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What social divisions has Kaepernick’s protest revealed in America? According to the article, Colin Kaepernick’s protest during the national anthem has received both condemnation and praise from different sides of America. There are those who believe Kaepernick’s protest insults the men and women who have died for his right to speak freely while other people feel Kaepernick’s right to free speech is precisely what the flag stands for. In the article, many people are quoted saying that Kaepernick’s protest is unnecessarily provocative. “New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees accused Kaepernick of insulting a flag that is ‘sacred,’ and which has given him the ‘freedom to speak out,’” Jaweed Kaleen writes. Drew Brees seems to be implying that Kaepernick should have more respect for the people who died for his freedoms instead of lumping military veterans unfairly into his protest. On the other hand, there are those people who feel Kaepernick is protesting something that is very important and using his right as an American to do so. “’I am going to continue to stand with the people who are being oppressed,’ Kaepernick said,” the article continues. Based on Kaepernick’s own words, his protest is not against the veterans who have fought and died for the flag, but instead focused on the mistreatment of people of color at the hands of police. In conclusion, the article by Jaweed Kaleem highlights the various ways people support and oppose Kaepernick’s protest. Some people think Kaepernick unfairly identifies the military as part of the problem he is protesting while other people feel that Kaepernick’s message is too important to ignore. 
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