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MEDIA STUDIES A2 | MUSIC VIDEO ABSOLUTE – THE FRAY



140.5 BPM



TREATMENT – VIDEO PLANNER [INITIAL IDEAS AND NOTES] Detailed Sequence Composition Pre-Music: - Singer walks onto screen/ camera pans from landscape to singer who’s looking out on hill/landscape to establish this setting (distant road noise…) [john mayer start] - Deserted band set up shots / mic stands or stool legs dotted around in the fore/background. Table lamp pointing up across guitar body and neck - Quick cut editing – with flickering images/lights?? Music starts: - Close up of a hanging bulb in Landscape turning on (dim) - Bookeh, Time lapses cars, clouds, sunsets Quick fades on some shots (maybe faint ambience sound effects or motor way sound) - Sun sets? – time lapsed (quick). - Lights very low in heathside scene (deserted set up) - Possibly a very quick cut of an electric guitarist - Dolly shot moves into band set up – medium long with singer standing central with mic - FIRST LINE: “seen this one before”) – Quick blurred move into focus - singer face – extreme close-upfocus clears as vocals start. (Bokeh Blurs) - Guitar Macro shot and lots of Band long shots - (“no one tries to stop...”) extreme close ups - leads plugged in, amps turned on... - Bass note slides in – shot of bass guitar with drummer in background – lighting change subtly - Drummer playing quaver rhythm (specific shot- lose up (Snare drum) - (“.. see inside...”) Cuts to long shot of singer standing on hill or car park roof looking out at the landscape = filmed from behind [with arms out wide/high (expressive pose)] - Close up of singer looking out at landscape (while singing “everythings quiet as she...”) - (“who she is”) cut back to heathside as music lowers to pre chorus – lights slightly brighter – with silhouette and lens flare from behind guitar neck and guitarist - Drummer playing ride quavers – close up across ride cymbal with light in background - Back to singer close up (band visible) - Crescendo on drums toms – filmed from side - medium shot - 0:51 (“ABSOLUTE”) Medium long shot of entire band.... with singer central – lights FULL! lens flares, massive impact. Long Cut - CREATIVE SHOTS OF BAND – to be planned, composed and filmed on location (in-keeping with style) - Two shot – Harmony backing vocals – Greg and John - [merge] - Cut back to shot of singer on the hill looking out - constant reference (as chorus ends – 1:05 – shot stays on the landscape scene with singer looking out) - Quick edit time lapse with bokeh shots - Second verse, focussed narrative introduced – Bedroom shots Bench Long shot – landscape? From behind at an angle - “Kiss upon her lips” – bench shot long shot – bench framed to left or right straight on– KISS
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Other narrative shots. Planes moving across sky? Timelapes! Clouds speed adjusted back and fourth “He has got her picture…” – 1:19 – Photoframe is on table as camera moves out ‘picture-in-picture’ effect (reversed) – bible! Depth of field – blurred Photoframe in background – Ben reaches to pick it up REALLY REALLY QUICK Cut to band shot or blur Quickly cuts back to shot of Ben looking at picture frame in hand “yeah, man was born to trouble like sparks fly upwards..” – Bokeh blur and singer close up Reference to biblical text – bible subtly placed in previous shot – close up on the scripture ? “Is this all we get…” Band Shots – Depth of Field? Atmospheric lighting – Guitar Close-ups, ride cymbal 1.49 “Quiet but I’m sure…” Individual shot of one member in the band – eg: Drummer expressively crashing cymbal/guitarist expressively playing first chord of chorus/dramatic singing…. “…There is something here” Close up of singer! Guitarist Shot “…Tell me everything…” Moving Band Shot – Tracking around band Bass Depth of Field Guitarist Riffs Band Silhouette / over shoulder shots “2 There is something here” – Landscape shots with singer Drummer shots Camera Moving away from band slightly – Focused mainly on singer 2.16 – GUITAR SOLO/BREAK SECTION Drum emphasises fill to stop! Quick cut to calm and quiet pan of landscape (no characters)? Guitar Riff in – close up of guitar 2.18 – INSTRUMENTAL BREAK/BRIDGE - 2.43 Lots of quick moving tracking footage of band Timelapes/Clouds Time Control Back and Fourth ‘Left over’ creative band footage Landscape – Low Angle two shot – close up- Looking out to landscape Ben holding – Photoframe or Macro close up of pictures on wall in room Quick shot of drummer ‘… be taken’ – camera zooms into pictures on the wall, to a blur, then lens blurs out into next shot “Quiet but im sure…” Singer solo (2:44) ‘burs in’ - looking very directly into camera lens – extreme close up! PASSIONATE! Depending on bens passion – use shot of guitar in-between lines: “…something here… ______ Tell me” Pace of editing increases with rise in dynamics “Tell me…” – Extreme close up across snare drum  Playing crescendo “Every-thing…” - band shot that catches our eye  “..I want you here..” – back to medium shot of Ben Singing / or close up? DRUM FILL a: Shot of drummer hitting snare drum passionately DRUM FILL b: Medium long shot of drums – Kick drum and Hi Hat! 2:57 IMPACT! – Huge long shot of band with Lens Flare! “...Something...” Creative Band shots – Other time lapses/Blurs | NO NARRATIVE ALLOWED AT THIS [POINT] [Ben creative lighting shot]
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[Focus on bass player a little more…] [Moving band shots! – Fast tracking and pans] 3:23 Drum Fill shot! Medium long - side/front on angle 3:25 – Couple are sat speaking / arguing, or standing and Ben storms off and charlotte runs after emotion shown by both, with possible crying (Guilford Mount Shoot) – see ‘Couples Vodaphone Advert’ for camera compositing and editing  multiple shots/angles 3:29 Landscape shot – filming from behind - slowly zooming out, ‘Glitching’ editing between Ben having charlotte in frame then quickly cutting to Ben standing alone – landscape/view is prominent 3:33 - Couple stand close together, looking at each other – (making up/resolving the argument) close up of reactions or facial expression (“Im Sorry”) which quick cuts to long shot as they stand together talking, quick cut back to faces close up as they hug which cuts back to the long shot showing them hugging. Long take - END 3:39 – handheld camerawork style emphasised – couple walk into distance holding hands and the song and narratives resolve – extreme long shot with couple walking off screen and camera panning in opposite direction towards landscape which blurs and fades out... The narrative following the couple’s relationship is partially resolved but is left open to audience interpretation (often a key feature used in music videos)
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Drummer playing ride quavers â€“ close up across ride cymbal with light in background. - Back to singer close up (band visible). - Crescendo on drums toms ... 
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