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ORDINANCE NO. 841 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OJAI, CALIFORINA AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 12 OF THE OJAI MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO LANDSCAPE WATER EFFICIENCY STANDARDS



The City Council of the City of Ojai finds and determines as follows: A.



Article 12 of Chapter 2 of Title 10 of the Ojai Municipal Code establishes landscaping standards for developments in the City of OJ ai, including provisions for water conservation; and,



B.



The Water Conservation in Landscaping Act of2006 (the "Law") requires cities and counties to adopt more stringent landscape water conservation requirements; and,



C.



The state legislature has found in enacting the Law that: (1)



The waters of the state are oflimited supply and are subject to ever increasing demands; and,



(2)



The continuation of California's economic prosperity is dependent on the availability of adequate supplies of water for future uses; and,



(3)



It is the policy of the state to promote the conservation and efficient use of



water and to prevent the waste of this valuable resource; and,



D.



(4)



Landscapes are essential to the quality of life in California by providing areas for active and passive recreation and as an enhancement to the environment by cleaning air and water, preventing erosion, offering fire protection, and replacing ecosystems lost to development; and,



(5)



Landscape design, installation, maintenance, and management can and should be water efficient; and,



(6)



Article X, Section 2 of the California Constitution specifies that the right to use water is limited to the amount reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served, and the right does not and shall not extend to waste or unreasonable method of use of water.



In accordance with the Law, the California Department of Water Resources had prepared and distributed an updated Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (the "DWR Model Ordinance"); and,
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E.



The City Council of City of Ojai has reviewed the DWR Model Ordinance and, following a duly noticed public hearings, and with the recommendations of the Ojai Planning Commission, adopts the following amendments to Article 12 of Chapter 2 of Title 10 the Ojai Municipal Code to incorporate mandatory provisions of the Law into existing City requirements.



NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OJAI, CALIFORNIA DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:



SECTION 1. Section 10-2.1202 of Title 10, Chapter 2, Article 12 of the Ojai Municipal Code is amended to read as follows (strikeouts denote deleted language, underlining denotes added language):



Sec. 10-2.1202. Applicability. (a) All projects that require the installation of landscaping in compliance with the development standards of these Zoning Regulations shall provide and maintain landscaping in compliance with the provisions of this article. (b) In addition to (a), the following landscape projects shall include in required plan submittals the information called for in Section 10-2.1205: (l) New or rehabilitation projects for public agency and non-residential private development projects with a landscape area equal to or greater than 2,500 square feet; (2) New or rehabilitation projects which are developer-installed for single family or multifamily residential projects or complexes, with a landscape area equal to or greater than 2,500 square feet; (3) New construction landscapes which are homeowner-provided and/or homeowner-hired in single family and multi-family residential projects with a total project landscape area equal to or greater than 5,000 square feet. (c) Subsection (b) shall not apply to: (1) registered local, state or federal historic or landmark sites; (2) ecological restoration projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system; (3) mined-land reclamation projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system; or, (4) plant collections, as part of botanical gardens and arboretums open to the public. (d)



The terms used in this Article have the meaning set forth below: "Estimated Total Water Use" (ETWU) means the total water used for the landscape.
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~ET



adjustment factor" (ETAF) means a factor of 0.7, that, when applied to reference evapotranspiration, adjusts for plant factors and irrigation efficiency, two major influences upon the amount of water that needs to be applied to the landscape. "Homeowner-provided landscaping" means any landscaping either installed by a private individual for a single family residence or installed by a licensed contractor hired by a homeowner. A homeowner, for purposes of this ordinance, is a person who occupies the dwelling he or she owns. This excludes speculative homes, which are not owner-occupied dwellings.



"Irrigation efficiency" (IE) means the measurement of the amount of water beneficially used divided by the amount of water applied. Irrigation efficiency is derived from measurements and estimates of irrigation system characteristics and management practices. The minimum average irrigation efficiency for purposes of this ordinance is 0.71. Greater irrigation efficiency can be expected from well designed and maintained systems. "Landscape area" means all the planting areas, turf areas, and water features in a landscape design plan subject to the Maximum Applied Water Allowance calculation. The landscape area does not include footprints of buildings or structures, sidewalks, driveways, parking lots, decks, patios, gravel or stone walks, other pervious or non-pervious hardscapes, and other non-irrigated areas designated for non-development (e.g., open spaces and existing native vegetation). "Landscape project" means total area of landscape in a project as defined in "landscape area" for the purposes of this Section. "Local water purveyor" means the entity, whether public agency or private water company that provides retail water service to the subject property. "Maximum Applied Water Allowance" (MAWA) means the upper limit of annual applied water for the established landscaped area. It is based upon the area's reference evapotranspiration, the ET Adjustment Factor, and the size of the landscape area. The Estimated Total Water Use shall not exceed the Maximum Applied Water Allowance. Special Landscape Areas, including recreation areas, areas permanently and solely dedicated to edible plants such as orchards and vegetable gardens, and areas irrigated with reclaimed water are subject to the MAWA with an ETAF not to exceed 1.0. "New construction" means, for the purposes of this ordinance, a new building with a landscape or other new landscape, such as a park, playground, or greenbelt without an associated building.
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"Pervious" means any surface or material that allows the passage of water through the material and into the underlying soil. "Plant factor" or "plant water use factor" is a factor, when multiplied by ETo, estimates the amount of water needed by plants. "Reclaimed water" means treated or recycled waste water of a quality suitable for non-potable uses such as landscape irrigation and water features. This water is not intended for human consumption. "Reference evapotranspiration" or "ETo" means a standard measurement of environmental parameters which affect the water use of plants. ETo is expressed in inches per day, month, or year, and is an estimate of the vapotranspiration of a large field of four- to seven-inch tall, cool-season grass that is well watered. "Special Landscape Area" means an area of the landscape dedicated solely to edible plants, areas irrigated with reclaimed water, water features using reclaimed water and areas dedicated to active play such as parks, sports fields, golf courses, and where turf provides a playing surface. "Turf' means a ground cover surface of mowed grass. "Water feature" means a design element where open water performs an aesthetic or recreational function. Water features include ponds, lakes, waterfalls, fountains, artificial streams, spas, and swimming pools (where water is artificially supplied). The surface area of water features is included in the high water use hydrozone of the landscape area.



SECTION 2. Section 10-2.1203 of Title 10, Chapter 2, Article 12 of the Ojai Municipal Code is amended to read as follows (strikeouts denote deleted language, underlining denotes added language): "Sec. 10-2.1203. Submittal of plans. (a) Concept plans. (l) A concept landscaping plan shall be submitted as part of a land use permit application, except for single-family dwellings not a part of an active subdivision application, in compliance with Article 18 of this chapter; provided, however, that if a precise plan of design is required pursuant to Section 10-2.2007, detailed landscape plans which meet the requirements of subsection (b) of this section shall be submitted as part of the precise plan of design in accordance with Section 10-2.2008(k). (2) The concept landscaping plan shall: (A) Meet the purpose/intent of this article by exhibiting a generalized design layout which adequately demonstrates the proposed
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(b)



landscaping program in terms of location, function, scale, size, theme, and similar attributes; (B) Provide the review authority with a clear understanding of the landscaping program before the preparation of a detailed, comprehensive landscaping plan; (C) Address the functional aspects of landscaping (e.g., drainage, dust abatement, erosion control, fire clearance zones, glare reduction, microclimate zones, and provisions for shade, screening, sound absorption, and wind barriers); (D) Clearly display all trees proposed for removal as well as the size and quantity of all new trees proposed for planting; (E) Be designed in compliance with the purpose and intent, and incorporate the applicable provisions, of the City's adopted landscape guidelines. (F) Be designed consistent with the water efficiency standards of 10-2.1205 when applicable. Detailed landscape plans. (1) Detailed landscape plans shall be prepared as part of the land use permit application by the review authority, except for single-family dwellings not part of an active subdivision application, unless subject to Section 102.1205. Submittal of detailed plans shall be concurrent with any required grading planes) and other documents or reports in compliance with the Department handout for landscape plan requirements; provided, however, that if a precise plan of design is required pursuant to Section 10-2.2007, detailed landscape plans shall be submitted as part of the precise plan of design in accordance with Section 10-2.2008(k). (2) The detailed landscaping plans shall be consistent with the approved concept landscaping plans approved by the applicable review authority. (3) All tree protection provisions and associated tree fencing plans shall be clearly shown on the required grading plans submitted in compliance with subsection (b)(l) above. (4) Detailed Landscapeffig plans for all projects shall be prepared by a licensed landscape architect, or the architect who designed the building project, registered to practice in the State of California, unless the requirement for a licensed landscape architect or architect is waived by the Director based on the size and/or visibility of the proposed landscaping. (5) Detailed landscape plans shall emphasize the use of climate appropriate plant materials whenever and wherever possible. (6) Detailed landscape plans shall be fully-dimensioned and shall include the following: (A) Adjoining streets and sidewalks; (B) Calculation oftotallandscaped area as percentage of total site area; (C) Existing and proposed structures; (D) Hardscape; (E) Irrigation plan; (F) List of plants (common and Latin);
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(G) (H)



Location of plants; Property lines; (I) Size of plants; (1) Water elements; and (K) Other information required by the Director. (7) Plans also subject to Section 10-2.1205 shall include landscape water efficiency plans and calculations consisting of: (A) Hydrozone plan with water budget and estimated water use; and (B) Landscape soil report (c) Certificate ofCompletion For projects subject to Section 10-2.1205, prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the project, the landscape architect or plan preparer shall sign and deliver a Certificate of Completion certifying that the landscaping and irrigation systems have been installed per the approved detailed landscape plans meeting the requirements of Section 10-2.1205.



SECTION 3. Section 10-2.1205 of Title 10, Chapter 2, Article 12 of the Ojai Municipal Code is amended to read as follows (strikeouts denote deleted language, underlining denotes added language): "Sec. 10-2.1205. Water Efficiency Standards. (a) Landscape Water Use Standards. (1) For applicable landscape installation or rehabilitation projects subject to Section 10-2. 1202(b), the estimated applied water use allowed for the landscaped area shall not exceed the MAWA calculated using an ET adjustment factor of 0.7, except for special landscaped areas where the MAWA is calculated using an ET adjustment factor of 1.0; or the design of the landscaped area shall otherwise be shown to be equivalently waterefficient in a manner acceptable to the City. (2) The Maximum Applied Water Allowance shall be calculated using the equation below: MAWA = MAWA =



(ETo) (0.62) [(0.7 x LA) + (0.3 x SLA)] gallons per year



Where: MAWA=



(3)
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Section 10-2. 1202(b) shall be never the less conducted in a manner conforming to the rules and requirements of the water purveyor for the subject property as well as those adopted from time to time by the City of Ojai. (b) The Planning Commission is hereby directed to promulgate and recommend for adoption by the City Council guidelines for compliance of this Section including the content of the water efficiency elements of the detailed landscape plans which shall take into consideration of the requirement of State Law as well as the recommended provisions contained in the California Department of Water Resources Model Ordinance as in effect from time to time. SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the final decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, phrases or portions might be declared invalid or unconstitutional. SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published once, within fifteen (15) calendar days after its passage, in the Ojai Valley News, a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published and circulated in the City, and shall cause a copy of this Ordinance and its certification, together with proof of publication, to be entered in the Book of Ordinances of the City. SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall become effective on the thirty-first (31 st) day after its passage.



CITY OF OJAI, CALIFORNIA



BY~LV Carlon Strobel, Mayor ATTEST:



~~\


Rhonda K. Basore, City Clerk
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA



) )



COUNTY OF VENTURA



) )



CITY OF OJAI



)



I, Rhonda K. Basore, City Clerk of the City of Ojai do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ojai held on April 22, 2014 and adopted at a regular meeting held on May 13,2014 by the following vote: AYES:



Blatz, Clapp, Lara, Smith, Strobel



NOES:



None



ABSTAIN:



None



ABSENT:



None



~~f?~



Rhonda K. Basore City Clerk for the City of Ojai
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