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Parent Communication Parents are encouraged to talk with their child’s teacher at any time during the school year. Student progress is assessed every six weeks (six progress reports per school year) for middle school students. Following is a list of ways that you may communicate with and/or review your child’s progress: SnapGrades/School Fusion Teacher’s web site/e-mail/voice mail Regular parent-teacher conferences (Fall/Spring)



Ways you can help your child at home . . . If you want your child to be a good reader, be one yourself! Surround yourself with reading material. Make the written work a part of your living space, with books, magazines, and newspapers readily available throughout your home. Draw attention to all the things you read. You’ll show him/her how knowledge is largely shaped by the things we read and how reading connects us to the world. Buy or borrow books together. Whenever you’re going to the library or bookstore, let your child come along. Even if you aren’t looking for any thing in particular, practice the art of book browsing and admiring. Don’t be a solo reader. Open up conversations through reading by pausing to read an interesting fact aloud or wonder what an unfamiliar word means. Read for leisure. Show that reading isn’t work. Sit down with a good book and you’ll model how reading can be enjoying and relaxing. Emphasize the universal importance of reading. Librarians, teachers, students, secretaries, mechanics, lawyers, doctors, architects, athletes… everyone reads. Show your child that reading is part of every one’s life by reading diverse works that serve different purposes (cookbooks, TV guides, various directions, etc.).



Middle School Philosophy



Grand Blanc Community Schools



Children in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades, generally ten to fourteen years of age, undergo profound changes in their physical, mental, intellectual and social characteristics. This distinctive period of human development called transescence serves as a bridge between childhood and adolescence.



A Parent’s Guide to our Middle School



With evidence and through scientific evidence, educators have come to realize that students in this age group are not adequately served by the typical selfcontained organization of the elementary schools nor by the fully departmentalized organization of a junior high school.



READING/ LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM



Middle Schools seek to establish smaller “schools within a school” and provide a learning environment that is less threatening, more nurturing, and supportive of each child. In a Middle School setting, the staff works to ensure that each boy and girl:  develops and maintains a sense of personal worth and dignity  is accepting of others  becomes more self-reliant  develops a positive attitude towards learning  grows to the limits of his/her academic abilities and interests The academic programs of the Middle School build upon the foundations established in the elementary schools. Developmental experiences in mathematics, language arts, reading, science and social studies are implemented within each curricular area.



Our Mission Grand Blanc Middle Schools are communities of lifelong learners engaged in a partnership with their staff, students, and their parents. Together we strive to create a safe educational environment where quality work is expected of all students regardless of varying backgrounds and ability levels. Within a relevant and useful curriculum, we will include character education and critical thinking skills while promoting an appreciation of the arts and the environment.



Reading/Language Arts at Grand Blanc Middle Schools integrates reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing for a coherent curriculum.



READING For students to become college and career ready, they must read and grapple with works of exceptional craft and thought whose range extends across genres, cultures, and centuries.



WRITING & LANGUAGE To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students need to learn to use writing as a way of offering and supporting arguments, demonstrating understanding of various topics, and conveying real and imagined experiences and events. Students will develop the command and control with the conventions of standard English grammar when integrated with writing.



SPEAKING/VIEWING/LISTENING



Students will use effective speaking, viewing, and listening skills while involved in collaborative conversations and presentations.



TECHNOLOGY



Students will read for …  Key Ideas and Details - cite textual evidence - determine theme - summarize  Text Structure - interpret words and phrases - analyze how texts are written for audience purpose  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas - evaluate diverse texts formats - compare/contrast texts, themes and authors  Comprehension - read complex texts independently and proficiently - increased fluency and stamina - individual reading pleasure



Students will . . .



Students will use technology as a learning tool to obtain and present information throughout the language arts program.



 write for a variety of purposes (argument, informational narrative) and audiences  develop and strengthen their writing by: - planning - drafting - revising - editing  produce and publish writing using technology  conduct relevant research  write routinely over short and longer time frames  demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing  acquire and apply understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and multiple-word meanings



ASSESSMENT Students will be assessed by a variety of methods. They include:      



Portfolio Collection Observations Demonstrations Student Conferences Constructed Responses Rubrics



     



Quizzes Written Tests Self Evaluation Peer Evaluation District & State Tests Formative Assessments



The sixth, seventh, and eighth grade English Language Arts MEAP will assess reading comprehension, writing and grammar skills.



The Language Arts curriculum at Grand Blanc Community Schools is derived from the Common Core State Standards.
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