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School Board Niles Township District 219, Cook County, Illinois MINUTES Monday, November 26, 2012 The meeting was held in the Board Room of the District Office located at 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois. I. Call to Order and Roll Call Board President Robert Silverman called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m. Board Members present at roll call: Sheri Doniger, Jeffrey Greenspan, Ruth Klint, Robert Silverman, Lynda Smith, Eileen Valfer. Board Member absent: Carlton Evans II. Closed Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to recess into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of employees, collective bargaining, purchase of property, security procedures, student disciplinary cases, the placement of individual students in special education programs and other matters related to individual students and pending litigation. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 6:48 p.m. III. Open Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to return to open session. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. IV. Recall to Order Mr. Silverman recalled the meeting to order at 7:52 p.m. The Pledge was recited. V. Changes / Additions to the Agenda There were no changes or additions to the agenda. VI. Audience to Visitors (on agenda items only) Sheree Freeman of 4854 Greenleaf Street in Skokie expressed her concerns regarding the closing of the preschool. She stated reasons she felt the preschool was better for teaching students about child development and was also better for the preschoolers. Susan Dobinsky, Niles North teacher, and Liz Kolany, Niles West teacher, asked that the ELL Coordinator positions be maintained and not be eliminated in connection with a Director of Equity position. They listed all the duties the coordinators perform including many mandated by the state. They also emphasized that the coordinators are also teachers. Jeannette Lee of 8306 W. Neva in Niles, asked that the preschool not be closed and pleaded that it at least remain open until April since that is what parents thought they were registered for. She stated the preschool was a benefit to both the high school students and the preschoolers and ending the preschool in December would be very disruptive.
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Kristine Korzun of 4918 Fargo in Skokie asked that the preschool remain open. She had two students formerly in the program and she herself took child development at Niles West as a student. She felt the preschool was a benefit to the students of Niles West and the community. Laura Jackson of 5112 Coyle Avenue in Skokie, a 2008 graduate of Niles West and currently a fourth grade teacher, asked that the preschool remain open. When she was a student at Niles West she took the child development class and remembers it as being the only fun part of high school and the only part she enjoyed. She stated it had a great impact on her. Naushina Rahman of 9224 Lowell in Skokie stated that the Director of Equity position in District 219 was overdue but would not fill all the needs of ELL students and should not replace the ELL Coordinators’ position. She stated that ELL parents need help negotiating the school system and regular teachers do not understand ESL or ELL families and their issues as well as ELL teachers. She stated much more needed to be done in this regard. Pankaj Sharma, NTFT President, stated many teachers were concerned about the Annual Review being too lengthy and asked that in the future the number of items be reduced. He stated the concerns centered around English and Social Studies being combined into Humanities and the proposed Calendar for 2014-15, because of the impact it may have on transfer students. He asked that future Annual Review proposals be more limited to allow for thorough consideration by everyone. Dr. Gatta then addressed the concerns: Annual Review: Dr. Gatta stated the reason the document was so lengthy was due to the fact that all were able to bring forth ideas. Draft Calendar for 2014-15: Dr. Gatta said District 219 had students transfer in throughout the school year. ELL Coordinators’ Position: Dr. Gatta stated the work of the ELL Coordinators is essential and will continue to be done. She said that District 219 has made substantial commitments to help ELL students including ELL Parent Center that District 219 funds, the Family Liaison Program and real-time translations. She stated that the District is not taking away services only changing the way the services are delivered. Mr. Silverman then addressed the concerns about the Annual Review: He stated that at this point everything was a consideration. Some items were excluded; some items are listed for future consideration. Nothing will be finalized until the Board takes action at the December meeting. Dr. Gatta then addressed the Child Development recommendation. She stated that the preschool was only two or three days a week for a few hours each day. She stated Morton Grove has room and will alter tuition costs if a family cannot afford full tuition. The lab experience will continue, five days a week in District and with in-District teaching experience. She said Children’s Learning World was chosen by our teachers as being not just a babysitting service, but also a learning experience. VII. Student Representative Comments Niles West - Lyba Zia Lyba states that winter athletics had begun, National Honor Society had 82 members inducted, Greek Club hosted a dance, Indo Pak club held a basketball tournament, upcoming events include a volunteer fair and “You make a Difference” for staff. Niles North – Jacob Kaufman Jacob stated that the Winter Pep Assembly would be held on December 7, Student Government movie night was showing “ELF,” and Niles North had four 2013 National Merit Scholars. VIII. Community Representative Comments No one asked to speak. IX. Approval of Consent Agenda It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by SMITH to approve the consent agenda. A roll call vote was taken.
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Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. Included in the consent agenda were: − Monthly Bills and Payroll in the amount of 11,157,515.33. − Personnel − Approved the following certified staff leave of absence for the 2012-2013 school year: POSITION/LOCATION TYPE OF LEAVE LEAVE FTE NAME Van Roeyen, Nevin Mathematics / North Necessities of the Home – Unpaid 3/22/2013 (one day) Shah, Hetal Mathematics / West Necessities of the Home – Unpaid 5/20-6/7/2013 − Approved the resignation of the following support staff: POSITION/LOCATION NAME Shah, Ravi RTi Paraprofessional / North



EFFECTIVE 11/16/2012



− Approved the employment of the following part-time/temporary staff for the 2012-13 school year: POSITION/LOCATION RATE DATE NAME Dietz, Stephen Security / North $16.00/Hr. 11/26/2012 $8.25/Hr. 11/26/2012 Pasia, Sharon Stage Crew / West Ross, Rosalynn Lifeguard / West $16.00/Hr. 10/24/2012 Skipper, Cynthia SWIFT Aquatics / North $15.00/Hr. 11/26/2012 White, Anthony Textbook Center / North $8.25/Hr. 11/13/2012 − Approved the employment of the following stipend positions for the 2012-2013 school year: NILES WEST NAME Boys Swimming, Assistant Przekota, John Water Polo, Assistant *Szyska, Patrick (.1) NILES NORTH DECA, Head DECA, Head DECA, Assistant DECA, Assistant Play 5, Other *Indicates not a District 219 employee



NAME Metallo, Louis (33.33) Kelley, Kevin (33.33) Nagelvoort, Mary (33.33) Kelley, Kevin (33.33) Hendrix, Pamela



− Approved the employment of the following substitute teachers for the 2012-2013 school year: Argyropoulos, Konstandina Lems, Kristin Toth, Renate − Approved the employment of the following clerical substitute for the 2012-2013 school year: Kruszynski, Sherri − Approved the Minutes of the October 22, 2012 Board of Education Meeting-Open and Closed sessions. − Approved the 2013 Illinois Library Grant application. − Appointment of Designated Representatives to Accept Nominating Petitions who are Kristine Rull, Linda Poulsom, Patti Tackes-Sokol and Mickey Kadison. − Approve a contract with the Horton Group Consulting, an employee benefits company, in the amount of $50,000 annually. − Accepted a donation of $300 from Matthew Polinski to the Niles West Baseball program and $200 from the St. Mary’s of the Woods Parish Football Association to the Niles West Football program.
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− Approve the purchase of an audio video control system for Niles North Aquatic Center in the amount of $114,380 and the video recording system for $4,269. X. Superintendent’s Report Dr. Gatta talked about the Tri-Conference, Illinois Association of School Boards, Illinois Association of School Business Officials and the Illinois Association of School Administrators, held in Chicago on November 16 and 17. District 219 presenters included, Phil Lacey, Susan Husselbee, Anne Roloff, Pete Marcelo, John Heintz, Jim Szczepaniak, Dr. Doniger and Dr. Gatta. Lois Wisniewski is presenting a Computational Thinking workshop on November 28th. This workshop will emphasize the New Framework for Science and the forthcoming Standards to incorporate Computational Thinking (CT) within the practices of Science and Engineering. This is a new concept for science teachers/curriculum nationwide and participation with Northwestern University over the last 3 years has allowed us to be at the forefront of work on the development of lessons with CT applications in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Math Modeling Several of our teachers from both schools will be involved in the workshop as panel members or table presenters. Jim Szczepaniak, our Director of Community Relations, had an article published in the ISBA Journal which explained property tax bills, education and transparencies. Evanston Township High School District presented at the Tri-Conference on the elimination of honors. Currently 55% of their students are enrolled in at least one AP course while only 14% of our students take AP courses. Principals’ Report Dr. McTague talked about the upcoming Basketball Jamboree December 1 between Niles West and Niles North. He thanked the Niles North boosters for the new concession stand. In Fine Arts he talked about the upcoming play, Almost Maine and the winter concert. Upcoming events included the International Winter Party, featuring performances and food and every Friday in December hosting Hot Chocolate with Principal. The said the Rock and Run raised $20,000 for cancer research. Mr. Osburn stated the football team made the state play offs and girls’ volleyball made it to state finals. Niles West’s Edan Scott, took State honors in two events in swimming competition. Parent Teacher Conferences were a success. The debate team was invited to participate in the Northwestern Round Robin, a very elite honor. Twentytwo Niles West peer tutors will present at their first professional conference, the National Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing (NCPTW). In Fine Arts, Justin Johnson has been selected to serve as one of the band directors for the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band at the Alamodome in San Antonia, Texas on January 5, 2013. Freddie the Frog will be presented as the children’s play and congratulations to Andy Sinclair on the success of the Coffee House Caberet, where twenty acts were performed by parents, students and staff. XI. Board Members’ Comments − 2012 Levy Request: Mr. Silverman stated that it was the Board’s plan not to seek any increase in the levy in response to the concerns of the tax payers of the District and the current reserves. Mr. Silverman stated that the Variety Show at Niles North was amazing and the students showed great respect to their fellow classmates. XII. Board Committee Reports − Presentation - Silver LEED Certification: Mr. Greenspan accepted the Silver LEED Award on the six classroom addition for sustainability and a healthy educational environment. He thanked, Christine Oleson from Legat, Eric Schmidt and Blane Miller from IHC, Scott Bellner from dbHMS, Bradick Young of KJWW and John Thomson of Hanson Palmer. He also thanked Jean Hedstrom and Jerzy Siemienski for their work in coordination and follow-through. He stated he will be speaking in February at the Green Schools Meeting and in December at the IASBO Conference. He congratulated the Board for making decisions that are right for the long-term. − Finance Committee of the Whole: Next meeting is scheduled for December 3 at 6:30 p.m. − Policy Committee: Dr. Doniger said policies and procedural changes were being presented tonight for a second reading. XIII. Business − Policy and Procedural Changes 2nd Reading (Discussion) It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KLINT to approve the Policy and Procedural changes presented for second reading. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye:
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Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The following Policy and Procedural changes were approved: Number Name 2:120 2:120-E2 NEW 2:250-AP2 2:250-E2 3:50-AP1 4:170 4:170-AP7 NEW 5:270-AP 6:235 7:220 7:220-AP1NEW 7:270 7:270-AP1 7:270-AP2NEW



Board Member Development Exhibit – Website Listing of Development and Training Completed by Board Members Administrative Procedure – Protocols for Record Preservation and Development of Retention Schedules Exhibit – Immediately Available Public Records Administrative Procedure: Terms and Conditions of Employment for Administrators Safety Administrative Procedure – Movable Soccer Goal Safety Administrative Procedure: Terms and Conditions of Employment for Confidential Staff Access to District Computers and Electronic Networks Bus Conduct Administrative Procedure – Electronic Recordings on School Buses Administering Medicines to Students Administrative Procedure: Dispensing Medication Administrative Procedure – Checklist for District Supply of Epinephrine Auto-Injectors



− Annual Review of Programs and Personnel There was a lengthy discussion on the proposed Annual Review of Programs and Personnel. The main points were ELL, Honors, the School Calendar and a mandatory Lunch. All suggestions were heard. Some of the suggestions included: ELL: Director of Equity in addition to ELL Coordinators in each building. It was requested that a draft be presented of the core duties a Director of Equity would perform. Honors: Need to raise the profile and increase rigor/AP in order to have students be college ready. Calendar: Suggestions ranged from leaving the calendar the way it is, having a calendar with no religious holidays and having a calendar with uneven semesters in order to end first semester prior to winter break. − Summer School Report It was moved by SMITH and seconded by DONIGER to not increase the fees for summer school. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The fees will remain the same as last year at: In-District Tuition For each one credit regular course (non lab)



$150.00



For each one credit lab course



$165.00



For each classroom/behind the wheel combined Driver Education course



$400.00



Out-of-District Tuition For each one credit regular course (non lab):



$175.00



For each one credit lab course



$190.00



Registration Fees for each class In-District Out-of-District



$50.00 $100.00



Bus Passes 8 Ride
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18 Ride



$30.00



30 Ride



$50.00



60 Ride



$100.00



It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by SMITH to approve the dates for summer school. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The beginning date for summer school is Thursday, June 13, 2013 The ending date for summer school is Friday, July 26, 2013 Non-Attendance Days are Thursday, July 4 and Friday July 5, 2013 It was agreed that the full summer school report would be reviewed at the December 17, 2012 Board of Education Meeting. XIV. Old Business There was no old business. XV. New Business There was no new business. XVI. Audience to Visitors (on items related to District business) No one asked to speak XVII. Information Items − The Financial Information report for October was review. XVIII. Closed Session (if needed) It was moved by DONGER and seconded by SMITH to return to closed session with possible action taken in open session. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 11:30 p.m. XIX. Return to Open Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by SMITH to return to open session. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The Board returned to open session at 12:15 P.M. XX. Business It was moved by KLINT and seconded by SMITH to approve the superintendent’s salary for the 2012-13 school year in the amount of $237,000 and to make changes to the proposed contract to be presented at the December 17, 2012 Board of Education meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer.



November 26, 2012 Meeting Minutes



Page 6 of 7



The motion carried. XXI. Adjournment It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by SMITH to adjourn the meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Smith, Valfer. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned on Tuesday, November 27 at 12:20 a.m.



President
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