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'Newporters will learn here and become champions here' Mid-Park Marine Education and Recreation Center open for business By Sean Flynn Staff writer NEWPORT - More than 200 people gathered at the site of Sail Newport's new Mid-Park Marine Education and Recreation Center in Fort Adams State Park on Wednesday morning for a ribbon- cutting ceremony. “This is an amazing event at an amazing facility,” Gov. Gina Raimondo told the spirited crowd. Sail Newport led a $10 million campaign to create the 8,640-squarefoot, three-story building at Admiral's Pier in the state park. The center is now the overall base of operations for the nonprofit organization's marine education and recreation programs, and includes classrooms, meeting rooms, admin-istrative offices, a dock office, an event center and a regatta central. “I love the program with the public schools,” the governor told the crowd. “The students will learn so much here.” Sail Newport is assuming all costs of a new sailing program for fourthgraders at Pell Elementary School that starts in two weeks. The sailing will take place in Brenton Cove and in Narragansett Bay, but there will be related STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) courses taught in the center. The Pell teachers will lead the educational courses while Sail Newport staff handles the sailing. “This place will be a marketplace of ideas about the sea, the environment and the future,” said State Rep. Marvin Abney, D-Newport and chairman of the House Finance Committee. “The students will learn not only about sailing, but about themselves. Who knows where these classes will bring these kids?” Brad Read, Sail Newport's executive director, was master of ceremonies for the event that was sometimes lighthearted as well as celebratory. He introduced Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., as “the best sailor in the history of the U.S. Senate.” “That's a seriously low bar,” responded Whitehouse as he stepped to the microphone. “This is a facility that will bring so many people so much joy and so many memories,” he said. “Newporters will learn here and become champions here.”



Former State Senate President M. Teresa Paiva Weed recalled several past efforts to establish a sailing center in the park. She and other speakers dedicated the event to the late state Rep. Paul Crowley, who was a staunch advocate for improvements at Fort Adams State Park, as well as creating a center there for sailors and rugby players. His wife, Diana Crowley, was present. NEWPORTERS A7



A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Wednesday for the Mid-Park Marine Education and Recreation Center, top, at Fort Adams State Park. Among the participants were, above, from left, Newport Mayor Harry Winthrop, state DEM Director Janet Coit, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., Gov. Gina Raimondo, M. Teresa Paiva Weed, former Senate president, Sail Newport Executive Director Brad Read and Sail Newport co-founder Paul Buttrose. A right, a large crowd looks on. Dave Hansen | Staff photos



Visitors tour the Mid-Park Marine Education and Recreation Center on Wednesday at Fort Adams State Park in Newport.



Newporters Continued from A1 “We looked at converting the Mule Barn, but that wasn't to be,” Paiva Weed said. She recalled a past multi-million dollar state bond referendum for improvements to the state park, but it was defeated statewide by voters. “Fort Adams State Park benefits not just Newporters, but all Rhode Islanders,” Paiva Weed said. “The Volvo Ocean Race stopover (in 2015) drew more than 130,000 people from around the world to our state, and added $47 million to the state's economy.” Janet Coit, director of the state Department of Environmental Management, called Fort Adams State Park “the centerpiece of our park system.” “I love the new center,” she said. “It augments and enhances a place that was already a memory maker for people.” Coit also praised the center as “ecofriendly” and the design by NewPort Architecture LLC, whose principal is Mohamad Farzan. Behan Bros. of Middletown was the general contractor. Mike Behan, the president, and his wife, Tish, who handles administration and “holds it all together,” were praised by Read. The new building is located in a floodplain, so the ground level is made of concrete, with flood vents that will allow water to drain through the building during a flood event and prevent structural damage. The second floor is elevated on pilings that are 5.5 feet above the base flood elevation of 12 feet. All sensitive mechanical and electrical equipment, including the elevator machinery, is located above the flood plain.



The ground level is mostly locker rooms and restrooms, but it includes a dock office. The second floor, built on a concrete slab, includes the classrooms and meeting rooms, while the third floor houses mainly the administrative offices of Sail Newport. Sail Newport is working with the Newport rugby leagues to provide access to the new restrooms, changing rooms and showers, which would please Crowley, several speakers said. The center will operate 12 months a year, Read said. “The entire Sail Newport Center put up with a tent down here and PortaJohns for 30 years,” Read said. “Now, the new center looks like it's always been here.” [email protected]



The new timber-frame, LEED-certified Sail Newport Mid-Park Marine Education and Recreation Center at Fort Adams State Park offers expansive views of Newport Harbor. Dave Hansen | Staff photographer
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