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I am happy to announce that our class will be a



1:1 iPad class this year!



What does this mean? Your student will have access to an iPad all day in our classroom. We will be using it in most aspects of our learning. There will be a plethora of apps available to your student. Each student will have a blog to share their learning with their classmates, we will use Edmodo to build a community of learners and receive/turn in some assignments, students will learn how to use Google Docs, Skitch, Educreations, Tellagami, FrameArtist, OverDrive, and many more educational apps.



Why will my student be using an iPad? My goal will be to instill wonder, promote critical thinking and discovery, spark new insights, promote creativity, and provide customized learning to your student. Your student will have access to our district’s digital library for print and audio books. We will be able to learn and connect with a global digital learning community that will show your student that learning takes place everywhere, all the time.



Will the iPad be coming home with my student? Not at this time. We are going to be keeping the iPads here at school to charge overnight.



What if my student accidentally breaks their iPad? You are not responsible for any accidents. This is a school expense that will be handled through the district. I understand that accidents happen and we have a plan if this happens.



What do I need to do? What if I have questions? You do not need to do anything, except encourage your student to be responsible and enjoy learning! If you have questions, please feel free to call me at school: 972-882-5040. I do not have much time to talk during the school day, but I will return your call after school hours. The quickest way to get in touch with me is by email: [email protected].



Internet Safety Should I be concerned? Yes, you should. At school we have filters that keep your child from accessing inappropriate content and they are not allowed on YouTube, but some children have found a loophole. If they use Google Image search (which isn’t something we can block), they have a chance of seeing something they shouldn’t. Kids hear things they don’t understand in songs and on television, movies, and video games and the internet is the easiest place for them to find answers.



How will I be handling this? Google is off limits in my classroom. It is a great search engine, but it is not kid friendly. We have access to online encyclopedias, royalty free images, and search engines. I will give your kids the tools they need to be successful in our classroom without using Google.



How will this be enforced? I will collect all iPads every Friday afternoon. I will inspect the history on Safari. If I see that a student has been on Google or has cleared their history, consequences will be enforced. There will not be any instance where they will need to use Google or delete their browsing history. People clear their browsing history when they want to hide something.



What are the consequences? Any student with a cleared browser history or Google in their history will lose their iPad the following week. I will give them paper and pencil work instead.



What about at home? I encourage you to monitor your child’s computer, tablet, and phone usage. Please don’t let them spend time alone on the internet. It will lead to bad things. We are hearing of more and more young kids accessing inappropriate content. Please keep internet capable devices in the public areas of your home like the kitchen, dining area, and living room. Kids are curious and we need to protect them. Please let me know if you have any questions.
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