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Dear Friends of Nyumbani, reetings to each at a time when young people are graduating from our programs and new children are joining our families. As we look back over the last months, 12 young adults from Nyumbani Home have reintegrated back into the wider community, eight on Feb. 13 and four on April 23. During the same period, we welcomed three girls and three boys into Nyumbani Home families. In Nyumbani Village, 40 young people who have completed high school were reintegrated into the community. We also welcomed 41 new children, which included three families of six and one family of five. Lea Toto graduated five young people and welcomed 141 between January and March. Father D’Agostino’s call to reach out to these children is still so much needed. A new awareness worldwide of the need for a concerted effort to accelerate early diagnosis and treatment of children living with HIV has helped give this need a priority. The reality has been that children living with HIV have been neglected in comparison to the number of adults getting treatment. The Presidents Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Project, “Accelerating Children’s HIV/AIDS Treatment” (ACT), which was initiated in late 2014, happily includes Kenya as one of the countries identified for support. That means more children have been reached in our country. Lea Toto played a special role in making this happen, enrolling 585 during 2015. Recently, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) launched an ambitious program called 90-90-90. By 2020, the goal is to have 90% of people living with HIV know their status; 90% on treatment; and 90% with a viral load that is suppressed. Here in Kenya, a threemonth Rapid Results Initiative (RRI),



Summer 2016 from early April to early July, is in progress. This initiative aims to identify 32,494 children living with HIV, as well as 101,351 adults, during that period. Again, Lea Toto is key in Nyumbani’s response to RRI. In connection with ACT, I was invited and sponsored to attend a consultation on “Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Children living with HIV – Strengthening Engagement of Faith-based Organizations,” which was held in Rome from April 11-13. It was organized by Caritas Internationalis, UNAIDS, PEPFAR and the Vatican Bambino Gesu Ospedale. About 70 people participated, the majority from Sub-Saharan Africa. Speakers included U.S. Ambassador Deborah Birx, PEPFAR; Dr. Luiz Loures, DeputyDirector, UNAIDS; and Mark Dybul, Executive Director, Global Fund. I found the consultation very worthwhile, experiencing affirmation of the Nyumbani holistic program of care for our children and being challenged to develop further strategies through hearing how other programs



Save the Date Nyumbani’s 23rd Annual Benefit and Auction will be Thursday, Sept. starting at 6 p.m.
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Mark your calendars for this important event! The Ritz-Carlton, Washington, D.C. Check www.nyumbani.org for updates



perform, especially in community outreach. Another great activity taking place in our programs is placement of ex-high school students in university and college curricula. This is always a very challenging time for these young people because it requires revising their previous dreams in line with their examination results. Six of the 12 in Nyumbani Home have already started college while the others will be admitted in May, July and September. With the purchase of a transition house, thanks to fundraising by our Irish Board, some of these students will now have pleasant and secure accommodations during their studies. I enjoyed meeting with our ex-high school students from Nyumbani Village on two occasions: Nineteen came first as they were preparing to start college in May. The other 20 had grades that availed them the opportunity for placement in government institutions in September. They came later to the Village to revise their choices through an electronic system. News of placements in Lea Toto is coming in gradually: Hopefully, three of the Lea Toto young people will be accepted for undergraduate studies in government universities. All in Nyumbani Village Polytechnic are rejoicing in marvelous results in certificates I and II achieved in the Kenya National Examination Council examinations. There were four distinctions, 27 credits and five passes. The 10 who completed the 4-year certificate II are presently on attachment (serving internships). With their excellent results, one with distinction and nine credit, they are now empowered to consider starting their own businesses through assistance from the Polytechnic Income Generating Activity. Two Nyumbani Home young people also completed certificate I. As always, we were happy to welcome many visitors in recent weeks. From (Continued on back page)



An Appeal from the Heart By Nyumbani Vice President Charles DeSantis s I sit in my dining room watching the heavy rain, I am brought back to the first time I went to see Nyumbani with colleagues from Georgetown University in 2007, a visit that contained a small disappointment, but changed my life in a beautiful way. Our van got to the Nyumbani Home, and it was pouring so heavily we were hurried directly into the administration block where Sister Mary Owens’ office is located. I knew that she had helped Father Angelo D’Agostino start the Nyumbani programs, and though I never had the opportunity to meet Father D’Ag, I carried his legacy into that first visit. This man was clearly a game changer in all that he has ever done—the one who took names and made things happen. Obviously he wanted to care for others in every fiber of his being; his others were the hopeful and beautiful children of Kenya he sought to bring to the Nyumbani home. He wanted to give them a place, a chance, an opportunity and hope. He did just that and so much more. On that first visit, as we all rushed from the rain into Sister Mary’s office, I noted the artifacts on the walls. They included a picture of Father D’Ag and a poster of a malnourished child with a vulture, which gave us a sense of the vulnerability of the children I was hoping to see. Then it came time to meet Sister Mary, and I realized I was in the presence of a great woman, the newest leader and the person who always had been in the background of caring for these vulnerable children. She shared the story of Nyumbani with my colleagues and me, explaining how one Jesuit priest animated the world in taking action for Nyumbani. She explained the work the current staff did and what miracles they’d been able to accomplish. I was on the edge of my seat as she shared the goals of the mission to help these beautiful children. The rain was so heavy, though, we didn’t get to the cottages to meet the children. My anticipation turned to let down. I wanted to be moved the same way that the stalwart stewards of Nyumbani were, such as this group from Georgetown University, which had been making this mission trip annually for many years. The group’s goal for this was to explore the work of the Jesuits and others, to see the work of non-governmental organizations 2



in action and to experience the beauty of the people of Kenya. We saw all that, but ironically, I didn’t get to see the Nyumbani Home residents on that trip. Still, this first visit to Kenya so moved me, I wanted to experience more. I returned a year later with my colleague, Margaret Halpin, to introduce a pilot art immersion program at St. Al’s Secondary School in the Kibera Slum. It was not until this visit that I got to meet the Nyumbani children, see the home, feel the mission, fall in love and realize that I would be tethered here for as long as God was willing. When you attend a Children’s Mass at Nyumbani, you become part of the love, joy and hope of these children; you find it in yourself to want to be part of their lives, their success, their care and their pain. Each year I returned, I explored more, visiting the Village, bringing personal friends from the United States, becoming involved on a deeper level, making more connections with Kenya. I was invited to join the US board, and I was overwhelmed with excitement. Nine years from the day that I drove on to the property of Nyumbani Home, I



write to tell you there is no way to not be involved and engaged once you have met the children. Our mission is too important; our work impacts lives; our responsibility is to be the delivery system of this mission and to care for these children for better or worse. I share this with you as a reminder of why we are doing the work we do at the Nyumbani Home and Village; we are men and women working, as Father D’Ag did and Sister Mary continues, for others. I am now the Vice President of Nyumbani USA. But nine years ago, I never could have believed it. From the day I sat in the administrative offices at Nyumbani Home to today, the mission, the importance, the need and the calling have truly gripped me. I hope that if you aren’t already part of this, you will be. Having four kids of my own, I know how important it is to make sure you provide everything they need, just like we do at Nyumbani. We need you; the children need you. Come and bring your heart, and I guarantee you will get more out of it than the kids do. They make you realize what an honor it is to serve them.



The Sister School Program Rocks On! Lloydie Zaiser, Sister School Program Director he Sister School Program launched in 2012 between Hotcourses Primary School at Nyumbani Village and The Woods Academy in Bethesda, MD continues to grow and



Author and Nyumbani friend Izabella Hearn visits Nyumbani Home



blossom. Twice a year, cultural exchanges and gifts have gone back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean between students in grades three through six. Most exchanges include letters, videos of dancing and recitation, and small gifts such as friendship bracelets and woven sisal coasters. Additionally, each year the new Class Three students at the Village receive a backpack of supplies from their classmates at The Woods. Last year, a special campaign was held at The Woods for the rising Form One students, who had never received a backpack and were entering Secondary School at Lawson. In January 2016, 150 brand new backpacks were delivered to 90 Lawson High School students and 60 rising Class Three students: an amazing accomplishment for this school exchange program. Each donor of a backpack from The Woods received a handwritten thank you note from a student recipient at Nyumbani Village, creating lots of smiles at both ends of this campaign. As the parents from The Woods Academy have become more knowledgeable about the Sister School Program, they have taken a more active role on the (Continued on next page)



The Interns from Kenya By Princeton Fellow Kara Poppe here are many opportunities to serve Nyumbani Village, including opportunities for people there in Kenya. Many postsecondary education programs in Kenya offer an internship or “attachment” component. Nyumbani Village regularly hosts three-month interns under these programs. Most of the interns are graduates of Nyumbani Village. Since they were once residents, they provide a unique perspective on whether an initiative will be Onesmus at work successful or not. Additionally, the internships provide an opportunity to give back to the Village that served them for many years. With this issue of News on Nyumba-



Sister School (Continued) giving side. In November, The Woods Academy held a school-wide Book Fair. To support the students at Hotcourses Primary, the fair contained a special display where monies could be deposited for use in purchasing educational materials for the school. Several hundred dollars were raised. Then, much to my surprise, the Book Fair Committee presented a check for $3,000 for educational supplies for the classrooms and teachers. After this astounding development, I contacted Sister Lilian, acting head of Hotcourses Primary School, and asked her what was needed for each grade plus what would be of most help. She discussed this with the teachers and came back to me with a number of needed items for Grades 1-3 as well as a detailed list for upper grade needs. There were enough extra funds left over to purchase class sets of books authored by Nyumbani friend and supporter, Izabella Hearn, who writes books for Kenyan classrooms focused on early childhood development programs.



ni, we begin a series profiling some of those interns. Each featured intern has returned to the Village to gain experience in his or her chosen profession. This month, we feature Gladys, Onesmus, Jacinta and Faith. Gladys came to the Village originally in 2008 and is currently studying Social Work at the Amani Counselling Centre and Training Institute. She is bringing what she learns to the Village to assist Angie, a full-time social worker, with the families under Angie’s care. “I have also worked with the special children by giving medicine to them and monitoring eating habits,” Gladys says—two critical tasks in keeping the children of the Village healthy. She helps volunteers who need translation and takes visitors from other countries and locales around to visit the Village clusters. Twice a week, she assists in food distribution. Gladys finds her work rewarding not only because she knows the importance of hygiene and sanitation checks, but also because she’s able to put what she’s learning in school into practice. When she gets out of school, “I will look for a social worker position in a children’s home, hospital or rehabilitation center,” she says. Onesmus entered the Village for the first time in 2007 and has returned to put These supplies were delivered to Hotcourses in early May for school reopening after an April holiday. Look for photos of the gift-giving in a future newsletter.



Making Connections his year marks the 90th anniversary of the birth of Nyumbani Founder Father Angelo D’Agostino. You can help us honor this milestone by joining our private email distribution list to receive electronic versions of News on Nyumbani, including updates on the initiative to recognize Father D’Ag by the Vatican in Rome. To join our list, send your email address to [email protected]. And don’t forgot to friend us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.



into practice what he’s learning in school seeking a diploma in organic farming from the Kenya Institute of Organic Farming. As an intern, Onesmus assists with most aspects of the Village agricultural programs, and Gladys sorting donations has helped with growing kale and tomatoes. He aids in harvesting all the crops, including cowpeas, passion fruit and lentils, and helps to clean pens, make sure animals are fed and to make compost, which is critical for the farm’s productivity. He also has assisted farmers “on tree planting and management and learning about record keeping,” he says. And he had a special project that was a requirement at school: he created a demonstration garden highlighting different organic farming techniques. Onesmus says his favorite part of being an intern at the Village is gaining practical experience, something he can’t get from attending classes. “Then, I like sharing this knowledge with other farmers,” he adds. He also has enjoyed learning how to process honey and moringa, a product of the trees grown on the farm that is very high in nutrition and in health benefits. When he’s out of school “I want to get a loan to start a tree-planting project,” he says, and he eventually wants to be a farm manager overseeing data, livestock, visitors, sales and crop production. Jacinta and Faith also came to the Village in 2007 and are currently studying supply chain management at the Nyeri National Polytechnic. They are using what they learn to help with procurement and with the home care department, which supplies food to families. “We organize and distribute clothing donations. We also help receive incoming items and enter data into the computer,” they report. They say their favorite part of what they do is the interaction they have with grandparents as they help with food distribution. Both say they want to start a career in business, then start their own families. 3



Dear Friends (Continued from front page) the U.S. came a group from Columbia University who collaborate with Nairobi University Dental School in making dental care available for our children in Nyumbani Village. We were particularly delighted to meet with the dean, Dr. Christian Stohler, who together with Dr. Stephen Nicholas, visited Nyumbani Home and Village as well as Lea Toto Kangemi. Then came Annette Donnelly, Walking with Angels, with her son. Annette assists our U.S. Board in writing grant proposals. Danielle Walker, Senior Director, African Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, came to Nyumbani to fulfill a promise she made last September during a visit with MaryLynn Qurnell and me. Susan Merrill, friend of U.S. Board Member Tina Cleland, spent 10 days with us visiting our programs and volunteering in Nyumbani Home. A group of officials from Johnson and Johnson (J&J) led by Vice President, Corporate Affairs, Lauren Moore, visited COGRI head office on April 19 to be briefed further on developments in our programs. J&J has been a



substantial donor over the years so we were very glad to have both the opportunity to thank them and to tell them what their great support has made possible, especially in the Village. Our present Princeton in Africa Fellow, Kara Poppe, who is partly sponsored by J&J, was invited to make a presentation at the meeting. Sustainability of our programs is our priority this year, in particular through increased marketing of the Diagnostic Laboratory and commercialization of the farm in Nyumbani Village. With help coming through a series of contacts, we hope to be able to put in place the needed systems to achieve considerable development in sustainability by the end of the year. In the spirit of Father D’Agostino, who believed that God would always provide, we ask you to pray with us that our efforts to utilize the necessary human strategies to realize our goals, while trusting in God’s help, will be successful. God bless each one,



Sister Mary



Nyumbani’s First Graduate



Coming to U.S. this Summer he first young woman from Nyumbani to graduate from high school—Knight Wavinya—is coming to the U.S. this summer, hosted by board member Ryan Burnette and his wife Kady. Ryan is looking for people who would like the opportunity to meet Knight while she’s here. She’s visiting U.S. universities and colleges in search of opportunities to further her education. Ryan, who got to know her over the course of several visits to Kenya, says, “I know she will do amazing things in her community with the right opportunities, so we feel compelled to give her those opportunities.” Ryan has started a GoFundMe campaign for those who’d like to support her efforts (gofund.me/ tzqzvk9c). Contact Ryan if you have ideas for how to celebrate her visit or if you’d like to be part of the meet-and-greet to welcome her here. Write to [email protected].



Recent pictures from Kenya. Thanks to Princeton Fellow Kara Poppe



Nyumbani-USA (202) 422-5024
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[email protected] c/o Crowell & Moring, LLP 1001 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Washington, DC 20004
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