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Our theme is now ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’. We have been exploring all of the colours and are thinking about lightness and darkness too. Physical Development We are encouraging the children to hold pens, pencils and chalks using a threefinger tripod grip rather than grasping the tool with the whole hand. Please encourage them to use this grip whilst drawing and colouring at home. The children will develop skills such as moving freely and safely in a wide range of ways through dance, action rhymes and songs. The children will learn self-help skills, including putting on and taking off coats independently.



Communication and Language We will continue to encourage the children to listen carefully to a range of stories, poems and songs. We will help your children to improve their vocabulary and speak in increasingly complex sentences using words such as ‘and’ and ‘because’ to express their ideas. The children are always responding to instructions with increasing complexity and are beginning to use some positional language such as ‘under, ‘over’ etc.



Personal, Social and Emotional Development We have enjoyed getting to know your children and have set up a dark space with torches to allow them to explore lightness and darkness. The children are becoming increasingly confident in the setting and communicating well with one another – we aim to encourage them to communicate freely about their home lives and communities by using their home school books. They really enjoying sharing them with others. We are helping the children to recognise different emotions through a range of activities, stories and role-play.



Literacy We will continue to focus upon environmental sounds and the ability to distinguish between different sounds. We will also learn about rhythm and rhyme using a range of fun activities and Mathematics musical instruments. We will be innovating the We are helping the children to count familiar rhyme ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’, so listen carefully using their finger to touch each out for some funny versions. We will be object. We are also encouraging them to focussing upon a wide range of stories and use number language in all areas of helping your child to handle books carefully and learning and play with a focus upon begin to understand that the print conveys developing an interest in simple number meaning. We are encouraging a wide range of problems. Expressive Arts and Design mark-making such as writing shopping lists, Please help them to spot numbers in their The children enjoy constructing with making large-scale maps and painting with homes and local environment. a wide range of materials and we water. The children will continue to explore shape are helping them to build with a Understanding the World and pattern in a range of contexts and purpose in mind. In the coming weeks, We continue to investigate seasonal whilst going on a shape hunt. we will be learning and performing many changes and have developed a focus new songs for our Christmas Nativity. upon nocturnal animals. We will be learning about Hedgehogs and trying to Thank you very much for your continued contributions to our shopping list, it has helped recall some facts. So please ask your us to make play dough, wipe noses and keep hands clean. Thank you. children what they know!
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