( h x3 ,t’,wi the-accord-of(x3 +y3 ),both-of(I(c’)+y3 ),world(c’),t’’) Ash told Pati to pack heri bags and “get the fuck out of here now”



2 De Gelderlander 14-4-2003, thanks to Hanneke van der Grinten 3 taken from New York Times by Cappelen & Lepore (1997:429) 4 Thanks to Corien Bary
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9 c’ pack-bags(PRO,pres,indicative/deontic)∧ h ash3 ,pat3,f ,t’,wi get-out-of(PRO,here,now,indicative/deontic) c. ∃ t’ ≤ t TELL c’ pack-bags(you(c’),time(c’), h ash3 ,pat3,f ,t’,wi ,world(c’)) ∧ get-out-of(you(c’),place(c’),time(c’),world(c’)) d. *∃ t’ ≤ t TELL w’ pack-bags(y3 ,t’,w’)∧ 3 3,f h ash(x ),pat(y ),t’,wi 3 get-out-of(y ,place(c?),time(c?),w’)



b.



∃ t’ ≤ t TELL



More examples (29)



a.



b.



(30)



Hij vindt iemand stoer als ‘hij is zoals mij’ He1 thinks someone2 cool if he2 is like me/?I1 ‘He thinks somebody’s cool if “he is like I”’ Ze moet Samir niet ‘verbieden om met mijn vrienden om te gaan’, anders is het She1 must Samir2 not forbid to with my2 friends hang out otherwise is it over. over ‘She must not forbid Samir to “hang out with my friends” or it’s over’5



Niet alleen de RAI, ook het parlement, nee, heel Itali¨e is trots op ‘onze meiden’ in Irak. Not just the RAI, also the parliament, no, all of Italy is proud of our girls in Iraq 6 ‘Not just the RAI, also the parliament, no, all of Italy is proud of ‘our girls’ in Iraq.’



Summary II



pure direct mixed free colloq indirect



indexicals shift shift shift&no-shift shift&no-shift no-shift no-shift



use or mention mention mention(?) use use use use



→ →



monster monster



5 Contrast 39-40, 20-12-2002 6 De Volkskrant, 19-4-2003, thanks to Peter de Swart
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Conclusions • use-hypothesis: mixed quoted expressions are used, not mentioned • but not every word has it’s “ordinary reference”: indexicals may have a shifted reference→ monsters required! future research:



• how to account for “pragmatic strengthening” by a metalinguistic attachment/implicature if we adopt the use-hypothesis? • how about scare quotes and implicit reports like (29) and (30)?



References Bary, Corien, & Emar Maier, 2003. Ancient Greek monsters. presentation slides, Szklarska Poreba 4, http://www.phil.kun.nl/tfl/~emar/monsterfoils.pdf. Cappelen, Herman, & Ernie Lepore. 1997. The varieties of quotation. Mind 106.429–450. Davidson, Donald. 1979. Quotation. Theory and Decision 11.27–40. Reprinted in (Davidson 1984). ——. 1984. Inquiries into truth and interpretation. Oxford: Clarendon Press. Geurts, Bart, ≤2002. The pragmatics of quotation. abstract http://www.phil.kun.nl/tfl/bart/ talks/quotabstr.pdf. Kaplan, David. 1989. Demonstratives: an essay on the semantics, logic, metaphysics, and epistemology of demonstratives and other indexicals. In Themes from Kaplan, ed. by Joseph Almog, John Perry, & Howard Wettstein, 481–563. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Predelli, Stefano. 2003. Scare quotes and their relation to other semantic issues. Linguistics and Philosophy 26.1–28. Recanati, Franc ¸ ois. 2001. Open quotation. Mind 110.637–687. Schlenker, Philippe, 1999. Propositional attitudes and indexicality . MIT dissertation. ——. 2003. A plea for monsters. Linguistics and Philosophy 26.29–120. http://www-rcf.usc.edu/ ~schlenke/Monsters.doc.
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