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WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK? Today 9.50am Singing prior to worship 10-11.00approxWeekly Worship Service 3pm-5.00pm Ethiopian Christian Fellowship Mon 10.00-200pm ACRO Tues 8.30-11am Healthy Lifestylers 11-3.00pm Neighbours @ Tyra’s home Wed 8.00am Walkers and Talkers (see below) 10-11.30am Coffee & Chat 12.15pm Adult Fellowship – Cilla’s Surprise 6.30-8.00pm Ethiopian Christian Prayer Group Sat 10.00-2pm ACRO This week’s lectionary readings are: Acts 2: 1-21 or Numb. 11: 24-30; Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b; 1 Cor 12: 3b-13 or Acts 2: 1-21; John 20: 19-23 or John 7: 37-39 Happy Birthday blessings to Malcolm Green today (4/6) June Davies (6/6) Nyambol Attar (8/6) and Glenys Edwards (9/6), to anyone else celebrating a birthday or happy event in this coming week – we hope you enjoy your special day too. WALKERS & TALKERS will commence their walk from St Clair Car Park on Wednesday 7 June 2017 commencing at 8.00am for a St Clair walk. Our Offering Envelope scripture quotation for today is: “The Lord will provide”. (Genesis 22: 14). Last Sunday’s offering amount was $803.95. Thank you. Rev Geoff Tiller Wednesday & Thursday Church Office Email: Website



Ph 8271 9183 or 0418 808 973 Email – [email protected] 93 Crittenden Road, Findon, 5023 Telephone: 8445 2332 [email protected] Westernlink.ucasa.org.au



Editor’s Email [email protected] Deadline for information for the next newsletter is 9.00am Wednesday



UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA Key Mission – Spiritual Growth through Hospitality



NEWSLETTER 4TH JUNE 2017 “Celebration of Life” Greetings and a warm welcome is extended to Rev Geoff Tiller who is leading worship this morning in which the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated. Welcome too to our church community and visitors, you are invited to share morning fellowship in the adjacent hall after the service concludes. A Prayer Before Worship Loving Creator, Spirit-wind, Flame of justice, blow your Spirit upon us, send it to challenge and comfort us, let it be the lifeblood that pulses through our veins, that we might be made whole and new. Amen. PENTECOST SUNDAY – Acts 2: 1-21 God’s sending of the Spirit is not once and for all, but an ongoing gift of renewal for creation and for the church. God sends the Spirit for the sake of life. God sends the Spirit to birth Christian community in Acts 2, and to empower mission that unfolds in subsequent chapters. God sends the Spirit in the creation and renewal of Earth and all God’s creatures in Psalm 104. God sends the Spirit to be a companion, moving us from scattered isolation into gathered community. The Spirit is instrumental in the birth of the church, the continuing Body of Christ on Earth. How do we interpret the details of this vibrant account of the Spirit’s coming? For any new experience, words elude us. How can we describe something that is new and unexpected, yet totally real and life-changing? For those who were present, the coming of the Spirit was as powerful and overwhelming as a strong wind, as purifying and all-encompassing as tongues of fire. The effects were far-reaching, bringing understanding and astonishment, reaching across barriers of culture, gender and social standing. Seasons of the Spirit



From the Minister’s desk PENTECOST SUNDAY Consider this sinful dynamic: the process of turning a fellow human being into something foreign, alien, strange, and "not one of us." We could use a single word for this process, Othering! It's Othering that makes it so hard to be a part of a group. Any group. Even if the group is completely arbitrary. Consider the psychological research where participants come into the laboratory and are assigned to one of two groups by the flip of a coin. Later in the experiment the participants are asked to allocate rewards and punishments in a game/task to their fellow participants. Time after time, participants show favouritism toward their own group. This, knowing full well that their group was formed by the flip of a coin! Think on that. Othering needs nothing more than a flip of a coin to begin doing its work. Now imagine how Othering scales up if we start thinking about skin colour, language differences, and the love of God and Country. Today is Pentecost, the celebration of the events in Acts 2, when God poured out his Spirit upon humanity as a sign of the inbreaking of the Kingdom. But what does this mean? What is the sign of signs that marks this "Kingdom of God"? The Kingdom is marked by its assault on Othering. Where Othering has vanished the Kingdom has come. The reading from Acts 2 has these words, “…from every nation under heaven. …. because each one heard them speaking in his own language. ….. how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? … we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" …. 'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. ….” No Othering here, the Spirit has been poured out and they are all One. Rev Geoff



REMINDER: COMBINED PENECOST SERVICE TODAY This Pentecost & Prayer Event will be held today at St Barnabas Croydon (Cnr William & Elizabeth Streets) commencing at 4.30pm. The schools Christian Pastoral Support Workers (Chaplains) will take part. A sausage sizzle will be provided. To cover costs a gold coin donation will be appreciated, the surplus will be given for the work of chaplaincy. SOUP & PASTY LUNCH This date which was planned for Wednesday 21st June 12noon at Western Link has been changed to 12 noon Wednesday 26th July 2017. Please make this alteration widely known to friends and all whom you know that have intended to support the occasion. Donation $10.00. STEWARDSHIP DETAILS 2017 (Planned Giving Program) - The annual letter from Rev Geoff was available last Sunday for collection – if for any reason you didn’t get yours please be sure to pick it up today from the table in the foyer. There will now be two weeks in which to respond. Stewardship Sunday this year will be on 18th June, during worship that day your pledges or other requests for the following 12 months will be received and dedicated. New envelopes will be ready for collection on the 25th June for use the following Sunday 2nd July 2017. LENT EVENT – THANKS UnitingWorld extends a huge ‘thank you’ to all who joined the movement of Lent Event this year and/or made generous donations to UnitingWorld. Here’s a personal message of thanks from Rob Floyd, who was the National Director of UnitingWorld until very recently (he has now taken up a position with the Uniting Church Assembly). Our donations amounted to $618.20 as acknowledged in a previous newsletter. ADVANCE NOTICE - MARKET DAY – DRESSED-4-SUCCESS 53 Hampton Road, Keswick – Phone 8371 5705. Saturday June 24 th from 10.00am-2.00pm. They will have: Farmhouse Bakery, Shoes on Wheels, Giftware, Cakes, Handbags, Jewellery. Regular Opening Hours: MondayFriday – 9.00 to 5.00pm and Saturday – 10.00 - 3.00pm.
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