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H EWLETT- PACK ARD C OMP ANY



Newsletter S E PT E MBE R 2016



Welcome Back, Panthers! Principal’s Message As I write this I am feeling very excited for the school year to begin. I was able to spend some time in South Huron during June before the students left and while there I was impressed by the warm welcome I received from staff and students. Immediately I felt a true sense of belonging at South Huron and I can’t wait to work with the entire school community. On reflection, I realize that if I wish for anything for the students, it is that they will feel the same sense of belonging that I did on entering the building. I hope that this is a year that encourages your



child to seek out their interests, to ask questions, and to reach their full potential, but most importantly I hope your child feels like they belong to this wonderful community. We will work hard this year to meet the needs of our students with a strong focus on student wellbeing. School is about teaching the “whole” child. Parents and community members, we encourage you to get involved in our school community. There are multiple opportunities for community and parent involvement, and we welcome it. SHDHS stems from the unique and diverse greater community that surrounds it. Please



contact us if you feel like you may have something to offer; whether it is to help coach our teams, teach mindfulness, assist with literacy skills, or organize our nutrition program, we will value your involvement. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. Looking forward to a successful and enjoyable 2016/17 school year.



R EMI ND 1 0 1 Want up to date reminders about school events and functions? Sign up for Remind 101, If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the following link: rmd.at/southhur Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications. Text the message @southhur to the number (519) 488-6890



Jana Bayer-Smith Principal FIND US ON 



Twitter: @shdhspanthers







Facebook: facebook.com/ shdhspanthers/







Instagram: @shdhs_panthers







Website: http:// www.shdhs.ca/



Social Media and Panther Pride There is so much to celebrate at SHDHS and we can’t wait to showcase all that our students do. We will be actively taking photographs and using Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook to highlight everything we do.



We have also started to update our website, and hope you will find it a useful tool. Parents and students are encouraged to follow our sites to stay on top of every-



thing we do. If you do not want your child to be in photographs that showcase our school please make sure you send in the form immediately.



Most South Huron teachers use some form of electronic communication to keep parents and students informed. Please check with your child’s teacher for more information.



Medically At Risk Students, Asthmatic Students, and Sabrina’s Law If your child is medically at risk please ensure you up date any information regarding their health and the procedures staff should follow in an emergency. It is the responsibility of parents to provide the school with up to date information. If your child has asthma, we ask that you immediately contact the main office to provide information about your child’s asthma medication. With your permission, your child will be allowed and encouraged to carry his/her asthma medication while at school. Sabrina’s Law came into effect in January 2006. This Law requires school boards to have emergency procedures in place to deal with incidents of anaphylaxis and to provide training for all staff. With support from the Perth District Health Unit and the Huron County Health Unit, school principals provide to their staff, annual training in the administration of EPI-Pens to treat anaphylactic reactions. In cases where a student is anaphylactic, parents/guardians are expected to provide an EPI-Pen(s) for their child to carry with them at all times during the school day. Parents/Guardians must also work with the school to develop an Individual Medical Management Plan that outlines emergency procedures for their child. In accordance with Sabrina’s Law, all schools have been provided with two generic EPI-Pens. These EPI-Pens are being provided to support schools in responding to a medical emergency for an anaphylactic student for whom the school has an Individual Medical Management Plan and Emergency Procedure in place. Also, in accordance with Sabrina’s Law, schools must administer an EPI-Pen when a student is suspected of suffering an anaphylactic reaction even if no Individual Medical Management Plan exists. If you are aware that your child is allergic to epinephrine or if you have any concerns, it is suggested that you contact the school principal.



Technology and Acceptable Use Coming Up in September



Picture Day-September 9 Canadians in Uniform: Sept. 13 Meet the Teacher and School Open House Sept. 20 Parent Council: Sept. 27 Terry Fox Run-Sept. 29



At SHDHS we see value in using technology in our classrooms, but we also see that technology can create unnecessary distraction (sometimes even for us). Students who have been issued Board devices are reminded that those devices belong to the Board and teachers/admin have the right to the passwords and to view the information on the devices. In grades 7-10 we will impress upon students that the iPads are for school work and personal phones are not to be used in the classrooms unless instructed by



the teacher. Students are encouraged to back up all their school work on the ‘cloud’ before the end of September as the iPads will be collected at that time to provide some necessary updates.



are to be used when the teacher feels it is appropriate for the lesson. All teachers ask that students respectfully keep their phones in their bags or pockets until instructed otherwise.



If over the summer your child’s iPad was damaged please have them report this immediately so we can have it fixed in a timely manner.



Parents, if you have an urgent message to send to your child please contact the office and we will make sure they get the information in a timely manner.



In grades 11-12 students may bring their own devices but are reminded that all devices



The following sports and clubs will run this fall. Practices may be before or after school. Check the calendar on our webpage to keep up to date: Fall Sports & Clubs



Attendance



7/8 Soccer and Cross Country, Jr. Band (Wed.), Field Hockey (starts Sept.6), Cross Country, Baseball, Tennis, Golf, Jr./Sr. Boys Volleyball, Badminton Club (Thurs.), Reach for the Top (Fri. at lunch Rm. 212), GSA (Mon. lunch Rm. 222) Students’ Council (Mon), Art Room (everyday at lunch), Literacy Support (everyday after school), Music Council/Percussion (Mon.), Sr. Band (Tues./Thurs.), Jazz Band (Wed.), Band Combo (Friday) All 9-12 band starts at 7:15 am. Sept.16/17: Sr. Girls Basketball Tournament. Sept. 23/24: Jr. Girls Basketball Tournament



Attendance is critical to a child’s success. Students who are perpetually late, absent , or truant are missing valuable time in the classroom. This year staff will be contacting parents immediately if we feel there is an attendance concern. Our administration team will follow up if attendance concerns continue and parents will be an integral part of any solution. We want your children here and we love having them here. You can support us by calling in for excused absences (medical, dental, legal, personal, compassionate) and encouraging your child to be on time and to do their best. Phone 519-235-0880 at any time of day to report an absence for your child.



“There’s no time like the present and no substitute for being present”



Important Changes to OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test) This year students will have two opportunities to write the OSSLT. All students in Grade 10 will write the online version of the literacy test on October 20th. Students who are successful on this test will know in late January and will have met the literacy requirement for graduation. Students who are unsuccessful will have another opportunity to write the test on March 30th, 2017 and they will be able to choose either the online or paper version. Having two opportunities to be successful on the test allows us more opportunity to assist our students. Students will be learning skills in all of their classes to prepare them for the test and we will be providing individual support for some students that were identified last year. Also, Mrs. Hawley, Mrs. Bayer-Smith, and other teachers will be providing after-school literacy support five days a week in the Learning Commons. If you have any questions about the test or how you can support your child feel free to call us. You can find more information about the OSSLT at www.eqao.com.
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