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Wednesday 8 February 2017 ISSUE 2



Dear Parents and Carers, Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse This week the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse commenced its 50th public hearing and will focus on the Catholic Church’s response to the many issues and case studies that have been raised. The Executive Director of Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS), Dr Dan White, along with Archbishop Anthony Fisher, join with other Catholic leaders in reaffirming our total commitment to respond to the recommendations of the Royal Commission in a proactive and positive way. They reaffirmed their condemnation of the actions of any person who has caused harm and distress to a child or young person, emphasising that our care and compassion for the victims of abuse is paramount and enduring. A personal letter from Archbishop Anthony, and another from Dr Dan White which includes a Child Safe resource for parents, has been included with this week’s newsletter. I urge all parents to take a few moments to read these important letters. SPaR - Stop, Pray and Reflect Parents, grandparents and carers are all invited to spend a short time each Monday morning to just stop, and reflect. Miss Carmen leads this short session and integrates a small experience of prayer within the time. There is no prior experience required, and there is no expectation to contribute to the session. To be present and prepared to enjoy the quiet is all that is needed. I look forward to sharing this time with parents next Monday morning from 8.45am. Toddlers welcome!



Staff Professional Learning Last week the OLA staff engaged in CPR, Asthma and Anaphylaxis training for several hours after school hours. I am grateful for their willingness to make themselves available for this important training. This is just one component of the OLA staff professional learning plan for the year. One of the key factors in ensuring the quality of education provision is the maintenance of a highly skilled teaching staff, as research reminds us that teachers have the greatest impact on student learning. By valuing the performance and building the capabilities of our teachers - particularly their expertise, intellectual development, professional judgement and networks - we improve learning outcomes for students. I have previously drawn a comparison: When we have the need to use the services of a specialist (eg. for medical reasons, financial etc) we expect them to be highly skilled and ‘expert’, if not the best, in the field. The same is true for the teachers in our school. Professionals in most fields routinely network with fellow practitioners, conduct and review



research, and talk to experts and colleagues about trends, issues, and plans for ongoing professional development. And so it must be for teachers, and perhaps even more so because of the difference they endeavour to make in the lives of young people. Some of the professional learning our OLA teachers will be undertaking this term alone includes: -



an exploration of effective strategies for the teaching of English, student’s learning intentions and success criteria, an 8 module program in gifted education, and an introductory workshop to the Mind-Up program (https://mindup.org/) for implementation throughout OLA, - reading assessment to inform and enhance learning. Other professional opportunities offered through Sydney Catholic Schools will enable individual teachers to further develop skills in: - using data to inform teaching and learning, - teaching grammar K-6. As active learners, OLA teachers use professional development opportunities to keep up-todate with changes that affect their work with students. In addition to professional learning offered in work hours most of our teachers are currently undertaking Masters degree studies. Opening School Mass – an invitation To begin the 2017 school year and to welcome our new students, staff, and families we are celebrating Mass on Friday 17th February at 9.15am. This liturgy will bring school and parish communities together in worship. It will be held at our OLA Parish Church, 74 Underwood Road. All families are invited to attend this Mass to ask God’s blessing on the new school year. I have shared a short prayer with you all below. It is one I use often, and is particularly apt at this time of the year, to influence our words and actions: Reflection: May the love of God sustain us in our working, May the light of Jesus radiate our thinking and our speaking, May the power of the Spirit penetrate all or deliberating, And may all that is done witness to your presence in our lives.



Cathy Young Principal



Congratulations….. … to all those who have refrained from arriving before 3pm in the afternoon for car pick-up. Many of you have already experienced the difference in arriving a little later. Often at 3.15pm there are only a few cars, and it’s so much easier when there’s minimal queueing! Reminder: if someone other you is collecting your child by car-pickup in the afternoon, please share this request with them: stagger your arrival anytime between 3pm and 3.20pm, and do not queue before 3pm. Only one (1) car can be permitted to wait on the road in a queue to enter the driveway. Additional cars are required to drive around the block, or arrive at a later time.



Parent Information Evening A reminder that this meeting is for all parents, and will be held for each grade: Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 and Year 3/4. This will be a most important and informative evening and our expectation is that each family is represented by at least one parent.



Monday 13 February 6.00pm – 7.00pm



Kindergarten



6.30pm - 7.15pm



Year 2



7.15pm – 8.00pm



Year 1



8.00pm – 8.45pm



Year 3/4



This is a meeting for parents. Children are not required to attend.



Morning Line-Up We would appreciate the support of parents during the morning line-up of classes, to stand well back to the side of the class lines. The children can farewell you appropriately prior to the music/bell on the playground, and then walk to their lines independently. Parents are asked not to mingle in and amongst the students in the line-up area. Volunteers for our school – are you interested? Volunteers assist in a wholesome education experience for our students. We welcome the interest and generosity of those wanting to be involved in the school as a volunteer, either within the learning spaces or at school events such as carnivals and gala days. All persons wishing to volunteer will need to apply, and undertake the appropriate induction process prior to being approved. If you wish to apply to volunteer you must: 1. engage in the appropriate induction provided by the school (see dates below), and 2. complete the SCS Safe Schools Expectations Undertaking: Volunteers form that will be provided at the mandatory induction training. You will be approved as a volunteer if there are no concerns about your suitability. However, should any information be provided on the form, or arise at any time, that raises questions about your suitability to be a volunteer, a risk assessment will be undertaken to assess whether or not the school is able to engage you. The Principal will inform you of the outcome of your application to volunteer. Please note that volunteers are permitted to attend the school, and engage with students, only at the permission and discretion of the Principal. We thank you for your support in ensuring a safe learning environment for our students and the safe work place for our volunteers. Volunteer Refresher Training (for those who have previously undertaken this training) If you have already undertaken this training and completed the form in 2015 or 2016, we will provide a refresher course. These dates have not as yet been set, and will be communicated via the School Newsletter and School Calendar. We thank you for your support in ensuring a safe learning environment for our students and safe work place for our volunteers.



Mandatory Child Protection Training for OLA Parent Volunteers To register in one of the training sessions above please email [email protected] providing your name, child’s class and the specific session you will attend. You only need to attend one (1) training session. You must attend the whole session, not part thereof, to be approved as a volunteer. Friday 17 February



2.10pm – 2.55pm



Wednesday 1 March



2.10pm – 2.55pm



Wednesday 1 March



5.30pm – 6.15pm



Wednesday 8 March



8.45am – 9.30am



Tuesday 14 March



2.10pm – 2.55pm



We will start on time. Please arrive before the advertised start time.



Class Parent Reps: Expressions of Interest due by this Friday 10 February Each year parents (Dads and/or Mums) from each class will be asked to volunteer as Class Parent Representatives. A description of The Role of the Class Parents Reps is attached to this Newsletter, and we are calling for expressions of interest. What is required? To make contact with parents who agree to be contacted and assist in the school’s communication with them e.g. letting them know about upcoming school functions, seeking helpers for functions or events. An important aspect of the role is to work with the school to help create a sense of school community by organising class or year get-togethers if appropriate. Some other initiatives have included: coordinating morning teas to support various events such as “Tea and Tissues” for new parents, OLA ‘Cooked with Love’ – meals to support families in our community, Grandparents Day, assisting the students’ Colour Days each term to fundraise for charities, Freezie Fridays (Zooper Dooper iceblocks on a Friday). Class Parent Representatives represent the school, therefore, they must discuss all new initiatives with the Principal before proceeding. How much time is required? Generally, not a great deal. Typically, the school may ask you to contact parents once or twice a term. We meet once a term for about 30 minutes. In 2017 we will meet at 6.30pm, immediately before the Pergola Meeting which is held on the 4th Wednesday of each term. Typically there would be two (2) class parent reps per class. What doesn’t it include? This role is not to be a spokesperson for the class or year and does not involve matters relating to the education of the children or running of the school. Class Parent Representatives should not involve themselves in discussion regarding individual students, teachers or school matters. If you are interested in expressing an interest in undertaking this important role in our school, please email [email protected] with the subject line as Class Parent Rep – expression of interest.



From our Assistant Principal …. Being the Best we can be at OLA! Wow, what a tremendous start to the year the children have had in regards to showing independence and using lovely manners when interacting with the staff. For families new to our school last year we set out goals for the children to work on at home and school. These included  Saying Good Morning and Good afternoon or hello/goodbye to each other and adults  Using please and thank you  Carrying their own school bag to and from school. I have been so impressed with the children on morning drop off. So many children are saying good morning as they get out of the car. I have even had children asking me how I am?. These small pleasantries have such a big impact on our community. It sets the tone of a welcoming community who care about each other. I congratulated the children on this great effort and I encourage them to continue this throughout 2017.



The first few weeks of school: what goes on in the classroom? We understand that you may not always get a lot of information from your child about what is happening during the school day, so we thought we would fill you in on some of the goings on in the initial few weeks of school:  Children and their teacher getting to know each other  The first 20 days of reading and writing- The goal of The First 20 Days is to establish classroom systems and lay the groundwork for the thinking strategies we want readers & writers to use throughout the year  Setting up of classroom rules, expectations and responsibilities  Learning the new classroom routines and structures  Teachers working with individual children to continue to add to that child’s profile as a learner.  BYODD Bootcamp- focussing on taking care of and the responsible use of the iPad. All this is happening plus the normal subjects that the children usually would be doing at school.



Tips for easy ‘drop-off’ in the morning We have had a great start to car drop off in the mornings, however with more families using this system, here are a few tips to assist in making the process run smoothly and to hopefully reduce traffic congestion and keep all children safe.  Children to know how to undo their own seat belt (please practice this home)  Parents are to stay in the car. Children to exit the car only when the teacher is present.  When approaching OLA or waiting in the queue, children to have their bag on their lap ready to exit the vehicle.  Drive to the end of the drop off zone- this will allow for more cars to enter the car park.



Rosetta Stone (Year 1-4 only) Children in Year 1-3 participated in an online language program in 2015 and 2016. Rosetta Stone will continue in 2017. Over the next few weeks, I will be reviewing students’ progress. Children who have completed level One will begin learning Chinese Mandarin. Children in kindergarten will start Rosetta Stone later in the year.



BYODD A reminder that the following documents need to be read carefully with your child and signed in order for your child to use their iPad at school. Kindergarten children only need to complete the SCS User Agreement to allow them to use school owned devices. Children in Years 1-4 must complete both the SCS User Agreement and the OLA's BYODD User Policy and Agreement. These need to be handed to their classroom teachers as soon as possible.



OLA Afternoon Pick-Up – Car Signs If you have not received 2 car pick-up signs (with your family name) please contact the Office to arrange one to be prepared for you.



Siobhan Van Den Nieuwenhuizen Assistant Principal



From the Religious Education Coordinator…. Opening Mass - seeking volunteers to walk to the Church OLA’s 2017 Opening School Mass will be held on Friday 17th February. Students in Years 1-Year 3/4 will be walking to the Church. The students in Kindergarten will be transported by a bus. If there are any parents who are available to walk to the Church with Years 1- Year 3/4 could you please email [email protected] All volunteers would have needed to complete the Mandatory Volunteer Training. Ash Wednesday Liturgy Fr Tibby will be distributing ashes to our community on Wednesday 1 March at 9.00 am. All parents are welcome to join the OLA community for the Ash Wednesday liturgy. Liturgical Seasons Throughout the year, I will inform you about the different liturgical seasons. The liturgical season reflects the colour of our prayer spaces and the colour vestment that the priest will wear at Mass. At the moment, we are in Ordinary Time. During Ordinary Time, the gospel readings proclaimed at Mass reflect the ministry and teaching of Jesus. As Catholics, we reflect on Jesus’ teachings and think about how we can apply these to our lives. The colour green is used to symbolise growth and hope during Ordinary Time.



Renee Da Silva Religious Education Coordinator



From the Family Educator… Shrove Tuesday This is the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent) which is also known as Pancake Tuesday. On this day traditionally Christians went to Confession, and were “Shriven” (hence the term Shrove) or absolved of their sins. They then took this opportunity to use up any eggs and fats by making pancakes and “gorging” before the 40 day fasting period began. On Tuesday 28 February we would like to offer pancakes or pikelets to each of our OLA students at 1st break. In order to do this I am calling on your generosity. Please see the attached link, and nominate how you may be able to assist us on the morning. https://tinyurl.com/z25qy3x First Eucharist Instruction Kits As you may recall we asked for parent volunteers last year to assist us in creating Reconciliation Sacramental Kits that were used (and will be used again this year) by our parent leaders to instruct candidates preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This year our Year 3 children will be preparing to receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist (Holy Communion), and in order to do this we will need to create the necessary resources. This is a time consuming activity for a few people to complete, therefore please keep an eye out for an upcoming invitation through the Skoolbag App, where you will be asked to kindly volunteer your time in a workshop to help create these kits.



First Reconciliation Parent Information Evening This coming Thursday 9 February the parish will be holding a compulsory Parent Information Evening for the parent/s of our First Reconciliation Candidates. The meeting will be held in the parish hall at 74 Underwood Rd Homebush at 7pm. Looking forward to seeing many of you then. This is a parent only meeting. Kindergarten Family Memento At ‘Tea and Tissues’ last Tuesday I did my best to get around to each of our Kindergarten families and offer you a very special memento created especially for your family. These mementos were one per family. In the event that your family missed out, please catch me on the playground (Monday, Thursday and every second Friday) as I’d love to say ‘hello’ and pass on to you a memento. HELP… Handy Person Needed We are in need of a handy person who may be able to create the small plywood cross pictured here. We would need 12, and have a sample that you would be able to use as your template. If you are handy with a jigsaw (I think) and are able to help us out please leave your name and contact number with the school office. Thank you!



Carmen Gulli Family Educator



From the School Office… School Fees –Term 1 School Fees were emailed to all families today. If you didn’t receive a copy please contact the office. Sydney Catholic Schools preferred payment method is by BPAY. Details of your Biller Code and Ref No are found on the top right hand side of your statement. Class Bucket System – How this works….if you have anything for the office ie: -Walking to Church Permission – Technology agreements – School Fees – Medical Certificates etc… Please give it to your child (even our new Kindy students) to put in the Class Bucket. The buckets are brought to the office every morning. Lost Property – Please check to make sure all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name. We already have a collection of lost property that we cannot return to its owner, as the items were not labelled. Lost property is located in the office “ottoman”. Application for Extended Leave (Leave 10 days or over) - This form is now available on the Skoolbag App: under School Forms



Karen and Amber School Support Officers



From PERGOLA… Happy new year and welcome to all new parents / carers at OLA! We have our first parent engagement meeting on Wednesday 1 March from 7.00pm – 8.00pm at the OLA hall. The group is focused on supporting and partnering with the school around the learning and development needs of our children. We are looking forward to as many parents / carers attending this meeting. For your diaries, all parent engagement group meetings (with the exception of this first meeting in Term 1) will be on the Wednesday of Week 4 in each term. The agenda for the meeting is below. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.



Prayer and welcome Record of attendance and apologies Confirmation and acceptance of minutes of previous general meeting Business arising from those minutes Principal's report Chairperson's report Treasurer's report Reports from subgroups Discussion of any other matters submitted by parents and carers before the deadline / correspondence incoming / outgoing 10. Next meeting



Please send anything you would like raised in the meeting to our parents email address [email protected] by Monday 27 February 2017. In the meantime, we look forward to catching up with many new and of course the familiar faces at OLA. Another busy and exciting year ahead!



Greg Moses



Maria Caramanlis



Nikki de Souza



Chairperson



Secretary



Treasurer



Attachments with this Newsletter 1/ Letter from Archbishop Fisher 2/ Letter from Dan White Executive Director of Sydney Catholic Schools 3/ 2017 Summary of Fees 4/ Class Parent Reps for OLA 5/ Domremy College Open Day Flyer
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