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WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK? Today 9.50am Singing prior to worship 10-11.00approxWeekly Worship Service 3pm-5.00pm Ethiopian Christian Fellowship Mon 10.00-2.00pm ACRO Tues 8.30-11am Healthy Lifestylers 7.30-10.00pm Birds of a Feather Wed 10-11.30am Coffee & Chat Thurs 1.30pm Friendship Club “We, Us & Co” Moderator, Rev Sue Ellis will share worship Birthday blessings are extended to John Edwards (18/8) and Keith Hall (19/8) we hope you have a great day. To anyone else celebrating a special occasion we hope you enjoy yours too. This week’s lectionary readings are: Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45 1-7, 15 Rom 10: 5-15 1-5; Matthew 14: 22-33



PHOTOGRAPHS - New photographs are being taken in preparation for a new display. If you haven’t had one taken, and would like to, please contact Hugh Baddams – he’s available today. Our Offering Envelope scripture quotation for today is: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you ... Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid” (John 14: 27). Last Sunday’s offering amount was $662.90. Rev Geoff Tiller Wednesday & Thursday Church Office



Ph 8271 9183 or 0418 808 973 Email – [email protected] 93 Crittenden Road, Findon, 5023 Telephone: 8445 2332 Email: [email protected] Website Westernlink.ucasa.org.au Editor’s Email [email protected] Deadline for information for the next newsletter is 9.00am Wednesday



UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA Key Mission – Spiritual Growth through Hospitality PENTECOST 10 - NEWSLETTER



13THAUGUST 2017 THEME: “JEALOUSY” “Pastoral Care”



Welcome and warm greetings are extended to our Congregation Group who is leading worship this morning. And greetings too to members in the congregation. Visitors are also welcome, we would be pleased to meet you personally as we share morning tea after the service concludes. A Prayer Before Worship Take a moment to consider a situation in which you have behaved badly and for which you are not quite reconciled. Take a breath, filling your lungs with fresh air, and then breathe out. Reflect on the words: “God is saving all of us by divine mercy, no exceptions. We are all saved in spite of ourselves, good and bad alike”. MODERATOR’S VISIT - HERITAGE SUNDAY Next Sunday 20th August, 10.00am, Moderator, Rev Sue Ellis will be our Guest Preacher. Rev Sue was inducted into this position last year at the South Australia Presbytery/Synod Meeting to be our Uniting Church “leader” for a three year period. It is our hope that a very good welcome, particularly in numbers, will be afforded her, and the day will be one of the highlights of the year. Could you please make this day a priority? A special morning tea will follow the service when there will be opportunity to meet Rev Sue and enjoy fellowship together. A small plate of sweet food to share would be appreciated from the congregation. Thank you.



From the Minister’s desk



•



Sabbath as Means or End? (Part 1) Posted by Richard Beck on 24.7.2017 to “Experimental Theology” blog.



•



We often hear calls for Sabbath, as a means to sustain and support our work in the world, especially our work for the kingdom. That call often sounds like this: We're all so busy and over-committed. Consequently, we're stressed and exhausted. Often because we're doing good things for the kingdom, yes, but we're burning out. The pace of our lives, even doing good things, is unsustainable. So we need Sabbath. We need to rest so that we can recharge the batteries. Sabbath slows us down so that we can keep the work going but at a more humane pace. This call to Sabbath in the midst of soul-killing busyness is very common. You've heard it before and likely feel the need to rest yourself. We are all very tired. But let me make the provocative claim that this call to Sabbath is the very worst way of thinking about Sabbath. Here's my argument: We're ruining Sabbath because we're treating Sabbath as a means rather than an end. Let me say it a different way. We are missing the point of Sabbath because we are instrumentalizing Sabbath, turning Sabbath into a technique and a tool. Notice how the call to Sabbath tends to work. We're busy. That's unsustainable. So we need to rest. Why? So that we can keep working. Sabbath in this view is a technique to sustain work. Sabbath isn't the end, it's a means to an end, the sustaining of work. In short, we've turned Sabbath into a self-help technique. Sabbath is a recommendation for busy people to keep them from getting stressed out. And by and large, that's how many Christians think about Sabbath, as a call to rest and relaxation, as a self-help technique to help them manage stress and busyness. Rev Geoff



•



PRAYER POINTS FOR THIS WEEK Give thanks that we live in a country where we have so many choices and freedoms – freedom of speech, freedom to accept or reject potitical opinions, freedom of worship, to make choices about how and where we live, and many, many more … Thank you for Rev Geoff and his ministry among us and in the Barossa Congregations. Lord, continue to give him good health, strength and safety on the roads as he commutes from week to week. Remember to pray for the people of Aotearoa, New Zealand, Australia, North and South Korea.



FRIENDSHIP CLUB The next meeting of the Friendship Club will be held on Thursday 17 August commencing at 1.30pm. Entertainment will be provided by “We, Us & Co” (The four of them have been together since 2003, so they must be good!) A donation of $5.00 includes afternoon tea. All welcome! THE 2016 CENSUS FIGURES released recently show that a majority of Australians (52 per cent) still identify as Christian amid a long term trend of falling religious affiliation. When asked to list their religious affiliation, more than 13.5 million Australians chose Christianity, almost twice as many as chose the No Religion response. RED DOVE CAFÉ - Wayville Showgrounds Goodwood Road, Wayville,



1 September 2017 - 10 September 2017



The Red Dove Cafe has operated annually at the Royal Adelaide Show since 1951 at the Wayville Showgrounds during the Royal Adelaide Show. The Cafe raises funds for mission in SA and is staffed entirely by volunteers from across the Uniting Church community. If you are going to the show this year, find us in our new building at the SE corner of the Main Arena. After 65+ years located in "Sideshow Alley", we have moved to a wonderful new space (near the horses). We look forward to many more years serving showgoers, staff and competitors, and continuing to be a Christian presence at the Show.



diversity.ithin the grace space, this is possible. But it will require conversations from the heart and being truly present for one another. Over the past year I have been encouraging different communities to hear afresh the word of Scripture from Romans chapter 12, verse 5 which says: “We belong to one another”. This belonging is not a possessive, controlling belonging rather it is about mutuality and respect, recognising the intrinsic worth of every human being all bearing the image of the Creator. My friend, Rev Andrew Norton, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, recently reported through Facebook on a conversation from the heart in his Church.



CONVERSATIONS FROM THE HEART – FROM OUR UCA PRESIDENT Stuart McMillan, Uniting Church in Australia President, encourages the church to ensure discussions about marriage are anchored in grace and respect. This statement was originally published on New Times online in September 2016. It is being shared again in the light of recent national discussions on this topic, and has been updated to include some remarks from Colleen Geyer, the General Secretary of the Uniting Church in Australia. I’m sure we have all been reflecting a lot about the proposal for a plebiscite and more broadly civil society’s discussion about marriage equality.



The forum for that conversation was a hui – a special assembly at a Maori meeting place called a marae attached to the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand’s Maori Synod. Andrew said of the meeting: “Diversity is possible and doesn’t have to lead to division and marginalisation if only we listen deeply to one another and to God”. This seems like wisdom of the Spirit to me. Coincidentally the venue was called Te Maungarongo marae, meaning the meeting place of peace and reconciliation. I know we have similar places of peace and reconciliation in our ancient land, and we too should make use of these places for our own conversations from the heart.



How as the people of God in the Uniting Church in Australia do we engage – firstly, with one another within the Christian community recognising the range of theological diversity; and secondly, how do we engage with the wider Australian community?



Our Church has many such conversations ahead of us.



The internal discussion on the theology of marriage begun at the 13th Assembly in 2012 is continuing. Last year the 14th Assembly committed to encourage the “space for grace” – a time of listening to one another and respectful conversations about healthy relationships, marriage and other issues, particularly where cultural understandings differ.



So as we come to a time of national discernment let us encourage one another as members of the community of God within the Uniting Church in Australia to conduct ourselves respectfully through conversations from the heart, listening deeply to one another and God.



As we move into a time of greater public discussion about marriage equality, I would remind church members of the importance of maintaining this space for grace. It is easy to harm each other with careless words. So we should all choose ours carefully. We are committed to being an inclusive Church that embraces LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) people as full members and to culturally appropriate discussion about relationships and marriage across our



There are conversations with First Peoples about covenant, sovereignty and treaty, and a whole range of issues across the cultural and linguistic diversity of our Church.



In this we do as the Scripture urges us, we show by our love for each other God’s love for the wider community. Mägayamirri rom*, Stuart *Mägayamirri Rom means “the way of peace and tranquility, harmony with the whole of creation, be with and within you” in the Yolŋu languages of North East Arnhem Land.
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