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January 2018 sidebysideministry.com & friend us on facebook at John-Paul Lutheran St. Paul Lutheran and St. John Lutheran, Lakeside-Marblehead, Ohio Our Vision: “To be a vibrant, Spirit-filled people, participating in God’s work in the world.” Our Mission: “Loving God and loving neighbor, we witness to Christ’s saving grace, that others may believe and find life.”



From Pastor Chris Two days after Christmas, I saw a friend on Facebook post that she was De-Christmasizing her house, and the first response was from another in total agreement. Our culture prepares us for Christmas from about the day after Halloween, so sometimes, by the time it arrives, we are tired of it and ready for it to be over. Christmas abruptly stops the day after – no more carols on the radio, Christmas programs on television cease, decorations begin to come down. The church gives us an alternative view. We prepare for Christmas in a different way, through reflection, repentance and focus on what God is doing in the gift of Jesus. We build up hope and Christmas Eve is when the celebration starts! We enter the Christmas Season in the church, by celebrating what God has done, is doing, and will do. We, too, move forward quickly from Jesus birth…right into what this birth means and how it plunges us into Jesus’ ministry to proclaim the Kingdom of God. The work of Christmas is just beginning for we who believe in the wonder of Christ. Jesus initiates his ministry by reading from the scroll of Isaiah, “He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4) Jesus’ work given to him by God, is our work as the church. It is the work of Christmas now and always. These words have been set to music by contemporary hymn writer, Dan Forrest http://danforrest.com/music-catalog/the-work-of-christmas/ The Work of Christmas When the star in the sky is gone, when the Kings and Princes are home, When the shepherds are back with their flock, the work of Christmas begins: To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, To release the prisoner, to teach the nations, To bring Christ to all, to make music in the heart



Special Events Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue Invitation to All Sunday, January 7, 6:00 pm @ St. John We’re not done, yet! Come and see how we might continue our journey together after the Reformation 500 year. All are welcome to come and help us continue the celebration as sisters and brothers in Christ! Blessings, Pastor Chris and Fr. Jim



January 14 – mark your calendars! St. John and St. Paul Joint Worship at St. Paul, 10:30 a.m. (No 8:45 am worship at St. John) Hospitality Lunch after worship – Thanks to Ruth Scott and extra food from our chicken dinner Information Lunch after worship – Join others interested in knowing more about our side by side ministry. Those who are interested in membership (opt.) will be received the following Sunday, January 21, during worship services. (or another time can be arranged with Pastor Chris)
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Special Events (continued) Unity Sunday Prayer Service Jan. 21, 2:00 pm, Unity Sunday Worship at 1st United Church of Christ, Marblehead Join our sisters and brothers in Christ from the Peninsula – all are invited and welcome!



Red Cross Blood Drive Jan. 25, at St. Paul, 12-5 pm For an appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS, or visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: STPAULMARBLEHEAD. (Or download the Blood donor App to your phone) Fresh soup, cookies and bread will be served.



***SIDE BY SIDE YOUTH & Families*** First Communion Classes Jan. 10 & 17, 4:15-5:15 pm, at St. Paul, with Pastor Chris 1 Communion will be received on Sunday, January 21, during worship at each church st



Confirmation Youth, Weds. 6-7:30 pm & Suns. 9:15 am Weds.: Jan. 3 – Ten Commandments; Jan. 10, 17, 21 – Apostles’ Creed; Jan. 31 – Lord’s Prayer Sunday mornings continue with Crystal Chapman at 9:15 am, and students are encouraged to come to Sunday worship with their families at 10:30 am.



Middle School and High School Youth Watch for something NEW coming in January! Many thanks to Jamie Knight and Scott Stecher for stepping forward to see what God might do for gathering the youth of our whole community. More to come soon…



First Sunday of Each Month for Worship Youth are encouraged to sign up to help anytime, but especially 1 st Sundays of each month – for greeters, ushers, lector/reader. (or to help with Children’s Message or Special Music, please see Pastor Chris)



Building Friendships “Not Older, Just Better” - is meeting at Frisch’s in Port Clinton on Monday, January 8th at 11:30 am for lunch. Call Marge at 419.798.8816 if you have questions/need a ride. Dartball—please see the attached church calendar for dates and locations.
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Bible & Discipleship Studies Sunday Morning: 1)Adult Bible Study and High School Students (9:00 am)—Chris Freeh and Ruth Scott are talking about local and world news events and issues, and how to find guidance in scripture. Meet at the tables by the kitchen! 2)6th through 8th graders meet with Crystal Chapman at 9:15 am. Other times: Women’s Bible Studies (WELCA – All women are invited to participate!) St. John and St. Paul Women meet 2nd Thursdays at 1:00 pm Weekly Wednesday Morning Bible Study – Meets every Wednesday at 11:00 am at St. Paul. Please join us as we study “The Greatest Story”. Call Cheryl Laubner or Jean Rhodes if you have any questions. Prayer Warriors – Meets every Wednesday at 10:00 am at St. Paul. All are welcome!



CHURCH SECURITY UPDATE We are thankful to Russ Merckens and Bob Strauss for leading the efforts in making our church a safe place to gather. They also met, along with Danbury Police, with our Danbury Ministerial, for the sake of security for all our peninsula congregations. St. John and St. Paul building assessments have been done by Danbury Police and a list of possible building and procedural updates has been created for each congregation. Developing and implementing a security plan will be a gradual process. There are simple and effective ways to begin. The first is educating ourselves for prevention, and then educating ourselves for response. There will be a first tier response training for a smaller group for each church, and then the training will be offered to any and all in the congregation. Watch for more information on “ALICE” training, to be conducted by Danbury Police. (We are grateful that Danbury Police already regularly monitor parking lots and grounds around all the peninsula churches when we gather for worship each Sunday.)



Directory Updates St John Throp, Gary & Carolyn



St Paul Vodicka, Roger & Janet
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Change Winter Address: 2340 Demorest Rd. Grove City, Ohio 43123 Change Winter Address: 35 Henderson Dr Naples, Florida 34114



OUR LIVES ARE CONSTANTLY CHANGING……..HAS YOUR INFORMATION CHANGED? Jo Meyer and Brenda Rettig are updating the church directory for St Paul and St John. We need your changes including address, phone, email, births, or name changes (ie married). Please check your current directory today and send updated information to Deb White at 541 South Church Road, Lakeside/Marblehead, Ohio 43440, [email protected] or 419-734-1662. THANKS.
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Thank You Dear Marge & all the Traveling Christmas friends, Thank you for the visit Tuesday. Thank you for all the great “goodies”. Sweets delicious! Have a wonderful 2018. Love, Iantha Grove Church Family: words can say so little when someone has done so much, but I thank you with all my heart. Thank you for all the cards & telephone calls. Love, Rose Marie Arn



Serving Others Addiction Task Force – Many thanks to Jane Dominy with the help of Sue Hartman for working on the project of making information packets for the Danbury and Marblehead Police to give out to families whenever there is a substance abuse or addiction or overdose call. These packets will contain contact information for agencies and support groups, etc. where help is available. The Task force is also working on a Facebook Page presence that will post and link resources and helps for those who desire Recovery and their families. Noisy Offering – Noisy offering on January 14th will be for “Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA”. Together with other congregations we open new churches, address world hunger in 60 countries around the world, offer ministries to people living with disabilities, plus outreach to youth and young adults. We also help prepare future leaders of the Lutheran church around the world. Your gifts will leave a lasting impact on the world, changing it in ways we may never fully know or understand. Yours in Christ, The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Celebration Chorus - Practice on Wednesdays, 7:30 pm, at St. Paul. All are welcome! Danbury Food Pantry - For January 20th, St. John is to bring tuna; St. Paul is to bring peanut butter and jelly. Prayer Chain – St. Paul contact Joan Harris at 419.734.3971 or 419.341.6373 or [email protected]. St. John contact Anna Jean Povlick at 419-798-8011. God promises that our prayers are heard! Prayer Shawl Ministry – Janice Beachy is asking for help with crocheting the 8 confirmation shawls for this Spring! She has the yarn and directions all bagged up to give any willing heart. Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Wednesday of each month, Jan. 3, at 10 a.m., at St. Paul. Councils – Thursday, January 18, at St. Paul; St. Paul 6:15; St. John 7 pm Blessing Box – please consider signing up to monitor for 1 week. In the winter – include dry goods and toiletries that won’t be hurt by freezing. Community Garden – Direct questions for 2018 to Emily Kihlken. Good fellowship and abundant crops!



Red Cross Blood Drive St. Paul, Danbury January 25th, 12:-5 pm Sign up online for an appointment. www.redcross.org/blood
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Offering Envelopes for 2018 Your new offering envelopes for 2018 are available. We ask that you pick up for all your family members and any one you can deliver them to. If you didn’t get Offering Envelopes or there was a mistake, please contact Beth Lambert for St. Paul’s. Also, please watch for your giving statements later in January.



Family Care Team We have a full team! Rev. Marv Rettig, Rev. Dane Meuschke, Marge Bridgett, Linda Otermat, Cheryl Laubner (Parish Nurse). This team will support Pastor Chris and the ministries to our families. This includes visitation to hospitalized, shut-ins, and post hospitalization as needed. Some on the team are able to help with funerals and/or follow-up as needed, some are able to help with worship leadership, and others have gifts for relationship, prayer, and/or study of scripture. They are all, at this point, considered on-call staff. The team will be rotating being on call on Fridays and Saturdays, enabling Pastor Chris to take those days off when possible. The team will meet once a month to pray and go over congregational needs. While much of what the team does is on a volunteer basis, compensation is built in for extra help requested by Pastor Chris, especially on her days off or during vacation time. We are so grateful for this group of caring, faithful, enthusiastic, and loving servants.
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S T . J OHN B E AC ON



LIGHT



F OR J ANU ARY , 2 0 1 8 St. John Council Highlights The December council meeting was canceled. Therefore, all officer reports for November will be presented at the January council meeting.



Pastor Chris will be on vacation January 25 through February 4.



SPECIAL DATES: Birthdays 12 Sue DeWalt 17 Carol Yoakum



27 Steve Young 29 Russ Merckens



St. John History Happenings Reprinted from the Peninsula News and furnished by Dave Glick. The Ladies Aid Society of St. John’s Lutheran church held election of officers on Wednesday, with the following ladies placed in official positions: President, Mrs. Catherine Vogelsong; vice president, Mrs. William Miller; secretary, Mrs. George Gresh, and treasurer, Mrs. Chas. Dress. 1/18/1935 The Martin Luther Brotherhood held election of officers Wednesday evening, with the following results: President, Mr. Fred Webber; vice president, Mr. Edward Webber; secretary, Mr. Herbert Miller; and treasurer, Mr. Henry Dress. 1/18/1935 Lutheran Women Attend Meeting Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Dress, Mrs. Alfred Sauvey, Mrs. Wm. Miller, and Mrs. Katherine Vogelsong attended a meeting of the Toledo Council of Lutheran Women, Tuesday afternoon, which was held in St. Paul’s Lutheran church. The Rev. Theodore Buntz, pastor of Bethel Lutheran church, conducted the opening devotions and the children of the Neighborhood house sang. A reading was given by Violet Butler. A tour through the Safety building and Fire ad Police Alarm building was a part of the program. 3/27/1935



Joint Sunday Worship for St. John and St. Paul in January and February January 14 & February 11 – Joint Sunday Worship at St. Paul, 10:30 am There will be no 8:45 am Worship on those days.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Messenger January 2018 Annual Congregational Meeting- January 28, 2018. All reports due – January 7, 2018 October 2017 budget highlights: General fund- General Fund Income-



$13,468.19



General Fund Expense-



9,583.73



Loan Balance-



Restricted Funds-Restricted Fund Income-



$8,224.43



Restricted Fund Expense- $ 323.00



$120,207.30



St. Paul December 14, 2017 Council Highlights As of the printing of this Newsletter, the December Council Highlights were not available.



Let us remember in our prayers: Vince Adams, Tim Armbruster, Rose Marie Arn, Glenn Beachy, Nancy Berry, SuAnn Boss, Stephen Brown, Charles Burchfield, Sally Burmeister, Karen Carpenter, Pastor Claude Bangbe Amba, the Cameroon churches, Mark Cover, Lloyd Dayton, Betty Dubbert, Linda Guiher, Joan Harris, Chuck Keller, Jan Kimerline, Nelf Kimerline, Coletta Koenig, David Mahler, Alana Martin, Jon Royster, St. Luke’s Curtice, St. Peter’s Martin, Gordon Wahlers, Sally Willis.



St. Paul Women of the Church: On January 9th at 10:00 am we will meet to work on the booklet for 2018. Anyone is welcome to come. On January 11th at 1:00 pm we will meet for our regular Bible study and meeting. All are welcome. The January Project Contributions are: For St. Paul-peanut butter and jelly for the Food Pantry, flat fold cloth diapers for the Baby Care Kits, bath-size towels (dark color) for the Personal Care Kits. For St. John - tuna for the Food Pantry.
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St. Paul January Special Dates Birthdays



Wedding Anniversary



1 Jim Kovach, Sandra Lambert, Valo Lewis 2 Jo Meyer 6 Gary Mackey 7 Donna Bergman, Janet Kimerline 8 Nicole Meier, Portland Scott 9 Robert Glovinsky 10 Lee French 13 Allen Lambert 13 Christine Priddy 14 Sharon Salyers, Julie McDonald 15 James Pahl, Natalie Lambert 16 Seth French 19 Tony Wadsworth 20 Kaydence Bowman 21 Andrea Tibbels, Samuel Kuenzer 22 Ginny Kihlken 23 Thomas Steinbrick, Austin Walker 25 Joanne Stobie 26 Leighanna Bartzen 27 Steve Young, Izabella Hall 29 Harold Flewelling 30 Rebecca Meier 31 Maureen Kerik



7 Dave and Jan Hirt 12 Edward and Lori Urban 27 Harold and Ruthe Flewelling 29 Gary and Louise Saam



Baptismal Anniversary 2 Cleo Bodi 6 Matt Batcha, Michael Mitchell 9 Lisa Monak, Sophia Glovinsky 10 Abram Sandvick 11 Rob Wadsworth 13 Matthew Mangan, Dakota Goon 16 Alexandria Pahl, Tracie Pahl 18 Jean Rhodes 19 Adam Steinbrick 21 Charleigh Steinbrick, Trudi Steinbrick 22 Celena Coles, Julie McDonald



26 Dillon Ringeisen 28 Tammie Boss 30 James Warren, Seth French 31 Tim Mackey



Please help to keep the above information up to date For various reasons, the list of birthdays, anniversaries and baptismal dates gets printed incorrectly every so often. If you do not see your special date listed or if you see another mistake we may have missed, please let the office know by phoning 419.734.1662 or emailing [email protected]. I will try and make sure to print the correct dates. Thank you for bearing with me as I work to straighten these dates out. Deb White
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Mutual Ministries January 7



January 14



January 21



January 28



Lectors



Chrissy French



Chris Freeh



Tammy Davis



Tammy Davis



Ushers



Fran Chapman



Marge Bridgett



Tammy Davis



Tammy Davis



Marge Bridgett



Fran Chapman



Fran Chapman



Zeke French



Rachel Auerbach Jacob Mischler



Matthew Seamon



Lauren Mooney



Danny Harris



Kenny Kerik



Greeters



Acolytes



Joint Fellowship & Information



Hospitality



Bulletins Steeple Lighting Perpetual Light Assisting Minister



Ryan Chapman Kirk Gangl



Altar Guild



Ruth Scott Trish Crouse



Counters



Jim Deer Tom Kubit



Joshua Mischler
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