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National Society Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools Report Freeman’s Endowed Voluntary Controlled Junior School Westfield Road Wellingborough Northants NN8 3HD Diocese: Peterborough Local authority: Northamptonshire Dates of inspection: 1st June 2012 Date of last inspection: 23rd June 2008 School’s unique reference number: 121999 Headteacher: Mr Janis Zakis Inspector’s name and number: Edward Husbands 481 School context The school is an oversubscribed average sized two form entry junior school, serving an urban area near the centre of Wellingborough. There are 235 pupils on roll, who come from mixed socio-economic backgrounds, with about three quarters being of White British Heritage. The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Freeman’s as a Church of England school are good This is a school where its Christian vision is firmly set, thereby shaping the very good standards of care and learning. Respect for all within the school community is paramount. Pupils like their school, are happy there, and feel safe and secure. Established strengths • • • •



Christian values that are evident in everyday life and in very good relationships within the whole school community Collective worship which is seen as being a vital part of the school day, and as such is highly valued by all Dedicated teamwork that sees all staff working to support all pupils An effective School Council which is appreciated by pupils, staff, governors and parents Focus for development



•



• •



Enrich pupils’ awareness of the diversity of communities and cultures in this country by arranging more visits from speakers of other faiths and more visits to their places of worship Find ways to improve communications with parents so that the school’s values can be shared more widely Explore opportunities for strengthening the links with the parish church of St Barnabas



The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the needs of all learners The school’s Christian philosophy lies at the centre of all that it does, and its values, “be kind, be honest, forgive”, permeate the fabric and practice of the school, and are reflected in the good behaviour of the children and the very good relationships within the whole school community. The importance of the school’s church status is featured prominently in the school’s brochure and on the school website. Parents speak highly of the school, commenting on its “family feel” and the importance it attaches to its Christian ethos. Many parents opt to send their children here even though they do not live within the school’s designated area. Pupils speak positively about their experiences at school, about their learning and how they can make a difference to the world in which they all live. Children feel safe and secure. Pupils work well and show respect towards adults and each other. They are sociable and welcoming to visitors to the school. The pupils are offered a good level of support for spiritual reflection during school worship which is enhanced by excellent visual displays around the school. Pupils’ opinions are voiced through the school council, which meets regularly. They are pleased to have a voice where their views are heard and



sometimes acted upon. Pupils are developing a good sense of citizenship. Their contribution to activities outside school are good features, as are links with other organisations, although school leaders and governors acknowledge the rich potential of further developing these links in order to help in developing a greater awareness of local, national and global issues. The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding The head, staff, governors and pupils see collective worship as a vital and central part of the school day, and it is soundly based on Christian values. Pupils enjoy it and have an extremely positive attitude, as was evident by both their comments and those of their parents. Pupils say they enjoy worship because they learn about Christianity, how to tell right from wrong, and how to behave well. One pupil commented, “It makes us think about what we do and the consequences of our actions.” Worship is very well planned around themes that reflect the main festivals of the Church year, such as Christmas, Easter and Harvest. Some special services are held in the parish church. Worship involving the whole school community is led by the headteacher or other members of staff, and there is a real sense of reverence throughout. The parish priest occasionally comes to lead, as do other visitors. The many displays of a Christian nature on the walls of the hall visibly turn it into a place of worship and ensure the children enter and leave in a quiet and respectful manner. The school, including members of the governing body, records and monitors collective worship, and evaluates its impact on pupils. The children value taking an active part in collective worship, and would like the opportunity to be more involved. Recommendations from the last Section 48 report concerning collective worship, with particular reference to prayer, have been acted upon. Pupils have a very good understanding of the purposes of prayer, such as saying thank you, saying sorry, asking for help, and seeking forgiveness, and are aware that it is a conversation with God. They enjoy sharing their own prayers during worship, as well as reciting the Lord’s Prayer, which is known by all. Pupils have an excellent understanding of Anglican tradition and practice through the school’s partnership with the parish church, the involvement of the parish priest and other Anglican visitors. The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is good The headteacher’s strong and effective leadership is clearly rooted in Christian values. In this he is very well supported by the governors and the staff. The school’s value statement reflects a commitment to its Christian vision. The school attaches great importance to its church foundation and is currently seeking to further strengthen its links with the local church. The foundation governors have a good knowledge of the school. They are regular visitors, attending assemblies, monitoring lessons and talking to pupils. All this ensures that the school’s Christian values are maintained. The school is focused on improvement by the clear and committed vision of the headteacher that encourages everyone to strive for personal and academic success. He and the staff are good role models for pupils in their relationships and in their management of the school. All members of the school community are valued. New pupils and families are warmly welcomed. Pupils’ abilities and needs are identified early and effectively addressed in close partnership with parents. The staff collaborate effectively as a closely knit team. Religious education is well and enthusiastically co-ordinated. The school uses the Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus and the subject is well tracked and assessed, with standards being in line with other subjects. Pupils are proud to belong to the school and acknowledge the impact of the Christian values of the school on their lives. Communication with parents and the wider community is good, although both the school and the parents would like to see this contact improved. The school has good links with the church, although the school would like to see this link reinforced, strengthened and developed. There is clear evidence that the well-being of staff and pupils is a high priority and the school is constantly sensitive to meet the needs of all. SIAS report June 2012 Freeman’s Endowed VC Junior School, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 3HD
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