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Why Latin First 



IT



I S not my intention to discuss the importance or necessity of Latin in the secondary school, but to determine its relationship to modern foreign languages (and their relative sequence). Should the study of Latin precede or follow modern foreign languages in the secondary school curriculum? Presently, the general practice followed in the majority of the schools, especially in the Catholic schools, is to offer two years of Latin preceding the study of modern foreign languages (Spanish and French being the most popular). There have been three reasons for the precedence of Latin:



demic year, both Spanish and Latin with excellent results. 4. Students who have previously taken two years of Spanish have been very good in the study of Latin. 5. The factors: I. Q., general achievement, achievement in English, musical education, and good study habits have contributed more decisively to the success of the study of Spanish than previous study of Latin, in spite of the fact that Spanish is a corrupt Latin.



At the same time, other factors have been overlooked. These others factors, I believe, are more important and decisive. I t is not my intention to advocate the disappearance of Latin from the secondary school curriculum. I a m aware that the study of Latin can be used as a basis for the study of the Romance language, and even enrich the students' knowledge of English. However, experience has shown me that students do not need Latin as a foundation for the study of a foreign language. As a Spanish and Latin teacher, I have carefully noted the achievement of my students and have arrived a t the following conclusions:



I t is important to emphasize that when we refer to the achievement in the study of Spanish, we mean a n achievement that considers language as something alive, as a process of acquiring a complex system of communication that includes the ability to understand spoken as well as written language, and the ability to master oral and written expression; thus, discarding the traditional method in the teaching of a modern foreign language. The previous study of Latin as a basis for the Romance language was justified when one used the traditional method; the study of vocabulary forms and syntax of the language, through reading and translation, depending on the textbook in every instance. But fortunately this traditional method is outdated, if not completely abolished, and will go down in the history of educational methods as a n error of the past. There are aIso other important points to be considered:



1. Students of Spanish without previous knowledge of Latin have, in many cases, surpassed the achievement of other students with such knowledge. 2. Students who have failed in Latin to the extreme of having to drop it have attained satisfactory performance in the study of Spanish. 3. Students of superior mental ability have studied simultaneously, in the same aca-



1. If the student has had experience with a second language in elementary school, why should he discontinue the study of this language to learn Latin? What is the reason for the study of the language in the elementary school or junior high, if it is not continued in senior high school? 2. If the study of a second language, following the process of the learning of the mother tongue, is to be based on constant use,



1. Tradition in the field of education. 2. Origin of the languages. 3. Their chronological order in the history of civilization.



H. SAN JUAN



310



through intense and continuous repetition of the process of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, are two courses of nine five hours a week, sufficient to attain true achievement? -



-



Why not study first a living language, a language used by other inhabitants of the contemporary world? When we place Latin first in the curriculum, we are violating the didactic principle of going from the easy to the difficult, from the concrete to the abstract, from the immediate to the mediate, etc. This is the same as teaching international politics first and, later, the government of the home, the school, the city, and the nation, in the study of social science. 3. If modern languages-because they are modern-have more similarity to the English language, is it not easier to study them first and then study Latin with its multiple endings and syntax which are so different from those in English? 4. Today's student, citizen of the future, will not remain isolated in his native land, since in modern society the inter-relations among the citizens of the world are more necessary each day, and the modern -foreign language is the tool for world understanding. The knowledge of a second language will have more meaning and more practical value to the student who will have the opportunity to speak Spanish, French, Portuguese, or Russian-but not Latin.



I do not propose the elimination of Latin from the secondary school curriculum, but I do propose its subordination to the study of modern foreign languages and its limitation as a basic knowledge to certain professions and careers. I advocate that we offer four consecutive years of a modern foreign language a t the secondary level and postpone the study of Latin-as an elective for the last two years. The linguistic skills that the student has acquired and developed in the first two years of the modern foreign language will be transfered to the study of Latin. Also, after two years in high school,



the following factors will facilitate the study of Latin: 1, More mental maturity. 2. Better knowledge of the English language. 3. A knowledge of a second language, which will help one to understand the problems of the study of Latin. 4. Upon reaching the junior year, the student has usually chosen his vocation and will know if he needs Latin. Although I recognize the disciplinary value of Latin, I believe that we exaggerate it, since other subjects in the curriculum, if their study is efficiently directed, have this same instrumental value.



Let us then leave the intensive study of Latin, four years with emphasis on the aural-oral procedure, for the secondary schools that prepare future Catholic priests, to whom Latin is of vital importance since it is the official language of the Roman Catholic Church. H. SAN JUAN Sacred Heart College Cullman, Alabama Note: I am asking my colleagues to conduct the following research on this problem: I. BASICDATA Student'SName



I. Q. 



Achievement Achievement in English 11. MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE Taken in elementary school? 



How many years? 



Achievement 



Taken in junior high? 



How many years? 



Achievement 



Taken in senior high school? 



How many years? 



Achievement 



111. LATIN Taken? Before the modern foreign language? After the modem foreign language? Simultaneously with modern foreign language? How many years? Achievement



-
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