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Olympic Truce Call to Action Another war with North Korea would be disastrous. It could easily go nuclear. It should be unthinkable, and there are peaceful diplomatic alternatives. For South Korea, which would bear the brunt of any conflict with North Korea, there is no military option. As a group of 58 retired US military leaders acknowledge in a letter to Trump, that military action “would result in hundreds of thousands of casualties.” The people of Korea, North and South, the peoples of the region, and Americans all want peace. The Winter Olympics and Paralympics, to be held in Pyeongchang, South Korea, offer a unique moment to promote peace on the Korean Peninsula. On a very encouraging note, in November 2017, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution calling for an Olympic Truce, or a cessation of hostilities during the Winter Games, which gained the support of 157 Member States including both Koreas and future hosts of the Olympic Games: Japan, China, France and the United States. The Olympic Truce represents an important opportunity to defuse tensions and begin the work of reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. The United States should fully support both Korean governments’ current efforts to restore a peace process. In a very significant development, South Korean President Moon Jae-in has successfully persuaded a reluctant Donald Trump to postpone U.S.-South Korea war drills that would have overlapped with the Olympics. These joint military exercises typically consist of hundreds of thousands of ground troops and such provocative scenarios as “decapitation” raids and simulate nuclear attacks. Delaying them could pave the way for a longer-term “freeze for freeze” deal—a suspension of military exercises for a ban on North Korea’s nuclear and missile testing, and ultimately, an official end to the Korean War by replacing the 1953 Armistice with a permanent peace treaty. Let’s build on this momentum! We in the United States have a special responsibility to demand diplomacy, not war, with North Korea. An ad hoc network, the Korea Collaboration, calls for weeks of action during the Winter Olympics (February 9 - 25) and Paralympics (March 9 - 18), as well as the broader period of the Olympic Truce (February 2 to March 25). We call on



groups and individuals to organize actions or other events in your communities. These could include: ● Teach-ins, webinars, and other types of educational events, supported by fact sheets, articles, videos and podcasts. Korean-American voices need to be front and center. ● Vigils for peace, public protests where appropriate, visibility actions. ● Petition-gathering and support for the People’s Peace Treaty. ● Building Congressional pressure, both in-district and in Washington, DC. Call-in Days, in-district Congressional visits, high-level delegations or sign-on letters to Members of Congress calling on them to use the Olympic Truce as an opportunity to stand for diplomacy and continue to suspend U.S.-South Korea war drills, through public statements and support for pro-diplomacy legislation, including asserting Congressional powers over war and peace, and particularly any decision to use nuclear weapons. ● Olympic watch parties -- gather friends and family in your home or a community venue to celebrate the Olympics. Add a dollop of Korean culture and cuisine, and call for peace and diplomacy. Invite your local NBC-TV affiliate (the television network of the Olympics) to cover your gathering for the local news. Watch parties can be great social media events as well. Korean-Americans should be the main spokespeople. ● Earned media coverage and social media promotion (utilizing FaceBook and Twitter memes and actions, Thunderclap, Instagram and other platforms) calling for diplomacy and peace. Use the Olympic Truce as a “hook” for Letters to Editor and Op-eds. ● Other engaging and fun, movement-building events around the Winter Olympics. Please share your good ideas. Korea Olympic Truce Call to Action is endorsed by: ORGANIZATIONS: 1953 416 Sewol Global Network Indianapolis Action One Korea - Los Angeles and Seoul, Korea All Souls Nuclear Disarmament Task Force Albuquerque Veterans for Peace American Friends Service Committee American Muslim Voice Foundation Arlington United for Justice with Peace Article 9 Canada Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests Association of World Citizens BeLoved Asheville Beyond Nuclear Beyond the Bomb Brainerd Area Coalition for Peace (BACP) Brooklyn for Peace



BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz Boston Democratic Socialists of America Campaign for Peace, Disarmament and Common Security Campaign Nonviolence DC Charter for Compassion Chicago Area Peace Action City of Cape Town Coalition for Peace Action, New Jersey and Pennsylvania CODEPINK Committee for Peace and Human Rights Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety Dallas Peace and Justice Center Disciples Peace Fellowship Diplomacy not War Earth Evolution Ecumenical Peace Institute/Clergy And Laity Concerned Eclipse Rising End the Wars Committee of Peace Action WI Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR-USA) Foreign Policy in Focus Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space GoodFriends USA Greater New Haven Peace Council Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action Hawai’i Peace and Justice Historians for Peace and Democracy Houston Peace News International Forum on Globalization Institute for Policy Studies, New Internationalism Project Korean-American National Coordinating Council KIWA (Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance - Los Angeles) Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy LEPOCO Peace Center (Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern) MADRE Maine Peace Fund Maryland United for Peace and Justice Maryland Peace Action Network Memoria Condivisa Mid-Missouri Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) MLK Coalition of Greater Los Angeles Monterey Peace and Justice Center National Association of Korean Americans National Council of Churches in Korea



The National Institute of Hahm Seokhon Philosophy (DC and NY) New Hope Presbytery Peacemaking Network Nipponzan Myohoji (Buddhist) Nonviolence International The North Carolina Council of Churches Nuclear Age Peace Foundation Nuclear Information and Resource Service OneCoreaNow.org One Heart for Justice (Sewol -- San Francisco Bay Area) Oregon Peace Institute Our developing world Pacem in Terris Pax Christi USA Peace Action Peace Action Cleveland Peace Action Massachusetts Peace Action of Michigan Peace Action New Jersey Peace Action New York State Peace Action Network of Lancaster, PA Peace Action North Carolina Peace Action San Mateo County, CA Peace Action Upper Hudson (Albany, NY area) Peace Day Asheville Peace Philosophy Centre Peacehome Campaigns Peace, Justice, Sustainability Florida Peaceworkers PeaceWorks of Greater Brunswick People Demanding Action Philadelphia Committee for Peace and Justice in Asia Physicians for Social Responsibility Ploughshares Fund Powir, People's Opposition to War, Imperialism and Racism, South Florida Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea PRESS Proposition One Campaign for a Nuclear-Free Future Resource Center for Nonviolence RootsAction San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace The Shalom Center Solidarity Committee of the Capitol District (Albany, NY) Support committee for Korean prisoners of conscience in US (LA and DC)



Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a Radioactive Environment) UUCA Peace Network United for Peace and Justice United for Justice with Peace, Boston United Nations Association - Milwaukee Urinuri Peace Corp. US Peace Council Utah Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons Veterans For Peace Veterans For Peace, Chapter 9, Smedley D.Butler Brigade Veterans For Peace, Chapter 10, Tom Paine Chapter Veterans For Peace, Chapter 87 Veterans for Peace Chapter 113 Hawaii Veterans for Peace, Chapter 106 War Prevention Initiative Watertown Citizens for Peace, Justice and the Environment Western States Legal Foundation Win Without War WNC 4 Peace, Asheville, NC Women’s Action for New Directions Women Against War WomenCrossDMZ Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom World Beyond War Youth Association for Development



INDIVIDUALS (Affiliation listed for identification purposes only): Medea Benjamin, Co-founder, Code Pink Kathleen Stassen Berger, Professor of Psychology, Bronx Community College, City University of New York Reiner Braun, Co-President, International Peace Bureau Leslie Cagan, Peace and Justice Organizer John Cavanagh, Director, Institute for Policy Studies Noam Chomsky, Professor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology Jay Coghlan, Executive Director, Nuclear Watch New Mexico Gerry Condon, President, Veterans For Peace Rev. Dr. Chuck Currie, Director of the Center for Peace and Spirituality and University Chaplain, Pacific University/Oregon Alexis Dudden, Professor of History, University of Connecticut Carolyn Rusti Eisenberg, Professor of History, Hofstra University Michael Eisenscher, US Labor Against War



Daniel Ellsberg, author, activist and former nuclear war planner Jodie Evans, Co-founder, Code Pink Bill Fletcher, Jr., former president of TransAfrica Forum; cofounder of United for Peace & Justice Van Gosse, Associate Professor and Chair of History, Franklin & Marshall College Carolyn Forché, University Professor, Georgetown University Martin Hellman, Member, US National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering, Stanford University Laura Hein, Professor of History, Northwestern University Madelyn Hoffman, Adjunct Professor, Political Science, County College of Morris (NJ) Dr. Grace Kim Rev. PyungAhn "Peace" Kim, Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church David Krieger, President, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation Peter Kuznick, Professor of History, American University Charlotte E. Tsuyuki Lehman, MDiv, Pastor, Reba Place Church, Evanston IL Andrea LeBlanc, September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows Judith Le Blanc, Director, Native Organizers Alliance Robert Jay Lifton M.D., author of Death in Life: Survivors of Hiroshima Kevin Martin, President, Peace Action and Peace Action Education Fund Alfred W. McCoy, Harrington Professor of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison David McReynolds, former chair, War Resisters International Rev. Bob Moore, United Church of Christ, Treasurer, Princeton Clergy Assoc, NJ Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom, Senior Minister, First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee Rev. Rich Peacock, Waterford Central United Methodist Church, MI Dr. Robert A. Scott, President Emeritus, Adelphi University The Rev. Sandra L. Strauss, Director of Advocacy and Ecumenical Outreach, Pennsylvania Council of Churches Oliver Stone, Filmmaker Alice Slater, World Beyond War Rabbi Arthur Waskow, Founder & Director, The Shalom Center. Lawrence Wittner, Emeritus Professor of History, State University of New York/Albany Ann Wright, US Army Colonel (Ret) and former US diplomat Daniel Zwanziger, Professor of Physics, New York University
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