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MR. WELLMAN’S AP LANGUAGE SUMMER READING PROJECT Hello, This summer, you have the opportunity to read Dubner and Levitt’s Freakonomics (available for free on Mr. Wellman’s website). Additionally, you will be completing an essay along with the reading; this will aid your ability to participate in collaborations and assignments at the beginning of next year, counting as your first grade. The prompt for the essay is below and is followed by the requirements of the essay. Sincerely, Mr. Paul R. Wellman [email protected] PROMPT: Parenting: Much of the book is dedicated to parenting and the ramifications of parental influence/choices. Write an original essay (Do not merely summarize the book) about parenting that considers the following three parts: Part 1: Dubner and Levitt link Roe V. Wade to the drop in crime in the 1990s. How are these two connected? What does this connection say about parental influence and how they relate to the choices a child will make in life? Part 2: The Early Child Longitudinal Study offers a broad cross-section data regarding influences on children. What factors actually have a correlative effect on a child's performance? What do these factors have in common? Can parents alter their behavior to affect performance? Part 3: The final chapter of Freakonomics deals with one of the first decisions a parent makes regarding their child: the name. What are child names indicative of? Do they indicate where the child is headed or where they came from? What do they say about the parent? *** Seek to consider these “parts” while creating an original platform about the importance of the text and what it means for society today. REQUIREMENTS: 4-5 pages, double-spaced, size 12 font (Times New Roman or Arial), 1” margins all around, in text citations, MLA format (page numbers in upper right-hand corner with last name preceding), title page (w/ title, name, date, class, and teacher name). DUE: August 18th (Friday) by 11:59 PM to [email protected] in a GoogleDoc format (give editing privileges). Please ensure to include a professional email when submitting your work.
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