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the exciting project at Durslade Farm is well under way, and a visit was arranged in September for journalists and those closely involved with the project to look at how the farmhouse has been decorated and refurbished. This is where visiting artists will stay, and to my mind it is stunning – bold and beautiful colour schemes and lots of imaginative touches. Alice Workman, Hauser & Wirth Somerset’s director, says that the launch of the gallery will include many locals, and points out that it will then be open to everyone six days a week, for free. For the time being, contents however, it is impractical to hold an open day, as the site has recently become muddy and hazardous, and Who, What and Where 2 visits to a building site are problematic. The gallery Rectory Ruminations 3 is working on a series of early engagement events for locals prior to the opening, and it will bring in pupils Diary of Events 5 from the local schools to benefit from the extensive Q&A: The Marine Engineer 11 educational facilities planned. Another aspect of the art world was on show during Community News 17 Somerset Art Weeks, in late September and early October. Church Services 38 I did not unfortunately manage to get to many venues, but I was bowled over by the display of sheer talent at Parish News 41 the Bruton School for Girls exhibition. The school, the Town Council News 48 pupils and their teachers are to be congratulated. Remember, remember … keep your pets indoors on In the Vegetable Plot 50 5 November. Fireworks seem to get louder and scarier Schools Desk 51 every year, and cats and dogs can be very frightened by them. If you are having a party with fireworks, please Nature Notes 63 advise your elderly and pet-owning neighbours. And Useful Information 65 check your bonfire pile for hedgehogs and dormice! Finally: subscriptions are due for renewal shortly. Where to Eat and Drink 71 Your support, via a £10 subscription, is vital to keep the Crossword 72 magazine going, and you will be sure of getting your copy every month. Please contact Mike Kelham (address contact us 72 on page 72). Elisabeth Balfour a www.thedovemagazine.blogspot.com national parish magazine of the year 2012
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who, what and where (all codes 01749 unless otherwise stated)



Priest in Charge (day off: Friday) Senior Associate Priest Benefice Treasurer Church Office



Brewham Bruton Pitcombe Redlynch Shepton Montague Wyke Champflower



Roman Catholic Methodist Quaker



Father Justin Bailey, The Rectory, Plox, Bruton ba10 0ef, 812 616; [email protected] Prebendary Mark Ellis, The Parsonage, Gold Hill, Batcombe, Shepton Mallet ba4 6hf, 850 074; [email protected] John Knight, 813 635; [email protected] Sharon Daniels, Rectory Annexe, Plox, Bruton ba10 0ef (through back gate), 10 am–12.30 pm Monday–Wednesday, 813 080; [email protected] churchwardens of the benefice John Mott, 850 336 Mrs Denise Hastings, 812 525; [email protected] Harry Mills, 812 114; [email protected] Charles Brook, 01963 351 492; [email protected] (Vacant) Jeremy Collyer, 812 363; [email protected] Mrs Andrea Ketley, 01963 350 159 Mrs R. Winkley, 813 203 and in other christian traditions . . . Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk, The Presbytery, South Street, Wincanton ba9 9dh, 01963 34408; [email protected] Rev. Ken Chalmers, 2 Parsonage Crescent, Ansford ba7 7lt, 01963 351 598; [email protected] Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), Wincanton Meeting, High Street, Wincanton; Clerk Andy Hall, 01963 353 452 church websites stmarysbruton.org.uk pitcombepc.org.uk sheptonmontague.org.uk bruton town council (See also page 69) Clerk: Kathy McCarthy ([email protected]; 813 014)



page 2



the dove | november 2013



rectory ruminations From the Registers Funeral Michael Vincent 16 September, Bruton



‘Don’t aim at success. The more you aim at it and make it a target, the more you are going to miss it. For success, like happiness, cannot be pursued; it must ensue, and it only does so as the unintended side effect of one’s personal dedication to a cause greater than oneself or as the by-product of one’s surrender to a person other than oneself. Happiness must happen, and the same holds for success: you have to let it happen by not caring about it. I want you to listen to what your conscience commands you to do and go on to carry it out to the best of your knowledge. Then you will live to see that in the long run – in the long run, I say! – success will follow you precisely because you had forgotten to think about it.’ There is much that is squalid or vapid on the internet, but also much that is good. The above quote was brought to my attention by my brother-in-law, and comes from Man’s Search for Meaning (preface to the 1992 edition), written by a survivor of the Holocaust, Viktor E. Frankl. His words remind me in turn of those of Jesus, ‘For whosoever shall save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it’ (Matthew 16:25). Frankl was of course a Jew; he put his knowledge of psychiatry to work in the death camps to help others survive. The Church would do well to heed what he says. The words ‘personal dedication to a cause greater than oneself or as the by-product of one’s surrender to a person other than oneself’ ought to describe exactly the Christian vocation. Yet the Church today is in danger of being panicked into pursuing such things as ‘strategies for growth’, that is, aiming for ‘success’, when her delight should be simply in being herself and doing what she knows to be right. Frankl says we must lose ourselves, whereas today we are encouraged to be obsessed with ourselves! To lose one’s self means to empty oneself. In Christian terms that means love of God and love of others in place of love of self. If we can but empty ourselves we are more likely to find happiness and success. And the Church, the more she loses herself also, will find herself fulfilled. Father Justin Bailey, 812 616 page 3
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O P E N I N G 2 0 14



General Enquiries +44 174 981 4061 Stockwell House, 13 High Street, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0AB page 4 www.hauserwirthsomerset.com
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november diary of events See also Church Services pages 38/39 Coffee mornings are held on Saturdays, 10am–12 noon, at Bruton Community Hall, on behalf of the following organisations: 2 Bruton Primary School 9 Royal British Legion 16 Conservatives 23 St Peter’s Redlynch 30 Bruton Choral Society Friday 1 • Bruton Active Living lunch, 12.45pm, Bruton Community Hall. As the school is closed, there will be soup, a roll, and pudding. Talk at 2pm TBA. • South Somerset District Council surgery, Methodist Church, Bruton, 9.30am– 12.30pm. Advice on welfare benefits etc. Every other Friday. amber.eales@ southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462 943 to book an appointment, or just turn up. Saturday 2 • B&D Flower Club Children’s Workshop for Bonfire Night. Details Margaret 830 408. Sunday 3 • Bruton Choral Society Tea-Time Concert, 3.30pm at the Longhouse, Mill on the Brue. Tickets £5 (accompanied children free) from Church Bridge Stores; Bruton Pharmacy; 812 281, or e-mail [email protected]. • Half-term ends for Bruton School for Girls, Sexey’s School, Bruton Primary School. Monday 4 • B&D Flower Club demo by Sue Scott, ‘Christmas’, and photo competition, ‘Architecture’. 7.30pm, Bruton Community Hall. Judy Hayter 07894 063 238. • WITS meeting, 8pm: A Cuttings Evening. Bring an article that has interested you and will provoke discussion. Hosted by Janice Halstead, Linley, Quaperlake Street, Bruton; 813 470. • Pilates class given by fully qualified instructor, Bruton Club, 6–7pm (and every Monday). Mo 07815 748 518. • Sivananda yoga class, 7.15–8.45pm, Old School, Batcombe, £7. All levels. Every Monday until 16 December. 07753 678 582 or [email protected]. Tuesday 5 • Somerset Wildlife Trust talk, ‘British Mammals’ by Ed Wells, Chair of the Somerset Mammals Group. Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/Ansford, 7.30 for 8pm. £2.50, children free. • Stretch ‘n’ Flex, 5–6 pm, Hadspen Village Hall (and every Tuesday). Sue 07801 279 074. Wednesday 6 • Sunny Hill Nursery Parent & Toddler Group, Sunny Hill Prep School. 10.30–12 noon, free, all welcome (and every Wednesday in term-time). • Hadspen Short Mat Bowls Club, 7.15–9.15 pm, Hadspen Village Hall (and every Wednesday). Carole Wyatt 01963 350 222. page 5
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Thursday 7 • Cary Reels, 7.30pm, Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/Ansford. £4 per head. Enquiries 01963 350 276. • Bruton School for Girls, Sixth Form Lecture: Nicola Corbett, Yoga Instructor. 7pm, Radford Room, free. All welcome. 814 400 or [email protected]. • B&D Horticultural Society talk by Anne Swithinbank, ‘My favourite plants for all-round colour’. Hobhouse Theatre, Bruton School for Girls, 7 for 7.30pm. • Bruton Active Living, 2pm, Bruton Community Hall. Talk TBA. Friday 8 • Batcombe Film Society, Life of Pi (dir. Ang Lee/2012/127 mins/PG; English plus Tamil/French/Japanese/Hindi with subtitles). 7.15 for 7.45pm, Batcombe Village Hall. Guests £4.50. Saturday 9 • Auction of Promises in Hadspen Village Hall, in aid of the St Leonard’s, Pitcombe, bell project: 6 for 7 pm. Sunday 10 • Remembrance Day parade and service: parade assembles at West End, Bruton, 10.30am; Act of Remembrance and Last Post, 10.50am on Church Bridge, followed by service in St Mary’s Church. Tuesday 12 • B&D W.I. meeting, talk on ‘India, People and Wildlife’ by Sarah Buttenshaw. 7.30pm, Bruton Community Hall. Wednesday 13 • St Mary the Virgin PCC meeting, 7.30pm, Bruton Community Hall. Thursday 14 • Bruton Museum talk: update on the state of Bruton The Way Forward. 7 for 7.30pm, Museum, High Street. • Bruton School for Girls, Sixth Form Lecture: Felicity Aston, Explorer. 7pm, Hobhouse Studio Theatre, free. All welcome. 814 400 or [email protected]. • South Somerset District Council surgery, Methodist Church, Bruton, 9.30am– Friday 15 12.30pm. See Friday 1st. • Bruton School for Girls Sixth Form Careers Event: workshops by local businessmen and women. Please contact us if you are a local business that can offer your expertise: 814 400 or [email protected]. Sunday 17 • Bruton Choral Society joins the choir of King’s School for a ‘Come and Sing’ performance of the Fauré Requiem. Rehearsal 2pm, performance 5pm. Tuesday 19 • Mid-Somerset Decorative and Fine Arts Society illustrated lecture, ‘Rescuing Zeugma from the floodwaters of the Euphrates’. Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/ Ansford BA7 7JJ, 11am, £6. Free parking. All welcome. 01963 350 527. Thursday 21 • Poppy Travel Christmas Shopping trip to Exeter. Non-members welcome. Lynne Hawkridge 812 916. • Bruton School for Girls, Sixth Form Lecture: Leilani Lea, Founder of Barefoot Clinics. 7pm, Hobhouse Studio Theatre, free. All welcome. 814 400 or info@ brutonschool.co.uk. page 7
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WineWizzard Affordable wines you can be proud to put on your table



Woodcock Street, Castle Cary BA7 7BL Telephone 01963 351 919 [email protected] www.winewizzard.com page 8
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Friday 22 • Take Art presents Yer Tiz, a one-man show for the family, about living in Somerset. Batcombe Jubilee Hall, 7pm. Tickets £10 (£1.50 for children 6–16), including a twocourse supper, from Judy Stober (812 218) or Audrey Sage (850 311). Saturday 23 • HFT Christmas Fair, Wincanton Memorial Hall, 10am–1.30pm. Proceeds to the charity for those with learning disabilities. Thursday 28 • Classical Music Concert, 2pm, Hobhouse Studio Theatre, Bruton School for Girls. The Roaring Fork Wind Quintet: Estelle Greeley, James Watts, Anne ScoldingPerrett, Eleanor Whitfield, Steve McAllistair. Music by Piazzolla, Parker, Hallam and Elgar. Tickets £5, early booking advised. 814 400 or [email protected]. • Bruton School for Girls, Sixth Form Lecture: Annette Watlow, Senior Adviser for BP. 7pm, Hobhouse Studio Theatre, free. All welcome. 814 400 or info@ brutonschool.co.uk. Friday 29 • Camelot U3A monthly meeting, Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/Ansford, 2.30pm. Speaker Bonny Sartin, ex-lead singer of the Yetties, with songs and readings about seamen from the eighteenth century to WWII. Saturday 30 • St Nicholas Fair, St Mary the Virgin, Bruton, 12 noon–3pm. • Craft Fair, Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/Ansford, 10am–3pm. Proceeds to Riding for the Disabled and Caryford Hall.
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q & a: the marine engineer matthew keegan talks to kevin hughes In the summer of 1971 Kevin Hughes left school at fifteen equipped with an aptitude for drawing and a keen eye for detail – two talents that were destined to bear fruit and expand his horizons from the Carmarthenshire coastline to the shores of the Mediterranean and beyond. Born and brought up in Llanelli, he and most of his peers would have been expected to seek a job with one of the heavy industries that dominated the South Wales town: steel, coal, rail and cars. His route from the grammar school gates led to an apprenticeship with a local engineering firm and then onwards to work for a host of companies manufacturing specialist products for the marine industry. For the last eleven years Kevin has worked for Henshaw Inflatables in Wincanton, currently as project and sales director, and he lives in Bruton during the week before returning to his family home on the Isle of Wight at the weekends.



mk  Your parents must have had their reservations when you exited full-time education without a qualification to your name. kh  They had urged me to stay on to sit my O Levels, although this was tempered by the offer of an apprenticeship. But I had a flair for engineering drawing and it was this skill that landed me the position. I had picked this up at school and then improved by working parttime in the evenings for the company that took me on, and who obviously saw a potential in me. Unfortunately, after eighteen months it went into receivership, but I was lucky enough to be taken on by Thyssen – another large engineering company – also based in Llanelli. mk  That must have prompted some parental jitters, and worries of your own. kh  Thyssen was a big operation and they honoured their offer for me to complete my apprenticeship. As part of it I was sent to college part-time and passed O Level English, maths and technical drawing. And by the time I completed my apprenticeship I had also qualified as a member of the Institute of Production Engineers, so I was pretty pleased. Despite these developments I was still very much the office junior and treated as such. This led me to apply for a job, still in Llanelli, with Avon Inflatables, which built Rigid Inflatable Boats (RIBs). I became an engineering draughtsman in the technical department and that became my springboard into the marine industry. Avon was a great place to work and the job took me regularly to the Isle of Wight to liaise with a firm that built some of its products. Its naval architect offered me a job, which I accepted and so had to move my wife and children from South Wales to the island. mk  What were the highlights of your time with them and with Avon? kh  Undoubtedly the best moments were demonstrating the boats for the military, mainly special forces such as the SAS and SBS in the UK, the US Navy Seals, Germany’s GS9 and the Danish, Swedish and Indonesian equivalents. I’m not too bad as a helmsman page 11
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but these guys could teach me a lot. Some of what they do is a real eye-opener and very exciting, such as boarding a 50,000-tonne ship while travelling at speed. mk  You held a series of other positions with a range of similar manufacturers and had even started up a company backed by investors. But you were back in South Wales when your skills were illuminated by Henshaw Inflatables’ radar. kh  Yes, in 2002 I was involved in helping to set up a marine company when they approached me. It had been founded in 1974 by Jock Henshaw and had had a huge success with an inflatable dinghy, which became the Tinker class. Princess Anne became the patron and every few years we still service her personal boat, although we no longer build them. When the new owner Chris Hornidge took over from Jock, we diversified to make other products for the industry, including the inflatable collars for RIBs but not the rigid hull structure. mk  Your site in Wincanton does not give the appearance of being connected to the world of the super-rich, but your factory now sends its products around the world to service the floating palaces of some of the world’s wealthiest people. kh  A few years back we began producing a range of fenders aimed at the super-yacht market – ships of over 40 metres in length. And, to our surprise, this has developed into a very important part of the business. The fenders protect the yachts when they are moored and when other boats or ships berth next to them. These are very expensive vessels, costing around £1 million a metre to build, and for the very large ones, such as Roman Abramovich’s 167-metre (550-foot) Eclipse, repainting them can cost up to £4 million. As such, captains, and no doubt their owners, are very keen to keep their commands as pristine as possible and our fenders help prevent damage. Our success has been really through word of mouth, with captains talking to other captains about the kit their yacht is carrying. As a result we have also developed an inflatable sea pool that can be used for safe swimming and inflatable platforms that attach to ships’ sterns. mk  When the Henshaw factory is not buzzing with orders to send to the marinas of the Mediterranean and other sun-drenched havens, do you take on any other unusual orders? kh  We do get some strange requests – one person wanted us to develop an inflatable umbrella: we asked what was wrong with the original concept. Currently, we are looking at a project to manufacture an inflatable helicopter. This does sound bizarre, but it is never going to actually fly. It would be a working model of aircraft used by the emergency services to allow training for ground-based medical staff without having to travel to a live air station. Our other brushes with the unusual include making an inflatable bomb for a movie, self-righting airbags for one of the Bond films and an inflatable cinema, destined for a US Navy warship. mk  I’m not planning to put in an order for any 40-metre-plus vessels in the near future, page 13
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I Y E N G A R YOG A Barbara Saunders offers mixed ability classes suitable for all ages and levels of fitness. Yoga encourages good posture, builds strength, improves flexibility, has a positive effect on all the main body functions and relaxes and energises.



batcombe, Jubilee Hall, Mondays & Thursdays 10–11.30 am bruton, King’s School, Mondays 7–8.30 pm For more details please call 01749 831 283



but should I need one of your products, can I buy directly from you? kh Absolutely. We are always happy to help and if somebody wants a product developed we will do all we can to make it a reality. In the past I was making frequent trips around the world to work with our clients but since my job has changed I’m more officebound and on hand to advise. mk Will the lure of the high seas and warmer climes tempt you away from Bruton’s moisturekissed streets, or will you finally succumb to the siren call of the Isle of Wight? kh My goal is to move the family from the island to Bruton or close to it. I’ve delayed the move because I wanted to get my two boys settled following their schooling. I’ve got to know so many people that I feel like a local. mk Thanks, Kevin. a
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community news royal british legion (bruton branch) November is our busiest month – the month of Remembrance. There will be a fundraising Coffee Morning in the Community Hall on Saturday 9 November and the Remembrance Parade and Service will take place on Sunday 10 November. The marching contingent for the Parade will assemble at West End at 10.30am. The Act of Remembrance will take place at the War Memorial at 10.50am; after the names of the Fallen have been read and the Last Post sounded, there will be a Service of Remembrance in St Mary’s Parish Church. Our Poppy Boxes will be in place and our collectors will be out and about from 2 November. Please give generously! Graham Lilley



pitcombe bells project On 7 September at Hadspen Village Hall the Trustees of the Friends of St Leonard’s Church launched their project to refurbish the existing bells and to augment the peal to a harmonious six bells. The Chairman of the Trustees, Edward Hobhouse, introduced the project before Brian Shingler gave a very interesting talk on the history of the present bells and the technical aspects involved in producing a harmonious peal of six bells. Brian Shingler has been Tower Captain of St Mary’s Church, Bruton, for many years and has now become Tower Captain of St Leonard’s, Pitcombe, as well. He reminded the audience that the present bells were cast around 1550, although the tenor bell had to be recast in 1910. Maintenance work has been done in the last ten years, but the bells are in need of considerable refurbishment to keep them ringing. He went on to illustrate how different combinations of bells sound through his very impressive computer programme. The Treasurer, Professor Charles Brook, gave an outline of the project, which needs to be completed by 2015 to comply with the conditions of the Church Faculty given by the Bath & Wells Diocese. Donations have already been made towards the new bells and the Parochial Church Council of St Leonard’s has agreed to underwrite half the cost of refurbishing the existing bells. Various grants are being applied for, particularly to those organisations that specialise in funding church bells. Following this very enjoyable occasion, fundraising will continue with an Auction of Promises to be held at Hadspen Village Hall on Saturday 9 November at 6pm. All welcome. (For more about this see Parish News, page 45.) Carole Wyatt



bruton choral society We are hoping it will be more than ‘tea for two’ at our Tea-Time Concert on Sunday 3 November, 3.30pm at The Longhouse, Mill on the Brue. We shall be singing light pieces from the 1920s and 30s to The Beatles. Tickets at £5 (accompanied children free) will be available from Church Bridge Stores, Bruton Pharmacy, or from 812 281, or page 17
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speed watch Speeding on Bruton’s roads seems to be getting worse with every passing month. The Town Council are looking for volunteers to take part in a new Speed Watch initiative. If you’re interested, please contact Kathy McCarthy at the Bruton Community Office on the High Street. You can phone her on 813 014, or email her at brutoncouncil@ btconnect.com.



[email protected]. There will be no charge for Friends of BCS. We hope many of our Friends and supporters will come to enjoy the Sunday tea-time refreshments as well as the music. On Sunday 17 November we shall be joining the choir of King’s School for a performance of the Requiem by Gabriel Fauré. Our rehearsal begins at 2pm with the performance at 5pm. We are hoping to have the usual generous support for our Coffee Morning on Saturday 30 November. In addition to the customary coffee/tea etc. we will be offering bacon butties. Carols by Candlelight will be at Bruton School for Girls on Wednesday 18 December at 7.30pm. This popular evening of seasonal music and readings includes light refreshments. There will be well-known carols for audience participation as well as some less familiar items. Dan Richards



sivananda yoga class



planning



A new yoga class started in September and continues every Monday, 7.15–8.45pm, to 16 December, at the Old School, Batcombe. Enjoy a delicious Yogi chai and Sivananda cookies or an energy ball after the class. Beginners to advanced are welcome, as well as pregnant ladies. Please get in touch to discuss your needs. Yoga mats, blocks, rugs are all provided, as well as eye bags for final relaxation. Cost: £7 per class, drop-in (or £65 for a ten-class card). Contact 07753 678 582/ [email protected]. Joanna Johnston



‘More houses, why, we don’t need them’, says a Bruton resident of twenty years. Even the short answer to that is twofold: ‘Because we have a housing crisis, and because this is a democracy.’ A better way to respond is perhaps to seek an understanding of how officers and District Councillors have to address the problems of housing, planning and jobs. The answer starts from central government, but the responsibility lies with the local authority to find sites, as per the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), that are ‘sustainable’, allocating areas for various categories, such as industry, retail, and the Strategic Housing Land Availability register. This last has enabled Bruton, through localism, to improve on what was carried forward from the former Plan. Then the new Plan returns to the government’s (independent) Inspectorate to be examined for soundness. And work is generated for solicitors, corporate bodies and individuals to bring forward their comments. If these bodies don’t agree, the Plan returns to other inspectors. At that stage the decisions can become precedents in law, and if pockets are deep enough, go through all the legal tiers, subject to permission. There have been two approaches recently to obtaining the numbers of houses needed. One was regional allocations passed down through councils, against which most authorities rebelled, page 19
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Church Bridge Stores 14 Patwell Street, Bruton Tel 01749 812339



Proprietors Chris & Sharon Daniels welcome existing and new customers to your local convenience store



Supporting the local community with newspaper and home deliveries; and local suppliers: Gilcombe Farm for meat & poultry Somerset Dairies for milk & cream Kelway Foods for cheese & cooked meats and Taylors Bakery for fresh bread & cakes daily Thank you for supporting us



8 High Street, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0AA
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poppy travel On Thursday 21 November there is a Christmas Shopping trip to Exeter. The December outing, on Wednesday 18th, will be to the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil, for a matinee performance of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Non-members are welcome at these events. More details from Lynne Hawkridge, 812 916.



trains and buses at bruton The Community Office has copies of the Heart of Wessex Line Guide with its large-print timetable for services from Bruton Station on the Bristol to Weymouth line, and also a mini-timetable that we have created showing the times of all buses serving Bruton. Much more information is on our website: www. brutoncarytrains.co.uk. Friends of Bruton Railway Station (Secretary: [email protected])



but which are still sometimes used as fall-back by inspectors. The other introduces an element of localism. Strategic Planning is a section of the local authority that has to cover all the other social concerns: health, traffic, education, environment and so on. Two-tier local government does not facilitate matters. Part of our preferred site is still owned by the County Council; it is where we need the surgery, and the CC has a duty to secure the best price for it. A key obligation is to have a five-year supply of land available, within the fifteen-year Core Strategy. This is where things get complicated, when professionals disagree about how quickly land can be made available. Many appeals are based on the local authority’s failure to demonstrate the availability of numbers of the different types of housing. Many councils have been too longwinded (or under-resourced) in their preparation of Core Strategies, and the NPPF allows big developers to bring forward their own proposals in the absence of an adopted Core Strategy. That could still happen in Bruton, as the Plan has been withdrawn from inspection, but our geography makes it unlikely. National Parks and Forests, Green Belts, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas have more protection than Areas of Outstanding Landscape, within one of which Bruton lies, so for the moment the town depends on an unadopted Peripheral Landscape Study for its input to, for instance, the photovoltaic array at Brewham. There is a two-month period (lawyer territory here) for Appeal. The way forward needs to be a Master-Plan, beginning with development north of Marksdanes, and going south to include further houses and the surgery, and some public land. That choice remains the only active one, however long it takes for new structures to evolve for the NHS. The Saxon landlords had a plan for Bruton. So must we. What about an extension of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to include Bruton? John Bishton



hosting a foreign student Could you offer someone a home far from home for just a day or two? HOST, a well established charity, is hoping to hear from people who enjoy making others feel at home, and who would page 21
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camelot u3a With everyone now settled into their groups I only have to remind you of the monthly meetings, where members and non-members are made very welcome. The meetings are held at Caryford Hall, Castle Cary/Ansford, and start at 2.30pm. On 29 November Bonny Sartin, ex-lead singer with the Yetties, will entertain us with a mix of songs and readings describing the lot of the sailors and seamen from the eighteenth century to World War II. We do not have a meeting in December but I will let you all know next month about the speakers Terry has lined up for the New Year. Jane Rentall



bruton community hall Fran Steele has now taken over from Trevor Coldman the bookings for Coffee Mornings and other events. Contact her on 813 161 or [email protected]. See also www.brutoncommunity [email protected]. Warm thanks to Trevor for very many years in charge.



love to meet interesting young adults from other parts of the world currently studying at UK universities, who want to understand this country better. Invitations can be for a day, a weekend, or three days at Christmas. Sharing Christmas with someone who has little idea what it means can be really special – and for the guest, much better than being on a deserted university campus. Invitations are urgently needed from volunteer hosts, no matter how far they live from a university. To find out more, please see www.hostuk.org  or contact local organiser Frances Good, 01934 712606. Thank you.



ride and stride The Friends of Somerset Churches and Chapels annual sponsored bike ride took place on Saturday 14 September. Having completed the London Nightrider 2013 Double Marathon (100km) in June, I felt fairly confident that I would complete my ride around the churches again this year, weather permitting. It had rained all day on Friday and would rain again on Sunday, but ‘The sun shines on the righteous,’ I said to myself as I set off from home, and it did! It was cool at first when I called at Bruton Methodist Church at 10am, but the church was locked. So on to Sexey’s Hospital, which was up and running. There was a lot of activity at St Mary’s, Bruton, where I was greeted by a cheerful Father Justin. He was envious of my mission, having often ridden himself at these events. The next stop at 10.25 was St Leonard’s, Pitcombe, my own parish church, where my wife Jean was arranging flowers. By 11am I had made a start on the six churches and chapels in Wincanton, the last of which was St Peter and St Paul, before setting off for Holton, arriving at St Nicholas at 11.32. When I arrived at St John, North Cheriton, at 11.45 the sun was shining and the beautiful setting of the church was a delight. Thence on to Blackwood and Maperton churches and St Mary at Compton Pauncefoot, another lovely setting. On through South Cadbury, Sutton Montis, Weston Bampfylde and Sparkford churches, arriving at St Barnabas, Queen Camel, at 1.15, where I burst through the door and found myself in the middle of a wedding! Beating a hasty retreat, I arrived at All Saints, West page 23
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Camel, at 1.30pm. It took me nearly five minutes to cross an almost endless stream of traffic on the A303. I have never seen it so busy. It was a long ride to the Holy Cross at Babcary, where I arrived at 2pm. Then twenty minutes to the churches at Charlton Adam and Charlton Mackrell, where I bought an ice cream and ate it ‘on the hoof’ as I cycled northward to Keinton Mandeville, another twenty-minute ride. I called at St Mary Magdalene and the Methodist Chapel, where a wedding was being held. Fifteen minutes took me to Barton St David, where I arrived just after 3pm. I then made the big decision to extend my ride to All Saints, Kingweston, further west and ten minutes each way, after which I rode to my favourite church setting of St Peter, West Lydford, arriving at 3.45pm. That was my last call before setting off for home, which I reached at 4.30pm. A six-and-a-half-hour ride, in perfect weather, interspersed with visits to thirty beautiful churches: a big thank-you to them all, and to my sponsors, who donated a total of £300. William Constantine, Cole, Bruton



batcombe film society On Friday 8 November we will be showing Life of Pi (dir. Ang Lee/2012/127 mins/PG; English plus Tamil/French/Japanese/Hindi with subtitles). Life of Pi is a visually stunning adaptation of Yann Martel’s 2001 novel, a tall tale about an Indian boy who embarks on an epic journey of adventure and discovery. Pi’s father owns a zoo, but when the municipality will no longer support it the family along
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bruton & district flower club We had a very successful coffee morning in September – a big thank you to those who supported us and gave a big boost to our club funds. At our meeting on 4 November (7.30pm in the Community Hall) we have a demo by Sue Scott entitled ‘Christmas’, just to get us in the mood. We also have a photo competition on ‘Architecture’. On 2 November we are having another of our very popular Children’s Workshops. The children will be making a bonfire night arrangement. For more details of that please contact Margaret on 830 408. Our Christmas Party is on 2 December. If you would like more details of any of our events then contact me on 07894 063 238. Judy Hayter



with the animals set sail for Canada on board a cargo ship. After a storm, Pi is stranded on a lifeboat with several of the animals including a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. Unlikely as the plot sounds, the film is an intriguing story about endurance, ingenuity and faith. Films start at 7.45pm – doors open at 7.15pm for bar and light refreshments – at Batcombe Village Hall. Free parking, wheelchair access and hearing loop. Membership £20 or £35 per couple, for the season. Guests £4.50. Film info Elizabeth Hunt 850 304 or ehunt@ mbzonline.net; membership Rob Sage 850 934 or robsage@uwclub. net. Mary La Trobe-Bateman, [email protected], 850 442



hauser & wirth somerset The last few weeks have been as busy as ever for the gallery and are a sign of things to come. There is an increasing amount of interest in the development at Durslade Farm, which we welcome, and in September we chose to organise a visit for journalists to the completed Farmhouse, as well as a visit for the Friends of Bruton Museum to continue our support for the Museum in raising funds. We delivered a free talk about the gallery as part of the Somerset Art Weeks programme, and are liaising with all the schools in Bruton, bringing them news of the gallery and learning programme. You may have noticed in passing that the steel frame for the new buildings is now up, and the galleries are taking shape. The landscaping is being developed and recently Adam Hunt and Lulu Urquhart, from the locally based landscaping company Petherick, Urquhart & Hunt, visited nurseries with Piet Oudolf and me to buy a number of new trees for the gallery site. We receive many enquiries about possible work and jobs. All opportunities will be posted on our website www. hauserwirthsomerset.com, so this is the best place to look. Lastly, in case any of you are going to London in the coming weeks, do visit our galleries on Piccadilly and Savile Row, where the fantastic Re-View: Onnasch Collection is on until 14 December (Tuesday–Saturday, free; www.hauserwirth.com) and includes works by Christo, Claes Oldenburg and Richard Serra among others. Alice Workman page 25
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M A R T Y N T R E V E L L Y A N designer and maker of original free-standing and fitted furniture



We can make anything in wood from antique restoration through joinery to complete kitchens and libraries.



www.martyntrevellyan.co.uk Workshop Ð Hatherleigh Farm Lawrence Hill, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 8AB 07988 913006 Home Ð Oak Cottage, 19 Coombe Street, Bruton Somerset BA10 0EN 01749 813 694
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‘take art’ show The publicity says that ‘Yer Tiz is a new family show that inspires audiences to find their own way of falling in love with Somerset. Nick White plays ten characters in nonstop physical storytelling using puppetry, song and gentle audience participation throughout. Along the way he meets some unlikely inhabitants including a pirate, a dragon and two ghosts, who force his journey into unexpected places. It finishes over the course of a day with the lingering promise of ham, egg and chips.’ A comment from someone in the audience: ‘Made me glad I live in Zummerzet even if I haven’t met any dragons or particularly strange folk. Mind you, it depends what you mean by strange....’ The performance is at Batcombe Jubilee Hall at 7pm on Friday 22 November. Tickets from Judy Stober (812 218) or Audrey Sage (850 311).



museum news A couple of months ago the museum was awarded £1,000 under the Small Grant Big Difference (SGBD) scheme. For Bruton we think that is quite a good-sized grant. We asked for it to complete the new reception area where our stewards sit. The reception area will be moved from its current position and will be flexible. The main work will be completed before the Christmas Late Night Shopping evening in December. There will be space for visitors to use a computer to access the Museum’s collection, as well as to enable our volunteers to search for items when planning an exhibition or display. At the moment few of us are familiar with everything in our upstairs store, and this can be frustrating if somebody comes in and wants to see photographs that might have been given by a parent or grandparent. This workspace will also be an access point for Bruton the Way Forward’s (BTWF) Heritage project. Not much has recently been heard about the Way Forward, but work has been continuing and progress can be seen on www.brutonarchive.org. The Museum has reserved its page 27
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Bedrooms



Bakery Restaurant Winestore Clubroom Terrace Bedrooms page 28
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THE BARN at LOWER FARM Self-catering short breaks & weekends Listed 18th-century barn, with soaring beams, lime-washed walls, wood floors Crisp cotton sheets & downy duvets Featured in Alastair Sawday’s Special Places to Stay Susie Dowding, Lower Farm, Shepton Montague, BA9 8JG [email protected] www.lowerfarm.org.uk 01749 812253



November talk slot on Thursday 14th for an update on the state of BTWF. What is definite is that the Heritage project needs more volunteers to record oral history. There are plenty of Brutonians with fascinating memories of life here from before World War II and the Way Forward wants to record these. All the schools are supporting the project but it is difficult to find precious school time for something outside the main curriculum. Pupils of both the Primary School and Bruton School for Girls have recorded interviews. Sexey’s School has lent space from which to run the project and store the excellent and portable equipment. All volunteers will be told how to use the recording machines and what is then involved is really just being a good listener. If you enjoy listening and asking the extra question to obtain more detail, it is fascinating. If this is not for you, there is an equal need for people to act as audio secretaries and type up the conversations. If you enjoy and want to know more of Bruton’s history do get in touch. This storytelling can be recorded nearly anywhere as long as there is not much background noise. If you would like to take part, do leave your name and contact details in the Museum or the Community Office and they will be passed to Jenny Grigg and Stephen Greaves, the managers of the project. In September over fifty Museum Friends/members took advantage of an offer to look at the conversion of the Durslade farmhouse into a residency for Hauser & Wirth artists. I think most were very impressed by the way the farmhouse has blended the old with the new. We started in the Hauser & Wirth offices in the High Street, where the garden has been laid out by internationally known Dutch garden designer Piet Oudolf. He is designing the much bigger garden that will be planted behind Durslade in the spring – that is going to take 26,000 plants! This made a fitting ending to our summer of visits. On the previous one, to Wyke Champflower, Elizabeth Winkley took us around the manor house while Brian Tipping showed us the church. We have started planning visits for next summer so if you have any ideas of places we can visit outside the town or page 29
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Ilse Coxon & Lisa Thomas POP UP SHOP Decorative handcrafted items: Felt & chiffon brooches/ scarves/necklaces/bags/ mosaics & cushions Open: Frid. 15th Nov. Ð Sund. 17th Nov. (10 am Ð 5 pm) 3 Quaperlake Street Bruton BA10 0HA



that we can include in another walk around the secret gardens of Bruton then please let me know. Likewise, I am always open to suggestions for speakers at our winter series of talks, which in fact extends into May when we have our AGM. Douglas Learmond



b&d women’s institute The carnival season is upon us once again, and who better to tell us the history of the Bridgwater Carnival than John Dando, who has been involved in West of England carnivals for many years. Originally they started after the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, when the king ordered bonfires to be lit every 5 November, but these were dangerous. The idea of floats came from the firemen, who rode on them carrying burning torches. This led to paraffin lamps being used at sixpence each or half a crown if a man could carry three. Other people hitched lifts on these carts, and this developed into processions with fireworks. The Bridgwater Squib was introduced but deemed to be too dangerous and was banned in 1870. Undeterred, the people of the town marked it ‘Made in Bavaria’ and called it ‘the German’. Eventually it became the Squibber and was used at the Olympic Sailing events in Weymouth Bay last year. Nowadays the carnival is one of the largest in Europe, calling for a lot of skilled workers to create the wonderful floats. School projects offer young people the opportunity to learn a skill which will give them a career for life. The carnival embraces everyone, disabled and ethnic groups included. Imagine being in a tableau, riding on a not-too-steady float, in all weathers, and holding a pose for up to three hours. What dedication! Many charities benefit from these committed workers. The meeting on 12 November will be a talk on ‘India, People and Wildlife’ by Sarah Buttenshaw. The competition is for a holiday souvenir. Agneta Hickley



community policing As the nights draw in please think about your home security, as thieves like the cover of darkness. Consider fitting a security bulkhead light to the outside of your home at the page 31
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Victorian  town  house  in  the  centre  of  Bruton  



 



We  have  two  individually  decorated  rooms  with  super     Victorian   the  centre   of  Bsruton   king/double   beds;  tbown   oth  hhouse   ave  min   odern   en-‐suite   hower  rooms     with  all  home   comforts.       with  super     We  have  two  individually   decorated   rooms   king/double   beds;   both  hlocally   ave  mpodern   en-‐suite   shower  rooms     Home   cooked   roduced   breakfast.   with  all  home  comforts.       Contact  Olivia  –  01749  813  015    Email  –  [email protected]   Home  cooked  locally  produced  breakfast.   www.highhousebruton.co.uk  



 



Contact  Olivia  –  01749  813  015    Email  –  [email protected]  
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front and back. These lights should use low-energy light bulbs and have dusk-to-dawn sensors so that they come on during the hours of darkness. Halogen lights (‘floodlights’) fitted with a passive infra-red (PIR) or movement sensor are now considered more appropriate as ‘courtesy lights’ than as security lights. Use time switches (available from DIY shops, or order one from us) to turn on lights, radios and other appliances when you’re out. The period around Hallowe’en can see a rise in anti-social behaviour. If you are suffering from behaviour that you consider to be anti-social, please call us on 101 or 999 if necessary. Lastly, if you are planning to celebrate 5 November, ensure you follow the firework code. If you believe that anyone is using fireworks in an unsafe way or to cause a nuisance, please call the police. Current Policing Issues in Bruton Graffiti – We are still very keen to speak to anyone seen writing or spraying graffiti around the town. PC 1164 Sara Stephenson/PCSO 7467 Tim Russell



batcombe cricket ground The Isle of Avalon, Glastonbury and the combes of Mendip are areas of legend and mystery. One such mystery was in Batcombe, where rumour had it there was once a cricket ground. The owner of the Three Horseshoes, Kav Javvi, was more than interested. He has a fondness for sport, so he rallies his customers to indulge in things they might not do otherwise, unless sensitively but persistently pressured. This way, pub-led activities are seamlessly conflated with those of the village – and even other villages and most people are the merrier for it. The mystery of the cricket ground of yesteryear had to be solved, and Kav, being at the centre of rumour, hearsay and much else among his customers, was best placed to do it. He discovered that it was at the top of the village and with jaw-dropping views – a very senior citizen owned it, but was reluctant to vouchsafe its existence. Then, after two years, the owner had a change of heart – old people like to surprise – and Kav secured his trophy. Batcombe has a cricket ground again! (plus the remains of a pavilion which the talent at the bar could easily resuscitate within the sinking of a score of pints). Only your support can bring new life to this old Mendip legend. Please get in touch with Kav at the Three Horseshoes. Ross Harvey



wine, food and jazz at the monty Every so often Shepton Montague leaps into life with something special. An autumnal weekday in September was one of those occasions, with an evening of wine, food and jazz at the Montague Inn. The evening focused on Italian wines from the Veneto region, and Pierre Giuseppe had flown from Verona to give us a seated, tutored tasting of the wines of the Masi estate. Montague Inn proprietors Sean and Suzy O’Callaghan had aligned this with a delicious three-course dinner, the food perfectly complementing each of the wines as the tasting progressed. To ensure that none of page 33
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DESIGN AND BUILDING OF BEAUTIFUL HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE AND KITCHENS
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the senses was left out, the evening was further enhanced by the Exeter-based Pete Canter jazz trio, who played traditional jazz with great style and sensitivity. This was a high-quality evening (and even a Yorkshireman was heard to observe that it was remarkable value for money!), executed with flair. The Soave Classico white and the Campofiorin red remain on the wine list, so that long velvety finish persists! Mike Bowman



chamber of commerce We are in the planning stage for the Christmas Shopping evening and are hoping that it will be bigger and better than ever. It takes place on Wednesday 11 December from 6pm and there will be a programme of events, including the surprise arrival of Father Christmas and his elves. He will then be in his grotto with presents for the children. We are closing the High Street for a couple of hours so pedestrians can wander freely, listen to the music, and buy festive produce and presents. As usual, we hope that all those who own brackets on the High Street will agree to pay for an outside Christmas tree. The Chamber of Commerce has kept the price the same for a few years now and subsidises the trees and lights so that the High Street can look as festive as possible, with no gloomy gaps. We urge those in Coombe, Quaperlake and Patwell Streets to follow suit to make Bruton look as lovely as it can. The slips will be coming through your doors soon – please do book your tree! Back to rubbish bins – once again the one on Church Bridge has been sealed by a ‘street scene officer’ because the wrong waste was deposited in it. It is hard to see what the point of that action is. It’s placed just where the schoolchildren wait for the bus, so rubbish is now piled high on the outside! Surely not a good advertisement for Bruton? Are we supposed to learn something from the fact that it’s sealed again? Perhaps someone could explain. Tricia Rawlingson Plant



a hundred cards on her hundredth birthday Mary Kennedy, who lives at Milbrook Gardens in Castle Cary, in one of Yarlington Housing Group’s retirement living bungalows, turned 100 on 2 September. She celebrated with friends and family not once but twice, and received as many cards as her age. A large family party at her son’s house was followed by an afternoon tea party organised by her friends and neighbours. Mary grew up in North London and has always been keen to take on a new challenge. When she was 91, having never used a computer before, she signed up for an IT course. Her tutor was so impressed with her work that she entered her into the Golden Learners Award – and Mary came second. Mary married her husband John when she was 24. They had two children – Jane, before John was posted to Burma page 35
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during World War II, where he spent the next four years and she did not see him at all – and Simon. They retired to Somerset to enjoy the countryside. When asked her secret to a long life and how she stayed looking so young, Mary chuckled, ‘I have a glass of red wine every day,’ before concluding, ‘I’ve been so, so lucky, I’ve had bad times of course, but you can’t focus on them – I just live for the day.’ Yarlington Housing Group is a local housing charity and one of the leading affordable housing providers in Somerset with 9,000 properties across South Somerset and neighbouring districts.



sexey’s hospital news Our Harvest Festival celebrations raised £70 for Christian Aid, and residents have been most generous in their weekly donations of basic tinned foods for the all too important local food banks in both Wincanton and Castle Cary. Founder’s Day was celebrated on Friday 11 October, when our preacher was the Archdeacon of Wells, the Venerable Nicola Sullivan. The following Sunday, which we mark as Founder’s Sunday, was celebrated with the liturgical performance of William Byrd’s Four-Part Mass. The Chapel acoustics, as we know from the Baroque in Bruton concert last summer, lend themselves very well to small chamber orchestral and choral performances. Later this month we hope to welcome a group of singers, from Bruton School for Girls, for a weekday lunchtime concert in the Hospital Chapel – so watch out for the posters! In October we were ‘At Home’ to the Town Council, when councillors were able to meet some of the residents, as well as tour, and hear a briefing from our Chair of Visitors and the Master, in which we were able to outline the work of the Hospital. Mrs Annabelle Woodward, Mr Paul Reeve and Mr Paul Saperstein have now taken up residence in the Alms House. Thus we currently have only one vacant flat, on the first floor, and will be interviewing applicants shortly. We are updating our applications records, so if you have registered an interest in the past for a place in Sexey’s Hospital will you kindly re-confirm with more details, e.g. email address, change of address, mobile telephone number etc. We intend contacting prospective applicants on a quarterly basis in 2014. Canon Paul Jenkins, Master of Sexey’s Hospital, 813 369; [email protected]



did you know? When Sir Maurice Berkeley (the effigy with his two wives in the chancel of St Mary’s) made his will in February 1580 he directed that his body should be buried in the church of the parish in which he died. This would appear to have been Bruton, for when his son, Sir Henry, made his will in 1600, he wished to be buried ‘in my parrishe Church at bruton in the vawlt which I made for my father’. This instruction would seem to suggest that the crypt as we see it today was either built or extensively altered in the early 1580s. Peter Randell page 37
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services in the bruton & district benefice



November 2013 3 November



10 November



All Saints



Remembrance



Brewham



10.00



llp



10.00



Remembrance



Bruton



8.00



bcp



8.00



bcp



Bruton



11.00



cw1



11.00



Remembrance



Pitcombe



6.00 pm Patronal



10.30



Remembrance



Redlynch



——



——



Shepton Montague



——



9.30



Remembrance



Wyke Champflower



——



9.30



Remembrance



Parish



Additional services Sexey’s Hospital Chapel



9.30 Sunday Morning Prayer, 10.05 Holy Communion bcp (with limited seating; contact the Master on 813 369 if you wish to attend) Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00 bcp open to everyone Roman Catholic Mass 9.45 Thursday, St Mary The Virgin, Bruton Bruton Methodist Church 10.30 Sunday Service All services take place in the morning unless noted otherwise
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17 November



24 November



2nd before Advent



Christ the King



9.30



cw1



10.00



fs



8.00



bcp



8.00



bcp



10.30



aaw



11.00



cw1



9.30



Matins



11.00



bcp



——



——



——



9.30



cw1



——



9.30



bcp



Key to abbreviations aaw bcp cw1 cw1f cw1t ep fs hc ifw llp mp



All Age Worship Communion, Book of Common Prayer 1662 Communion, Common Worship Order 1, modern language Communion, Common Worship Order 1, specially for families Communion, Common Worship Order 1, traditional language Evening Prayer, Evensong 1662 Family Service Holy Communion Informal Family Worship Lay led Praise Morning Prayer, Matins 1662
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parish news brewham We have just celebrated the bringing in of the harvest, although, as many will realise, it’s still going on in the farms around us. We took the opportunity to thank God for his providence and to enjoy a rest from the labours of the year. The church was beautifully decorated, with something for everyone. I particularly loved the deep burgundy of the creeper in one of the displays, whereas my son could hardly contain his excitement at spotting several models of tractors and harvesters among the colourful decorations! We spent some of our service thinking about how lucky we are. God provides so many things for us here in Brewham. The children were asked if they had ever rushed into the house at the end of the day, shouting that they were starving. The honest ones admitted they had. Then we thought about what ‘starving’ really meant and soon we all realised that we had never actually even been close. Just to emphasise the point, we then joined together in the Village Hall for a delicious lunch and social occasion. Once again, the ladies and gents who organised the occasion had outdone themselves and there was a full house. Many thanks are due to all who worked so hard to support the occasion. I’ve already made the chutney for next year! Helen Saxton



bruton, st mary the virgin November is easier to write about than October: there is more going on in the church. That is, of course, apart from at least two services every Sunday (at 8am and 11am), King’s on a Thursday, the Roman Catholic Mass also on a Thursday; choir practice – adults on Tuesday, juniors on Friday; flower-arrangers; PCC meetings; the odd wedding, christenings, funerals – these last of course always at short notice; someone practising the organ; cleaners and visitors. On Sunday 10th, with the Royal British Legion, we hold our Remembrance Service. This is always well attended, so you should leave yourself plenty of time if you want a good seat – although the early part of the ceremony takes place outside, around the memorial cross, where it is usually cold and windy. It is moving to look down upon the crowd on Church Bridge, often huddled under umbrellas, respectfully silent. On Wednesday 13th there is a PCC meeting, 7.30pm in the Community Hall. Then on Saturday 30th there is the St Nicholas Fair in the church, beginning at 12 noon. This is a good start to the Christmas season with inexpensive decorations, carols (that lovely disc of the church choirs singing will be on sale), soup and rolls, tea and mince page 41
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Food for sharing Levant Catering offers the very best food from across the Western and Eastern Mediterranean. Ideal for every kind and size of occasion, from weddings and milestone birthday celebrations to an intimate lunch with your closest friends. • • • • • • • • • 



Weddings Anniversaries Birthdays Picnics Drinks parties Small lunches Christmas parties Corporate entertaining Cookery classes and demonstrations



For more details, contact Tanya 01963 350248 07779 093020 [email protected] www.levantcatering.com
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pies, Christmas cards, a nativity play and whatever else we think of before the date. Now I can talk about what happened in September. The Harvest Supper was a BACT event – that means ecumenical – and we all provided different courses, basically baked potatoes with ham and salad followed by apple pies. The food was good, especially at £5 a head, and the company was lively. We finished with some music-hall songs, Richard Hastings at the piano. Those who said they would leave before the singing never did; they joined in instead. We made £155 which was put towards the Syrian refugee appeal. Thanks to all the helpers and providers of pies (they were C of E apple pies). On three successive Mondays Father Justin gave his series of talks, ‘Beyond the Sea of Doubt’. They were well attended, interesting, informative and led on to further questions. We could do with more talks like this. Jocelyn Crawford



bruton methodist news Services at the beginning of September were dominated by our harvest celebrations. On the 14th we shared a Harvest Supper with our friends from Bruton Area Churches Together in the Community Hall, and continued on Sunday at church with morning and evening services. The gardeners in our congregation were aware of the bountiful harvest we have enjoyed this year, and the church was full of the signs and smells of the season. Jacqui Cobb talked to us about ‘thanksgiving’ and ‘thanksgetting’ at our morning worship, and Ken led us in a Harvest Songs of Praise in the evening. As a result of the weekend £166 from the supper was sent to DEC for their Syrian Appeal, and £234 to Water Aid from the services and sale of goods. We would like to thank everyone who came to support us. During the summer our church has also been used to hold the Benefits Surgery every other Friday. It is good to see the premises used. Is there anyone else out there who needs a warm, cosy venue for meetings this winter? Come and speak to us. November marks the beginning of the ‘Our Story’ review in our Circuit, when all the churches will be using the lectionary and ‘remembering’ bits of their story from the past, reviewing what has been done and beginning to look forward to 2014. This should be an exciting challenge for ministers, local preachers and congregations. We would love you to come along and be part of it! Services for November at 10.30am: 3rd – Rev. Colin Anderton from Baltonsborough; 10th – united Remembrance service, 11am at St Mary’s; 17th – Anna Schiffer from Cary; 24th – Rev. Ken Chalmers, to include Holy Communion, and informal worship in the evening at ‘Sing@7’. You would be most welcome at any of these. Angela Pearce page 43
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pitcombe, st leonard’s The St Leonard’s bells project (see also Community News, page 17) got off to a good start. I am glad to tell you that the second-hand bell, the new tenor, has been bought with a generous donation and is on its way from Sandhurst in Kent to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry; the two new bells, a treble and the second, have also been given and paid for and will shortly be cast. A site meeting is planned with the Whitechapel people and the builder (F.J. Reeves and Sons) who will install the new frame. We hope that work to lower and refurbish the existing medieval bells will start in the New Year. In the end, we shall move from three bells that sound in A minor (CBA) to six bells in G major (EDCBAG); they will be ideal for learning the art of change-ringing and we would be very glad to hear from anybody of any age who is interested in learning (contact [email protected]). Lessons could start immediately thanks to the help of Shepton Montague; they have three bells there in good condition which they have allowed us to use until ours are fixed. The Auction of Promises on 9 November in Hadspen Village Hall will be the next fundraising event. From 6 to 7pm there will be a silent auction and at 7pm Edward Hobhouse will wield the gavel. There are some amazingly generous items already offered for auction including a hair-do, a week’s boarding for a dog and ditto for a cat, a Sunday lunch for two in a foodie pub, lots of offers of accommodation and many other attractions. The wine will flow for free: it should be fun. Do come. On Friday 24 January 2014 Caroline Donald, Gardening Editor of the Sunday Times, will give an illustrated talk on the theme of ‘What is a garden for?’ in the Hobhouse Theatre at Bruton School for Girls (by kind permission). Contact Tina Harley ([email protected]) for further details. Our service of Matins is popular with a congregation from far and wide, which we welcome. In order not to clash with other churches, from January it will move to the fourth Sunday in the month. Charles Brook



shepton montague, st peter’s Shepton Montague is replete with facilities and every now and again there is a flourish of activity evident around them. The letterboxes (not just one, note!) enjoy a pretty consistent level of attention, but the late summer and autumn period has seen a fair bit going on in church, Village Hall and pub. Harvest is important at St Peter’s and we thank Mark Ellis for leading the well attended service this year. Prior to the service the bells were rung, and afterwards other village folk joined us for a very good Harvest Supper in the Village Hall, at which local produce was sold in aid of church funds. page 45
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This month we remember the fallen of the village with a service at 9.30am on Remembrance Sunday, 10 November, including an Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial. Looking forward to Advent, our Carol Service takes place at 6.30pm on Thursday 19 December, followed by refreshments. Visitors are welcome at these and at our regular services. Details are on the website (www.sheptonmontague.org.uk), which also contains information regarding the pub and other aspects of the parish. Mike Bowman



wyke champflower, holy trinity There was reference in the last issue to the Wyke Farms biogas installation at Lambrook and much publicity was given to the official opening of the plant on 19 September. Conducted tours with lunch were arranged for the next day, to which local residents were invited. Few could have imagined the extent of technical equipment and groundwork revealed and needed to support the digester vessels and the successful landscaping of the whole site. A landmark indeed. It so happened that on the same day another ‘first’ was announced. This was the National Trust launching its ‘biggest and most ambitious conservation project’ covering forty square miles of the Peak District around Kinder Scout, where in 1932 a massed trespass by ramblers eventually led to greater access to the countryside, starting with the Pennine Way. What has this to do with the Wyke venture? Nothing directly, but both events serve to remind us how much has changed in our lifetime on notions of land use, in agricultural practices and in more open attitudes to public interest in countryside affairs. Ploughing of old pastures due for renewal is under way. Reseeding will follow at once and the grass should be up and coming on well before the ground gets cold. Modern machinery and skills have this work completed in a short time. Contrast it with methods only just beyond living memory, when a man and his two-horse team with wheeled plough would turn about one acre a day. It would be easy to get carried away with romantic ideas of ploughing with horses and the rhythm of it, but some closer feeling for the soil, the weather and the animals may have been foregone. Such thoughts might lead readily into the realm of the fairies and their legends! One Somerset tale is of a ploughman who overhears a fairy inside a mound, grieving because she has broken a baking tool. The kindly ploughman mends the tool and though he does not see the fairy he finds a delicious cake baked especially for him and he eats this fairy food for good luck. In reality, Remembrance Sunday is 10 November when there is a 9.30 morning service of holy communion and the usual Fourth Sunday service is on 24 November. A warm welcome awaits everyone who would like to come. Brian Tipping page 47



the dove | november 2013



bruton town council news



There’s a quote from the American TV series M*A*S*H that I use sometimes: ‘Ah, it’s great to get away, but it’s lousy to get back.’ I was away for a number of weeks during the summer, which now seems a distant past, but it was really nice to get back to Bruton which has been my home now for twenty-two years. By this time next year it will be the longest time I’ve lived anywhere. The lousy ‘stuff’ has to do with work commitments, school runs, and (I’m coming to the point now) the same old problems that your Town Council has been dealing with for many years. Where to start.... Dog waste bins – yes, we can afford to buy them, but can’t seem to figure out why they can’t be emptied. We’re investigating that problem. Highways - HGVs, increased traffic, speeding and pedestrian safety. The Council, and particularly the Services and Amenities Committee, are in the process of preparing a Highways Plan. Consider this as a more holistic approach to the traffic problems we face as a town, rather than taking singular issues in isolation. In my years as a councillor I’ve seen both approaches attempted, some successful and others not. I’m hoping that this time, with a fresh set of eyes and ideas, we’ll be able to sort a few things out. However, as Cllr Steven Hall commented in last month’s Dove, ‘Sadly, the streets cannot be made
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wider, nor the vehicles smaller.’ As for the issue of speeding, it is interesting to note how many residents of Bruton were really not happy about receiving speeding tickets on Cole Road a few months ago. We must practise what we preach. And on the topic of speeding, the Council has investigated the possibility of acquiring a ‘speed gun’. The setting up of a trained ‘Speed Watch’ team is necessary for this to happen (see page 19). If you’re interested, drop by the Community Office and let us know. If we have sufficient numbers, we’ll try to get the ball rolling. On a more positive note, things are progressing well in other areas. Town councillors will be meeting this month with representatives of South Somerset District Council to formally discuss the ‘asset transfer’ to the town of the Higher Backway and Tolbury Mill car parks. Our aim here is to ensure that they remain free and are better maintained and enforced. Phase 2 of our Community Garden Project at Durslade is beginning to come together. If you are interested in having a more traditional garden plot at Durslade, as compared to the current ‘no-dig raised beds’, please contact the Community Office. Bruton’s Riverside Walk area is quite high on our agenda at the moment. Cllr Bowell is setting up a group to be known as ‘Friends of the Riverside Walk’, which we hope will help advise the Town Council on our future plans for the area involved, especially around the Packhorse Bridge. Many of you will have noticed that we still have not replaced the plum tree that was felled earlier this year, but I can assure you that it is still in our plans. We just want to make sure that it fits in with the overall project. Moving on, a matter has arisen which will probably generate as much discussion and controversy as the recent application for a solar array on the edge of town. The Town Council has been informally consulted about the possible transport of an extraordinarily large cargo through the town. It involves the movement of large components of a wind turbine that would be delivered to a site north of Bruton, on the Frome Road. We have reserved judgement on this for a few reasons. First, we don’t know whether the proposed site is within the boundaries of our town. Secondly, even if it were outside our boundaries, we would still have to be consulted. The Town Council has decided to wait until a formal planning application has been submitted before making any comments on this matter. That’s it – there are no more details at this time, and please don’t say that, as a Council, we haven’t tried to keep you informed. Finally, a parting tribute from me to our glorious former mayor, Justin Robinson. ‘Thanks for your service and support over the years. You’ve made our jobs as councillors much easier with the standards you’ve set.’ Alex Rubbo, Mayor of Bruton page 49
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in the vegetable plot



The dice for winter vegetables are now thrown and sowings this month are garlic and broad beans, for cropping next summer. In terms of vegetables to eat until spring, it is now a question of when to harvest the remaining celeriac, beetroot, carrot and ballhead cabbage, before any hard frost, and of how much protection to give winter brassicas against the inevitable pigeons. You need to suspend netting above kale and sprout plants so that pigeons cannot push the net down with their substantial bodyweight and then peck through it, which makes them heavier as they eat, so they can sink into leafy paradise and feast away, often leaving a calling card too. I make a framework with battens on thin posts, and use cloche hoops to support netting over smaller brassicas such as spring cabbage. You can prepare soil now for next spring by clearing residual weeds and then spreading an inch or two of compost or year-old manure on top, which encourages earthworms to do your digging and create a more aerated soil, with permanently good structure. If weeds have got away and are too thick to handweed, or if there is a lot of couch grass or other perennial weeds with innumerable roots, I would spread the same amount of compost on top of those weeds and then cover with black polythene, mypex or cardboard, being sure to cover all weeds at the plot or bed edge too. Cardboard is cheapest but needs overlapping at the edges and requires another layer in late winter, on top of the first, decomposing layer. Charles Dowding



a page 50



Stained Glass Ancient and Modern



Lectures to this theme by SALLY POLLITZER www.sally-pollitzer.co.uk Batcombe Lodge Studio 01749 880 250



the dove | november 2013



schools desk bruton primary school



TREE SURGEON I am a local tree surgeon, reliable, experienced and environmentally sensitive. For a personal approach to all your tree/garden needs please call for a free quote.



Felling & dismantling Professional pruning Fruit trees Hedge cutting Stump grinding



Any job BIG or small Quality work at sensible prices No VAT Public liability insurance certificate provided on request



NOEL RADFORD



N.C.Hort (Arb) 01749 812 151



At the beginning of September, we welcomed Mrs Maureen Munkanta and Mrs Josephine Chikuku from Mufulira Mine Basic School. Our joint schools project ‘One World, One Chance’ looks at sustainable living in both Zambia and here. The Zambian Exchange Link celebrates its tenth anniversary next year. We are extremely pleased to continue our joint venture with Bruton School for Girls by providing work experience in class, and warmly welcome French assistant Manon Dupuis, Spanish assistant Irene Olague Mendez De Vigo and German assistant Anne-Kathrin Arand, all of whom will be working in classes. Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a visit to the new Bio Plant at Wyke Farms, where they learned about production of sustainable power using cow manure. In late September the circus came to Bruton Primary. We were very fortunate to have the Shooting Stars Circus Skills group with us for a week. The children learned tightrope walking, how to use stilts, juggle and balance items, and how to use a diabolo. Parents enjoyed three performances at the end of the week with all the children showcasing their skills. The first two weeks of October welcomed parents into school for Inspire sessions: this is where parents come and fully participate in a lesson, seeing how it is taught in a particular subject. INSPIRE: INvolving and Supporting Parents In Raising Educational achievement. Our Harvest Festival took place in the school hall on 24 October, and contributions very kindly provided by parents and children have been distributed to elderly residents within the town. We are still actively collecting shopping vouchers and would welcome any spare ones from anyone in the community, which can be left with Mrs Tarr in the school office. Rosina Spraggs page 51
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mill on the brue I often wonder whether others, like me, sit facing the computer screen, wondering what on earth I am going to write about for this month’s Dove! We don’t have exam or match results, outings or performances – and yet…. As I write, on a Monday morning, another group of Year 6 are excitedly arriving for a week’s stay and we are very conscious of the fact that the teachers are looking for specific outcomes for the trip. Learning comes in all sorts of ways and experiential learning, hands on, is one method. I was delighted when I was informed by one teacher that from our food waste chart in the Longhouse, a lengthy discussion had ensued among the children, working out how many grams per person had been thrown away by them, as opposed to the other school (!), and studying the food miles on the daily menu. Every food was local apart from rice. How is rice grown – on trees? suggested one bright spark – which countries does it come from, how far are those countries from the UK, why is rice eaten, etc., etc. This was just at one meal-time. And some of our staff were off learning together during a quiet week. Ten of them packed their rucksacks and went to North Wales for a hill-walking and climbing expedition. All came back safely and had obviously had an extremely good time, but also learned lots from each other and about themselves. We have installed an elegant wooden gazebo at the end of the Longhouse lawn for those wishing to get married outdoors, and the grapes in the vineyard will have been picked by the end of October. We always have a little celebration breakfast, the vendange, afterwards with a ‘guess the amount of bottles this year’ competition. Unlike 2012, which was a disaster, in spite of the disease resulting from the terrible weather earlier the vines have responded well to garlic treatment, better than expected, although not a bumper crop. Ditto with the apples and pears, juiced by the children, followed with a blind tasting – which is more appealing, the supermarket variety or Mill on the Brue’s? The latter invariably comes out 100% on top, which proves that children can have discerning palates! page 53
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The Dovecote Gallery Picture Framing, Antiques & Interiors tel: 01749 814 852 mob: 07973 380 482 open monday to friday 9am to 5pm saturday 9am to 1 pm unit 3 station road, bruton. ba10 0eh
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BAREFOOTS ORCHARD Do you need extra space when relatives/friends visit? Comfortable B&B in Bruton between the church and the station Double and twin room Book well in advance for weekends Further details:



01749 814 930



or www.barefootsorchard.co.uk Howard and Jane Smith



New additions to the animal family are Dora and Alfie, two rescue kittens which are distracting anyone who walks into the office. Harry the donkey will be arriving just in time for all the Christmas events; he is very amenable, loves children, and I am sure would be happy to participate in the Nativity plays and Christmas festivities, bribed by the occasional carrot or apple. Tricia Rawlingson Plant



king’s bruton Priory House celebrated its seventieth anniversary with a champagne reception attended by many of its former housemasters and housemistresses. After sixty years as a boys’ boarding house, Priory converted to a girls’ house ten years ago. The Guest of Honour, former Senior Warden Sir Peter Squire, spoke of his time as a boy in Priory from 1959 to 1963 and the wonderful experience his sons had enjoyed there too. Photographs of life there from the 1980s onwards were on display and two new honours boards with the names of heads of house and housemasters and housemistresses were also unveiled. It has been a successful start of term on the games fields. The girls’ hockey teams had a particularly successful afternoon against St Mary’s Shaftesbury, winning all five matches, with a mixture of skill, determination and hard work from all of them. This followed a highly encouraging start to the season with four wins against Blundells School. There have been stirring performances from the rugby players, the highlight possibly being a fine result from the U15As who beat Wells Cathedral School – which they had lost to last season – by 20–15. Ellen Barber and Matt Trickey competed for Somerset at a combined events athletics championships at the Alexander Stadium, Birmingham, with Ellen coming 16th out of 39 competitors. Meanwhile, trainer Paul Nicholls’s sixteen-yearold daughter Megan came second in her first National Hunt outing at Chepstow. Riding the favourite, Southfield Vic, Megan was beaten into second place by Take A Bow, 9–2, trained by her father’s great rival, Nicky Henderson. page 55
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The Bowen Technique Chartered Physiotherapy Fran Steele MCSP GradDipPhys Cert ECBS ABTER



Early treatment may save weeks of pain



Do phone: 01749 813 161 Home visits possible; HSA Approved



bruton pharmacy Visit your local Pharmacy for a friendly and efficient service. A wide range of toiletries and chemist shop lines available. Special offers each month! Photographic services, including a Kodak Kiosk for printing digital photographs on site.



‘



Please ask for details of our free delivery service. Telephone 812342



Four King’s riders competed in the highly prestigious Stonar Independent Schools one-day event, the equivalent of the National Schools in eventing. Sisters Kitty and Daisy Mant came second and third in their individual events. In early October, sixteen pupils from the Fifth Form and Lower Sixth completed their first Duke of Edinburgh cycling practice expedition on Exmoor. From the moment they pitched their tents on the first evening, their teamwork, enthusiasm and cycle technique were outstanding. After a challenging night of relentless rain, they set off the following morning in glorious sunshine across Exmoor. All three groups completed their difficult routes, demonstrating high levels of navigational competence, maturity and teamwork. As The Dove went to press, the Third Formers were preparing for the annual trip to the World War I battlefield sites. Charles Oulton



bruton school for girls Girls from the school have been taking part in a range of activities and events for ‘Girls Go Green’ week in October. We are using our rural environment by bringing to life learning outside the classroom with our very own Somerset Wildlife Trust nature reserve and a particularly active EcoSquad. We are one of only twenty-seven schools in the country, and the only one in the South-West, to hold the Eco Schools Ambassador Award, demonstrating that green issues and sustainability are embedded in the ethos of the school. Girls from the senior school visited the Eden Project and attended a series of workshops including a ‘Mock Earth Summit’ which considered global ‘green’ issues and developed public speaking and debating skills. The ‘Bushcraft and Eco Awareness’ course focused on skills, ethos and the environment. This was run by Mark Hotson, who owns ‘Countrylore’, an environmentally friendly bushcraft business. The ‘Girls Go Green’ workshops were completely subsidised by the school, with the hope of encouraging the interest of young people in the environment. The week page 57
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DENTURE REPAIRS —While you Wait—



Collection & Delivery Denture Advice Mr. C. Dunn Registered Dental Technician



Bruton 01 749 812 585 www.dunndental.co.uk



ended with a Green Mufti Day when the girls wore their own ‘green’ clothes for a donation of £1. Approximately £200 was raised, which will go towards World Wildlife Foundation, a charity chosen by the Eco-Squad. We welcomed many visitors to our recent Art Exhibition, as part of Somerset Arts Weeks, in which we showcased the outstanding artwork created by our students. The exhibition showed an inspiring selection of drawings, paintings, photography, textiles and mixed media. We aim not only to develop traditional fine art drawing and painting skills, but also to encourage the imaginative and experimental use of a wide range of processes and media – textiles, printing, mixed media and photography. As well as artworks created by current students under the guidance of the Art Design and Technology teachers, Brian Wyatt and Jess La Trobe-Bateman, the exhibition featured the work of former pupils, among them Emma Watts, Jane Riley, Jody Myerscough-Walker and Tallulah Pomeroy, who have gone on to become established artists. Sixth Form lectures have included an inspiring and thought-provoking talk by Angela Findlay on ‘Crime, prisons and offenders – the role arts can play’. The girls were thoroughly absorbed by Angela’s hard-hitting talk. Eighteen girls from the History Department were lucky enough to see the Propaganda Exhibition at the British Library and have a tour of the Houses of Parliament. The girls were astounded by their scale and beauty, walking where countless influential and iconic men and women have stood before. Unfortunately, they did not bump into David Cameron! Thanks to Natasha Musson, stylist and fashion consultant, fourteen Sixth Form girls were delighted to have some fascinating work experience in the world of fashion at ‘Rocking the Catwalk’, a prestigious charity fashion show to help raise money for the Special Care Baby Unit at Yeovil Hospital. The girls both modelled and helped out backstage, and were thrilled to be involved in such a great fundraising event. Florence Wallace page 59
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sexey’s school Sexey’s School officially opened its new 1st XV rugby pitch, The Elm Field, on 11 September. This new facility demonstrates the school’s commitment to sport and the broad education it wishes to deliver. Proceedings kicked off with the Sexey’s U14 Blacks playing the Sexey’s U14 Reds in an exhibition match. This was followed by the Sexey’s U15 Girls playing The Gryphon U15 Girls in what was the first school girls’ match ever to be played in Somerset. The match was won by Sexey’s School 15–5 and the girls displayed fantastic levels of skill, determination and game understanding. The official opening of the 1st XV pitch was completed by England Schools’ RFU President Mr Tim Stirk and the Headmaster, Mr Irfan Latif. Also in attendance were Mr Jonathan Dance, Senior Vice President of the RFU; Col. Trevor Cottee, Director of Rugby for the Army Rugby Union; Lt Gen. Sir Marc Mans, representing the British Army; Mr Noel Traynor, President of the Irish Exiles; and Mr John O’Driscoll, the Irish Exiles representative to the IRFU. The first official game then got under way with Sexey’s 1st XV hosting the British Army U18s. Outstanding performances from the Sexey’s Captain and No.8 Tom Dark and scrum half Ezekiel Denny were not quite enough, and the Army ran out as eventual winners, 17–5. The final match of the day saw the Army U23s play the Irish Exiles U23s. This traditional fixture was played at Sexey’s as a memorial match to celebrate the life of Old Sexeian and Royal Engineer Capt. James Townley, who died serving in Afghanistan in 2012. A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect to an outstanding individual who will never be forgotten. The Army’s fitness and size proved too much for the Irish Exiles and they again won this match 28–15. Allen Boyd, Head of Physical Education, Sport and Games Bath Children’s Literature Festival On 29 September, a group of Sexey’s students and staff attended an event at the annual Bath Children’s Literature Festival. The school was sponsoring the Robert Muchamore event – a question and answer session followed by a book signing. Robert Muchamore is the author of the bestselling ‘Cherub’ series – some fifteen titles – as well as the Henderson Boys sagas. The books are popular worldwide, and a mainstay in our own Sexey’s School library. Copies of his current books were brought along from the library to be signed by the author. The event took place in the sumptuous surroundings of the Guild Hall and the audience were treated to a selection of traditional folk music from Jenna Middleton and some of the Sexey’s School musicians prior to the event. The welcome address was given by Debra Holmes, whose son is a big Muchamore fan. Speaking to a packed audience of students, parents and teachers, Robert Muchamore explained the premise of his new series, ‘Rock Wars’, as well as outlining the plot to the forthcoming ‘Cherub’ novel, Black Friday. The questions came thick and fast from the floor. Many thanks to our stewards, William Stanton and Ella Hutchinson, and particular praise to Sarah Stallion who organised the whole event. Rumour has it the boarders stopped at a well-known burger restaurant on the way home. Tammy Coles page 61



the dove | november 2013



page 62



the dove | november 2013



nature notes As the trees lose their leaves, we have a clearer view of the countryside. In this wonderful county the process opens up amazing panoramas from the tops of the hills: Creech Hill, the Mendips, the Blackdowns and the Quantocks, among many. On the levels the migrants from the south are arriving. We may mourn the absence of swallows, martins, swifts and the warblers but look for the wetland areas filling up with waders and species of duck. Now is the time to do all we can to help the fauna to overwinter. Hedgehogs, which could be extinct in the UK within ten years, need special help. As hibernators they, as do all such animals, need to store fat. They must weigh at least 600g (just over a pound) to make it through. However, please feed them on dog or cat food! Never bread and milk! Birds should be fed continuously, all the more to get them through the months ahead, particularly if we have another extended winter. In the last issue of the Evercreech parish magazine there were two articles on the environment, showing that we still feel we control the natural world and can do anything we like to it in order to make more money, fracking and cutting down the rainforests. The article on fracking, which could take place locally, showed that it could not only threaten all living things but, according to Lord Stern, will not help economically and will certainly increase the carbon in the atmosphere. The other article, by Gillian Alexander of Christian Aid, shows that not only does cutting down the rainforests destroy trees, including brazil nut trees, which only grow wild, but it is putting in danger the poorest locals, who are totally dependent on this crop. Not only are we disobeying God’s command to care for his creation, but as supposed Christians we are not looking after the disadvantaged. Hamish Craig
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useful information (All telephone codes are 01749 and location Bruton unless otherwise stated) www.brutontown.com www.thedovemagazine.blogspot.com (contains list of B&Bs and hotels) Airport Bristol 0871 3344 444 Art Bruton Art Society Frances Neal, secretary, 01963 32719; www.brutonartsociety.co.uk Bank HSBC, 15 High St, Wincanton; 08457 404 404. NatWest, Barclays: Castle Cary Batcombe Film Society Membership & bookings Rob Sage 850 934; robsage@uwclub. net. Film information Elizabeth Hunt 850 304 Bath & West Showground 822 219; www.bathandwest.com Bell ringers Brian Shingler 812 393 Boardroom At the Chapel Business forum. Amanda Riley, [email protected] Bruton Active Living Cynth Jeffrey 812 418 Bruton Choral Society Secretary Marian Kelham, 812 281, [email protected]; www.brutonchoralsociety.org.uk Bruton Community Hall Fran Steele, 813 161; [email protected]; www. [email protected] Bruton Freemasons Cyril Price 813 274 Bruton Players Juliet Bowell 812 422 Bruton The Way Forward c/o Community Office; Chairman Stuart Adlington 813 524 Bruton Trust John Bishton 813 208 Bus & coach services Berry’s Coaches Wincanton to London 01823 331 356; www.berryscoaches.co.uk CAT (Community Accessible Transport) to anywhere in Bruton, Castle Cary, Wincanton,



Milborne Port, Sparkford area. Hospital appointments, etc. Info 01963 34594; booking 01963 33864 (2/3 days’ notice). Small fee Nippy Bus route 667, Street to Wincanton via Castle Cary & Bruton, 0871 200 2233 South West Coaches Bruton to Yeovil via Shepton Montague, 01963 33124 Car repairs/Garages Bruton Motor Services Station Road, ba10 0eh (Rob Mahoney), 812 992 West End Garage Station Road (Gordon Fry), 813 655 Carers Carers UK East Somerset, Caroline Toll 01373 836 438, [email protected]; Sally Corbett 01749 673 111, [email protected] Chamber of Commerce Tricia Rawlingson Plant, Chairman, 812 307, [email protected] Children’s & young people’s groups Brownies Sarah Williams 813 174 Community Kids Pre-School & After-School Club Nikki Dyer 813 933 1st Bruton Guides Carol Hunt 812 194, Helen Saxton 850 289. Ladybirds Pre-School Bernie Page 813 464 Sunny Hill Nursery & Toddler Group Amanda Bentley-Marchant 814 400 Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Philip Clackson 812 918 Citizens’ Advice Bureau 01935 421 167 Community Office Dovecote Building, 26 High St, ba10 0aa; Mon–Thur 9.30–12.30; Town Council 813 014 Conservative Party Ossie Baker 812 478 Councillor County and District Anna Groskop 812 520; South Somerset DC 01935 462 462 Dentist Dr Andrew Keeling, Bruton Dental Practice, Quaperlake St; 812 461 Denture repairs Chris Dunn 812 585 page 65
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W.J. Trotman Funeral Directors (incorporating Oswald Clarke Funeral Directors of Bruton)



Ashdene, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, ba4 4qq. Tel (01749) 880271 www.trotmanfuneral.co.uk A family run business for over four generations. Private Chapel of Rest. Pre-paid funeral plans available.
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Farmers’ markets 01373 814 646; www.somersetfarmersmarkets.co.uk. Wincanton, behind Bear Inn, 1st Fri of month, 9am–12 noon Fish Fresh fish delivered to your door, weekly, by arrangement. Ian Clare 07771 648 165 Flower Club Angela George (chair) 850 252 Flowers Flowers For You, Mandy Goodland 812 875 The Flower Shop, Jo McPhee-Clarke 812 465, 8 High St; [email protected] Friends of Bruton Railway Station Nick Scott (sec.) 813 485; [email protected] Friends of St Mary’s Jane Mayes, [email protected] Gas emergencies 0800 111 999 Health & hospitals Bruton Pharmacy 3 High St; Mon–Fri 9–1, 2–6 inc. Thur pm, Sat 9–1; 812 342 Bruton Surgery Patwell Lane; Mon–Fri 8.30–6.30 or 7.30 on a rota basis; 812 310 NHS Direct 0845 4647 Shepton Mallet Community Hospital Old Wells Road, ba4 4lp; 342 931 Shepton Mallet Treatment Centre Old Wells Road, ba4 4lp; 333 600 Wincanton Community Hospital (formerly Verrington) Wincanton 01963 828 444 Yeatman Hospital, Sherborne 01935 813 991 Yeovil District Hospital Yeovil ba21 4at; 01935 475 122 Horticultural Society Alison Shingler 812 393; www.brutonhorticultural.org.uk Kennels and cattery Farringford Boarding Kennels & Cattery, 813 474; www.farringford. f9.co.uk. Paula Ross and Duncan Greek Landscaping SLR Outdoor Maintenance, 07875 561 043/07918 125 226



Liberal Democrats Frome 01373 473 618 Library High St; Tue 2–5.30, Fri 10–1.30, 2.30–6, Sat 10–1; loan renewal 0845 345 9177; www.librarieswest.org.uk. Mike Streatfeild 813 275 Macmillan Cancer Support Penny Steiner (publicity) 01963 359 613 MP David Heath CBE, Lib. Dem. Constituency Office, 14 Catherine Hill, Frome ba11 1bz; 01373 473 618; www.davidheath.co.uk Mini Day-Care Centre Maureen Windsor 812 989; [email protected] Museum Dovecote Building, 26 High St, ba10 0aa; Douglas Learmond, chairman, 812 354 Organic foods Bruton Wholefoods, 57A High St, Mon–Fri 8.30–5 (Thurs till 7pm), Sat 8.30–1 Osteopaths Kathrine Read & Violette Aubry, Batcombe, 830 439 Chris Aust, 812 310 Outdoor pursuits Mill on the Brue 812 307; www.millonthebrue.co.uk Petrol Station West End, 812 832 Physiotherapy Fran Steele 813 161 Police 08454 567 000; new number 101; emergency only 999 Poppy Travel Lynne Hawkridge, Chapel Cottage, West End, Bruton ba10 0bh; 812 916 Post Office High St; Mon–Wed & Fri 9–1, 2–5.30, Thur 9–1, Sat 9–12.30; 812 317 Recycling centre Dimmer, Mon–Wed, Sat, Sun morning 01963 351 725 Rotary Club Brue Valley, www.rotary-ribi.org. Chris Ringrow 07767 488 719 Royal British Legion Graham Lilley 342 951 St Margaret’s Hospice General and clinical enquiries: 0845 070 8910; Fundraising: 0845 345 9671 Sexey’s Hospital Almshouse, High St; page 67
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Master, Canon Paul Jenkins 813 369 Shops with extended opening hours: Bill the Butcher High St: 8–9 daily (except butchery counter), 812 388; Church Bridge Stores Patwell St: Mon–Sat 6–7.30, Sun 6–5, 812 339; Bruton Convenience Store High St: Mon–Fri 6.30–9, Sat 7–9, Sun 8–8, 812 308; Symonds at Budgens & Petrol Station West End: Mon–Sat 7–10, Sun 8–10, 812 832 Social Services 01935 420 925 Sports & exercise Bruton Running Group www.brutonrunning. co.uk. Jannine Bowtell 07837 573 718 Cricket Club Matthew Ough 07527 950 868 Football Club Grahame Baker 814 136; www. brutonunited.co.uk Netball Bruton Robins, Tash 07966 240 292 Short Mat Bowls Carole Wyatt 01963 350 222; [email protected] Sport and Fitness Club, Kings Bruton Arron Steeds 814 239 Swimming pool Wincanton Sports Centre, 01963 824 400 Tennis Mike Kelham 812 281 Yoga Barbara Saunders 812 980 Taxis Chinnock Taxis 07703 068 878 Direct Taxi 07597 400 559 Mum’s Taxi 07711 572 038 Train services Bruton, Castle Cary and Gillingham stations: www.brutoncarytrains.co.uk or via town website. National Rail Enquiries 08457 48 49 50 U3A (University of the 3rd Age) Pat Williams (membership) 813 741 Vet Bruton Vets, 25 High Street, Stewart Halperin, Charlotte Hilleary 813 291 WITS discussion group, Alison Shingler 812 393 Women’s Institute Pat Griffin 813 381



Women’s Wisdom Group Sarah Holmes 07748 874 795; sarah@ nurturingmaternalwisdom.co.uk



Town Councillors • Chairman: Alex Rubbo, [email protected] • Abigail Baker, [email protected] • Juliet Bowell, [email protected] • Mike Brownlow, [email protected] • Trevor Coldman, [email protected] • Afiong Crombie, [email protected] • Steven Hall, [email protected] • Rebecca Hunt, [email protected] • Lesley Hutchinson, [email protected] • John Marsh, [email protected] • Gary Perkins, [email protected] • Lisa Pickering, [email protected]
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where to eat and drink (All phone codes 01749: see also relevant websites) At The Chapel, Chapel Barton, High Street, Bruton ba10 0ae (814 070). Bakery, Restaurant, Winestore, Clubroom, Terrace, Bedrooms. Catherine Butler and Ahmed Sidki. The Bruton Castle, High St, Bruton ba10 0aw (812 104). Open from 4pm (Tue 7pm); bar food Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. Jim Britton. The Bruton Club, Quaperlake Street, Bruton ba10 0hg (813 244). Closed Sun. No food. Chairman Ernie Brixey; secretary Monica Ashton. Bruton Spice takeaway, 9 High Street, Bruton ba10 0ab (812 679). Evgs only, to 10.30 (Fri/Sat 11pm). Closed Mon. The Bull Inn, Hardway (Brewham), Bruton ba10 0ln (812 200). Closed Sun evg, Mon. Martin and Ann Smith. Cat’s Café, rear of Bruton Convenience Store, Bruton High Street (07792 063 947). Cole Manor Tearoom, Cole, BA10 0PJ, 813 676 or 07841 538 939. Diana Scott and Jackie Garrett. Matt’s Kitchen, 51 High Street, Bruton ba10 0aw (812 027). Supper Wed, Thu, Fri; private functions only Sat. Matt Watson. The Montague Inn, Shepton Montague ba9 8jw (813 213). Closed Sun evg. Sean and Suzy O’Callaghan.
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F I S P O B WA R A S



L M A U R C S H



C E N T I S I U G L O O M R K M A R A G E D P R E Z I L Y



The Old Red Lion, North Brewham ba10 0jl (850 287). Closed Mon. B&B. Tom and Anne O’Toole. Rickshaw Chinese Takeaway, West End, Bruton (812 188). Closed Mon lunch; Tues. Bruton Fish Inn, takeaway (813 663), closed Mon lunch, Tue. Ed and Mai Lee. The Sun Inn, 33 High Street, Bruton ba10 0ah (bar: 813 493; takeaway: 813 777). Mike Clifford. The Three Horseshoes, Batcombe, Shepton Mallet ba4 6he (850 359). Open 7 days; B&B. Kav & Anna-Marie Javvi. Truffles Restaurant, 95 High Street, Bruton ba10 0ar (812 180). Closed Sun evg & Mon. Richard Sorapure. page 71
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across 1 Ornament seen to exist on part of a ship (6) 4 Soul is not what it seems (6) 8 Dressed formally, as a card, but not a joker (2, 1, 4) 10 Gloomy, not starting this game (5) 11 Moral deity swallows nothing (4) 12 Agreement to downsize (8) 14 Utterly depressed; correct (9) 18 Gilbert’s milkmaid, performed on her own (8) 20 Criticises, on reflection, a simple game (4) 22 A ‘pro’ would set about this card (5) 23 Collapse after big hit, doubled and trebled (7) 24 Fresh 11 (3, 3) 25 Warms up around end of summer for a game (6) down 1 Card game – pontoon, perhaps? (6) 2 After young girl rises, nod off, like a stone (7) 3 Society of canasta lovers under bald heads (4) 5 Lack a little time (8) 6 Fellow-supporter can be venomous (5) 7 Steven is involved in a number of competitions (6) 9 Achievement of a pair of aces – or conjurors? (3, 6) 13 Vegetable after dessert? What a bloomer! (5, 3) 15 Two cards acknowledged on Highway Patrol (3-4) 16 An ace has one – exactly! (4, 2) 17 Black suits for Mr O’Connor after Bath perhaps (6) 19 Soundly tied together in faith (5) 21 Car component cut involving learner (4)
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parish magazine



bre wham, bruton, pitcombe, redlynch, shepton montague & wyke champflower



Beautiful weddings all year www.longhouseweddings.co.uk call Matt 07855 361 652



The Montague Inn Come and see our bar area and private dining room. Cosy fires and a warm welcome await you.



Charity Fireworks Night Tuesday 5 November Bookings now being taken for Christmas parties, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve



A truly local country pub known for its consistently good quality food and value for money. Fantastic terrace with far-reaching views. Do you have a club or society looking for somewhere to meet? We have a private room as well as a large function facility.



Shepton Montague 01749 813 213
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