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BEHOLDING CHRIST . . . THE SON OF GOD Witnesses for the Defense John 5:31–47



LET’S BEGIN HERE The fifth chapter of John provides us with three scenes. First, a miracle where a man who was paralyzed for nearly 40 years was instantly healed by Jesus. Second, a series of claims where Jesus testified that He is God’s Son and equal with God the Father. Third, we read a defense of Christ’s deity where five distinct witnesses each verified these claims as truth. In this lesson, we will study the testimonies of the key witnesses and come to our own verdict.



YOUR TURN IN THE SCRIPTURES Before studying a passage of Scripture, it’s helpful to read the entire chapter in which it resides. As you read John 5, make mental notes about what begins to emerge as an overarching theme—for instance, circle or underline key words or phrases that offer clues, or simply make notes in the margin about what stands out to you. Fill in the blanks below with your results.



ST U DY



Quotable We will be jurors in the jury box today, as we listen in on the testimony of credible witnesses for the deity of Jesus. — Charles R. Swindoll



Theme of John 5: 



Major character(s): 



Key word(s): 



Other observations: 



Key verse(s): 



www.insight.org | www.insightworld.org Copyright © 1975, 1987, 2000, 2018 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited. Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



S12 1



BEHOLDING CHRIST . . . THE SON OF GOD Witnesses for the Defense John 5:31–47



ST U DY



Observation: Zooming in on Details Now that you’ve observed John 5 with a wide-angle lens, try to zoom in to see how verses 31–47 fit into the whole. Read John 5:31–47 looking for words or ideas that are emphasized. In this passage, we have the continuation of a speech given by Jesus but with a different emphasis. Let’s try to discover the reason for the change in focus. In John 5:31, what reason did Jesus give for providing witnesses to His identity?



Read the passage again carefully. See if you can identify all the witnesses Jesus mentioned. Write them below along with the corresponding verses for each.



What single word or idea is emphasized in this section?



Perhaps by now you’re starting to grasp John’s reason for including Jesus’ long speech. Jesus presented five individual witnesses who each testify to His identity as God’s Son. Let’s take a closer look at each and try to discover their importance.



Interpretation: Understanding the Impact of the Witnesses Jesus deliberately mentioned these five witnesses to His identity as God’s Son and meant to deliver one powerful truth. Yet in each case, there are interpretive clues that bring us to a point of decision. Based on credible witnesses, what Jesus claimed is true; therefore, it must be believed. Let’s examine each witness carefully and see how collectively they provide one powerful truth: Jesus is God.
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Witness #1: God the Father ( John 5:32, 36–38) In his commentary on the gospel of John, Chuck Swindoll makes this important interpretive observation about verse 32: John, translating the Aramaic words of Jesus, could have chosen either of two Greek words for “another,” allos [243] or heteros [2087]. The two words are basically synonymous with a slight nuance. Whereas heteros means “another of a different sort,” allos means “another of the same sort.” This “another” is, of course, God the Father (5:36–37).1 Why is the word Jesus used, which is translated “someone else,” important to understanding His meaning?



According to Jesus, how did the Father testify that Jesus is His Son (John 5:36–37)?



How did Jesus view the attitude of the Pharisees toward God the Father (5:37–38)?



Witness #2: John the Forerunner ( John 5:33–35) Next, Jesus called John the Baptist to the witness stand. In a sentence or two, how would you summarize John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus?
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Initially, the Jewish leaders apparently looked favorably upon John’s ministry (John 5:35). Do you think it was because they believed his message? Why, or why not?



Witness #3: Jesus’ Own Works ( John 5:36) The defense moved from verbal evidence to visual evidence. What did Jesus offer as greater evidence of His deity than the witness of John the Baptist?



What examples of His works could you list based on what John the gospel writer highlighted in the first five chapters?



Witness #4: The Scriptures ( John 5:39–44) What witness did Jesus refer to in these two verses?



What did Jesus mean by “the Scriptures”?
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How did Jesus describe the Pharisees’ attitude toward this witness of His deity ( John 5:40)?



In what way would honoring Christ as God be honoring the Scriptures (5:41–44)?



Witness #5: Moses ( John 5:45–47) Jesus seemed to save the most compelling witness for last, regarding His Jewish jury. What is the significance of Moses’ testimony, according to Jesus ( John 5:45–46)?



What connection did Jesus make between the Pharisees’ willingness to believe the writings of Moses and their rejection of Him?



Why is this significant (5:47)?
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Correlation: How Does It Relate? These hardcore religious elites could not see Jesus as the Messiah because God’s Word had not yet penetrated their hearts. Moreover, God’s Son had not become the object of their faith or their hearts’ devotion. Yet the Old Testament Scriptures echoed through the ages with the news of the coming Messiah (Luke 24:27, 44; Acts 8:30–35). Read the correlating passages below and write a sentence about how each relates to Jesus’ words in John 5:45–47. Deuteronomy 18:15, 19



Luke 13:34–35



Acts 3:18–23



Application: How Will You Respond? Application always considers our response to truth revealed in the Scriptures. In this passage from John 5, compelling truths are revealed by the testimony of five very credible witnesses. Yet the Bible was not given to us simply as a legal dossier to bring about an intellectual verdict. Rather, God has revealed Himself to us in the person of His Son to draw us to Him ( John 12:32). In what ways has this study of five witnesses of Jesus’ deity drawn you closer to Him?
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How might you make certain that your study of the Scriptures not remain a mere intellectual exercise but instead a time of worship that opens the doors of your heart to a deeper relationship with Jesus?



If you were brought to trial and accused of being a devoted follower of Jesus, what evidence would exist to prove it? Who would witness your devotion to Him?



A FINAL PRAYER Father, I desire my life to be a living testimony to the power and presence of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Continue the work You started in me to make me more and more like Him. For the praise and glory of Your name, I pray, amen.



ENDNOTE 1. 



Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary: Insights on John (Carol Stream, Ill.: Tyndale House, 2014), 128–29.
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Tools for Digging Deeper



Beholding Christ . . . The Son of God: A Study of John 1–5



Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary Insights on John



The Gospel of John with Psalms and Proverbs from The Swindoll Study Bible



by Charles R. Swindoll CD series



by Charles R. Swindoll Hardcover book



by Charles R. Swindoll LeatherLike book



For these and related resources, visit www.insightworld.org/store



or call USA 1-800-772-8888 • AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 • CANADA 1-800-663-7639 • UK +44 1306 640156



For the 2018 broadcast, this Searching the Scriptures study was developed by Mark Tobey in collaboration with Bryce Klabunde, executive vice president of Searching the Scriptures Ministries, based upon the original outlines, charts, and sermon transcripts of Charles R. Swindoll’s messages.
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And He shows them how faith in Him would make that possible! YOUR TURN IN THE SCRIPTURES. As we turn to this passage, we'll use the Searching the ...
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Notes 

He said that only through believing in Him can we have eternal life .... â€œEveryone who lives in me and believes in me will never dieâ€� (11:26, emphasis added).
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Searching the Scriptures study will help you analyze your life's choices so you can ... but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
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not room enough in your Bible's margins for all the richness you can observe ... Here are some lessons to share with children regarding encouragement:.
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Samuel Trevor Francis, â€œO the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus,â€� in The Celebration Hymnal: Songs and Hymns for Worship (Nashville: Word. Music/Integrity Music ...
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â€œI tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the. Baptistâ€� (Matthew 11:11). .... Look up the following pas- sages, and in the space ...
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Notes 

I am â€œthe resurrection and the lifeâ€� who gives hope beyond the grave. (11:25). .... Which of these principles hits closest to home for you right now? And what can ...
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Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application ... parents aim their children at the center of God's design for them. .... the once unbridled youth enslaves himself to a Gentile farmer and takes company with pigs.
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Notes 

One day the girl said to her mistress, â€œI wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria. He would heal him of his leprosy.â€� What does 2 Kings 5:2 report about the relationship between the Israelites and the Arameans? Was the young girl wi
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Notes 

Roman writer. Pliny the Younger scoffed at the notion of a society without class distinction when he said, â€œNothing is more unequal than equality itselfâ€� (c. AD 62â€“113). ... The first quote in Romans 12:19 comes from Deuteronomy 32:35 â€” a son
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Notes 

He then was under house arrest in Rome for two years (28:30), awaiting an appearance before Nero. During. Paul's second imprisonment, however, in the Mamertine dungeon, he had apparently had a preliminary hearing and was awaiting a final trial. He di
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In what ways do these two verses remind you of Genesis 1:1â€“2? What words and images do they share? STUDY. BEHOLDING CHRIST . . . THE SON OF GOD.
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He always put Christ and the gospel center stage ... adversaries, setting forth his superior qualifications as an apostle of God (11:16â€“12:21), .... or call USA 1-800-772-8888 â€¢ AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 â€¢ CANADA 1-800-663-7639 â€¢ UK +44 ...
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Page 1 ... can't tame your own tongue, but the ... When searching the Scriptures, gather resources that will guide your study, including a concordance and.
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This. Searching the Scriptures study will help you analyze your life's choices so ... edify God's people in the local church and shine the bright light of the gospel.
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Next, go to the Web site, Bible History Online (www.bible-history.com), click the ... Pamphylia above, and then surmise a reason for John Mark calling it quits.
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Notes 

Titus is part of what we call the Epistles â€” a genre of literature in the New. Testament written by apostles to provide believers guidance for daily living. Titus.
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