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On Bicentenary of Karl Marx



Relevance of Marxism in Contemporary World Karl Marx was an eminent philosopher, renowned economist, historian, journalist, political ideologue, revolutionary socialist, great intellectual, multilingual expert. His birthday bicentenary is being celebrated in a spectacular way all over the world from May 5, 2018 onwards throughout the year. Karl Marx obtained law degree and simultaneously studied Hegelian philosophy. Marx was a great scientific thinker, yet there are some pseudo intellectuals who have distorted Marxism. They have written books to prove that Marxism is no more relevant in the contemporary world. Their main aim is to continue with the status quo and serve the existing bourgeois society. A vicious propaganda is also on in social media stating that socialism proposed by Karl Marx has failed in Soviet Union. Fidel Castro, the Cuban revolutionary, has given befitting reply to those who made such allegations. He questioned them straight away: “Where has this capitalism become successful?” He asked, could capitalism solve the problem of unemployment, poverty, hunger? Economic offences, scams, scandals, economic crises are order of the day in any capitalist society. Karl Marx also has categorically stated that “philosophers all over the world have interpreted the world in



various ways; the point however is to change it”. Marx is poetic. He is straight and sharp in his writings. His pen is piercingly sharp to enemies. Karl Marx had studied in depth the condition of the working class in the then prevailing situation in Britain especially in the background of industrial revolution. He had started forming trade unions in London. Karl Marx had written the world famous classical



production and production relations clash with each other changing the socioeconomic formations and how finally springs up a new system of exploitation-less society. Karl Marx had famously given the slogan to working class calling them to unite for the struggle stating that “Workers of the world, you have nothing to lose but the chains”. He had given guidelines to working class to intensify the class



rx a rl M a K work Das Capital and along with Frederick Engels had written the Communist Manifesto. These exemplary books have enticed millions of readers all over the world. In these volumes they have disclosed theory of surplus value, and how capitalists appropriate wealth. They have also explained how capitalists dig their own graves. They have also elaborated the way developing means of



struggles. Above all he had invented the theory of exploitation. He had also asserted that people are the driving force of the society. In the historical materialism he had concluded that “History of society is nothing but history of class struggles alone”. First time in the history, Bolsheviks overthrew the Tsarist regime in Russia with inspirations from the ‘Communist Manifesto;



and ‘Capital’. Communists of Russia had established a government which had provided food, shelter, clothes, and dignified jobs to all. It was a system where there was no exploitation of either man by man or nation by another nation. The same system has distributed lands to landless. Banks and industries were nationalised. Working class government had given top priority to space research. Yuri Gagarin and Valentina Tereshkova were the first cosmonauts who could triumph in space travel. Soviet Union had achieved many successes in heavy industry and medical sector. It had also rendered co-operation to many developing nations. Ruling Communist Party had encouraged younger generation in sports and games. Hence Soviet Union, China, and other European socialist countries could bag 80 per cent of gold medals in Olympic Games. In China Mao Tse Tung had successfully organised Long March that paved way for building socialism in their own way with Chinese characteristics. At present China under communist rule has become second biggest economy after USA. It may surpass even USA within a short span of time. Soviet Union was under communist rule for seven decades. Likewise China continues under communist rule for



S. Sudhakar Reddy General Secretary, CPI



seventy years. They have made several victories, but some antiC o m m u n i s t intellectuals are making malicious propaganda against both Soviet Union and China. The same people are distorting Marxism. With the inspiration of Marxism, Cuban revolution was successful under the leadership of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara who had overthrown the dictatorship of Batista. Cuba under socialist government has stood in the forefront in medical field. It is Cuba which is sending medical teams to many countries wherever natural calamity occurs. Vietnam is a fast developing nation in the world. It had defeated 14 nations and also the USA that had attacked it. Laos is developing socialism in its own way. Even in South America many countries like Bolivia, Venezuela and Nicaragua could withstand against the pressures of IMF and World Bank in general and USA in particular. They have established their own bank. Communists of many On Page 10 New Age Weekly
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Kashmir Needs Political Initiative With daily worsening situation in the Valley, the political parties including the partners of the ruling alliance have unanimously urged the Union government to declare ceasefire for the month of Ramadan and continue it till the end of Amarnath Yatra. They have cited the example of a similar ceasefire that was observed in 2000 when BJP leader Atal Behari Vajpayee was the prime minister. The initiative is welcome but not sufficient. It is not that the situation in the Valley, particularly in South Kashmir, has started deteriorating after the death of a tourist youth from Tamil Nadu who was hurt in stone pelting by protestors against the high-handedness of the security forces. The situation has remained grim since the Modi government came to power, as it has treated the Kashmir problem merely as that of law and order and had been trying to tackle the issue by use of force. It has fully swallowed the theory of the NSA Ajit Doval that the protestors should be suppressed to the extent that they do not dare to raise their heads again. The security forces have become more aggressive since the widespread protest against the killing of Burhan Wani who has been projected as a dreaded terrorist though many counter this claim of the administration. Since then the killings under the garb of “encounters” have become routine affair. Ordinary people are constantly under attack. People complain about the high-handedness of police and security forces. There have been allegations of raids on houses of innocents, of molestation and even rape of women and



abduction. Each action of the government leads to intensification of resentment and protest actions are getting wider support. The government had regularly tried to pass on the blame on terrorists from across the border. We do believe that the neighbouring Pakistan has stake in the Valley and its armed forces have their own strategy of annexing the valley. It does send terrorists and incite violence. But that is not the sole reason for the upsurge in discontent and protests. The problem has the political angle that the present rulers in Delhi are not ready to recognise. Rather they are just working on a strategy that is its opposite and goes against the overall interest of the country. People of Jammu and Kashmir rejected the creation of Pakistan on the basis of now much debated two nation theory and decided in favour of accession to India as the leaders of our freedom struggle had favoured the building of India as a Secular Democratic Republic. At that time, apart from the creators of Pakistan, it was the RSS and its allied Hindutva organisations that were opposed to Kashmir’s accession to India on the basis of the two nation theory propounded by Savarkar, much before Jinnah adopted it. They dreamt of having a Hindu Rashtra. They also opposed the concept of maximum of autonomy to the state under Article 370 of the Constitution. They are still of the same opinion and its political wing the Jana Sangh and later the BJP have included promise to do away with Article 370 and propagated it. Unfortunately, the successive Union governments too helped them by eroding the autonomy of Jammu and Kashmir. It has been the main cause



of dis-satisfaction and discontent. That remains to be the crux of the Jammu and Kashmir problem. As stated earlier, on the basis of its wrong perception, Narendra Modi government since its formation had been following a basically wrong policy. In place of political leaders taking initiative, the matter has been handed over to people who treat it just as a law and order problem. Most unfortunate part of this process is the utterances and actions of the army chief Bipin Rawat who is echoing the thinking of RSS-BJP. Apart from the developments within the Valley, the happenings in rest of India are also strengthening alienation and separatism among Kashmiris. The way the Hindutva forces have intensified their fascistic offensive against the basic ethos of our secular democratic Constitution and society is creating new threats to the unity and integrity of the country. Raising a new issue on a daily basis to hasten its plan for caste and communal polarisation of the plural and secular Indian society may garner a few more votes for BJP in 2019, but ultimately it will be wholly against the country’s unity and integrity. Issues like AMU and attack on Jamia Millia Islamia that target the very concept of secularism do affect the minds of Kashmiri people as well. To resolve the Kashmir tangle, not only political initiative in Jammu and Kashmir is required but also a counter offensive against those who are bent upon destroying the very secular democratic fabric of our society and Constitution.



Communist Parties of China & Vietnam Greet Sudhakar Reddy The international department of the central committee of the Communist Party of China has sent on April 30, 2018, the following message of congratulations to the national council of the Communist Party of India: Delighted upon hearing the successful conclusion of the 23rd National Congress of the Communist Party of India (CPI) and the re-election of Comrade Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy as general secretary of the national council of the Communist Party of India, the international department of the central committee of the Communist Party of China (IDCPC) wishes to extend our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to general secretary Reddy and all the comrades of CPI. It is our conviction that under the central leadership of the national council with Comrade Reddy as the general secretary, the CPI will continue to succeed in building a strong party and play an even greater role in promoting social and economic development in India. The CPC remains ready to take positive efforts to develop with the CPI a new type of party-to-party relations that seeks to expand common ground while reserving differences and enhances mutual respect and mutual learning, thus making new contribution to promoting sustained development of China-India relations. The IDCPC avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the national council of the CPI the assurances of its highest consideration. New Age Weekly



Communist Party of Vietnam Greets Communist Party of Vietnam general secretary Nguyen Phu Trong has sent the following message of congratulations to S Sudhakar Reddy on May 2, 2018 : We are very delighted to know that the 23rd National Congress of the CPI was concluded in a great success. On behalf of the central committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam, I would like to extend you my heartfelt congratulations on your reelection as the general secretary of the CPI. We strongly believe that the CPI, under the leadership of the national council headed by you, will be strengthened with great achievements, continue to protect the interests of the working class, make important contributions to the sustainable and prosperous development of India. May the solidarity, friendship and cooperation of our two parties and the people of the two countries be further strengthened and vigorously developed. Comrade, wish you good health and every success in your lofty position.
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23rd Congress of the Communist Party of India



Credential Committee Report Following is the text of the credential committee report presented in the 23rd Congress of the Communist Party of India held at A B Bardhan Nagar, Kollam (Kerala) from April 25 to 29, 2018: The credential committee formed by the Party Congress consisted of C R Bakshi (convenor), Ram Narsimha Rao (Telangana), K Rajan (Kerala), Bala Mallesh (Telangana), T N Murthy (Tamilnadu), Prabir Dev (West Bengal), Phulchand Yadav(UP) and Dr. Rayulu (Maharashtra), made their utmost to make thorough scrutiny of the credential forms submitted by the delegates, to make a comprehensive reporting of all the individual information provided by them, within two days of time, made available to the committee to study and compute the data. The following comrades outside the committee helped us to check-up details of information and tabulate them for totaling to the maximum extent possible: Arjun Prasad Singh and Vidyadhar Mukhyia from Bihar, Prince Mathew, K P Sandeep, P Gavas and Kannan from Kerala, (Dr) Sreekumar Mukherjee, Sikha Banerjee and Timir Bhattacharjee from West Bengal, J Boopallan and P Kempan from Tamilnadu and Daryao Singh Kashyap from Haryana and a number of delegates from Rangareddy District of Telangana. One delegate from Bihar, Akhilesh Kumar, fell ill and admitted in ICU in a local hospital for which the credential form could not be filled by him. Bihar state council of CPI through a letter, informed the committee about this. All together, the committee received 764 Credential Forms for scrutiny. However, the Central Office provided us a chart of the numbers of the total delegates and alternative delegates from the states including the number of observers who constitute a gross total of 810 as delegates, alternate delegates, special invitees, veteran and observers who have been allowed to attend this 23rd Party Congress at Kollam. The youngest member among the delegates is from Jabalpur (Madhya Pradesh), Com. (Kumari) Ruchira Gupta, 20 years of age. The oldest among all the delegates was from Tamilnadu, D. Pandian, at 85 years of age, followed by him were C.R. Bakshi at 85, C A Kurian, Ex. MLA from Kerala at 84, Gurudas Dasgupta at 83 years and 5 months and Raghavachari at 79. P K Ganguly at 82, Mohan Sharma at 80 were all in this category. The comrades who attended highest number of Party Congresses were C R Bakshi (17), S Sudhakar Reddy, general secretary (16) and E. Nageswara Rao (16). Two state secretaries had recorded



themselves as ‘alternate delegates’. One comrade was having income of 12 lakhs – but ‘not paying levy’ why? Moulana from Khammam district of Telangana spent seven years in jail. Let us greet him. Ram Narsimha Rao from Telangana can read eight languages. Dr. Yugal Rayulu, another member of the Credential commission is also able to read seven languages. Sudhakar Reddy is paying levy of 15 percent per annum. All other Ex-MPs are paying levy as fixed by the party regarding. Bhupinder Sikngh Samber spent one year underground. Joginder Singh Dayal (Tiger) also spent one year in jail. One of the highlights to be noted here was that there were 187 (24 percent) delegates who were first time attending a party congress. The age group breakup of the delegates, alternate delegates and observers are as follows: 18-25 = 4 (0.5 percent) 26-35 = 25 (3 percent) 36 -45 = 82 (11 percent) 46-55 = 186 (24 percent) 56-75 = 391 (51 percent) 75 and above = 22 (3 percent) The total of male delegates = 683 (89 percent) Female delegates = 81 (11 percent) This time their percentage has gone down. Some more highlights: Regarding educational qualification, there was much less number of illiterates among the delegations from states. On average, nearly 50 percent among the delegates from states, particularly from southern states, have completed graduation or post graduation. Regarding Party schooling, almost all the delegates of age group 40 and above had attended party schools of varied periods, including 28 delegates who attended party schools abroad. In Kerala, cent percent of the members of the delegation pay party levy and all of them subscribe to party journals. 98 delegates out of 108 are readers of both New Age and Janayugam, an ideal position. From the state 53 out of 108 are first timers attending the Party congress. West Bengal delegation of 37, consisted of 75 percent between 56 to 75 age group. Thus the Kerala Party appears becoming younger while West Bengal party is becoming older. In the delegation from Punjab, out of 33, 32 are subscribers of party journals, again a good example.



Bihar delegates are all paying party levy, (except 3), all the delegates attended the Party schools at different levels. Amongst the Tamilnadu delegates, out of 106, there were 80 comrades who subscribed to both New Age and Janayugam daily. There were 18 comrades who joined CPI after leaving some bourgeois party and 21 came from left parties. After independence, the number of those who were in jail was recorded as 281 and 45 comrades had gone underground at different times. Members of the Class and mass organizations among the delegates: AISF 20 AIYF 47 NFIW 53 AIKS 101 AITUC 195 BKMU 53 Teachers 11 PWA 6 AIPF 2 Adivasi 4 IDPD 5 INSAF 3 PSC 1 MLA/MLC 3 EX-MLA/-MLC 52 Local Bodies 49 Ministers 4 MPs 2 Ex-local bodies 24 Professionwise Party Wholetimers 454 Employees 26 Agricultural Labours 4 Journalists 4 Industrial Workers 24 Primary teachers 3 Secondary teachers 13 College teachers 9 University teachers 4 Advocates 44 Engineers 5 Artisans 2 Self Employed 9 Others 36 Party Journal readership New Age 368(48%) Mukti Sangharsh 98 (13 %) In conclusion, the Credential Committee feels that the Congress was highly successful in inspiring not only to the delegates present, but also the entire party at all levels would be enthused with the message 23 rd Congress of CPI to advance the cause of Communist movement and find new alternatives for communist unity, and path for saving secularism and democracy in India. „ New Age Weekly
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Messages from World Communist and Workers’ Parties The following is the third and last set of texts of message of greetings from the Communist and Workers’ Parties all over the world to the 23 rd Congress of the Communist Party of India: Communist Party of Bohemia & Moravia Vojtech Filip, chairman of the Communist Party of Bohemia & Moravia (Czech Republic) has sent the following message: Communist Party of Bohemia & Moravia is sending its most cordial greetings to your party’s 23rd Congress. It is held in the times when the crisis in Europe as well as all around the world continues to deepen despite all the proclamation from the centres of both European and global economics, and living standards of ordinary people persistently drops down, while the rich get persistently richer. All of us are truly conscious that against these both political and the global crisis, it is necessary to fight by all means, by all strength, and also all New Age Weekly



together worldwide. Please, accept this letter at least, as our expression of solidarity as well as our greetings to all progressive people to be connected in the struggle for better world. We need to fight for the people for their rights and the fairer society. We fully realise that the issue of peace and security is currently a priority worldwide. We call all the progressive forces to unite against imperialism and oppression of the working people and endangering of the world peace. We’ll follow the proceedings of your Congress with great attention and wish you at the same time that it becomes a turning point in your further activities as well the impulse to strengthen the unity of the party and an inspiration for other communist and workers’ parties around the world. * * * Communist Party USA John Bachtell, national chair, Communist Party of USA has sent the following message:



I have the honour to send you the warmest greetings of the Communist Party USA on the occasion of the 23 rd Congress of your party. The working class of India, in whose struggles your party plays such an important role, faces a difficult situation with the increasingly reactionary policies of the BJP government, to which



the US in November of 2016. The targeting of religious and ethnic minorities for harsh g o v e r n m e n t crackdowns, and the use of violence by the right wing in parallel to these retrograde policies, are very familiar to us.



Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, we would like to convey our best wishes and w a r m e s t congratulations to the Congress and through this Congress to all members of Communist Party of India and the entire Indian people.



Only the united action of the real working class and democratic forces, in your country as in ours, can put a stop to these d a n g e r o u s developments.



Lao People’s Revolutionary Party The central committee of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party has sent the following message:



This Congress is a s i g n i f i c a n t politica1event of the Communist Party of India and also indicates its expanded important role in the political arena of the country. We are confident that the resolutions to be adopted by the Congress will be the guidelines and platform for your party’s future leadership in accordance with the desire of the Indian working people into the development of India and also contributing to the cause of peace, friendship, cooperation and development in the Asia region and the world.



On the occasion of the opening of the 23rd Congress of the Communist Party of India, on behalf of the central committee of the



On this splendid occasion, we wish the 23 rd Congress of the Communist Party of India brilliant success. On Page 10



We have the greatest confidence that the CPI will be up to the task of leading in these important struggles! now is added violent fascist attacks by RSS fanatics, abetted by officialdom, on members of your party and of other left and progressive organisations. We in the CPUSA follow these developments with concern, not the least because they parallel developments in our own country since the election of Donald Trump as president of



May your 23 rd Party Congress be a rousing success! * * *
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May 13–19, 2018 Change has been the watch word of the young, throughout human history. History of philosophy and revolutions testify this fact. Go through pages of the revolutions that remoulded the face of the world. It was the irresistible urge of the youth that made the revolutions possible. Of course, they were all armed with revolutionary theory and ideals that illuminated their path. These basic lessons are applicable for all stages of social developments. When India stands at the crossroads of history the youth of the country is called upon by our times to look back to the past and to define their task for the present. Then only they would be able to live in a new India for which their forerunners laid their lives. The life and martyrdom of Bhagat Singh and his comrades would guide them to understand their own selves and spell out their goals. Bhagat Singh was a ‘terrorist’ and an ‘anti national’ for certain political pandits who were trained in the colonial school of patriotism. They refused to understand the true revolutionary patriot who believed in mass action for the liberation of motherland. They chose to forget that Bhagat Singh was the founder member of Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. The revolutionary in Bhagat Singh opted for taking up the bomb that was thrown not to hurt anybody present in the constituent assembly, but to draw their attention to the leaflet called “Philosophy of bomb” strewn there by him and his comrade Batukeswar Dutt. The leaflet clearly explained that such actions were not substitute for mass upsurge. The organised youth and student movements of the



country always drew inspiration from the legacy of Bhagat Singh and his comrades. It was not accidental that Bhagat Singh was reading Lenin even minutes before he was executed. All these explained something which was important for the strengthening of youth and student movements in India before and after independence. The paradox is that those forces that never took part in the freedom struggle and who depicted Bhagat Singh and his fellow men as terrorists have now begun to call themselves as his followers. Their claims could be easily challenged if one goes through the writings and speeches of Bhagat Singh. The youth and students today are victims of neo liberalism closely connected with m a r k e t fundamentalism. The exponents of right wing politics, especially the communal fascists, are keenly trying to get the young generation in their folds. They are eager not to expose them to the reasons behind the capitalist crisis that has engulfed along with other countries, the Indian society too. During the last decades of previous century, capitalism came in a new garb of globalisation. Its protagonists boasted that this new stage of capitalist development is the panacea for all the evils in the society. They try to convince people that the era of LPG (Liberalisation, P r i v a t i z a t i o n , Globalisation) is the beginning of a new hope for young generation. They formulated the ‘trickle down theory’ in order to impress that prosperity would trickle down till it reaches the poorest of the poor. But in reality, it has been proved otherwise.



Change, a Watch Word for Our Youth Wealth and prosperity gets accumulated with the super rich only. Nothing was allowed to trickle down. Recent studies by Oxfam reveal that 73 percent of the wealth in India is controlled by only one percent at the top. Development under neo liberalism gives only despair to the young generation. In his latest encyclical letter Pope Francis himself has stated that “the trickledown theory has been proven a myth”. Rulers of the neo liberal genesis talk too much about growth and development, but the experience has shown that it is only rootless and jobless growth. As the ‘Occupy Wall Street’ movement has stated, this growth was achieved only for the one percent destroying the 99 percent. The natural response of the youth and students towards such an unjust and undemocratic system will be that of contempt. If those natural instincts are channelized through a revolutionary path, possibilities of ending the exploitative system could emerge. Fully aware of this danger, the strategists of neo liberal, corporate plunderers have been consciously evolving new value concepts where money alone matters. Youth and students are asked to follow their own suit through various means including education, culture, information and technology, and all the time keeping them far away from the reality of life. Hitlerite doctrine of ‘catch them young’ is effectively utilised for this agenda. Ever growing unemployment is the harshest reality staring



Binoy Viswam at the Indian youth. Following the footsteps of Hitlerite propaganda during German elections in 1933, Narendra Modi during 2014 elections in India was shedding crocodile tears over unemployed youth. He promised two crore jobs every year to redress their sorrows but BJP government failed to create even two lakh jobs annually. World Bank Studies predict that India would lose 69 percent of existing jobs due to automation in the coming year. Economic measures like disinvestment, demonetisation and GST and communal frenzies like cow vigilantism caused loss of jobs to lakhs of young people in urban and rural India alike. Plight of the people even after 71 years of independence would naturally agitate the minds of Indian youth. The crisis in education needs to be analysed in the background of deepening socio economic crisis taking place under the RSS controlled, corporate driven Modi g o v e r n m e n t . Universities and other centres of higher education are fuming like a volcano. RSS ideology with their proclaimed goal of Hindu Rashtra has declared war against all the virtues and values of Indian ethos, reflected in the Constitution of the nation. Their intolerance towards scientific temper and knowledge based on it has converted the field of education into an ideological battlefield. The forces of communal fascism with the



wholehearted support of the government are trying to conquer educational institutions in order to distort history, science and literature and to restructure them in fascist mould. If the class rooms are allowed to succumb before the RSS game plan, future of the nation would be in dark. Ever since Modi government came to power its fascist aggressiveness was imposed on every segment of life. Its economic policy is determined by the interests of finance capital. Its world outlook is derived from the ultra reactionary philosophy of racial pride. When these two elements join together the threat of fascist menace looms large over the country’s future. As a part of their strategy the Sangh Parivar is bent to divert the attention of people from the real issues. They want to push aside problems like unemployment, price rise, educational crisis etc and to draw the imagination of young people to myths and concocted stories. In this attempt to manufacture consent, media- print, visual and social alike is used as the powerful instrument. They want to de-ideologise the thoughts of young people and to make them the obedient supporters of the ultra right reactionary politics. It is high time that the forces of real change should address this complex situation where young people are becoming more and more apolitical. In the present conditions to become politically neutral means to serve the reactionary



On Page 12 New Age Weekly
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May Day Celebrations in Telangana HYDERABAD: Massive May Day rally was organized from state AITUC office in Himayathnagar to King Koti (Shalimar Function Hall) and culminated into a public meeting. National council secretary of the Communist Party of India K Narayana, Telangana state secretary Chada Venkat Reddy, AITUC national secretary Dr B V Vijayalakshmi, state general secretary Vujjini Ratnakar Rao, and state secretary Md.Yousuf, were among those who addressed the gathering. State secretary N Karuna Kumar, vice president P Prem Pavani, Hyderabad city president B Venkatesham, general secretary M Narsimha, Medical Contract Union Leaders M Laxmi Bai, Haseena Begum, Srinivas also took part. The leaders gave a call



to fight against the antilabour policies of the Modi government to protect their rights. The Modi government has decided to change the labour laws in favor of capitalists to exploit the working class even more. Even though all trade unions have been fighting together, the government refuses to consider their justified demands. At this juncture, the working class has no other option except unleashing a fight. The Telangana state government has to revise the minimum wages every three years. Unfortunately in last five years, all government orders have not crossed five years. But the state government is not interested to revise the government orders for minimum wages at the behest of the



Telangana state secretary Chada Venkat Reddy leading MayDay rally managements. There are workers in the state, including the contract workers, that are not covered in the ESI, Provident Fund Acts. State chief minister had promised while campaigning for elections to abolish the contract labour system



and regularize the workers who are working in the system, but till date neither anybody has been regularized nor the contract labour system abolished. In this regard the working class has to fight to achieve their justified demands.



In the state, the masses were organized in all the districts, Mandal centers, Industrial centers like Singareni, RTC, cement, defence for May Day rallies and to conduct public meetings in an impressive manner.



128th May Day Celebrations in Manipur



Manipur state secretary L Sotin Kumar addressing the celebrations IMPHAL: The All India Trade Union Congress, along with Manipur State Committee observed the May Day 128 th celebration here on May 1, 2018 at GM Hall. A large member of ASHA workers, Anganwadi workers and helpers, Mid-Day Meal workers, Mutiya workers, Barbers, shop and establishment workers, construction workers, street vendors took part enthusiastically in the



celebrations. A state level convention of All Manipur ASHA Workers Union was also held in the morning, besides representative of Drivers Union, Confederation of Government Employees Union, teachers, health d e p a r t m e n t , Agricultural Workers Union, Student Federation, Youth Federation, Village Defence Force, district and local secretaries of the Communist Party of



A Sharatchandra Singh India, MSC, state council members among others took part massively in the colourful function. Among the presidium members were L Sotinkumar, general secretary, AITUC, Manipur state committee, Langol Iboyaima, member of state secretariat and a



progressive writer, A Lala Singh, state secretariat member, CPI, MSC/Social Activist, R K Amusana Singh, president, Working Women Forum, Manipur, H. Anil Singh, general secretary, All Manipur Road Transport and Motor Workers Union, Ksh. Tama Devi, Up. Adhaksha, Imphal East, president, Road Side Vendor Welfare Association, Manipur, S. Manglem Singh,



president, All Manipur Road Transport Drivers & Motor Workers Union, Manipur, S. Chandramani Singh, president, All Manipur Shops & Establishment Employees Union, Manipur, S. Sorojini Devi, All Manipur Nupi Marup, H. Ibobi Singh, general secretary, Manipur Loumi Lup, Kh. Rameshwor Singh, State Secretary AISF, Manipur, Y. Indrani On Page 12 New Age Weekly
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Resolutions Adopted by 23



rd



The following are the second set of texts of the resolutions adopted at the 23rd Party Congress of the Communist Party of India held from April 25 to 29, 2018, at A B Bardhan Nagar, Kollam, Kerala: Stop Illegal Grabbing of Adivasi Land, Indiscriminate Displacement The government data suggests that 89.9 per cent of the tribal population still live in the rural areas, and merely 10.1 per cent of them have shifted to urban centres. Unfortunately, the Adivasis’ rights over natural resources were snatched away through various legislations in the name of national interest, economic growth and development. The data suggests that from 1951 to 2004, over 37 million people were displaced in the name of development in India and 26 million were forcibly displaced due to dams and canal constructions alone. The government accepts a national figure of over 60 million arising from development-related displacement of which 47 per cent of them were Adivasis. Perhaps, only 25 per cent people were rehabilitated in some way and 75 per cent were completely left out who are still waiting for rehabilitation. However, the State has been facilitating the resource grab in the name of economic growth and development. The land related legislations are known as the best protective laws for the Adivasis. For instance, the Section 46 (b), 71(a), 71(b) of the Chotanagapur Tenancy Act 1908 prohibits the transfer of Adivasis land, provides for restoration of the illegally transferred land and includes provision for penalty. Similarly, section 20 of Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act 1949, provides an opportunity for restoration of illegally transferred land. In Chhattisgarh, the section 170(b) of the Chhattisgarh Land Revenue Code 1959 bars the sale of tribal land to non-tribals. However, these legislations were grossly violated. According to annual report of the ministry of rural development (government of India) clearly indicates that the cases of illegal land alienation are increasing rapidly. The Adivasis are not able to protect the small patches of land they posses for their survival. Since, the Adivasis were historically alienated, dispossessed, displaced, exploited and marginalised, constitutional provisions were made for their safeguards. Similarly the Article 244 is titled as ‘Administration of scheduled areas and tribal areas”. The Act 244 (i) and 244(2) provides applicability of 5th schedule to the administration of tribal areas in Assam and any other state in India respectively. The basic features of 5th and 6 th schedule of Constitution is to remove these areas from the purview of the general law of the land and to make the governor sole repository of legislative power and to act on the advice New Age Weekly



of the Tribal Advisory council, or to hand over the functioning of these areas to autonomous districts and regions. The governor is fully authorised for protection of land, territory and resources of the Adivasis. However, the governors have totally failed to protect the interests of the Adivasi communities. The government of India introduced several laws to protect the rights of the Adivasis but in reality the central and state governments violated these laws to protect the interests of the business entities. For instance, the provisions of PESA Act 1996 empower the Gramasabha (Village council) regarding the natural resources of the village but in reality the government doesn’t accept the decision of Grammsabha. Similarly, the government of India introduced the Forest Rights Act 2006 with the objectives of righting the historic wrong done on the communities. The legislation recognise the individual rights over the forestland and community rights over the forest land and forest resources. The war for natural resources continues even today in the name of cleansing the CPI(Maoist). This has resulted in gross violation of civil and political rights of the Adivasis. The cases of brutal killing, molestation, rape, torture and false implications of innocent Adivasi men, women, girls, boys and children are a daily affair and the Indian State regularly denies to take action against the perpetrators despite several commission reports have exposed the naked truth. The corporate houses are forcing the governments to amend the land laws and acquire Adivasis’ land for them. For instance, the state government of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh amended the land laws to ensure agricultural land for the business entities. The state governments of the Tribal and Scheduled areas, are organising the global investors’ summits to attract the investors. They are also busy in signing more and more MoUs with the business entities, which have created fear, uncertainty and threat among the Adivasis. The 23rd Congress of CPI demands to stop the illegal grabbing of Adivasi Land and the indiscriminate displacement of the Tribals all over India. 23rd Party



Attack on Left by West Bengal TMC and Tripura RSS-BJP Decried When we are in our 23rd Congress, the left parties are under severe attack in West Bengal and Tripura by TMC authoritarian anarchist goons and RSS–BJP fascistic forces patronised by their respective governments. The attack in West Bengal is not new but was from the very beginning of 2011 when Mamata government came



to power. Now it is continuing and occurring on the eve of panchayat election. The attack on Tripura is new, which started from this year after BJP came to power. In West Bengal now the attack on the Left unleashed with new onslaught from the day of nomination for 9th panchayat election with single call of opposition-free Bengal in the same way as Modi’s call for opposition-free Bharat with the single motive to obstruct the opposition candidates from the fray. Five of our Left caders have been murdered, thousands are injured and most of them are in hospitals, thousands are uprooted from their areas. Now the date of election is declared and new attacks have been started to withdraw from the fray. After this, another set of attacks in new from would be started to obstruct voters from their right to franchise which is the experience of past. These types of Trinamool attack are not only destroying the democratic rights of the people but also helping BJP to dent in the society by many ways. So Bengal left parties are in complex and critical situation. In Tripura the saffron brigade has not only destroyed Lenin statues and ransacked the houses, party offices, shops and areas dominated by Left leaders, caders. Even elected MLAs are not in a position to enter their homes and areas. The saffron brigade is openly declaring and chanting that they captured the power to destroy Marxism–Leninism and the Left as a whole. Already they changed the names of Marx-Lenin road by Shyamaprasad and deleted the chapter of Marxism from the syllabus. Such a crucial situation is going on in West Bengal and Tripura. The 23 rd Congress of Communist Party of India strongly condemning barbarism of anarchist TMC and fascistic RSS–BJP and demand these must be stopped. This Congress expresses full solidarity with our Bengal and Tripura comrades and in general with the Left and with those respective masses.



Ensure Enhanced Maternity Entitlements Reach All The period of pregnancy, childbirth and early child care have been neglected by the State and by society in India, in spite of the Constitution having directed the State to provide special protections for maternity and the care under Article 42 specifically and protection of children. We continue to have unacceptably high levels of maternal and child mortality and malnutrition. Maternity entitlements are important for both recognition of women’s work as well as for enabling rest and nutrition during the period of pregnancy and child birth. Further, proper care during the period of pregnancy and early childhood has a number of social benefits including contributing towards a healthy and
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Party Congress of CPI at Kollam productive future labour force. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (amended in 2017) largely applies only to women working in organised sector while 90 per cent of the working women are in the unorganised and informal sector and thus do not receive any wage compensation during pregnancy and after child birth. For such women to be covered under MBA, there are many conditions which are either unreported or unfulfilled due to the nature of their work. Currently, there are large scale violations of the Act for the limited number of identified under the Act such as contractual workers, workers in factories & establishments, plantation workers due to employers’ nonaccountability and absence of any monitoring or grievance redressal mechanism by the State. The National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 includes a universal maternity entitlement scheme of at least Rs 6,000 for all pregnant and lactating women but this is inadequate. The amount is too low and not linked to wages. Moreover, even this limited amount is not being given to all women. For implementing this, the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) was notified in 2017, but the budget allocations for this scheme are very meagre and the scheme guidelines cover only the first live birth. Conditionalities such as this exclude the most marginalised women from getting maternity entitlements. Providing universal and unconditional maternity entitlements is primarily the responsibility of the State. In this context of inadequate and completely absent maternity entitlements, the conference resolves to include the following demands in our struggles: * Immediate implementation of the National Food Security Act 2013 with universal guarantee of at least Rs 18,000 as maternity entitlements without any conditions and not linked to the number of children. * Amendment of the Maternity Benefits Act to include progressive realisation of nine months of maternity leave (three months before childbirth to six months after) with full compensation of wages for all women, calculated at least according to minimum wages at prevalent rates. * Comprehensive maternity entitlements for all women working under government programmes including Anganwadi workers and helpers, ASHA workers, mid-day meal cooks and helpers and women working under MGNREGS. Paternity leave of two weeks must be provided to all biological fathers, adopting fathers’ as a standalone entitlement and not to be clubbed within women’s entitlements.



Mobilise Youth, Students against Unemployment Unemployment is undoubtedly one of the most serious problems the country



faces today. There is a great unrest in the country, especially amongst the students and youth for want of jobs and employment. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his party had skillfully exploited this unrest during the campaign for the 2014 Lok Sabha elections. They promised that if voted to power, their government would create additional two crore new jobs every year. In fact, this was one of the most catchy slogans foe electioneering. And they reaped huge dividends. The government has miserably failed to deliver on employment front. It has not taken any meaningful decisions to check unemployment in the country. Rather, it goes on harping on projects like ‘Make in India’, ‘Skill India’ and ‘Start Ups’ which are nothing but moves to hoodwink the people. The government has not been ready even to fill the vacant posts in government jobs. Ban continues on recruitment. Posts have been regularly surrendered. The total number of posts lying vacant or posts surrendered in government departments, institutions, establishments and public sector if filled may be more of a great relief to the unemployed youth. But the government would not do that. Of course, in view of the Lok Sabha elections in 2019, the central government and the BJP-ruled states are expressing that they are going to recruit in big numbers. In fact, Railways have already called applications for about a lakh of railway jobs, and more than 2.5 crores of applications have been reportedly received. However, government agencies have expressed that it is very difficult for them to handle such a large number of applications, and there are reports that the job may be handed over to some private companies. So the Modi government had led the nation to a situation that private companies will make recruitments for government jobs. And it can be any body’s guess, what sort of corruption this would lead to. Some of the recruitment bodies like State Service Commissions have already outsourced recruitment function to private companies. Now, four years of this government are over, and the people in general and the students and youth in particular are dismayed and disappointed that the promise for annually creating two crore jobs was a farce. They are feeling cheated. Far from creating additional jobs, the policies of this government have led to loss of jobs in all fields of industry and economic activity. One single decision of ‘notebandi’ caused loss of millions of jobs countrywide. Small and medium industry sector was so badly shattered that it has not been able to recover from the setback. The unemployment problem has assumed dangerous proportions. The country is



almost on the mouth of a volcano that can erupt any moment. This is quite visible in various movements coming to fore. Some of these movements even tend to take violent and ugly shape. Even the antireservation movements and agitations by different castes for reservation in education and jobs for their castes, and agitations of some castes demanding inclusion in SC or ST or OBC categories are manifestations of growing, rather exploding unrest because of unemployment. The 23rd Congress of the Communist Party of India takes serious note of this volcanic situation. It would be a mere ritual if we make a demand to the government to do something to enhance jobs and employment. The government is not going to do anything. Nor it is capable to do anything. Then what to do? There is a serious unrest and discontent amongst the students and youth. The communal forces have earlier exploited this unrest to their electoral benefits. They are again trying for that. There are now visible signs that those forces, especially the RSS and BJP are out to channelize this unrest to their parochial agenda. They are trying to engage the youth and students on frivolous issues. There is every danger that the youth and students may get swayed by the communal and divisive agenda and campaign of the communal forces. In such a situation, the CPI needs to mobilise the youth and students for struggles on their genuine demands, avenues for jobs being the foremost demand. Let us resolve to mobilise the students and youth so that they may not get swayed by the communal campaign going on with full swing. Let us resolve to strengthen our student and youth organizations, because it is through these organisations only that we can effectively mobilise the young sections of society for their demands as also for their participation in the democratic process of the country.



Withdraw NRC Amendment Bill On the issue of infiltration from neighbourhood and the question of citizenship of those who have migrated much earlier still spark fire and updation of the NRC 1951 on the basis of principles of Assam Accord under the strict supervision of the Supreme Court, the Communist Party of India demands a correct NRC where a single genuine Indian citizen will not be deprived and not a single illegal foreign citizen will be included. Now, to disturb the process, the central government introduced in Parliament a bill to amend the Citizenship Act of 1955 — Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016. If it becomes an act the linguistic and cultural identity of the Assamese people will be changed. Therefore there is a united protest is in Assam. New Age Weekly
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Messages from World Communist ... From Page 4 May the traditional friendly relation between the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and the Communist Party of India as well as the two peoples of Laos and India be further enhanced for the benefit of the peoples of Lao and India.



* * * Communist Party of Switzerland Massimiliano Ay, general secretary, Communist Party of Switzerland has sent the following message: India is an emerging economy that is part of the BRICS. The BRICS are today an important reality to build a multi-



polar world that can restrain Atlantic hegemony. We hope that the Communist Party of India (and its allies) could play a big role in the society to push India on clear anti-imperialist positions. Our party insists on the struggle against imperialism and against the balkanisation of sovereign states that is an instrument of instability that disadvantage peoples. We insist on keeping Switzerland out of NATO and the European Union and we demand that the concept of neutrality of our country be put at the service of peace and cooperation between the



West and the emerging Asian countries. Our party, however small it may be, is focusing on the renewal of internationalism



republics of erstwhile Soviet Union and east European countries are advancing forward. Capitalist countries which could not solve their own problems have no right to question socialist countries. Karl Marx had rightly pointed out that Marxism is not a dogma but would continuously keep changing according to conditions prevailing upon in the given time and place. After 1978, Deng Xiao Ping after Mao had brought out several reforms by which 80 crore people of China were liberated from poverty. Karl Marx had proved in his popular booklet the ‘Communist Manifesto’, that emergence of socialist system is inevitable. In his famous work ‘Das capital’ he has analysed and proved that class struggles would dismantle capitalist system and establish a new socialist system. We are literally witnessing many facts in front of us. In those days the working class used to work 14 to 16 hours a day. On May Day working class shed their blood demanding eight- hour working day. Workers, in the eight hours of their work, they get paid only for one or two hours to meet their basic essentials, New Age Weekly



the rest of the time is spent in working without payment for the profits of the owner of the company. The unpaid labour generates surplus value. In search of more profits, owners used to force the workers to slog for more hours. Later on, as they improved the technology of production process, the speed of the machines increased and production improved. Subsequently they started modernizing the machines further in order to get super profits. American imperialists have taken every precaution not to keep Marxist literature in their libraries. But in Internet, the entire Marxist literature is available. American imperialists are getting profits through software and hence they are developing that industry. They have stopped manufacturing traditional goods. Though in the Internet Marxist literature is available for readers, at the same time Internet is also simultaneously throwing venom of anticommunism. In search of super profits they are digging their own graves. The rate of exploitation is being increased by employing migrant workers in capitalist countries in general and in USA in



For this reasons, for peace and solidarity, we think your Congress is fundamental and we would like to express our solidarity to your works. * * *



through win-win cooperation projects among the emerging countries and Switzerland. want to reassert them our steadfastness to perpetuate the links between our both parties in matter of solidarity, mutual exchange and



Relevance of Marxism...



From Front Page



elaboration of common battles, so as to work towards a world of social justice, human emancipation and peace.



particular. They are extracting more work from workers by paying attractive overtime wages and providing meals with subsidised rates. Capitalists are extracting 14 to16 hours of work by providing facility of ‘work from home’. Karl Marx in his work ‘Das capital’ elaborated how capitalist class will increase working hours and enhance rate of exploitation. Capitalists will go to any extent of resorting to dirty tricks in order to increase working hours. Karl Marx had studied conditions of working class of many countries for 30 years and he could learn many languages in order to study the conditions of working class all over the world. As Karl Marx had envisaged, working class of France, Italy, England and USA are taking to the streets and organising strikes demanding right of association, right of collective bargaining, minimum wages and implementation, etc. Karl Marx had worked tirelessly for writing three components of Marxism namely Marxist philosophy (Dialectical materialism and Historical materialism), Political economy and Scientific



Communist Party of Turkey The central committee of the Communist Party of Turkey has sent the following message: The Communist Party of Turkey greets your 23rd Party Congress with comradely wishes of success and solidarity. At a time when the South Asia is becoming increasingly a region where different imperialist countries socialism. He had spent sleepless nights in order to write Das Capital. Family of Marx lived under utter penury. They were not even in a position to pay the rent of the house. Jennie Marx, as she was feeding her baby, it was blood not milk that poured from her due to lack of any, leave apart nutritious, food. But Marx remained undeterred and never stopped writing. He invented secret of exploitation of man by man and rendered his services to entire mankind in general and to working class in particular. Developments all over the world have established that Marxism is victorious. Karl Marx, while he was young, had written a poem in which he had emphasised that “a man should not live without aim and goal, that is living without life.” Let us move forward with optimism. Let us break the chains of slavery and unite workers of all countries. Let us together establish a society which will not have a place for wars and build up a society of peace and fraternity. Marx and India Marx made deep study about the then colonial India. He wrote a number of articles to New York Daily Tribune in 1857-59 during the First Indian War of Independence. He exposed the colonial plunder of India



fight for the dominance of their stakes and the rivalry is escalating at the expense of working class, the resistance and determination of communist parties of the region towards the goal of socialism becomes even more critical. Similar to that of India, we know and experience that the domestic reflection of these changes in the world is more reactionary and a u t h o r i t a r i a n governments, heavier oppression on peoples, inhumane working conditions and deepened exploitation. We also very well know that only socialism can reverse this trajectory and ensure equality, liberation and a secular On Page 12 by East India Company and named ‘Robert Clive as a ‘Great Robber’. The principal power behind the insurrection in 1857 was the people of India, who rallied to the struggle against the unbearable colonial oppression. He wrote: The introduction of Railways, industrialization of India by the British, will shake the Indian society which is stagnant, while destroying the native irrigation system, handicrafts and native professions, is not going to help Indians but will be exploiting them even more. “The Indians will not reap the fruits of new elements of society, scattered among them by the British bourgeoisie, till the Great Britain itself, the now ruling classes, shall have been supplanted by the industrial proletariat or till the Hindus themselves shall have grown strong enough to throw off the English yoke together”, Marx predicted. This was an excellent review of the then prevailing situation and as he predicted that India would attain independence through its great national movement. On the occasion of 200th birth anniversary of Karl Marx, let us concentrate on ‘Marxism and its scientific application’ to the historical conditions of India. That will be the appropriate tribute to Marx the great teacher of scientific socialism.„
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Unity with Democratic Forces, Way to Move Forward The following is the text of the speech delivered by CPI(ML) central committee member S Kumarasami on April 26, 2018 at the open inaugural session of the 23rd Congress of CPI at Kollam, Kerala: On behalf of the central committee of Communist Party of India (Marxist – Leninist), I extend my revolutionary greetings to all of you. Our Party wishes your 23rd Congress all success. CPI(ML) had its tenth Congress in Mansa, Punjab from March 23-28, 2018. CPI(M) had its 22nd Congress from April 18-22, 2018 in Hyderabad. Now CPI is holding its 23 rd Congress from April 25-29, 2018 in Kollam. We have held Congresses in the birth place of Bhagat Singh, in the historic soil of Telangana and are holding it in the land of Punnapura-Vayalar to rededicate ourselves to the glorious history of struggles and sacrifices of the great people of this country and to draw strength and inspiration from our communist tradition and roots. Rulers at the centre and the marauding Sangh Parivar are bent upon establishing a full-fledged Hindurashtra by 2025 which is the centenary year of RSS. We know that it is the Soviet Union which stopped the fascists and played a most crucial role in defeating them. The Left in India has to rise up to the occasion to defeat fascism and to build a people’s India. The RSS and the saffron brigades were hovering around the fringes of Indian society and polity. They had no role in India’s freedom movement. Rather, they were traitors who helped to divide the Indian people. Gandhi killers were lurking in off-stream dark corners. But now they are here, there and everywhere calling the shots and trying to set the country’s agenda. Let us resolve to fight and send these dark forces to the fringes where they belong unwept, unhonoured and unsung. The sustained economic depression, growing unemployment, economic insecurity, Islamophobia and anti-immigrant hysteria provide a fertile



ground for the resurgence of the fascist and racist politics in the US and many European countries. India’s growing integration with crisis-ridden global capitalist order and especially its increasingly close strategic ties with US imperialism and Israel serve to reinforce the fascist trends in India. How did these fascists become the leading political force in India? How did they acquire political legitimacy? How do we perceive their journey, movement? Long back, Clara Zetkin said that fascism has become a sort of refuge for the politically shelterless. She went on to warn us, ‘We must realise that fascism is a movement of the disappointed and of those whose existence is ruined’. In 2014 BJP did not just win an election, it exploited a veritable political vaccum to the hilt. The historic decline of the Congress was there for all to see. The regional parties, the so-called social justice camp and even the Left suffered heavy electoral losses. All this happened in the backdrop of all types of ruling class parties arriving at a consensus on economic policies of LPG, domestic governance with hard state and harsh laws, and a foreign policy tilting heavily towards US-Israel nexus. The ruling classes had no difficulty in picking and choosing BJP as the most aggressive and determined champion of these policies. A manufacturers’ consensus reinforced by the corporate media, a sustained campaign of hate, lies and rumour helped the Sangh Parivar to divide the people and to promise ‘acche din’. Sangh Parivar has become expert in wielding weapons of mass deception. In pursuit of their aggressive fascist agenda they are undermining all parliamentary institutions. While calling the Constitution Ambedkar Smriti, they want to do away with it and bring in its place their own Manu Smriti. Crony capitalism unabashedly favours the Ambanis and Adanis and the phenomena of Nirav Modi, Jay Amit Shah and Chanda Kochhar show the commanding heights of



corporate corruption. Demonetisation, GST and the current cash crunch are economic disasters brought on the Indian people. Inequalities in incomes and wealth are rising and unemployment is haunting the Indian youth. Regimentation of education and thought go hand-inhand with attempts to crush dissent and to destroy diversity and plurality. There are vicious attempts to communalise and control the state machinery and more particularly the armed forces and the judiciary. Perpetrators of communal violence like Aseemanand, Maya Kodnani and killer Gujarat cops have all been acquitted. But Maruti, Pricol, Graziano workers are locked up in prisons and they find it difficult to get judicial relief. Judge Loya could not get justice for his suspicious death. Those who demanded justice for him are painted in the darkest of colours and subjected to the choicest, elitist abuse.



When myths are peddled as history, there indeed is a method in that madness. Tripura’s new chief minister Biplab Dev says that Sanjaya was giving a live commentary to Dhritarashtra of Mahabharata war between the Kauravas and Pandavas only due to internet and satellite of higher technology which were available at that time. Everything is lost because of the external Muslim invaders. The forces of Hindutva, the forces of greater inequality, the forces which teach us to look at those above us with reverence and those below us with contempt are weighing down heavily on minorities, Dalits and women. The ideology, culture and politics of hate led to cruel attacks by forces of patriarchy and misogyny. The rulers are trying to exploit the deepening agrarian crisis to restructure agriculture according to corporate needs



and to wage war on small peasant economy. Existing inadequate labour laws are diluted and done away with. The policy of hire and fire has found sanction in ‘the builtin death clause’ of fixed-term employment through standing orders.



Us vs Others There is an attempt to mark the dissenters, minorities, Dalits, women as ‘others’. These ‘others’ are considered neither patriotic nor imbued with the sense of nationalism, hence targetted. There is also every effort to augment the state violence which is in fact saffron violence accompanied by mob frenzy. These forces enjoy impunity and state patronage. The dominant discourse of the Sangh Parivar is poisoning the air and stifling the innocent. But this is all only one side of the story. Resistance to Sangh onslaught is growing by the day. It is there in parliamentary struggles also. State elections in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and by-elections to the Lok Sabha in Gorakhpur, Phulpur have ended in defeats for BJP. Masses are rising and their discontent is reflected in their struggles that chase Modi regime like a shadow. Recently Modi, the man with 56" chest, the man who has the power to press nuclear button was moving around under heavy police escort when faced with a huge and fierce ‘Modi Go Back’ protest in Tamil Nadu. He had to flee Tamil Nadu. The Dalit anger that erupted after the dilution of the Act for Prevention of Atrocities on SC and ST by the Supreme Court left the government completely bewildered as they did not anticipate the intensity, depth and reach of the protest. From within the judiciary four judges of the Supreme Court collegium have cried foul about the executive interference and have warned the country about efforts to undermine judicial independence and democracy. The protest on Kathua and Unnao rapes has seen to it that the seemingly impregnable walls around this regime get collapsed. The aura, invincibility is no



more there. The entire country now knows that the emperor had no clothes and that he has nothing to offer but mere jumlas. As asserted by Che, the truth is as difficult to deny, as it is to hide. When 2019 comes let us forge electoral tactics to improve the Left’s parliamentary presence and to ensure the defeat of BJP and its allies by pooling antiSangh votes. That is also one aspect of resistance. The vacuum that has enabled the fascist forces to present themselves as ‘saviours’ in a chaotic and crisis-ridden present needs to be filled with the vision and struggle for a better tomorrow, a vision of a prosperous, pluralist, egalitarian India that can guarantee better lives and broader rights to the Indian people. Che said, dream and you will be free in spirit, fight and you will be free in life.



Left-led people’s struggles Left’s independent political assertion. Forging unity of the Left.United front with fighting forces.That is the only way forward. United front with democratic forces has to be re-imagined. There will not be any united front of resistance with procorporate and fickle secular parties. Let us remember that Lenin has warned that the road to hell is paved with good intentions. Rising anger among peasants, dalit fury and urge for annihilation of caste, women fighting for freedom without fear, intellectuals demanding freedom of expression, student, youth dreaming for a better tomorrow, rural, urban workers hoping for dignified, secure, well-paying jobs, everywhere people opposing the model of pro-corporate development which is nothing but accumulation by dispossession and are coming out and fighting in the streets. Let the Left seek out and forge unity with these forces. Let us have a political understanding on the primacy of fighting concrete left-unity and a reimagined united front with forces seeking equality, justice and a better tomorrow. Inquilab Zindabad! New Age Weekly
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128th May Day Celebrations... From Page 7 Devi, President, Mid-Day Meal Workers Union, Manipur, L. Mema Devi, p r e s i d e n t , Khwairamband Keithel Nupi Marup, S. Nilakamal Singh, president, All Manipur Agricultural Workers Union, Manipur, I. Sanatombi Devi, president, Anganwadi Workers & Helpers Union, Manipur, Th. Punimashi Devi, Vice President, All Manipur ASHA Workers Union, Manipur, AK. Thoibi Devi, general secretary, All Manipur ASJA Workers Union, Manipur, L. Devan Singh, president, All Manipur VDF Welfare



Association, Manipur, N. Jatishor Singh, General Secretary, Manipur Shilang Loumi Lup (BKMU) respectively. The welcome address of the function on behalf of the organizing committee was delivered by A Sharatchandra Singh, state secretary, AITUC, Manipur. L. Sotinkumar in his address at the gathering narrated the history of May Day celebration and how and when this celebration was started to be observed in India and in the state of Manipur. He pointed out the grievances of unorganized workers, in particular for the scheme



Messages from World... From Page 10



In this sense, we hope that this Congress will strengthen the organisation of your party, stimulate the militancy of your cadres and boost your struggle for an ultimate socialist order. * * * Communist Party USA John Bachtell, national chair, Communist Party of USA has sent the following message: I have the honour to send you the warmest greetings of the Communist Party USA on the occasion of the 23rd Congress of your party. The working class of India, in whose struggles your party plays such an important role, faces a difficult situation with the increasingly reactionary policies of the BJP government, to which now is added violent fascist attacks by RSS fanatics, abetted by officialdom, on members of your party and of other left and progressive organisations. We in the CPUSA follow these developments with concern, not the least because they parallel developments in our own country since the election of Donald Trump as president of the US in November of 2016. The targeting of religious and ethnic minorities for harsh government crackdowns, and the use of violence by the right wing in parallel to these retrograde policies, are very familiar to us. Only the united action of the real working class and democratic forces, in your country as in ours, can put a stop to these dangerous developments. We have the greatest confidence that the CPI will be up to the task of leading in these important struggles! May your 23rd Party Congress be a rousing success! „



gathering to participate in the Bi-Centenary Year celebrations of Karl Marx scheduled to be held from May 5, 2018. Langol Iboyaima in his address put forth his views in connection with May Day. He said, “The May Day calls for more resolute and more militant action to defend the right of the working class.” He also recalled the observation of May Day celebration and its significance. He further appealed to the gathering to launch united struggles for the rights of worker community. He also explained the chapter in the first volume of Capital on “The Working Day” published in 1887, in which Karl Marx calls attention to the launch



of the eight-hour working day movement. Among the prominent speaker who addressed the function were RK Amusana Singh, H. Anil Singh, Kshetri Tama Devi, L. Mema Devi who also led a rally of vendors of Khwairamband Keithel carrying sweets, edible items on their heads in a colourful decoration toward the hall where the function was held, Md. Riyaz Khan, general secretary, VDF Welfare Association and A. Lala Singh gave the presidential speech. At the end, vote of thanks was delivered by Kh. Brojendro Singh, state secretary, AITUC, Manipur. It was a grand and successful function.



Change, a Watch Word... From Page 5



society.



New Age Weekly



workers of Manipur. He also vehemently criticized the central government as well as state government for not meeting the scheme worker’s demands. He said, “A worker and his family cannot lead a decent life earning only the current minimum wages fixed by the state and Central government.” He further said that minimum wages of a worker should be increased to 18,000 for all, both in g o v e r n m e n t establishments and those in the private sector. He urged the government to grant the scheme workers the status of a worker and should be entitled with social security act. He made an appeal at the



politics, as its unconscious slaves. In India and the world today, it is true that the right-ward shift dominates. But it doesn’t mean that there is no alternative. Any system which acts contrary to the interest of majority will and should have an alternative. And that can be possible only through mass resistance. The task of the organised youth and student movements, the Left in general is to consciously gear up their efforts in that direction. In recent times there arose promising movements in various parts of the country. The protest movement against the institutional murder of Rohit Vemula was a beginning. It once again brought the dalit question to the central stage. Dalits, students, peasants and workers were all drawn to the warpath by the compelling developments in the country. Happenings in JNU, the state sponsored attacks on Kanhaiya Kumar, former president of the JNUSU triggered series of students’ agitations in various universities. Incidences in Una and emergence of Jignesh Mevani was yet another experience of great significance. The new awakening among the Dalits is an important political phenomenon in the contemporary history of India. The Mahapadaav organised by the united working class, kissan awakening, including



Nasik -Mumbai march, protest movements initiated by various organisations on burning issues - all are pointing to a new situation where struggles have become inevitable part of life. India being a country in which more than 65percent of the population are below 35, struggles are also marked by massive participation of the youth. Lessons of Long March organised by AIYF and AISF that traversed continuously for 60 days should be carefully analysed. The long marchers could witness the preparedness of the country for consistent struggles to save and change India. All such experiences tell us that the objective conditions are demanding more and more militant and purposeful mass actions.



But the subjective conditions, due to several reasons are yet to be developed to take up the challenge. Only if a broad based platform could be realised, the fascist onslaught led by RSS could be checked. A powerful and united left is the urgent necessity of our times. The Communist Party has clear cut views in fulfilling this task. For the Marxists, theory and practice are not separate entities. What we say, discuss and adopt in party Congress and conferences should be translated into practice. For that we have to strengthen the Communist Party which would apply Marxism in the specific Indian conditions and conceive its ideology as the guide to action. „



Best Compliments From



VENKATA RAMI REDDY Reporter



Visalaandhra BADVEL Kadapa District ANDHRA PRADESH
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200th Birth Anniversary



‘Karl Marx Will Endure through the Ages’ Karl Marx one of most influential persons in the 19th Century who raised the slogan – ‘the workers of the world unite’ was born on May 5, 1818, in Trier in the Rhineland of Prussia and spent the first 17 years of his life there. He attended Bonn University from October 15, 1835 to August 22, 1836 and later attended university in Berlin. He commenced his lifelong political struggle as a writer for the Rheinische Zeitung in 1842, honing his journalistic and political skills. In 1843 he married Jenny von Westphalen, a childhood friend. The political demise of the Soviet Union did nothing to diminish the value of Marx’s understanding of the forces of capitalism. Indeed, it seems ever more relevant as countries around the world grapple with widening social inequity. Marx’s belief in the ideal of a classless society may have made him into the bearded boogeyman of anti-communists, but his economic analysis remains rather uncontroversial. The suppression of Rheinische Zeitung in 1842 did not deter the militant Marx who moved to continue his study and revolutionary activities in exile in Paris where he was active in the revolutionary clubs. In the period 1844-1848 Marx and his friend, Friedrich Engels, elaborated the theoretical principles of the scientific world outlook and the necessity for the establishment of a workers’ party. Expelled from France in 1845, Marx moved to Brussels before moving to London where his home became a centre and meeting place for revolutionaries and prominent figures in the workers’ movement from many countries. During this time Marx and his family lived continually under the threat of poverty, assisted by funding from his friend, Engels. It was in London that Marx threw himself into a serious study of the political economy of the capitalist system which culminated in the publication of Capital. Marx was a key figure and was present at the inaugural meeting of the First International at St. Martin’s Hall in London in September 1864. It was Marx who set out the programme of the International and who defined its tactics and tasks. Marx and Engels viewed the proclamation of the Paris Commune on March 28, 1871 as the outworking of the International and devoted great efforts to supporting the Communards who were, as they saw it, “storming heaven”. Although the Commune was short-lived and was brutally suppressed and finally murderously eliminated at the Pere Lachaise Cemetery, where the bullet holes can be seen to this day, it raised the workers’ movement to a new level and facilitated the elaboration of a radical theory based on class struggle, revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. In a number of works, Marx defended and elaborated the principles of his revolutionary doctrine and his Critique of



the Gotha Programme became a programmatic document of scientific socialism where he warned of the dangers of opening to door to opportunists and opportunism. Marx recognised that the dynamic of historical progress is provided by the development of productive forces and the changes in property relations that this requires. He demonstrated that the basic structure of a society depends on people’s relations to each other in the process of producing everything which is used or consumed. He viewed history as a series of dialectical conflicts. In The German Ideology Marx traced the origin of the state to the division of labour setting out clearly that in the course of history each method of production gave rise to a political organisation furthering the



interest of the economically dominant class, a view which he summarised in The Communist Manifesto by stating that “the executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing the common affairs of the bourgeoisie”. The sheer scope of his work was immense, ranging across philosophy, political economy, history, social criticism, anthropology and revolutionary theory and practice. His unsurpassed critique of capitalist society, his analysis of class struggle and proletarian revolution laid the ground work for the growth and development of revolutionary movements. Karl Marx’s vision has withstood the test of time. His legacy endures. His powerful analysis and writings influenced political movements and Marxism, further developed and elaborated by Lenin in the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution, witnessed the Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917 and the creation of the first workers’ state, giving rise to the emergence of a socialist world system and laying the foundations for the revolutionary transformation of society under the banner of Marxism-Leninism. The influence of Karl Marx remains boundless. As a revolutionary thinker he continues to inspire workers across the world, offering hope to the poor, exploited and oppressed with the message of liberation and emancipation. The toiling masses of the international community are proud to be part of the celebrations around the world today commemorating the 200th anniversary of his birth. As his loyal friend Engels stated after the death of Marx: “His name will endure through the ages, and so also will his work.”



Increased US Pressure against DPRK A spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea gave the following answer to a question put by KCNA on Sunday as regards the U.S. increased pressure against the DPRK: Recently, the U.S. is misleading the public opinion, arguing as if the DPRK’s clarification of its intention for denuclearization of the Korean peninsula made through the Panmunjom Declaration adopted at the historic north-south summit is the result of so-called sanctions and pressure. At the same time, it is making open remarks that it would not ease the sanctions and pressure until the DPRK gives up its nuclear weapons completely and also moving to aggravate the situation on the Korean peninsula by deploying strategic assets on the peninsula and increasing its attempt of taking up “human rights” issue against the DPRK. The U.S. is deliberately provoking the DPRK at the time when the situation on the Korean peninsula is moving toward peace and reconciliation thanks to the historic north-south summit and the Panmunjom Declaration. This act cannot be construed otherwise than a dangerous attempt to ruin the hardly-won atmosphere of dialogue and bring the situation back to square one. It would not be conducive to addressing the issue if the U.S. miscalculates the peace-loving intention of the DPRK as a sign of “weakness” and continues to pursue its pressure and military threats against the latter.



Communists denounce government corruption in Japan The Japanese Communist Party is shining a spotlight on possible corrupt dealings between government officials and a private school corporation, Moritomo Gakuen. The controversy, which has been developing since last year, involves the sale of government land to the corporation at a shockingly discounted price, and the cover up of the issue via the falsification of documents. It would appear that rightwing Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his wife Akie Abe are compromised in the growing scandal. Abie had praised the school corporation, which promotes rightwing nationalist ideas. The Communist Party points out what they see as an unhealthy involvement in this and similar issues of the reactionary “Nippon Kaigi” clique in the Japanese Parliament, government and society, and control important decision making structures on educational policy. Nippon Kaigi is working to remove the wording in the post World War II Japanese constitution which forbids the creation of armed forces capable of waging overseas war, an effort that the Communists see as particularly dangerous. New Age Weekly
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TMC Keen on Opposition-free Panchayat Polls



Left, Associate Parties Take to Streets KOLKATA: A dharna and agitation was organized by 17 left and associate parties in front of Lenin Statue at Esplanade here from May 3, at 2 pm to May 4, till 6.30 pm for the restoration of democracy, free, fair and fearless panchayet election in the state. Another similar agitation programme was organized at Tamluk, in Purba Medinipur. The ruling party of the state wants the panchayets here to be opposition less. To make it a success the hooligans of the ruling party under the cover of police administration created a state of anarchy and terror. Also the state election commission itself is guided by the administration. The leaders of 17 parties were of the opinion that this type of agitation and movement should be organized at district level. The history of the Left has been the history of



struggles and movements. The demands that were raised during the agitation included stopping of the attack on the opposition, there



should be a guarantee for free, fair and fearless panchayet election in the state, to make this election free and fair, there must be guarantee for sufficient security arrangement. Biman Basu, chairman, Left Front,



On R eco Reco ecorrd... Brought to counter Modi blitz, former PM Dr Manmohan Singh attacked the BJP government over his “disastrous policies” and “economic mismanagement” and in an apparent dig at PM Modi said, “no one person can be the repository of all wisdom”. In a sharp and cogent attack, Singh targeted Modi government virtually on every economic aspect — farmers’ distress, joblessness, growing NPAs and banking frauds, woes of MSME sector due to demonetisation and faulty implementation of GST. “The unfortunate truth is that each of these crisis was entirely avoidable,” said Singh. – The Hindustan Times, May 8. *** Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar said that namaz should be read in mosques or idgahs rather than in public spaces. Khattar said that “incidents of namaz being offered in the open have increased”. “Namaz should be read in a masjid or an idgah, and if short of space, they (Muslims) should read it in their



Subodh Datta said that the 9 th Panchayet election in the state was going to be unprecedented as there



was blood shed even at nomination filing stage itself. The hooligans of the ruling party attacked on the opposition when they assembled to file nomination papers. Swapan Banerji, West Bengal state secretary, CPI, said that



the ruling party has turned the panchayet election into a farce. Before the declaration of election, TMC supremo said that she wanted all the panchayets opposition free. And her men began acting accordingly, destroying the democratic traditions in the process. Administration remains spineless and state election commission refuses to raise voice. Both the ruling parties in centre and in state, BJP and TMC are playing communal cards. He stated that farmers of the country came on the road with their demands. 182 farmers’ organizations big and small came united. Central trade unions fight together for their demands. Others who spoke at the dharna were Suryakanta Mishra, state secretary, CPI(M), Biswanath Karak of FB, Manoj Bhattacharya of RSP, Kartik Pal of



private spaces,” he said. “There’s no problem if there is no objection from the public, but if a group or a person objects, one has to take note. We’ll keep an eye on the issue,” he said. – The Times of India, May 8. *** The Supreme Court rapped the Central government for showing “sheer contempt



[Courtesy: The Hindu]



of court” by not framing a Cauvery draft scheme but adjourned the case to May 14, after the Karnataka Assembly elections on May 12 and the counting of votes on May 15. Attorney General K.K. Venugopal asked a Bench led by Chief Justice of India (CJI)



CPI(ML)Liberation, Mihir Bayen of RCPI and other leaders. Songs and recitations continued throughout the night. On May 4, at 6.30 pm, a procession with torch started from Esplanade. The leaders of 17 participating parties and their mass organizations led the march. Through Lenin Sarani, APC Road the procession reached Sealdah. Thousands of people from Kolkata, Hooghly, Howrah, North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas, Purba Burdhman, Paschim Burdhman joined this march. There were a noticeable number of women and young people. Before the march started Biman Basu, Swapan Banerji, Kshiti Goswami, Suryakanta Mishra, Naren Chatterji, Partha Ghosh and others addressed the gathering. „



Dipak Misra for 10 days time to add the “finishing touch” to its draft scheme and get the nod of the Union Cabinet. – The Hindu, May 8. *** The Supreme Court transferred the Kathua minor rape and murder case to Pathankot district in Punjab. A Special Bench of Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra and Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra transferred the case out of Jammu and Kashmir with the consensus of the victim’s family, the Jammu and Kashmir government and the accused. “Fair trial is sacrosanct principle under Article 21 [fundamental right to life] of the Constitution,” the court observed in the order. It said fair trial and fear were contradictory concepts and should not be allowed to coexist. It said fair trial means an “atmosphere where the victims, accused persons and witnesses feel safe and they do not suffer from any phobia from attending court”. – The Hindu, May 8. — Compiled by C Adhikesavan New Age Weekly
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