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P2 factors that influence the performance of a website User side factors:



Download speed The download speed can affect the performance of a website because it will cause any media, such as videos and pictures, to either load slowly or possibly not load at all.



PC performance factors Browser Having a well-supported web browser such as Google chrome or Mozilla Firefox will help with website performance because they will have the correct plugins and add-ons such as flash player for videos or java, some websites such as YouTube (https://www.youtube.com) require you to have the add-ons to be able to use some of the interactive features on the website such as games or videos. Cache memory Cache memory helps improve the performance of a website by storing data about websites that are visited frequently, this information can include; user names and passwords. This data can be accessed the webpage is requested increasing the load speed of the website and possibly signing you in. Processor speed The speed of the processor can affect the loading time of a website; a slower processor will have slower loading times because it can’t complete as many calculations per second as that of a faster processor.



Server side factors: Web server capacity Available bandwidth If the server has a high bandwidth it will allow for more views on the site as it is able to send more information at one time to multiple people. If the website server has a low bandwidth it will take a long time for the page to load or stream a video. Executions to be performed before page load This refers to CSS or JavaScript which has to load so that the rest of the content can be loaded and follow the rules set in the CSS. When a webpage has a lot of content such as images and video or possibly even text it will take a long time to load and normally only show a background image.



Number of hits This refers to the number of people on the page sending requests to the server, this can show performance of the website because if there are a lot of people accessing it, it will slow down and if there is too many requests the site will crash.



File types Bitmap Bitmaps can be used on a webpage if you scale the image down to act as a thumbnail as the clarity of the image wouldn’t be lost, even with the smaller image size than a JPEG, the file size is still quite large and therefore will take longer to load on a webpage. Vector Vector images have a small file size compared to a PNG and can be scaled up or down infinitely without losing detail, because of this they will be good on a webpage as they won’t slow down the loading time of the page. MP3 MP3 files are a compressed audio file; because they are compressed they don’t take up a lot of space compared to that of a WAV file, but they do generally have a slightly lower quality of audio compared to that of a WAV file. Because MP3 files are compressed they don’t really affect the performance or loading times of a webpage. WAV WAV files are another type of audio, this time though it is uncompressed and therefore has a better quality however it takes up more space than an MP3 and will therefore affect the performance of a website by making it slower to load.
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