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New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report Key questions within this document:



1. Special educational needs provision at New Forest Academy 2. How does New Forest Academy know if children/young people need extra help and what do I do if I think my child has special educational needs? 3. How do both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s/young person's learning? 4. How will New Forest Academy's staff support my child/young person? How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s/young person's needs? 5. How is the decision made about the type of and how much support my child/young person will receive? 6. How will my child be included in activities outside the school classroom including school trips? 7. What support will there be for my child’s/young person's overall well-being? 8. What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the school? 9. What training is provided for staff supporting children and young people with SEND? 10. How accessible is New Forest Academy (both indoors and outdoors)? 11. How are parent carers/young people currently involved in New Forest Academy? How can I get involved and who can I contact for further information? 12. What steps should I take if I have a concern about the school's SEND provision? 13. How will school prepare and support my child/young person to join the school, transfer to a new school, or transition to the next stage of life? 14. Where can I get further information about services for my child/young person?



1. Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) provision at New Forest Academy Welcome to New Forest Academy’s Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) pages. We hope you will enjoy reading about the variety of ways in which New Forest Academy is able to support SEND students to reach their full potential. The SEND department is going through an exciting transformation and along with the national changes to SEN, your child and you will be at the centre of their provision. Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is Mr S Jenkin. Our Governor with responsibility for SEND is Lesley Sinfield. New Forest Academy is a mainstream school. At New Forest Academy we welcome everybody into our community. The school’s motto is “To Make Our Best Better” which drives our approach to learning. Every student at New Forest Academy has the opportunity to follow National Curriculum subjects as well as following an appropriate GCSE curriculum pathway. Our options programme allows for



New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report personalisation, with additional time in the core subjects should it be needed. All 4 broad areas of need are catered for, firstly with quality first teaching in the first instance. We are committed to narrowing the attainment gap between SEND and non-SEND students. This may include after school support, short-term intervention learning or other learning interventions developed on an individual needs basis. This is regularly reviewed by the SENCO and progress is tracked and monitored carefully. The Academy sponsor AET conducts an annual visit to advise and support SEND provision to ensure that students have the potential for the very best outcomes. We strive for good attendance at New Forest Academy. Students want to come to school to experience our rapidly improving learning environment. Students are considered a persistent absentee if their attendance drops below 90%. There is a clear link between attendance and achievement. Regular unauthorised absence can result in a Penalty Notice issued on behalf of the local authority. Information regarding this is available on our Attendance Policy on the website. If your child has a special educational need or disability and you would like to know more about what we offer at New Forest Academy after reading these pages, please contact us on 02380 891192 asking for the SENCO to contact you.



2. How does New Forest Academy know if children/young people need extra help and what do I do if I think my child has special educational needs? New Forest Academy uses guidance provided by Hampshire County Council to identify special educational needs. Information to support identification of SEND may be gathered through:  Liaison with link primary/junior schools prior entry in to Year 7 (summer term of Year 6) or at transfer for students joining the school (other than at the start of Year 7);  Analysis of test information (reading and spelling) for all children in their first term of entry. The school may use additional tests to supplement this information, such as LASS, SDQ and Speechlink. The use of MidYIS results also supports the process;  Prior achievement at Key Stage 2;  Concerns about progress raised by teaching staff;  Information or concerns from parents, carers or other professionals;  We will carry out further assessments to support applications for exam access arrangements and to provide teaching and support staff with a detailed picture of need. If you are concerned that your child may have a special educational need or disability please contact your child’s/young person's Key Stage Team or the SENCO. The Children and Families Act 2014 states that... (1) A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her; (2) A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she; (a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or (b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him/her from making use of facilities of a



New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions; (3) A child under compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she is likely to be within subsection (2) when of compulsory school age (or would be likely, if no special educational provision were made); (4) A child or young person does not have a learning difficulty or disability solely because the language (or form of language) in which he or she is or will be taught is different from a language (or form of language), which is or has been spoken at home; The Equality Act 2010 states that a person has a disability if they have a physical or mental impairment and the impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. A physical or mental impairment includes:  Learning difficulties  Medical conditions, including; epilepsy, diabetes, more severe forms of asthma and eczema  Specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia  Autism  Speech, language and communication impairments If the impairment has a substantial and long-term effect on a person’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities it may amount to a disability. A young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she; (a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or (b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in a mainstream school.



3. How do both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s/young person's learning?      



We regularly assess and use data to accurately track student progress. Your child will be set targets. Our challenge is to support your child in attaining the targets. We report academic progress to parents each term. We currently use Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) to support students with SEND; these are reviewed termly. Parents and students will be fully involved in this process. We share examples of good practice during departmental meetings, colleagues overcome learning barriers by working together. Achievement is celebrated through the school’s rewards system. Through Parents’ Consultation Evening throughout the year.



Here are some practical examples:  We have staff trained to help students cope with emotional issues.  We develop learning programmes with parents and the student when facing new challenges within SEND.
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We have an established transition programme for students in Year 6 and work very closely with the link primary/junior schools to ensure students feel happy and confident in Year 7. We have programmes to support specific students with social skills and self-esteem. This is a strength of the Academy. We offer continuing support to students throughout their time at New Forest Academy.



4. How will New Forest Academy's staff support my child/young person? How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s/young person's needs? The school adopts a graduated approach to intervention. There have been significant improvements made to teaching and learning and the best way to ensure students with SEND make the best progress, is through quality first teaching. Teachers are expected to differentiate lessons appropriate to the variety of needs of the learners to remove barriers. The effective inclusion of all students occurs when teaching is; based on clear objectives that are shared with students and returned to throughout the lesson; links are made to learning in different contexts, new vocabulary is carefully explained; lively interactive teaching styles are used and maximum use is made of visual and kinaesthetic as well as auditory/verbal learning. Approaches of this nature are the best way to accommodate the learning of all students within each class. Some of our classes have fewer students in to allow for greater personalisation and additional time working with the teacher. In addition to high quality inclusive teaching, some students will require additional intervention to make the very best progress in literacy and numeracy. An example of this is through Precision Teaching. Some students will require tailored teaching in classes with additional, time-limited, tailored intervention support programmes. This support is designed to increase rates of progress and secure learning for groups of students, to ensure they meet and exceed national expectations. This takes the form of tight, structured programmes of small-group or individual support, carefully targeted and delivered to improve progress. Examples of this level of support are; Peer Paired Reading, Accelerated Reader, ARAW, Word Shark and Precision Teaching. This level of support is characterised by small-group intervention and/or programmes and is intended for students who can be expected to ‘close the gap’ with their peers as a result of the intervention. Interventions at this level are designed for students for whom a well-structured short term programme will enable them to make progress. Students with SEND who may be included in this type of intervention are students who can be brought back ‘on track’ whose attainment in English and mathematics is below the national average and that of their peers.



New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report Some students will require increasingly individualised programmes, based on independent evidence of what works. Students will have their needs addressed initially through quality inclusive teaching and in addition, will receive specific targeted approaches in terms of a SEND intervention. Students will have particular needs related to literacy and/or numeracy. Their needs will be greater, in terms of literacy and numeracy, than those students described above. A minority of students will require increasingly individualised programmes, based on independent evidence of what works. In addition, there may be specific support from the Local Authority or other agencies. This support is designed to accelerate and maximise progress and minimise performance gaps. It may entail one-to-one or very small group support to ensure that students achieve very specific targets. Learning Pathways also provides a range of support. Learning Pathways supports learners that may need reduced timetables, physical barriers, respite from lessons and also is the central base for emotional support and 1:1 interventions. Learning Pathways is used as a ‘safe place’ and the skilled staff support their emotional well-being. External emotional support from Its Your Choice is well received. Students receiving this level of support will be identified as having a Statement or, from September 2014, an Education Health or Care Plan (EHCP). In addition, New Forest Academy provides:  A support for targeted students in Key Stage 3, typically who achieved below a Level 4 in English and Mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2;  A variety of option pathways at Key Stage 4;  Reasonable adjustments are made to meet the needs of students with physical disabilities where the school site may be partially accessible.



5. How is the decision made about the type of and how much support my child/young person will receive? The aim of our provision is to identify and assess the SEND and to plan the provision needed for each young person to achieve his or her best at New Forest Academy. We identified three broad levels of need: 1. Students who require some level of intervention to ensure that they get back on-track in terms of their attainment in literacy and numeracy or students who had additional needs such as being looked after 2. A smaller number of students who require more specialist programmes or have some outside agency support in place for example Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), medical professionals or counselling which will inform us about how best to ensure progress:



New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report 3. Very few students will have a Statement/Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or have severe and complex needs, such as being a new arrival in the country and use ‘English as an Additional Language’ (EAL). Some young people may need extra support to achieve their learning potential. If this is the case then this is what we will do:  We will assess the needs of that student to clearly identify their area of need and put together Personalised Learning Plan (PLP). Teachers use these to personalise the learning of students and to implement strategies to remove barriers to learning and progress.  Teaching Assistants support students in class, predominantly in English and Mathematics  Students will be allocated a Keyworker who will be your primary point of contact.  Parents and students will be invited to be involved in this process.  Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) will be reviewed termly with your child’s Keyworker. This is in addition to the normal reporting arrangements. Some SEND young people may need support from professionals outside of the school setting to achieve a successful learning journey. If this is the case then those views will be considered in the completion of the IEP. This could include:  Parents seeking medical advice about the young person;  School requesting Educational Psychologist involvement with the young person and  School requesting advice from specialist disability teams. Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan Over time EHC’s will replace the Statement of Special Educational Needs (by 2017). It will include in one document: Special education provision, health provision and social care provision. Hampshire Local Authority SEN department will be responsible for the EHC Plan and reviews will be held at least once a year to make sure that targeted support is being given and to assess the progress made. Students who currently have a Statement of Educational Needs will continue to be provided with support to meet the objectives in the Statement.



6. How will my child be included in activities outside the school classroom including school trips?     



No child is excluded from school activities based on SEND, though a risk assessment may indicate an unavoidable risk precluding an individual’s involvement. The school may allocate additional support on school trips where necessary. The school makes the decision based on need and is always open to discussion with parents. There are three ‘reward afternoons’ throughout the year, at the end of each term Behaviours for learning are regularly celebrated and the Progress Leaders and Senior Students hold celebration assemblies on a half termly basis



7. What support will there be for my child’s/young person's overall well-being?
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Every child, including those with special educational needs, will have a form tutor they see each day who is responsible for their pastoral needs. The work of the form tutor is overseen by the Progress Leaders Learning Support may provide additional levels of support, such as Emotional Literacy Support Assistants and mentoring. The Academy operates a termly drop down day for such education A student support group operates on a Tuesday and Wednesday morning during registration External Agency support on a Monday, where some students access a weekly or fortnightly slot. This is also supported by a monthly drop in service. Students can selfrefer to this service after school on a Tuesday between 3-5pm The school has a Parental Support Advisor and part time support from Youth and Families Matter, which may be accessed by SEND students. Medicines are stored at Student Reception who will make available medication in line with a student’s care plan, but are unable to administer medication. The school has two unisex disabled access toilets, one located in the ‘Quad’ area and the other, in the Sports Hall. Generally, students are expected to be able to attend to their own personal needs. Risk assessments are completed where appropriate and students with known conditions which present an additional hazard, may also have their own risk assessment. Mental health concerns are shared and parental liaison is encouraged. There is a selfharm pathway that pastoral leaders follow if there are any concerns or risks highlighted.



Looked after children are well supported in the Academy. They have formal termly reviews (PEP) of their progress and are well supported by the pastoral care in the Academy. In the first instance, their tutor is their main point of contact and Progress Leaders will co-ordinate emotional support, should there be a need. The Designated Teacher oversees the overall picture. This may be achieved through a Keyworker or ‘safe place’ in the Academy or access to our weekly emotional support service. Looked after children are encouraged to immerse themselves in the opportunities at the Academy and their progress and attendance is monitored closely. Regular liaison with carers and social workers works towards a positive educational experience for these learners. Looked after children also receive targeted and personalised support should there be a need to improve literacy skills.



8. What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the school? The school accesses support and advice from a variety of agencies. Current examples are: Hampshire Educational Psychology; Primary Behaviour Support; Greenwood School; Oak Lodge School Outreach, AET consultant support, CAMHS; the NHS; Occupational Therapy, Communication and Languages Team; Specialist Teacher Advisory Services; Speech and Language Therapy, It’s Your Choice, Youth and Families Matter and the ICT advisory service.



9. What training is provided for staff supporting children and young people with SEND? All our staff are involved in and committed to providing education and support for SEND students. Training is provided in line with the school's training plan.



New Forest Academy SEND Information 2016/17 report Some of our staff have additional qualifications, or have attended training which can be used in the individual plan to help your child access the curriculum. These are some of the qualifications or training staff have attended:  Working as Learning Support Assistants  Emotional Literacy Support Assistants  HLTA (Higher Level Teaching Assistant)  NVQ Level 3 Teaching Assistant  NVQ Level 3 Childcare  Precision Teaching  Acceleread and Accelewrite  Literacy/Numeracy assessment and support  Dyslexia awareness and support  Autism Awareness Training  Supporting students on the Autism Spectrum  Speech Language & Communication Training  Communication and Language skills support  Behaviour Management Training  Food Hygiene  First Aid  Paediatric First Aid



10. How accessible is New Forest Academy (both indoors and outdoors)?        



The school is not a designated local authority “resourced” school for specific SEND (e.g. Physical Disabilities or Dyslexia). The school is partially accessible for students in wheelchairs. Teaching rooms are generally on the ground floor. There are routes around the school that do not involve steps. Two blocks have classrooms that involve flights of stairs to access them. There is no lift access to these floors. The school has designated disabled parking bays located close to the main building. Additional services, such as the provision of specialist equipment and further adaptation of the school site are sought through Hampshire Specialist Teacher Advisory Service. Families and support workers are welcomed as part of the planning process to ensure that adequate provision is in place for students.



11. How are parent carers/young people currently involved in New Forest Academy? How can I get involved and who can I contact for further information?  



If your child has an ongoing illness or medical condition the school will support you and your child to maximise their involvement in education. Parents are crucial to improving the chances of achievement of their children in school and ensuring regular attendance is one of the most important ways a parent can be involved. Below is an example, from national statistics, of the difference attendance can make to achieving at least expected progress:
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If a child is in school most of the time (95 to 100%) their chances are nearly 7 out of 10.  If a child misses just one day every two weeks on average (90 to 95%) their chances are significantly less at just over 5 out of 10.  If their attendance is less (85% to 90%) their chances are greatly reduced at just under 1 out of 3.  The school holds an Open Evening for parents of prospective students at various points of the year. All parents of Year 6 students allocated a place at the school are invited to be part of an Induction Evening in the Summer Term of Year 6, where there is an opportunity to meet key staff who will work with your child (usually the form tutor, Key Stage Team, members of the Senior Leadership Team and the SENCO). These dates can be found on our website. Clear lines of communication are set out in your child's/young person's journal. Through liaison with primary schools there may be additional opportunities to work with students and parents and to arrange additional visits. Furthermore, the SENCO can be contacted by parents of children with special educational needs at any stage if they have concerns. Parents can become involved through participation in Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) reviews, Parental Consultation Evenings, the Open Afternoon, surveys and comments on reports and progress checks. Each year group has a Parents’ Consultation Evening following the publication of the student’s termly reports. There will also be the opportunity to be a member of the SEND Parental Voice Forum. Students’ views are sought for Annual Reviews of Statements and there is an opportunity for comment by the student and parent on the termly PLP review. Should there need to be an application made to the local authority for an EHC, parents and students will fully contribute to this process.



12. What steps should I take if I have a concern about the school's SEND provision? Quick reference details are set out below: Form Tutor Progress Leader (Y7/8): Miss D Hall Progress Leader (Y9/10/11): Miss L Jones Assistant Vice Principal/SENCO: Mr S Jenkin Principal: Mrs K Godsall Any enquiries about SEND provision at New Forest Academy should be made to the SENCO, Mr S Jenkin. Telephone: 02380 891192 Email: [email protected]
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13. How will school prepare and support my child/young person to join the school, transfer to a new school, or transition to the next stage of life?  We have an established transition programme for students in Year 6 and work very closely with our link primary schools to ensure students feel happy and confident in Year 7. For some students, this may include additional visits to the school, liaison with school staff about needs or the use of Inclusion Partnership Agreements.  We have a designated specialist independent careers advisor to support students with choices in the Academy.  We will respond to requests for information if a student transfers to another school during their time at New Forest Academy.  We will seek information from schools/colleges for a student joining the school mid-year.  We liaise closely with local colleges regarding transfer beyond Year 11.  For some students, we have organised additional support in the transfer to post 16 education and employment.



14. Where can I get further information about services for my child/young person?
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