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Ottawa Catholic School Board Catholic Education Centre 570 West Hunt Club Road Nepean, Ontario K2G 3R4 Phone: 613-224-4455 Ext 2328 Fax: 613-224-5063



ocsb.ca



News Release



OCSB named Top Energy Performing School Board in Ontario June 6, 2016



16.07



The Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB) has been named the Top Energy Performing School Board in Ontario in the Sustainable Schools report published by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA). The Sustainable Schools report analyzed 4,868 district schools across 71 school boards in Ontario, concluding that the average potential energy savings in electricity and natural gas among all schools was 29.3%. The OCSB has the lowest potential energy savings of 11.9% and is therefore ranked number one in efficiency. For the past three years, the OCSB has been recognized through the Ministry of Education utility consumption data base report published by the Ministry of Energy as being the number one school board in energy management in the province. This remarkable accomplishment has contributed to over 23 million dollars in avoided costs since the inception of the Board's Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan in 2004, which has also led to more than a 25% decrease in the electricity and natural gas use. Energy management is a full school district initiative, with staff and students at all levels engaged in saving energy. The OCSB community continues to develop a culture of conservation across the system for utility savings, recycling, composting and EcoSchools certification, among many other initiatives. Students have connected the Board’s mission to care for God’s creation with each other, and with the opportunity to develop sustainable and healthy relationships as a key attribute to healthy living and well-being. The TCRA Sustainable Schools program assists school boards in evaluating their energy performance, monitoring progress, and providing the tools required to make substantial and lasting improvements. Since 2007, Sustainable Schools has been reporting on the top performing schools across Canada, establishing the magnitude of energy savings potential and directing them to where these savings can be found. Media inquiries welcome. For more information, contact Mardi de Kemp at 613-224-4455 ext. 2328 or [email protected]. -30-
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