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Objectivity—Some Reflections Dr. William M. Kallfelz1 Department of Philosophy & Religion HON 1081, Drs. Becky Smith & Seth Oppenheimer- Guest Presentation September 2, 2014 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



I.



Philosophically, the Western tradition (especially in the case of Plato) has considered “objectivity” in the metaphor of a quest or “ascent”—something resembling an ideal guideline and very difficult to attain. •



Note 1: The Eastern2 traditions (both religious and philosophical) generally speaking harbor a more holistic view of “objectivity”, in terms of requiring subjective immersion and participation (to be discussed below)



•



Note 2: This Eastern view has sometimes been characterized by certain Western philosophical traditions (in particular, phenomenology) as “reducing” objectivity to “intersubjectivity”—though this is misleading (and based on a misunderstanding).



II. What is the connection between “truth” and objectivity? •



1



Three Prevalent (Western) philosophical theories and accounts of ‘truth’:
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In particular, India and China



i.)



Truth-as-correspondence (TruthCP): A proposition p is trueCP if and only if p corresponds to a represents a factual state of affairs.



ii.)



Truth-as-coherence (TruthCH): A proposition p is trueCH if and only if p coheres (or is in harmony with) a set of justifiable beliefs.



iii.)



Truth-as-pragmatics (TruthPM): A proposition p is truePM if and only if p proves to be reliable according to a community’s standards of enquiry.



Three important dimensions/senses Metaphysical (pertaining to questions concerning the nature of ultimate reality)



Objectivity



Truth



Absolute mindindependence



Truth as correspondence



Examples can include objects, events, properties, and processes. Epistemological (pertaining to questions concerning the nature of knowledge)



Impartiality, holding fast to standards of justification



Truth as coherence



Examples include valid and sound deductive reasoning, and strong and cogent inductive reasoning (from logic) Methodological (pertaining to questions concerning the nature of method)



Relying on error-correcting methods that are defeasible and falsifiable (in principle and in practice).



Truth as pragmatics



Examples include the “scientific method” (though it’s more accurate to say “scientific methods”



III. Claim: Scientific objectivity is primarily methodological and epistemological—since absoluate mind-independence may even prove to be scientifically untenable (since scientific theories constitute the structure of the world—observable and otherwise). •



Note 3: In the philosophy of science, a central issue is the debate between scientific realism versus scientific anti-realism, which hinges on this issue of metaphysical objectivity.



IV. Eastern views and the connection between science and religion (participatory objectivity).
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