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A Mr. Whiston Creation



August 16, 2016



THE BAND-AID All things about 5th Grade Band!



Weekly Assignments Putting your instrument together, without help in under one minute. Making the first sound on your instrument (Please do not attempt until after the first lesson!)



Playing Test Exercise No playing test the first week!



What makes up the Band Grade? 10 points for rehearsal Make sure you bring your instrument, book and a pencil every time in order to get all 10 points. 20 points for playing test Playing Test exercises will be done once a week. You always have a week to practice for the test



Come See the Band



Concert Dates for 2016-2017 Neihardt: December 20th at Millard South, March 7th at Anderson Middle School and May 1st at Millard South! Disney: December 6th, May 2nd, May 2nd concert with Central Hitchcock: December 6th, May 2nd, May 2nd evening concert with Central Middle School!



Check your reeds Woodwind Players!!! Woodwind players with reeds, (Alto Sax and Clarinets) your first box of reeds should be size 2. Once you have gone through the entire box of size 2 reeds, we’ll bump you up to a size 2 1/2. Students should have 3 reeds at all practices in case one breaks.



Millard South marching band will be performing at all home Millard South football games. Come to the game and enjoy the halftime performance titled “Brave New World” 1
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Smart Music turns practicing into a video game Staff Wars helps students learn to read note names quicker For many students learning where every note is on the staff is a challenge early. Kids need repetition much like learning math facts. Staff Wars is a fun computer game/ tablet app that helps kids learn to remember note names quickly. If you see in your kids book that they are writing all the note names below each note, then Staff Wars is for them. Staff Wars is available in the Apple and Google App Store. Or at www.themusicinteractive.com



In class, the students will be using the computer program Smart Music as they are working in their lessons. Smart Music takes the method book and makes it interactive. You can adjust the tempo, listen to the exercise, and even test yourself to see how well you played the exercise. When they’ve got it down, they can play along with a back-up band. This is an outstanding program especially as your child starts to develop practice habits. The first 100 examples from the method book are free. For more information visit http://www.smartmusic.com/ee/ 



Questions to ask after your child practices Trombone Players Need a Spray Bottle In order to keep a trombone slide working properly, a trombone player should get a small spray bottle filled with water. A little spritz will do the trick!



Having a conversation about their practicing can help students understand the importance of smart practicing. Here are some ideas of questions to ask. •



Which exercise is your favorite?



•



What new things have you learned this week?



•



Is there a measure or two that is hard? Why?



•



Can you play it with less mistakes than yesterday



•



How fast are you supposed to play this exercise?



•



How do you make the notes higher, louder, softer, or lower?



•



How did you fix that part that you had trouble with the day before? 2
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Opening Band Aid






Woodwind players with reeds, (Alto Sax and Clarinets) your first box of reeds should be size 2. Once you have gone through the entire box of size 2 reeds, we'll bump you up to a size 2 1/2. Students should have 3 reeds at all practices in case one breaks. 1. Weekly Assignments. Putting your instrument together, without ... 
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