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Zagreb, 7th October 2016.



Norwegian State Railways Mr. Geir Isaksen, CEO Cargonet Mr. Arne Fosen, CEO



Dear Sirs, I am addressing you on behalf of the Railroad Engineer Trade Union of Croatia regarding the conflict in negotiations that ultimately resulted with a train driver strike in companies that you run. We are familiar with the reasons for your disagreement in the negotiations with our Norwegian colleagues. Here in Croatia we were often amazed by your ways of education, driver expertise and safety in railway transport. We pointed you out as an example and guideline of quality driver education, as an example of security and responsibility. With dismay we received the information about your arguments and effort to drastically reduce training times of drivers and therefore the expertise, quality and safety of traffic. The fact that Green Cargo and Flytoget accepted current schooling practices makes our lack of understanding even greater. We are saddened by the fact that you are looking for savings in the wrong way, in order to be competitive because, in our opinion, in processes which have a direct impact on driver skills, and therefor the quality and safety of rail traffic, there is no place for savings, because - the most expensive savings are those that can result in tragedy! Rail transport is a socially useful activity which, if not performed extremely professionally and responsibly, can be a very dangerous activity. We are confident that you will understand that any future possible accident with any injury or - even in worst cases - deaths, due to errors of an insufficiently trained driver, will be associated with those who have ultimately demanded such conduct. Believing in your desire for the Norwegian railway sector to continue being an example to us from the southeast of Europe, and not to become - regarding order and security - the Balkans, we hope that you will sit down with our Norwegian colleagues and find a solution which will not turn Europe's leader in railway transport security into a risky security system. We will closely follow your efforts and our Norwegian colleagues efforts, and we will on this basis make further decisions about our actions. With respect!



PRESIDENT Nenad Mrgan
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