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population o f about t w o thousand. G r o w t h w o u l d occur gradually over the next century; N e w Hampshire's p o p u l a t i o n n u m b e r e d only about eighty thousand b y t h e t i m e o f the A m e r i c a n R e v o l u t i o n . Native A m e r i c a n raids, c o n t i n u i n g b o u n d a r y disputes,
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Chapter Three



a n d the difficulty o f carving a h o m e o u t o f the wilderness were all factors i n N e w H a m p s h i r e ' s s l o w expansion. B u t these s a m e factors also assured t h a t t h e p e o p l e w h o settled a n d b u i l t t h e i r lives i n t h i s rugged colony were the truly hardy souls that w o u l d c o m e t o represent the spirit o f N e w Hampshire.



Life i n Colonial New Hampshire ^ I -^o t h e E n g l i s h b u s i n e s s m e n w h o financed colonizing I expeditions to N o r t h A m e r i c a i n the seventeenth century, JL. N e w H a m p s h i r e m u s t h a v e s e e m e d l i k e a p a r a d i s e j u s t w a i t i n g t o b e c o n q u e r e d b y h a r d y a n d a d v e n t u r o u s s o u l s . I n h i s The History of New-Hampshire, J e r e m y B e l k n a p r e c o u n t s o n e e x p l o r e r ' s i m a g i n a t i v e d e s c r i p t i o n o f N e w H a m p s h i r e w i t h its " a i r p u r e a n d salubrious; the c o u n t r y pleasant, h a v i n g s o m e h i g h hills; full o f g o o d l y forests, fair valleys a n d fertile plains; a b o u n d i n g i n c o r n , vines, chestnuts, a n d m a n y other sorts o f fruits; t h e rivers well s t o r e d w i t h fish, a n d e n v i r o n e d w i t h g o o d l y m e a d o w s f u l l o f t i m b e r trees."^'' A s i d y l l i c a s t h i s r e p o r t s o u n d e d , h o w e v e r , t h e r e a l i t y o f l i f e i n colonial N e w H a m p s h i r e p r o v e d t o b e quite a different story.



Harnessing the Forest T h e Englishmen and w o m e n w h o colonized N e w Hampshire were n o strangers t o w o r k . B e i n g so far a w a y f r o m t h e i r h o m e l a n d , t h e y k n e w that t h e y w o u l d have t o be m o r e self-sufficient t h a n t h e y h a d ever been before, m e r e l y t o survive. I n t h e beginning survival m e a n t finding s h e l t e r f r o m t h e e l e m e n t s , a n d f o r t h a t t h e c o l o n i s t s t u r n e d to N e w Hani|isliire's m o s t a b u n d a n t n a t u r a l resource: trees. A w i d e
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m o r e capable o f constructing g o o d ships t h a n t h e carpenters o f N e w H a m p s h i r e . B u t t h e goodness o f a ship ever d i d a n d w i l l d e p e n d o n the quality o f the materials."" N e w H a m p s h i r e was fortunate to have o n e o f t h e finest m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e s h i p p i n g i n d u s t r y : t a l l , s t r a i g h t p i n e trees t h a t w e r e o f p a r t i c u l a r v a l u e t o t h e B r i t i s h n a v y . " T h e w h i t e p i n e o f t h e forest," c o m m e n t e d B e l k n a p , "is t h e strongest a n d m o s t durable t i m b e r w h i c h A m e r i c a affords for masts."'"^ S o a r i n g s o m e 1 5 0 t o 2 0 0 f e e t t a l l . N e w H a m p s h i r e ' s m a s t pines t o w e r e d o v e r s u r r o u n d i n g trees. T h e pines c h o s e n t o b e felled for masts were marked b y British surveyors, w h o branded t h e t r u n k s w i t h t h r e e ax cuts k n o w n as t h e King's B r o a d A i - r o w . A n y o n e w h o illegally c u t d o w n B r o a d A r r o w trees r i s k e d p r o s e c u t i o n a n d a £100 fine. S e n t t o E n g l a n d i n s p e c i a l s h i p s , t h e m a s t p i n e s w e r e i m p o r t a n t t o the British n a v y because they lasted f o u r times longer than other mast w o o d s used at that t i m e o n British warships. T h e



To find shelter, New Hampshire's colonists harnessed the forests to make homes out of the wilderness. v a r i e t y o ft r e e s — p i n e , birch, m a p l e , cedar, a n d m a n y o t h e r s — covered tlie N e w H a m p s h i r e landscape. A s the colonists cleared the l a n d t o m a k e r o o m f o r p l a n t i n g crops, t h e y sawed t h e felled trees i n t o boards w h i c h were t h e n used t o b u i l d small frame houses. Besides p r o v i d i n g shelter. N e w H a m p s h i r e ' s a b u n d a n t forests also became a m a j o r source o f income for the colony. T h e fishermen a l o n g t h e coast n e e d e d boats t o p u r s u e t h e i r trade, a n d t h e forests o f N e w Hampshire furnished the r a wmaterials t o build fishing s c h o o n e r s , w h a l e b o a t s , a n d o t h e r t y p e s o f w o r k i n g vessels. S w i f t l y flowing rivers supplied p o w e r for the s a w m i l l s necessary t o convert logs into planks f o r m a k i n g boats. A s t h e d e m a n d f o r l u m b e r increased, m o r e a n d m o r e mOls w e r e established until, b y 1700, s o m e ninety sawmills were supplying shipyards w i t h their products. N e w H a m p s h i r e s h i p b u i l d e r s also c o n s t r u c t e d ships f o r t h e B r i t i s h m e r c h a n t m a r i n e , as w e l l as p a s s e n g e r vessels t h a t s a i l e d r e g u l a r routes u p a n d d o w n t h e N e w E n g l a n d coast. O f the N e w H a m p s h i r e s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y , Jeremy B e l k n a p w r o t e " T h e r e are n o w o r k m e n



An abundance of trees made New Hampshire an important part of the shipbuilding industry.
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A New Hampshire Dynasty T h e n a m e W e n t w o r t h figures p r o m i n e n t l y i n N e w H a m p s h i r e h i s t o r y , for t h e colony was r u l e d by three m e m b e r s o f that family for m o s t o f the period f r o m 1717 u n t i l t h e eve o f t h e R e v o l u t i o n . John W e n t w o r t h , b o r n i n 1 6 7 1 , w a s l i e u t e n a n t g o v e r n o r o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s d u r i n g the t i m e t h a t c o l o n y c o n t r o l l e d N e w H a m p s h i r e . W e n t w o r t h l i v e d i n N e w H a m p s h i r e a n d served as a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e c o l o n y u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 1730. B e n n i n g W e n t w o r t h b e c a m e t h e first r o y a l g o v e r n o r o f N e w H a m p s h i r e w h e n i t w a s finally l i b e r a t e d f r o m t h e c o n t r o l o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s i n 1 7 4 1 . T h e son o f John W e n t w o r t h , B e n n i n g was b o r n i n P o r t s m o u t h and attended Harvard College (later H a r v a r d University) i n Massachusetts. A n ambitious g o v e r n o r , h e l i v e d a n elegant life i n N e w H a m p s h i r e , b u i l d i n g a m a n s i o n i n P o r t s m o u t h a n d e n t e r t a i n m g f r e q u e n t l y B e n n i n g financed h i s l a v i s h lifestyle b y g r a n t i n g h u g e parcels o f N e w H a m p s h i r e l a n d t o h i s f r i e n d s a n d k e e p i n g five h u n d r e d acres o f each g r a n t f o r h i m s e l f M a n y N e w H a m p s h i r e i t e s felt he w a s j u s t t o o greedy, a n d W e n t w r o r t h w a s f o r c e d t o r e s i g n i n 1 7 6 7 . H e r e l i n q u i s h e d h i s office to h i s n e p h e w , J o h n . A l s o a H a r v a r d graduate, J o h n W e n t w o r t h s p e n t several years i n E n g l a n d l o o k m g after the f a m i l y b u s i n e s s . W h e n h i s u n c l e B e n n i n g resigned, John t o o k over and soon became a popular governor o f the colony H e advocated t h e development o f N e w Hampshire's i n t e r i o r a n d helped e s t a b l i s h D a r t m o u t h C o l l e g e . B u t h i s p o p u l a r i t y b e g a n t o d e c l i n e as t h e c o l o n i e s ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t g r e w . I n 1775, John W e n t w o r t h a n d h i s f a m i l y w e r e forced t o flee P o r t s m o u t h , b r i n g i n g a n e n d t o t h e W e n t w o r t h d y n a s t y i n New Hampshire. m a s t t r a d e w^as o n e o f t h e c o l o n y ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t b u s i n e s s e s , a n d made fortunes f o rm a n y P o r t s m o u t h entrepreneurs. But n o t e v e r y o n e i n t h e c o l o n y l i v e d a r i c h life. F o r t h e t y p i c a l f a r m e r , life w a s as t o u g h as t h e r o c k y N e w H a m p s h i r e s o i l .



Working Men and Women For m o s t colonists i n N e w Hampshire, f a r m i n g became a w a y o f life. B u t w h i l e t h e M e r r i m a c k a n d C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r valleys
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p r o v i d e d fertile agricultural land, m o s t o f N e w Hampshire's soil was h a r d and rocky. Before this g r o u n d c o u l d b e planted, large r o c k s l e f t i n t h e fields b y r e c e d i n g g l a c i e r s t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s b e f o r e h a d t o b e m o v e d . F a r m e r s piled the rocks o n t o p o f each o t h e r t o m a k e sturdy stone walls t o separate their p r o p e r t y f r o m t h e i r neighbors' lands. These walls became a s y m b o l o f t h e N e w H a m p s h i r e farmer's d ev o tio n t ohard w o r k a n d determination t o o v e r c o m e even the m o s t difficult obstacles t h a t stood i n his way. O n c e t h e fields w e r e c l e a r e d , c u l t i v a t i o n o f t h e l a n d c o u l d b e g i n . W o r k i n g w i t h the s a m e k i n d s o f h a n d t o o l s — h o e s , scythes, a n d p i t c h f o r k s — t h e i r ancestors used, N e w H a m p s h i r e farmers p r e p a r e d fields f o r p l a n t i n g c o r n , b e a n s , a n d s q u a s h . T h e s e c r o p s w e r e p l a n t e d N a t i v e A m e r i c a n style i n m o u n d s , w i t h the c o r n o n t o p , t h e n t h e b e a n s , a n d t h e s q u a s h l a s t , w i t h a fish p u t i n e a c h m o u n d as f e r t i l i z e r . T h e p o t a t o b e c a m e a n i m p o r t a n t c r o p i n t h e colonies w h e n introduced b y Scotch-Irish immigrants w h o f o u n d e d L o n d o n d e r r y i n 1719. T h e m e n handled t h e f a r m i n g chores, w h i c h was backbreaking w o r k b u t h a d to b e d o n e regardless o f the w e a t h e r o r the toughness Before the land of New Hampshire could be planted, farmers had to remove large rocks left by receding glaciers.
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New Hampshire farmers prepared fields for planting corn, beans, and squash, using the same kinds of tools their ancestors used.



o f t h e s o i l . W o m e n h t i d t h e i r w o r k t o d o as w e l l , c h o r e s t h a t w e r e n o less i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e m e n ' s . A c o l o n i a l w o m a n ' s d a y w a s filled w i t h tending t h e garden, preparing meals, spinning w o o l f o r c l o t h i n g , m a k i n g s o a p a n d candles, a n d r e a r i n g t h e c h i l d r e n . " T h e people i n these t i m e s w e r e a v e r y p l a i n people," w r o t e R e v e r e n d D a v i d Sutherland, a m i n i s t e r i n Bath, N e w H a m p s h i r e , "dressing i n h o m e s p u n cloth. E v e r y house h a d its l o o m and s p i n n i n g - w h e e l , a n d almost every w o m a n was a weaver."" B u t colonial housewives suffered f r o m the t e d i u m o f their h o u s e b o u n d jobs. W l i i l e t h e i r h u s b a n d s ' tasks c h a n g e d w i t h t h e seasons a n d o f t e n i n v o l v e d h u n t i n g o r fishing t r i p s , t h e w o m e n ' s w o r k t r u l y w a s n e v e r d o n e , n o r d i d i t c h a n g e m u c h f r o m d a y t o d a y o r y e a r t o year. L a b o r c o n t i n u e d s i x days a w e e k f o r t h e p e o p l e o f c o l o n i a l N e w H a m p s h i r e . B u t o n t h e s e v e n t h day, t h e S a b b a t h , w o r k gave w a y t o worship.



Religion i n N e w Hampshire A l t h o u g h t h e N e w H a m p s h i r e c o l o n y w a s established f o r c o m m e r c i a l r a t h e r t h a n r e l i g i o u s reasons, r e l i g i o n nonetheless p l a y e d



Life in Colonial New Hampshire



a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e colony. L i f e i n N e w H a m p s h i r e w a s centered a r o u n d t h e t o w n , a n d each t o w n w a s c e n t e r e d a r o u n d t h e c h u r c h , o r m e e t i n g h o u s e . C o n s t r u c t e d b y t h e t o w n s p e o p l e a n d financed b y taxes, t h e m e e t i n g h o u s e a c c o m m o d a t e d b o t h r e l i g i o u s services a n d t o w n m e e t i n g s , w h e r e t h e business o f t h e c o l o n y c o u l d b e discussed. M i n i s t e r s h a d b e e n i n t h e c o l o n y from t h e earliest t i m e s , b u t t h e first meetinghouse was probably b u i l t i n H a m p t o n i n 1639. A s N e w H a m p s h i r e ' s p o p u l a t i o n increased m o r e m e e t i n g h o u s e s w e r e b u i l t , a n d by the m i d d l e o f the eighteenth c e n t u r y there were m o r e t h a n s i x t y i n t h e c o l o n y . L a r g e r t o w n s s u c h as P o r t s m o u t h o f t e n h a d m o r e t h a n o n e m e e t i n g h o u s e . O n S u n d a y m o r n i n g s t h e p e o p l e g a t h e r e d at the meetinghouse for worship. "People w h o o w n e d horses rode them," w r o t e Reverend Sutherland, "and those w h o h a d t h e m n o t w e n t o n foot. Husbands carried their wives behind t h e m o n pillions [saddles]. M o r e t h a n o n e h a l f o f t h e c h u r c h - g o i n g p e o p l e w e n t o n f o o t . Sleighs o r sleds w e r e used i n w i n t e r . I h a v e seen o x - s l e d s a t t h e m e e t i n g - h o u s e . F o r years w e h a d n o stoves i n t h e m e e t i n g - h o u s e o f B a t h ; a n d y e t i n t h e coldest w e a t h e r , t h e h o u s e w a s a l w a y s flill."^* T h e s e r v i c e s u s u a l l y lasted a l l d a y w i t h t h e m i n i s t e r p r e a c h i n g m o r e t h a n o n e s e r m o n . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n sang h y m n s f r o m the Bay P s a l m B o o k a n d t o o k u p collections for the needy. D u r i n g respites f r o m o r g a n i z e d w o r s h i p , t h e colonists s h a r e d t o w n n e w s , o b s e r v a t i o n s o n t h e w e a t h e r a n d , o f c o u r s e , a b i t o f gossip. Often churchgoers meted o u t p u n i s h m e n t to individuals f o u n d guilty o f s t r a y i n g f r o m the t o w n ' s social n o r m s — r e p r i m a n d s that could range f r o m a simple rebuke t o b a n i s h m e n t f r o m the fellowship. M o s t N e w Hampshireites were m e m b e r s o f the Congregational C h u r c h , the chu r ch o f the Massachusetts Bay pilgr im s . B u t u n l i k e the Massachusetts Bay colony, early N e w H a m p s h i r e was fairly t o l e r a n t o f o t h e r r e h g i o n s . M a n y p e o p l e , s u c h as J o h n W l i e e l w r i g h t , w h o disagreed w i t h the a u t h o r i t a r i a n P u r i t a n s i n Massachusetts f o u n d N e w H a m p s h i r e a m o r e b r o a d - m i n d e d place i n w h i c h t o live. E v e n t u a l l y N e w H a m p s h i r e b e c a m e h o m e t o Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, a n d Quakers. T h e latter g r o u p m i g r a t e d to N e w H a m p s h i r e seeking refuge f r o m t h e harsh penalties that
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c o m m u n i t y . W h i l e the citizens h a n d l e d local affairs, the r o y a l g o v e r n o r c o n c e r n e d h i m s e l f w i t h matters t h a t affected the w h o l e colony. M a n y o f N e w H a m p s h i r e ' s g o v e r n o r s , h o w e v e r , w e r e so t y r a n n i c a l t h a t i n 1698 N e w H a m p s h i r e o n c e m o r e aligned itself w i t h Massachusetts a n d was ruled by that colony's governor until 1741. O f all N e w Hampshire's royal governors, n o n e h a d m o r e influence



than Benning



Wentworth



and



his nephew



lohn



W e n t w o r t h , w h o successively governed the c o l o n y for t h i r t y - f o u r years. Laws i n colonial N e w H a m p s h i r e addressed a m y r i a d o f transgressions, a n d p u n i s h m e n t c o u l d be h a r s h f o r those w h o r a n a f o u l o f t h e m . M u r d e r , o f c o u r s e , w a s p u n i s h a b l e b y d e a t h , as w e r e witchcraft, treason, manstealing (kidnapping), a n d arson. Slander, o r v e r b a l assault, was m a d e a c r i m e i n a society w h e r e civility a n d respect w e r e necessary f o r keeping society together. D r u n k e n n e s s was perhaps the m o s t prevalent crime t h r o u g h o u t N e w England. PubUc i n t o x i c a t i o n was p u n i s h e d by l o c k i n g the accused i n t h e C h u r c h g o e r s w a l k t h r o u g h a n icy f o r e s t o n t h e i r w a y t o t h e m e e t i n g h o u s e .



stocks, a w o o d e n f r a m e t h a t shackled a person's h a n d s o r feet a n d



M a s s a c h u s e t t s i m p o s e d o n t h e m because o f t h e i r beUefs. Despite



served to h o l d an offender u p to public ridicule. Laws touched o n



some periods of persecution, the Quaker church grew i n N e w H a m p s h i r e a n d eventually comprised one-third o f the churches i n the t o w n o f Dover. W h e n n o t b e i n g used f o r r e l i g i o u s services, t h e



meetinghouse



played a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e life o f N e w H a m p s h i r e . F o r it was here t h a t t h e t o w n s p e o p l e assembled t o discuss t h e i m p o r t a n t matters o f governing their colony.



Governing N e w Hampshire After N e w H a m p s h i r e became a royal colony under the rule of K i n g Charles I I o f England i n 1679, the k i n g appointed a governor to oversee the affairs o f the colony. T h e g o v e r n o r r u l e d w i t h the assistance o f a c o u n c i l , also c h o s e n b y t h e C r o w n . A s i n t h e o t h e r colonies, N e w H a m p s h i r e h a d a n elected assembly, w h i c h represented the interests o f t h e people. A t local t o w n meetings those eligible t o vote (usually m a l e l a n d o w n e r s ) m a d e decisions o n laws, taxes, e d u c a t i o n , a n d o t h e r m a t t e r s directly c o n c e r n i n g t h e



r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s as w e l l , a n d c o l o n i s t s c o u l d b e p u n i s h e d f o r blasphemy, w o r k i n g o n the Sabbath, or acting



contemptuously



t o w a r d a minister or i n t e r r u p t i n g h i m i n his duties. Despite strict laws t h a t doled o u t p u n i s h m e n t for even m i n o r o f f e n s e s a n d at t i m e s s e e m e d designed t o t a k e t h e j o y o u t o f life, f a m i l i e s i n N e w H a m p s h i r e d i d find t i m e f o r f u n .



Colonial Recreation W i t h so m u c h h a r d w o r k t o be d o n e just t o m a k e a l i v i n g , recreation was often c o m b i n e d w i t h labor. F o r example,



corn



h u s k i n g s a n d b a r n raisings w e r e o f t e n f o l l o w e d b y festive gatherings t h a t i n c l u d e d h e a r t y m e a l s , g a m e s , a n d s p o r t s s u c h as w r e s t l i n g . V i s i t i n g n e i g h b o r s o r r e l a t i v e s w a s a p o p u l a r p a s t i m e , as w e r e q u i l t i n g bees f o r t h e w o m e n a n d s h o o t i n g contests f o r t h e m e n . S o m e t h i n g s c o n s i d e r e d b a r b a r i c t o d a y w e r e s e e n as e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n colonial times. Colonists gathered to v i e w public whippings a n d even executions, while m e n wagered o n dog a n d rooster



fights.
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C o l o n i a l c h i l d r e n h a d few toys. G i r l s played w i t h dolls, either h o m e m a d e or, i f a f a m i l y w a s w e l l o f f , i m p o r t e d f r o m E u r o p e . T h e p r i z e d possession f o r a c o l o n i a l b o y was his jackknife, w h i c h h e c o u l d use t o w h i t t l e w h i s t l e s , w o o d e n g u n s , a n d o t h e r p l a y t h i n g s . P l a y i n g games was perhaps even m o r e p o p u l a r t h a n playing w i t h t o y s . C h i l d r e n e n j o y e d s u c h active p u r s u i t s as b a r r e l - h o o p r o l l i n g , t a g , t o p s p i n n i n g , v a r i o u s b a l l g a m e s , a n d , i n w i n t e r , ice s k a t i n g o n f r o z e n streams a n d lakes. Boys challenged each other t o games o f m a r b l e s a n d g i r l s p l a y e d j a c k s , g a m e s t h a t are s t i l l e n j o y e d t o d a y . P u n i s h e d for breaking t h e law, a colonist sits w i t h h i s feet shackled in t h e stocks.
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W h e n t h e day's c h o r e s w e r e d o n e a n d t i m e f o r p l a y w a s o v e r , f o r m a n y N e w H a m p s h i r e c h i l d r e n t h e r e w a s l e a r n i n g t o be d o n e .



Education in New Hampshire W h e n N e w H a m p s h i r e came under t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Massachusetts i n 1 6 4 1 , it also fell u n d e r the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f its laws. E d u c a t i o n w a s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f life i n Massachusetts, w h i c h f o u n d e d t h e first A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i t y . H a r v a r d , i n 1 6 3 6 . I n 1647, the Massachusetts G e n e r a l C o u r t passed a n e d u c a t i o n l a w , w h i c h b e c a m e k n o w n as t h e " O l d D e l u d e r A c t " b e c a u s e i t t h w a r t e d the devil, o r " O l d Deluder," w h o was believed t o prey o n t h e u n e d u c a t e d . T h i s l a w r e q u i r e d a l l t o w n s o f fifty o r m o r e families to have an elementary school. I n addition, all t o w n s o f one hundred households o r larger were required t o have a g r a m m a r s c h o o l ( t h a t is, a h i g h s c h o o l ) t o p r e p a r e s t u d e n t s f o r u n i v e r s i t y s t u d i e s . T h e cost o f e d u c a t i o n w a s b o r n e m a i n l y b y t h e p a r e n t s o f t h e t o w n . S o m e t i m e s a p a r c e l o f l a n d w a s set a s i d e as a "school-meadow" and the i n c o m e f r o m renting the l a n d helped t o p a y t h e t e a c h e r ' s salary. W h i l e m o s t t o w n s c o m p l i e d w i t h e d u c a t i o n laws, s o m e people diminished the value o f an education. According to Jeremy Belknap " I t was the interest o f ignorant and u n p r i n c i p l e d m e n to discourage literature because i t w o u l d detract f r o m their i m p o r t a n c e a n d e x p o s e t h e m t o c o n t e m p t . T h e p e o p l e i n s o m e places, b e i n g t h u s m i s l e d , t h o u g h t i t b e t t e r t o keep t h e i r c h i l d r e n at w o r k t h a n p r o v i d e schools for their instruction."-' B o t h boys a n d girls were taught reading, w r i t i n g , a n d s i m p l e arithmetic. Early colonial children studied from a h o r n b o o k , w h i c h w a s a s m a l l piece o f w o o d w i t h a h a n d l e a t t h e b o t t o m . A piece o f p a p e r w i t h t h e a l p h a b e t , s i m p l e syllables, a n d a p r a y e r w a s a t t a c h e d t o t h e w o o d a n d c o v e r e d w i t h a t h i n , c l e a r piece o f c o w ' s h o r n . S t u d e n t s o f t e n w o r e t h e s e h o r n b o o k s b y a s t r i n g a r o u n d t h e i r neck. T h e first r e a l t e x t b o o k w a s t h e e i g h t y - p a g e N e w E n g l a n d P r i m e r , originally published i n B o s t o n i n 1690. T h i s little book, m e a s u r i n g o n l y t h r e e i n c h e s b y five i n c h e s , w a s u s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e N e w E n g l a n d c o l o n i e s f o r m o r e t h a n a c e n t u r y , w i t h m i l l i o n s o f copies
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For most colonial children education did not gobeyond t h e b a s i c s . F o r g i r l s , e s p e c i a l l y , e d u c a t i o n w a s c o n s i d e r e d less i m p o r t a n t t h a n l e a r n i n g such d o m e s t i c skills as c o o k i n g a n d s e w i n g . A b i g a i l



R e v e r e n d W h e e l o c k s College D a r t m o u t h College, o n e o f t o d a y ' s l e a d i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g , b e g a n because o f o n e man's d e s i r e t o b r i n g k n o w l e d g e a n d C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s to N a t i v e A m e r i c a n y o u t h . R e v e r e n d Eleazar W h e e l o c k w a s a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l m i n i s t e r w h o i n 1753 established M o o r ' s I n d i a n C h a r i t y School i n Connecticut. T h e school was founded w i t h the idea that educated Native A m e r i c a n c h i l d r e n w o u l d b e m o r e receptive to t h e gospel. O n e o f W h e e l o c k ' s eariiest a n d m o s t successful s t u d e n t s w a s a N a t i v e A m e r i c a n n a m e d S a m s o n Occom, w h o became an ordained minister and m i s s i o n a r y to the M o n t a u k a n d M o h e g a n tribes. Intent on expanding his school into a s e m i n a r y for training Native A i n e r i c a n m i s s i o n a r i e s , W h e e l o c k sent O c c o m o n a f u n d - r a i s i n g j o u r n e y t o E n g l a n d i n 1 7 6 5 . T h e t r i p r a i s e d s o m e £12,000, a s u b s t a n t i a l a m o u n t t h a t w a s m a n a g e d b y a b o a r d o f t r u s t e e s h e a d e d b y W i l l i a m Legge, t h e S e c o n d E a r l o f D a r t m o u t h . N e e d i n g m o r e space f o r h i s g r o w i n g s c h o o l , W h e e l o c k decided to m o v e it to Hanover, N e w Hampshire, a s m a l l t o w n o n the banks o f t h e C o n n e c t i c u t River. G o v e r n o r John W e n t w o r t h g r a n t e d a large parcel o f l a n d as t h e site for the s c h o o l . O n D e c e m b e r 1 3 , 1 7 6 9 , t h e n e w college, n a m e d for L o r d D a r t m o u t h , w a s o f f i c i a l l y c h a r t e r e d b y t h e k i n g o f E n g l a n d . I n 1 7 7 1 , D a r t m o u t h ' s first g r a d u a t i n g class, w h i c h c o n s i s t e d o f f o u r students, received its d i p l o m a s . A m o n g those e a r n i n g degrees w a s Eleazar Wheelock's s o n J o h n , w h o w o u l d succeed h i s f a t h e r as p r e s i d e n t o f t h e college i n 1779. Children used hornbooks like this for their lessons in early colonial schoolhouses.



being p r i n t e d . T h e N e w E n g l a n d P r i m e r taught children t o read using simple rhymes a n d w o o d c u t pictures that generally had b i b l i c a l t h e m e s . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e a l p h a b e t w a s t a u g h t i n verse f r o m A ( " I n Adam's Fall/We sinned all") to Z ("Zaccheus h e / D i d climb t h e T r e e / O u r L o r d t o see"). R e l i g i o u s teachings t h r o u g h o u t t h e p r i m e r i n c l u d e d a c a t e c h i s m t h a t t a u g h t c h u r c h d o c t r i n e i n a series o f questions and answers.



A controversy e r u p t e d i n 1815 w h e n N e w H a m p s h i r e , c l a i m i n g D a r t m o u t h ' s 1769 c h a r t e r i n v a l i d , t o o k c o n t r o l o f t h e college. U l t i m a t e l y t h e U.S. S u p r e m e C o u r t upheld t h e legahty o f t h e o r i g i n a l charter, a n d D a r t m o u t h r e m a i n e d a p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n . T o d a y m o r e t h a n five t h o u s a n d students attend D a r t m o u t h College, N e w Hampshire's m o s t distinguished e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e last A m e r i c a n college t o be established u n d e r colonial rule.
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A d a m s , w i f e o f P r e s i d e n t J o h n A d a m s , w r o t e i n 1817 t h a t " M y early education did n o t partake o f the abundant opportunities w h i c h the present days offer, a n d w h i c h even o u r c o m m o n c o u n t r y schools



Chapter Four



n o w afford F e m a l e education, i n t h e best o f families, w e n t n o further t h a n w r i t i n g a n d arithmetic; i n s o m e few and rare instances m u s i c a n d dancing."'" B u t i n s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n d i d exist i n N e w H a m p s h i r e . D a r t m o u t h College was f o u n d e d i n 1769 i n H a n o v e r by Eleazar W h e e l o c k , a Congregational minister w h o h a d established a school f o r N a t i v e A m e r i c a n children i n Connecticut. I n 1781, Phillips Exeter Academy, a college preparatory school, was f o u n d e d i n the t o w n o f Exeter. Life i n c o l o n i a l N e w H a m p s h i r e t o o k a special breed o f p e r s o n , t h e k i n d J e r e m y B e l k n a p w r o t e so e x t e n s i v e l y a b o u t : " F i r m n e s s o f nerve, patience i n fatigue, i n t r e p i d i t y i n danger a n d alertness i n a c t i o n , are t o b e n u m b e r e d a m o n g t h e i r native a n d essential characteristics."" I n d e e d , these w e r e t h e characteristics o f a people w h o w e r e w i l l i n g t o fight f o r t h e i r b e l i e f s a n d f o r t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n c e .



New Hampshire in the Revolution f



I ^ h e w e a t h e r o n D e c e m b e r 13, 1774, w a s a b o u t as r a w a n d I m i s e r a b l e a s a N e w E n g l a n d w i n t e r c o u l d get. D e e p s n o w covered the g r o u n d a n d a sudden cold snap h a d frozen the primitive roads i n t o rock-hard pathways o f jagged ruts and hazardous f u r r o w s . U n d e r a l o w e r i n g sky a lone lider m o u n t e d his h o r s e a n d set o u t f r o m B o s t o n , h e a d i n g n o r t h a l o n g t h e r o a d t o P o r t s m o u t h , N e w Hampshire. H erode swiftly for h e carried important news for the N e w H a m p s h i r e W h i g s (patriots w h o advocated A m e r i c a n independence): British troops were o n their w a y to P o r t s m o u t h . After delivering his message, t h e rider f r o m B o s t o n m o u n t e d his horse a n d headed f o r h o m e . F o u r m o n t h s later this s a m e h o r s e m a n w o u l d m a k e his f a m o u s " m i d n i g h t r i d e " to w a r n the citizens o f Lexington a n d Concord, Massachusetts, that the British were coming. But Paul Reveres ride to P o r t s m o u t h that cold December foreshadowed the i m p o r t a n t role N e w Hampshire w o u l d play i n the A m e r i c a n Revolution.



The Road to Revolution D u r i n g the administrations o f B e n n i n g W e i i t w o r t h a n d his nephew John, N e w H a m p s h i r e grew in both prosperity and population.
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