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Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.



Many theologians would say that this is the most important reading in the Bible as it summarizes Jesus’ mission. Jesus foretells His crucifixion and that it must be done for us to have eternal life. Jesus also tells us about God’s immense love for us. God loved us so much and wanted to save us from sin that He became human in the form of Jesus Christ. He was not here to destroy us sinners but to save us, by teaching us to believe in God. Those who do not believe will follow the darkness to hide their sins while those who believe in God, who is all good and truth, will bask in His light to eternal life.



Darkness has always been associated with sin since they were always shameful things you did not want others to see or admit to. On the other hand, light was always connected to good deeds as they are actions which would be good models for all to see. Jesus’ mission was simple: save us from sin and give us eternal life by shining light on the goodness of God and teaching us about the darkness of sin. Jesus is both teacher and savior of humankind.



Wisdom



Whether something is a sin or a good deed does not have to be complicated. Jesus gave us a simple test of whether our actions are sinful or not. “Light.” Are there times in which you do something where you felt shameful and would rather hide it from everyone? Conversely, are there times in which you are proud of your actions and want to share it with the world? Be models of Christ and witnesses to God’s love by being more Christ-like.



“And this is the verdict, that the light came into the work, but people preferred the darkness to light, because their works were evil.” (John 3:19)



Wisdom—Smart, knowledgeable, intelligent are words which some think are interchangeable with wisdom. But, wisdom is more than that. Wisdom is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and is important in allowing us to make good judgments. As you continue growing up, you will meet many obstacles such as choosing to be a bystander to bullying or whether or not to lie to your parents, which will require wisdom in deciding your actions. This week, when you have a difficult decision to make, stop and pray to the Holy Spirit for the wisdom to make the right decision.



Dear God, there are many situations and temptations in life which require difficult choices. Please send down Your Holy Spirit to provide us with the wisdom to make the choices which align with Your light and steer us away from sin. Amen.
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