









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













NATIONAL RECOGNITION REPORT Initial Preparation of Social Studies Teachers NCATE recognition of this program is dependent on the review of the program by representatives of the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS).



COVER PAGE Name of Institution University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez Date of Review MM DD YYYY 02



/ 01



/ 2009



This report is in response to a(n): i Initial Review j k l m n j Revised Report k l m n j Response to Conditions Report k l m n Program Covered by this Review Secondary Education (History and Social Studies) Program Type First teaching license Award or Degree Level(s) i Baccalaureate j k l m n j Post Baccalaureate k l m n j Master's k l m n PART A - RECOGNITION DECISION SPA Decision on NCATE Recognition of the Program(s): j Nationally recognized k l m n j Nationally recognized with conditions k l m n i Further development required or Nationally recognized with probation [See Part G] j k l m n j Not nationally recognized k l m n Test Results (from information supplied in Assessment #1, if applicable) The program meets or exceeds an 80% pass rate on state licensure exams:



i j k l m n



Yes j No k l m n j Not applicable k l m n j Not able to determine k l m n Comment: While the pass score was 82%, 64% of the Social Studies candidates did not pass the PCMAS. The content subtopics focused heavily on history, although geography, economics and sociology were included. If there are two separate programs, History and Social Studies, each must be reported separately. Summary of Strengths: There is an emphasis on the development of teaching skills. There are efforts to incorporate NCSS standards into the student teaching assessment. PART B - STATUS OF MEETING SPA STANDARDS THEMES Standard 1.1. Culture and Cultural Diversity. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of culture and cultural diversity. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: There is no indication that the PCMAS exam addresses this standard. Only history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2, so there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed. The only common experience in the program is two semesters of the History of Puerto Rico and one semester of US history. There is no evidence, therefore, that the program addresses other standards. See Part C for further discussion of the assessments. Standard 1.2. Time, Continuity, and Change. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of time, continuity, and change. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



i j k l m n



j k l m n



Comment: Candidates demonstrate sufficient level of knowledge of the standard in PCMAS exam.



Two semesters of Puerto Rican history and one semester of US history are the only common requirements for the program and the basis of Assessment 2. The range of content in the history courses seems to be very limited preparation for candidates. Standard 1.3. People, Places, and Environment. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of people, places, and environment. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: Standard is addressed in the PCMAS exam. Courses addressed in Assessment 2 do not demonstrate attention to the principles of geography. Standard 1.4. Individual Development and Identity. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of individual development and identity. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: There is no indication that the PCMAS exam addresses this standard. Only two history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2; there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed in that assessment. Some psychology topics are addressed in required courses offered by the Teacher Preparation Program of Secondary Education but no grades were reported. Standard 1.5. Individuals, Groups and Institutions. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of individuals, groups, and institutions. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: Standard is addressed in PCMAS exam as part of social science section but no data were provided. Only history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2; there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed in that assessment.



Standard 1.6. Power, Authority, and Governance. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of power, authority and governance. Met Met with Conditions Not Met



j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: There is no indication that the PCMAS exam addresses this standard. Only history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2; there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed in that assessment.



Standard 1.7. Production, Distribution, and Consumption. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and disposition to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: Standard is addressed in PCMAS exam as part of social science section but no data were presented. Only history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2; there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed in that assessment. Standard 1.8. Science, Technology and Society. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of science, technology and society. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: The only common experience in the program is two semesters of the History of Puerto Rico and one semester of US history. There is no evidence that the specific content of this standard is met in those courses. How are candidates exposed to the concept that changes in science and tecnology have had an impact on human society? Standard 1.9. Global Connections. Candidates in social studies should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of global connections and interdependence. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: The only common experience in the program is two semesters of the History of Puerto Rico and one semester of US history. There is no evidence that the specific content of this standard is met in those courses. How are candidates' exposed to the concept that changes in transportation, communication, trade, and travel have increasingly connected regions of the world? Standard 1.10. Civic Ideals and Practices. Candidates in social studies should possess the



knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of civic ideals and practices. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment: There is no indication that the PCMAS exam addresses this standard. Only history courses were analyzed for Assessment 2; there is no indication that this standard is specifically addressed. 2.0 SOCIAL SCIENCE DISCIPLINES Standard 2.1. History. Candidates who are to be licensed to teach history at all school levels should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of history. Met Met with Conditions Not Met Not Applicable j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



j k l m n



Comment: If one of the licenses is in History then the program must address this standard as well. Several statements throughout the report indicate licensure (a degree?) in history and others, a degree in social studies. This must be clarified and may mean that the program will have to prepare two reports, one for the history licensure and one for the social studies licensure. Standard 2.2. Geography. Candidates who are to be licensed to teach geography at all school levels should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of geography. Met Met with Conditions Not Met Not Applicable j k l m n



j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment:



Standard 2.3. Civics and Government. Candidates who are to be licensed to teach civics and/or government at all school levels should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of civics and government. Met Met with Conditions Not Met Not Applicable j k l m n



j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment:



Standard 2.4. Economics. Candidates who are to be licensed to teach economics at all school levels should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of economics.



Met j k l m n



Met with Conditions j k l m n



Not Met j k l m n



Not Applicable i j k l m n



Comment:



Standard 2.5. Psychology. Candidates who are to be licensed to teach psychology at all school levels should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of psychology. Met Met with Conditions Not Met Not Applicable j k l m n



j k l m n



j k l m n



i j k l m n



Comment:



3.0 PROGRAMMATIC STANDARDS FOR INITIAL LICENSURE Standard 3.1. Course or Courses on Teaching Social Studies. Institutions preparing social studies teachers should provide and require prospective social studies teachers to complete a course or courses dealing specifically with the nature of the social studies and with ideas, strategies, and techniques for teaching social studies at the appropriate licensure level. Met i j k l m n



Met with Conditions j k l m n



Not Met j k l m n



Comment: There is a course specifically addressing the teaching of social studies. Standard 3.2. Qualified Social Studies Faculty. Institutions preparing social studies teachers should provide faculty in the social studies and social studies education components of the program who are recognized as (a) exemplary teachers, (b) scholars in the fields of social studies and social studies education, and (c) informed about middle and secondary school classrooms and teaching. Met Met with Conditions Not Met j k l m n



i j k l m n



j k l m n



Comment: NCSS expects that faculty who teach the social studies methods course and who supervise student teaching will have credentials in social studies or in one of the relevant disciplines and, preferably, will have had teaching experience at the middle or secondary level. it is not clear that this is so. The program will have to address this in the next submission. PART C - EVALUATION OF PROGRAM REPORT EVIDENCE C.1. Candidates’ knowledge of content.



Candidates' performance on the licensure exam is provided and has been disaggregated by History and Social Sciences candidates. Data indicate that the small number of history candidates generally had higher scores and a 100% pass rate for the three years of data provided while Social Sciences candidates had pass rates of 100%, 86%, and 64%. Subscore data were provided but not disaggregated by program. In each of the areas included: Ancient and Medieval History, Puerto Rico and Latin American History and Geography, U.S. History and Geography, Social Studies (Economics and Sociology), and Pedagogical Situation, aggregated candidate scores in each area ranged from the low 40's to the high 50's on an 80 point exam. Is this significant as a measure of program strength? The program is attempting to determine why the social studies candidates had such a low pass rate in the most recent administration of the exam and is taking steps to improve their performance. While the catalog description of social sciences was included, there was no program of study submitted that was specific to the program (or programs). What, if any, academic courses are required for candidates other than the two history courses mentioned? Are candidates exposed to content relevant to geography, political science, economics, sociology, psychology, anthropology, etc.? If so, what are the requirements and how do they perform in those courses? The documents provided are not clear. Must candidates complete a degree in history or one of the social sciences and then add education courses? How does this fit together? The "checklists" that utilize only course numbers are useful for internal purposes but are a challenge for reviewers. While the program identified elements in the history courses that they believe indicate the strength of candidates' knowledge of content relevant to multiple NCSS Standards, that provides insufficent evidence. Even in the History major, the program should have an expectation for candidates to take a distribution of courses in the "core curriculum," "common core," or "general education" (as reviewers are not sure of the terminology used by the institution) portion of the curriculum that would address NCSS Standards beyond NCSS Standard 1.2. C.2. Candidates’ ability to understand and apply pedagogical and professional content knowledge, skills, and dispositions. The Teacher Work Sample is used for both Assessment 3 and Assessment 5. The Student Teaching evaluation in Assessment 4 adds information about candidates' capacities. NCSS themes are used as an additional element in completing the assessment. According to data presented, candidates performed adequately in addressing multiple NCSS Standards. A portion of Assessment 6, entitled Professional Skills for Teaching Secondary School exam, also offers some indication of candidates' knowledge of pedagogical concepts and practices and their ability to apply the principles and techniques of teaching. C.3. Candidate effects on P-12 student learning. The Teacher Work Sample is also used to assess the candidates' awareness of their effect on student learning. PART D - EVALUATION OF THE USE OF ASSESSMENT RESULTS Evidence that assessment results are evaluated and applied to the improvement of candidate performance and strengthening of the program (as discussed in Section V of the program report)



The preparers of the report cite the high passing rate of candidates in the Basic Battery Test of the Puerto Rican Certification Exams. They are exploring efforts to improve candidate success in content courses. Curricular changes in the program are under consideration. Additional attention is being given to strengthening candidates' performance in student teaching. There is work to be done by the program coordinators and the faculty, and there are signs that work is underway. PART E - AREAS FOR CONSIDERATION Areas for consideration Since there appears to be at least two programs, reviewers strongly suggest that each be reported separately in Assessment 2. Program faculty should clearly identify the curriculum for each program. In both (all?) programs, NCSS Standard 1.2 is not the only standard addressed in the program (which is how data were presented in this submission). However, reviewers could not determine the requirements for each program. All required courses should be provided for each program (courses in the general education/liberal studies program may be included in program requirements). Based on data provided with this submission, it appears that the only content area candidates are exposed to is History (NCSS Standard 1.2.) The reviewer were unable to determine if portions of selected history courses sufficiently address the strength of candidates' knowledge of content of the other disciplines or that the whole course grade is sufficient evidence of the stength of candidates' knowledge of the multiple standards. The only standards for which a portion of a course may be applicable are NCSS Standards 1.8 and 1.9. Candidates' performance on the licensure exam (particularly in the Social Studies option[s?]) seems to need improvement. Since data were provided only by aggregated scores, it is difficult to determine if mulitiple candidates are struggling or if only a few are not performing well. The aggregated scores in the subscore areas seem to be low. Faculty may wish to review the fit between the programs and the focus of the licensure exam, as well as the fit with NCSS Standards. Since the exam is indicated as addressing History, Economics, Geography, and Sociology, how are candidates exposed to content relevant to the disciplines other than history? How are they exposed to government/political science? The curriculum sheets are not clear. This submission has provided adequate evidence of candidates' pedagogical skills. The primary focus for resubmission are the curriculum concerns, Assessment 2 data, and clarification of faculty credentials for the instructor of the Social Studies Methods Course and supervisors of student teaching. PART F - ADDITIONAL COMMENTS F.1. Comments on Section I (Context) and other topics not covered in Parts B-E: In resubmission faculty should consider the fit between the programs and NCSS Standards. While the licensure exam strongly emphasizes History (NCSS Standard 1.2 and 2.1) as do both (or all?) programs (or majors), additional standards are addressed in that exam and NCSS expects that even single discipline programs need to expose candidates to courses that focus on the content and concepts of NCSS Standards 1.1-1.10. The report offers almost no attention to any discipline except history, and the focus in the history courses is much too narrow. Are there multiple program options in Social Studies? The report seems to indicate a History Option (with a small number of candidates), and a Social Studies Option, but there are references in various



places that indicate there may be additional content major options, but none were included in this report. The report states that candidates can major in other social sciences, but there is no evidence that shows this, analysis of their success, or even of their curriculum. F.2. Concerns for possible follow-up by the Board of Examiners: None. PART G - DECISIONS Decision i The program does not currently satisfy SPA requirements for national recognition. See below for j k l m n details. PROGRAM DOES NOT MEET SPA REQUIREMENTS FOR NATIONAL RECOGNITION Terms and Subsequent Actions



i j k l m n



Further Development Required. The program does not satisfy SPA requirements for national recognition. The program has up to two opportunities to submit revised reports addressing unmet standards and other concerns noted in the recognition report. The range of possible deadlines for these reports are April 15, 2009 (with a response due back from the SPA by 9/1/09); September 15, 2009 (with a response due back from the SPA by 2/1/10); and February 1, 2010 (with a response due back by 7/15/10). Note that the opportunity to submit two revised reports is only possible if the first revised report is submitted by the April 15, 2009 deadline. However, the program should NOT submit a Revised Report until it is confident that it has addressed all of the unmet standards and any other critical concerns cited in this recognition report. If no reports are submitted by 2/1/10, program status will revert to not recognized. After 2/1/10, NCATE will not accept a revised report. However, the institution may submit a new program report (rather than a revised report) addressing all standards, at either Feb. 1 or Sept. 15 of a calendar year (submission dates for new program reports). In states that require NCATE program review, another program report must be submitted before the next NCATE accreditation visit. Comment on decision:



Please click "Next" This is the end of the report. Please click "Next" to proceed.
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