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How to succeed with an application for Higher Degree Research (HDR) at Curtin University Professor Chris Moran Deputy Vice Chancellor Research & Innovation



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Where is Curtin? Campus in: Western Australia Singapore Malaysia



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Why Curtin?  Western Australia’s largest university  A global university with a strong international focus  Ranked 211 in Academic Ranking of World Universities  Broad research areas of interest and world class capability  Collaborative environment with strong industry linkages



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



IGSF



Support and Services  Sports and recreation  English and academic support  Bus services and security



 On campus facilities including Bank and ATM, Art gallery Bookshop, Hairdresser Cafés and food outlets with international cuisine Medical Centre, Optometrist



 Student wellbeing advisors  Curtin University Postgraduate Student Association Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



IGSF



Research Institutes and Centres  Science and Engineering: Nanochemistry Research Institute Fuels and Energy Technology Institute The Institute for Geoscience Research Curtin Institute for Radio Astronomy Curtin Institute for Computation



 Humanities: Australia-Asia-Pacific Institute Australia – China Writing Centre Curtin University Sustainability Policy Institute Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



IGSF



Research Institutes and Centres  Health: National Drug Research Institute Curtin Health Innovation Research Institute Biosciences, Neuroscience Human movement, Health informatics



 Industry: Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre CISCO Internet of Everything Water Quality Research Centre Building Information Management http://research.curtin.edu.au/about/institutes-centres/ Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



IGSF



What is a PhD?     



A PhD is a research degree It is a project with milestones It takes between 3 and 4 years to complete It is a personal journey and you are guided on this journey by your supervisors It is achieved by submitting a thesis document that demonstrates you have achieved the status of expert in a very specific topic. This demonstration is judged by examination of the thesis by international experts in the field you choose.



 A PhD is difficult  A PhD is a fundamentally different experience to a Masters by coursework Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



PhD lifecycle process Application for Admission



Enrolment



Application for Candidacy



Research and Writing of Thesis



Ethics Clearance



Annual Progress Reports



International Sponsored Students Reports Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Submission of Thesis for Examination



Graduation



PhD lifecycle process Application for Admission



Enrolment



Application for Candidacy



Research and Writing of Thesis



Ethics Clearance



Annual Progress Reports



International Sponsored Students Reports Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Submission of Thesis for Examination



Graduation



First steps Choose an area of interest  Which Faculty? Curtin Business School : http://www.business.curtin.edu.au Health Sciences : http://healthsciences.curtin.edu.au Humanities : http://humanities.curtin.edu.au Science and Engineering : http://scieng.curtin.edu.au/



 PhD or Masters of Philosophy? http://www.curtin.edu.au/research/futurestudents/degreetypes.cfm



 Supervisor http://research.curtin.edu.au/guides/register/register.cfm Make contact with potential supervisor
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English requirements  For a list of research degrees and the relevant minimum English language requirements - go to page 58 & 59 of the Curtin prospectus in the below link: http://international.curtin.edu.au/documents/CunrtinInt_CourseGuide2015_screen.pdf



 For alternative entry pathways (English training at Curtin) – go to page 33 of the above link. Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Next  Application and Enrolment  Complete the application form • http://www.curtin.edu.au/research/futurestudents/admission.cfm • Read the instructions carefully • Ensure all documents are included



 Receive Offer Package • Complete and return acceptance form • Payment of fees or confirmation of sponsorship • International Office confirms Enrolment



 Apply for visa Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Defining the project  Define the topic and formulate the research question  Explore the research problem Background reading Refine the research problem



 Design the research approach Facilities and resources Timelines



 Write the Summary of the Proposed Research Program  Application for admission – max 2 pages  Candidacy - max 10 pages for Doctoral, 5 for Masters (excludes references) Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Developing the project 1  Questions to ask:  What interests me?  Within this area, what questions do I want to find answers to?  What is known about this area?  Where are the gaps in our knowledge/understanding?



 Critically evaluate:  Will this research be worthwhile and make a significant contribution to the field?  Is the topic of sufficient depth to warrant a Masters/Doctoral level study?  Will it result in a scholarly thesis?
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Developing the project 2  Develop the research question  Discuss ideas with supervisor, peers and with members of department/group  Define the goals/aims/outcomes  Understand significance



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Developing the project 3  Developing a plan takes time……  What will you need to know to answer the research question?  How can you find this out?  Methodology: qualitative, quantitative  How will the data be collected?



 Resources  How much time will you need?  What equipment and facilities will be used?  Will you need Ethics Approval?  Budget? Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Writing the project description  Abstract/Introduction Brief overview describing the “what” and “why” of your topic



        



Background/Literature Review Set the scene for your research Show what has been done already Aims and Objectives Sets the research questions Shows what you will need to know to answer Methods Data collection Analyses
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Writing the project description  Significance  What you hope to achieve  Why it is important



 References  Finally……  Be aware of and avoid plagiarism
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At Curtin  Your interim thesis committee 



Chair







Supervisor







Co-supervisor







Associate supervisor



 Essential Facilities 



Supervision







Desk, computer, internet access, email account







Access to library







Consumables and fieldwork expenses
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What are research students expected to do? Student responsibilities:



 Participate constructively in the learning experience  Inform themselves of all relevant rules, guidelines etc., of the university and comply with them



 Be aware of course requirements and their individual academic progress  Use University facilities and services in an honest and responsible manner (Student Charter, 2008) Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



That was the formal process but … What do you really need to do FIRST? Find a supervisor



Application for Admission



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Enrolment



Application for Candidacy



Research and Writing of Thesis



Ethics Clearance



Annual Progress Reports



Submission of Thesis for Examination



Graduation



Finding a supervisor • BEFORE making a formal application, you should identify a prospective supervisor • Why would this person be likely to want to supervise you? What are they rewarded for?



• After you know this – contact them • Do not send them a template message - make sure it is personal and correct • Demonstrate you have read their work and have some ideas about the area.



• Write a good short initial message. Make sure it is in good English. • Always send your academic transcript with the first contact (email is fine). This will show them you understand their requirements.



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Finding a supervisor – Introduction email Dear Dr name My name is … and I am a student/lecturer at ... I have a degree in ... My academic transcript and c.v. are attached for your information. I am interested in undertaking a PhD program in Australia and I would like to find a supervisor.



I have read your papers on the subject of … and I find your work interesting. In particular ... I do not have a fully formed project proposal. I am working towards an application for a ... Scholarship. If I am successful the scholarship will cover the costs of ... This email is a short introduction. What I hope to achieve is that you will respond and we could, from there, begin a discussion about possibilities. Thank you for taking the time to read my background information. I look forward to hearing back from you. Yours sincerely Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology Your name CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Get a native English speaking person to check your message before you send it!



Proposal preparation: A preliminary proposal • Work WITH your prospective supervisor on a proposal. • This is your chance to show them how you collaborate and listen to their advice. They are testing you through this period. • Your research topic will evolve over time - this is only your first attempt to map out what you want to research – it is preliminary.
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Proposal preparation: How to get started • Identify and read the key literature in areas you are interested in – it may take a while to identify a topic so be persistent and curious. • Talk to experts, discuss your ideas with colleagues. • Read the latest research from the most reputable sources.



• Start by writing a longer proposal then reduce it for the application: • condense what you have learnt; your ideas will be clearer and your case will appear stronger • Your interest and passion for the topic should be evident in your application.
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Good academic writing  Clear – easy to understand – state simply  Concise – less is more  Self-explanatory – provides enough relevant information  Logical – ideas are clearly related and flow  Has depth and detail – evidence and explanation  Is accurate/credible – language, information  Is persuasive  Is well-edited and proofread



 You can’t write well if the ideas, information and evidence you have are weak or unclear to you Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Bad academic writing  Writers sometimes needlessly inflate their writing in length and complexity in an effort to "sound scientific/intelligent”.  It takes a deeper understanding to explain a complex topic simply and succinctly.  The best writers can communicate complicated results to intelligent readers outside their field.  Long, complex writing doesn't imply good academic work. Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



How to do a PhD (1) Tips for success  Meet with supervisor on a regular basis Set expectations and goals from the very beginning



 Provide supervisor with a regular written summary of progress Write early, write often Don’t get it right, get it written



 Stay focussed, be realistic Its hard work, you will need to put in the hours



 When the going gets tough… Talk to supervisors, co-supervisor, other students etc. Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



How to do a PhD (2)  This is an apprenticeship for a research career  You must learn to • • • • • •



take criticism collaborate take risks with ideas embrace failure publish peer reviewed papers review for serious journals (if you don’t review you are not a researcher)



 Enjoy the experience and have fun. Fun is a source of creativity – do not underestimate how important it is to have fun Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Workshop activities (1)  Make a new group of 5-10 different people around where you are sitting.  Identify two people: 1. 2.



Conversation facilitator/organiser Note taker and reporter



 Introduce yourselves: Where are you from? What are your research interests?



 Discuss what questions you have to ask the ATN representatives (10 min)



 Report back Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Workshop activities (2)  Return to your group.  Identify two people: 1.



Conversation facilitator/organiser; 2. Note taker and reporter



 Talk about the following questions: How can I develop an idea that will interest a potential supervisor? (10 min) What do you think are the main difficulties in finding a potential supervisor? (10 min)



 Report Back Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Workshop activities (3)  Return to your groups 1.



Conversation facilitator/organiser; 2. Note taker and reporter



 Talk about the following question: What are the main features of an attractive university to you? (10 min)



What can the ATN universities do to assist you well? (10 min)



 Report back



Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin University of Technology CRICOS Provider Code 00301J



Questions …
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