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GloCal Classroom Project by Marco Valesi
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GloCal Classroom Project 1



Abstract This essay discusses the progress of GloCal Classroom Project exploring the advantages of being (bi)multilingual and to learn Spanish as a second language. Through this pilot project, I have attempted to determine the extent to which the studies examined supported the hypothesis that being (bi)multilingual is an advantage economically (easier access to the job market) and culturally (better understanding of socio-cultural diversities). Introduction GloCal Classroom Project, started at the University of California Merced, at the beginning at the Fall 2013 Semester, during my Intermediate Spanish Class (SPAN 03) that occurs every day, from Monday to Friday, at 2-2:50 pm in the KL 208. The foundational premises of the course (SPAN 03) are: 1) To improve student’s development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Spanish. 2) To promote cultural awareness by exposing students to the cultures of the Hispanic communities within the United States and in Hispanic countries throughout the world. 1



www.flickr.com/groups/glocal



The GloCal Classroom Project goals are: a) To introduce content that raises student awareness of the interaction of language, culture and society. b) To monitor, encouraging it, the effects of a second-third language acquisition (bilingualism and multilingualism). To achieve these purposes, during GloCal Classroom Project, I invited two academic UCM representatives (Prof. Dalia Magaña 2 and Lecturer Yolanda Pineda-Vargas 3), one person (Juanita Mercado) from the International Office Study Abroad Program 4 , and three UCM students (Karely Andrade, Kayla Reyes, Marialena Berber): •



Dalia Magaña introduced, in English, the theme: Spanish for Health Professionals;



•



Yolanda Pineda-Vargas presented, in Spanish, a class about Spanish for Business



and Management; •



the International Office student explained, both in Spanish and English, the



importance to become, through an abroad experience, (bi)multilingual transforming, in this way, our life by integrating different cultural perspectives, mutual learning, and global opportunities; •



the three students, invited to deeper connect with students and to express their



direct and personal experiences, talked, both in Spanish and English, about Spanish classes, Spanish Major and Minor.



Before the first presentation (Magaña) and after the last one (Andrade, Reyes, Berber) to gather information about various aspects of students language history and use of Spanish during the semester, I administered a detailed language history and language use questionnaire (see pag.4). Students 5 answered questions about themselves, their family, their home environment, their school environment, their foreign language lessons and learning experiences. In the 2



http://www.ucmerced.edu/faculty/directory/dalia-maga%C3%B1 http://directory.ucmerced.edu/site/index/details/email/[email protected] 4 http://studyabroad.ucmerced.edu/ 5 The participants of the projects, that constitute the population for the study, are my 15 students (5 males and 10 females) studying Spanish 03 Class. 3



questionnaire I asked students to the four basic language skill activities (speaking, reading, writing, listening) but also about their feelings about being (bi)multilingual. I submitted the same questionnaire two times, before and after the presentations, in order to stress the changes in their Spanish knowledge and especially to analyze their perspectives about a second-third language acquisition. The student’s answers clearly underline the importance of (bi)multi-lingualism and the reasons expressed are different. According to them it’s very important to learn and to be able to use one or more languages because it helps: •



To find a job (100%). “If you're in the United States and work in one of the



helping professions including medicine and education, you'll find your opportunities expand by knowing Spanish”. •



To develop ability to understand and use medical and business terminology in a



different language (80%). “It will be easy to interact, knowing another language, with patients or customer working in Banks, insurance agencies, pharmaceutical companies, travel companies, or as physicians, nurse practitioners, dentists, pharmacists, social workers, physical therapists, health educators, nutritionists, EMS”. •



To be more involved with community organizations (60%).



•



To learn other languages and cultures (60%). “If you can learn Spanish, you'll



have a head start in learning the other Latin-based languages such as French and Italian”. •



To better understand English (6%): “Studying Spanish you have a better



understanding of your native vocabulary”. Reason of (bi)multilingualism



Number



Percentage



More and better job opportunities



15



100%



Better understanding and use of medical&business



12



80%



Community involvement



9



60%



Learn other culture or languages



9



60%



Better understanding of English Fig. 2



4



6% Data Survey Analysis



Conclusion: Although this survey can’t provide an unequivocal answer, my study leads me to believe that knowing two or several languages and culture is a comparative advantage and has to be promoted. Three of these advantages of learning new languages are: first, to have better opportunities of employment; second, to be able to communicate and to understand more people; third, to improve our ability to learn. Spanish Questionnaire: 1. 2. 3. 4. • • • • • • 5. • • • • •



6. • • • • 7. • • •



•



What language(s) do you speak? Give a few examples of the ways being bi(multi)lingual is important in your life: Give a few examples of the ways being bi(multi)lingual will be important in your future: Why are you interested on learning Spanish? Because I want to make business with Hispanics. Because of my job. Because I like Spanish and Latino American Cultures. Because I want to visit Spain or Latino America. I´m not interested on learning Spanish. Other…. Where do you find more interaction with Spanish speakers? Businesses Public or private schools Hospitals Government Other… Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements: 1 2 3 4 5 I enjoy the ethnic and linguistic diversity in our school and community. Studying Spanish is important because it will allow me to be more comfortable with other Spanish speakers. Studying Spanish is important because it will enable me to better understand and appreciate Hispanic culture. Studying Spanish is important for my career. Studying Spanish is important for me because it will make me smarter. Please check below your ability to communicate in Spanish. Can understand somewhat but cannot speak the language. Can understand and speak the language somewhat. Can understand and speak the language very well. Native speaker or native-like ability in the language.
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