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Commack United Methodist Church



486 Townline Road Commack, NY 11725-7310 (631) 499-7310 Web Site: http://www.commack-umc.org Email: [email protected] Pastor’s E-Mail: [email protected] Rev. Richard C. Mills, Pastor (631) 499-4770 September 2006



Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



in the land as happy as he. When he was asked about his happiness he would smile and reply, “I listened to an angel when I was a little boy.” On his deathbed, his neighbors rallied around him and asked him to divulge the secret of his happiness before he died. The old man finally told them: “The angel told me that everyone, no matter how secure they seemed, no matter how old or young, how rich or poor had need of me.” In the creation story in Genesis everything was good except for one thing. In Genesis 2 verse 18 we read these words, “Then the LORD God said, it is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” We are not meant to be alone, but need each other. When we realize that, our happiness is full.



Dear Brother or Sister in Christ, There is a fable told about a young orphan boy who had no family and no one to love him. He was feeling sad and lonely as he walked through a meadow. He discovered a small butterfly trapped in a thorn bush. The more the butterfly struggled to free itself the deeper the thorns cut into the frail body. The boy carefully released the butterfly, but instead of flying away, the butterfly transformed into an angel. The boy stared in disbelief as the angel said, “For your wonderful kindness I will do what ever you like.” The boy thought for a moment and said, “I want to be happy.” The angel leaned forward and whispered into the boy’s ear and vanished. As the boy grew up, there was none



See you in church Rev. Dick 1



HAPPENING COMMITTEE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN Summer Supper at the Beach was a perfect evening at Crabmeadow, and there were about forty of us to enjoy the weather, cool breezes, great company and picnics!



Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of the life God gives us; for this is our lot. Likewise, all whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom He enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their toil—this is the gift of God.



The Annual Long Island Ducks Baseball Game was on our calendar for August 16th....and we had one hundred seats in our premium third base line section!



The United Methodist Women welcomes everyone to the return of our church activities. We hope everyone safely enjoyed the pleasures of summer that the gift of God and our year round toil has given us.



We are planning a Progressive Dinner, no date decided upon as yet, but we will keep you posted! You may simply attend, or choose to have guests at your home that evening...More details will be coming as we move ahead with the plans. As all Happenings are designed, it will be an inexpensive evening.



The September UMW meeting will be held on Thursday, September 14 at 7:30 pm in the parlor. Anne Tammaro will present a program on our local missions. Joan Nehlson will be our hostess for the evening. All the women of CUMC are invited to attend the meetings and if transportation is needed, please contact our president, Ann Aupperle, and she will make arrangements.



The year will be filled with opportunities for us to worship and share good times with our very special church family! The Happening Committee Pat, Karen, Mike, Margie and Lisa



“My Boutique”



Secret



Thank you to all who contributed to the collection of socks, underwear and pill bottles for the School of Christian Missions mission project. A huge box full of these items was gratefully received. While we may not continue collecting the pill bottles, newborn and older infant clothing, including boxes of disposable diapers will be accepted for delivery to the babies born in Riker’s Island prison. These new mothers receive only diapers and formula from the state and other clothing and baby blankets are urgently needed. These may be clean and gently worn in addition to newly purchased. Let us give these new little ones a warm welcome to God’s world!



A Fashion Show featuring a great selection from the CUMC Thrift Shop! The event will be held on September 22, 2006 at 7 pm to benefit the choir’s purchase of new robes. Many of the clothes modeled in the show will be available for purchase! Tickets are $10.00. Light refreshments will be served and there will be DOOR PRIZES! Please come and support our choir!
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a few new regulars. In July and August Gail took over, she organized things and hunted down bread while many hands spread peanut butter. Joe Dugan, the coordinator of this noble project, said their cupboards were bare during the summer and the need was desperate. Our 600 sandwiches came to the rescue. Joe thanks you on behalf of those you've fed. Please help us continue this wonderful ministry through your donations and help on the first Saturday of the month. This month the first Saturday will fall on Labor Day weekend and we will need all the help we can get.



UMW RETREAT -- Christian Fellowship, Fun & Games, Bible Study, Sharing, Quiet Walks and Talks: The retreat will be held September 15-17 at Camp Quinipet on Shelter Island. Location: Asbury House. A $20.00 deposit is requested to hold your space, please see Ginny to make your reservation. The total cost of food and rent will be shared by those attending. Tuesday Craft Workshop – Five of us are still to be found sewing, pinning, embroidering, knitting and crocheting in the Education Building from 10-1pm on Tuesdays. We are steadily increasing our Boutique offerings for our Church Fair on October 21. Several of our church ladies have sent in donations that they lovingly crafted at home…to itemize them would spoil the surprise on our Boutique table. If you would like to join us, please let me know. Also, Ginny hosts a few working moms in her home once a month on a Friday evening; see her if you would like to join in the fun!



Thank you for all the donations to our food box this summer; especially the proceeds of the food drive by our Vacation Bible School. Teaching children to help other children is probably the greatest lesson our Church can teach. Donations were made to the Northport Food Pantry as well as individual families that felt the loss of school lunches. It is amazing how many families on Long Island struggle with constant or temporary financial difficulties. How fortunate that we are in a position to make a difference in so many lives. Presently we are holding our annual drive for school supplies. It is difficult for some parents to provide these supplies on a limited budget; sometimes it is a choice between a notebook and milk. With the great sales at stores now, to purchase just "one" notebook, pen, pencil or pack of paper shouldn't be a burden on our budgets, yet it would be a blessing to a family with young children enabling them to start the year off with some of the tools needed to succeed. Not only are these supplies important for learning, but it is important for a child's self esteem to have the basics so many of



Kathy, Keeper of the crafty key!



MISSIONS What a great summer of caring and sharing we've had! While many of us enjoyed vacations this summer, the hungry didn't take a vacation and CUMC "peanut butter gang" was there with about 1,200 sandwiches to help feed them. We had volunteers fill in while some of us vacationed and even roped in
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2.



We can only offer help. The person being helped may refuse the help we offer. 3. We may help someone and that person may choose to do things differently from what we think they ought to. The main point is that as the “helper” we have to allow the persons we are helping to have the freedom to make their own choices, including refusing our help.



us take for granted. "And God is able to give you more than you need, so that you will always have more than you need for yourselves and more than enough for every good cause". 2 Corinthians 9:8 Please inform us of any need in the congregation or the community where we may be of assistance. We can only help if you keep us informed. Many times we are asked how we find the people we help but we don't find them they are usually referred to us by people who care. Contact the office or Gail or Anne and we will do our best to respond.



Buddy is one of those persons I offered to help. I first met Buddy last winter when I stopped by where he lived to ask directions to someone’s house. From all appearances I guessed that he must be living in a little building about 6 feet by 10 feet and a pop-up camper on the back of a lot behind the remains of the foundation of a house which had burned. Later I went back to visit him to learn more about his situation. Buddy had moved back to the county a couple of years earlier. I learned that he was living in the little building which was a coal shed he had remodeled and added about a 6 by 6 foot kitchen area onto the front. He didn’t have any electricity, but he was hooked onto the county water system. He mentioned that he planned to build a bathroom onto the side of his remodeled coal shed when the weather warmed up. He said he really needed a bathroom since he didn’t have one. He didn’t even have an outhouse. I told him that I had heard about a trailer available for $3,000. (People in McDowell County call mobile homes trailers.) He responded that he could not afford to buy a trailer on his small income.



Anne Tammaro And Gail Stroup Missions Workarea



The Power of Confidence… Everyone has inside of him a piece of good news. The good news is that you don’t know how great you can be! How much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is! Anne Frank



The following is a letter dated August 10, 2006 by Judy Matheny from United Methodist Ministries, Deaconess for Methodist Ministries. She is the liaison for UMW’s adopted family: Dear Friends, Part of my orientation when I first became a Church and Community Worker in 1970 was to read a booklet entitled This Difficult Business of Helping. During the last six months I have been reminded again of three concepts from that booklet. 1. Helping is a matter of offering options.



After I first learned about his need for a bathroom, I kept thinking there ought to be some way to help him have a bathroom and a larger place to live. Now Buddy had not asked for help. So I was hesitant about offering help. Yet I
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have to remind myself of the concept that while I had offered options to Buddy, he should have the choice to refuse the help.



felt that he should have the option of something better. So I began to ask more questions. I decided I needed to find out from him what his long term housing goal was. He said after he built the bathroom, he wanted to build a larger room, but that would take five or more years since he could only afford to buy a few materials at a time on his $652. a month Social Security check.



The story of Ann and Lynn is one of helping and them allowing them the freedom to make their own choices. Ann’s husband died about four years ago. After he died she got a job to supplement the $122 monthly check she received as a widow’s pension. She was injured about a year ago and had to stop working. So now she was trying to make it on the $122 a month. Since Ann did not have health insurance, she didn’t have the money to return to the doctor when her injury did not heal. Also, she had stopped taking her high blood pressure medicine because she couldn’t afford to buy it.



I decided to ask Buddy if he had a choice which would he prefer – a trailer or a larger room. He said he didn’t much like trailers, but right now it made a lot more sense to take the trailer. After talking about the larger room and realizing all the work it entailed, he just felt he was too tired and too old. I promised him I would see what I could do about providing a trailer. After finding out the $3,000 trailer was still available, I purchased it with funds from United Methodist Ministries. I began the process of working out the details of getting a building permit and moving the trailer. Then Buddy decided that he didn’t want to live in the trailer. He was afraid it might burn like so many others in the area. He didn’t want to go through losing everything again as he had when his house burned. I told him I would see if I could get him a temporary electrical hook up. To get the temporary electrical hook up, I had to provide the redevelopment office with a rough drawing of plans for a new room. Buddy was really proud and thankful for his temporary electrical hook up. Some men in one of my supporting churches promised to build the room for Buddy, but the other day when I visited Buddy he had several excuses for not doing it now and said we would talk about it later. He told me that he didn’t feel he ought to accept something that big and that he should take care of himself. I



Her daughter, Lynn, was in her third year of college. Their car was very important since it was the only way Lynn had to get back and forth to school. Ann had received a letter from the bank indicating that they would repossess the car, because she was behind on her car payments. Ann said Lynn had cried when they received the letter, because she didn’t want to quit school with only a month left in the semester. Their car insurance was also due, and they had a termination notice for cutting off their electricity. I felt that it was important to help Lynn finish her third year of college. So by using a scholarship fund given by a couple in one of my supporting churches, money given by a United Methodist Women’s group in another church, and the Parish emergency fund, I was able to pay the back payment on the car, the car insurance, and the outstanding electric bill. A month later I
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paid for another month’s car insurance to give them a chance for Lynn to get a summer job. They were very grateful for the help, but when Lynn’s college classes finished, she didn’t go and get a summer job. At my urging Ann did go to the clinic and found she had some major medical problems. The doctor wrote a letter indicating that she was unable to work and suggested that she apply for her Social Security disability and a medical card. In both the case with Buddy and with Ann and Lynn, I feel I did what I could by offering options and setting up the situations so that there were possibilities of improving their situations or helping them to help themselves. I was disappointed at their choices, but hopefully they realize that there are people who care and have shared their blessings with them. As I serve through United Methodist Ministries, it is helpful to be reminded that as Christians we help others as a response to the love God has shown us and that we should help others in the same way God has helped us – without being judgmental and controlling. Thanks for your support and for giving me the opportunity to help others, even when it is difficult.
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Sep 22, 2006 - it is a choice between a notebook and milk. With the great sales at stores now, to purchase just "one" notebook, pen, pencil or ... Corinthians 9:8. 
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