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Morehead State University College of Humanities COURSE DETAILS Course name and number: Chaucer English 634-301 Semester: Spring 2010 Instructor: Dr. Robert Delius Royar, Associate Professor of English Office: Bert Combs Building Room 104 Telephone: 606.783.2734 Email: [email protected] Target audience: Graduate students Distance learning delivery system: Blackboard via Internet Students will develop an ability to • interact weekly in online forums on Blackboard. • discover and apply research based on web searches. • discern reliable, literary web-based information from unreliable information. Students who successfully complete the Chaucer course (grade of B or above) will demonstrate competence in the following areas: • finding appropriate scholarly sources both online and through traditional library searches (assessed via papers, online discussion, and essay questions). • incorporating sources in a paper that synthesizes differing perspectives on aspects of Chaucer scholarship or analyzing an appropriate scholarly argument about Chaucer’s canon and placing it in the context of the course. • paraphrasing passages of middle English into contemporary English, passages to be provided by the instructor in a timed situation (assessed via examinations). • analyzing the context of Chaucer’s work and the effects on it of its historical/political situation (assessed via online discussion, papers, and examinations). Expectations for course participation We will be using the Internet extensively as a way to interact with each other. Students enrolled in the Chaucer course should be aware that they • must be currently enrolled/admitted at Morehead State University and all tuition and fees must be paid. • must have basic computer and navigational skills. • should ensure they have access to a computer that meets the technology requirements for the course. This information is provided on the Morehead State’s Distance Learning Home Web Site at http://moreheadstate.blackboard.com . • should be prepared for technology failure and should not panic. • should consider their online postings made to the class forums to be public statements which may be read by others.
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should use email to the instructor only for private communications. may need to contact the instructor at times via telephone. may not engage in flaming, spamming, or other inappropriate or indecorous behavior. Texts, learning materials, and technology requirements needed by students. Benson, Larry D., General Editor. The Riverside Chaucer , 3rd edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987 Print. Ellis, Steve. Chaucer: An Oxford Guide. Oxford:Oxford UP, 2005 Print. Students should become familiar with the many online versions of Chaucer’s works. Students need regular access to a computer with connection to the Internet. Schedule of Classes and Assigned Readings In this schedule I have not included reading from Chaucer: An Oxford Guide because I expect students to study the tables of contents in the Guide to locate essays that relate to the topics they select for their seminar papers. The Guide should not be the only source for the papers; it must be supplemented with peer-reviewed research that students locate through the MLA index or JSTORE. A general rule of thumb for using the Guide is to read the first two parts on Chaucer’s history and literary contexts rather quickly. Those sections are approximately 350 pages. Understanding the history will help readers to follow the literature more accurately. For students with little or no exposure to Chaucer’s Middle-English language, “Part IV: Afterlife” should be valuable (particularly chapters 28 and 34). “Part V: Study Resources” contains references to extended texts on topics related to Chaucer and Middle English; pages 601-603 should be useful to anyone trying to learn to read this early version of our language. Most of the sources will require inter-library loan. I reserve the right to assign additional readings from the Guide as the need arises. Any additions will be listed in the weekly Blackboard forums. I have placed the “less important” Canterbury Tales at the end of the semester. If we run short on time, we will have looked at the primary documents before the semester’s end. The midterm and final each cover half of the semester; i.e. the final is not cumulative. Introduction Week 1 Course Introduction, Bibliographical Suggestions, Course Expectations, Chaucer’s Life and the Canon and Chronology of Chaucer’s Works, pp. xv-xlvii. Readinqs in Chaucer’s Early Poems Week 2 The Book of the Duchess in Riverside Chaucer pp. 329-346. Week 3 The Parliament of Fowls in Riverside Chaucer pp. 383-394. The Troilus Week 4 Troilus and Criseyde Books I & II in Riverside Chaucer pp. 471-513. Week 5 Troilus and Criseyde Books III & IV in Riverside Chaucer pp. 513-560. Week 6 Troilus and Criseyde Book V in Riverside Chaucer pp. 560585. • • •
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Canterbury Tales Week 7 Introduction and the General Prologue in Riverside Chaucer pp. 3-36. The Early Tales Week 8 Begin the Kniqht’s Tale in Riverside Chaucer pp. 37-58 Midterm due by end of day Tuesday 02 March. Week 9 Conclude the Knight’s Tale and read the Miller’s Tale in Riverside Chaucer 56-77. Week 10 Spring Break. Week 11 The Marriage Group Continue the Wife of Bath’s Prologue in Riverside Chaucer pp. 105-122, Begin the Clerk’s Prologue and Tale pp. 137-47. Week 12 Conclude the Clerk’s Prologue and Tale in Riverside Chaucer pp. 147-53, Begin the Merchant’s Tale pp. 153-64. Critical Summary due by the end of the day Tuesday 30 March. Week 13 Conclude the Merchant’s Tale, 164-68 in Riverside Chaucer pp. The Franklin’s prologue and Tale pp. 178-89. Week 14 The Pardoner’s Introduction. Prologue. and Tale in Riverside Chaucer pp. 193-202, The Prioress’s Prologue and Tale pp. 209-212, The prologue and Tale of Sir Thopas, The prologue to the Tale of Melibee pp. 212-218. The Later Tales Week 15 The Nun’s Priest’s Prologue. Tale. and Epilogue, 252-261. Week 16 The Parson’s Prologue, selections from the Parson’s Tale, and Chaucer’s Retraction, 287-290, and 328. Seminar Paper due by end of day Monday 26 April. Discussion Anthology due by end of day Friday 30 April. Week 17 Final Examination due by end of day Friday 07 May. Policies Grading/evaluation scale Note that Chaucer is now a graduate-credit only course. The University considers any student who has completed a BA to be a graduate student. Students will be graded on the following scale: 93-100 A 85-92 B 75-84 C Below 75 E The assignments for which these grades will be earned are Midterm 20% Final 20% Seminar paper 30% Critical Summary 20% Online Discussion 10% Online discussion and evidence of online activity will be monitored to check regular, class attendance.
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A Blackboard forum serves as the equivalent of classroom discussion and class participation. Test and assignment delivery Students will submit assignments through the Blackboard Assignment. The instructor will return comments and grades through the grade book (My Grades). Attendance Attendance will be calculated based on student participation in discussions online. At least three postings per week are expected. Additionally, the instructor will monitor the number of times per week students read forum areas. Five points per week will be deducted from the final grade for students who do not meet the posting and reading requirements. Quality of posts will not be considered. A separate grading form is used to determine the 10% online-discussion grade; see Discussion Anthology assignment in the Assignments on Blackboard. Off-topic posts will not count toward the posting requirement. ADA compliance accommodation of students with special needs In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety. Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester. To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606.783.5188, http://www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/ Plagiarism Plagiarism includes any instance of copying another’s words without using quotations or paraphrase or any instance of using another’s ideas without citations. Most of your work will be based on materials you have collected from sources; therefore, you must keep track of your sources as you collect the data and be sure to cite them in any of the papers you write. Citations need to follow the MLA format and you will be graded in part on how closely you follow MLA style in your two papers (those turned into the Assignments section on Blackboard). If you do plagiarize material for an assignment, expect to receive a zero (0) as a grade on that assignment.
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