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Mrs. Ficker’s First Grade Handbook



Highland Primary Room 20 Mrs. Ficker



The Star Polisher I have the greatest job in the universe of occupations. What do I do? I’m a “star polisher”. It’s a very important job. If you want to know how important just go out at night and look at the stars twinkling and sparkling. You see, I’m a teacher. The stars are the children in my class. My job is to take them in - in whatever shape they come - and shine and buff them and then send them out to take their places as bright little twinkling beacons in the sky. They come into my room in all shapes and sizes. Sometimes they’re bent, tarnished, dirty, crinkly, and broken. Some stars are cuddly, soft, and sweet. Some stars are prickly and thorny. As I buff, polish, train, and teach my little stars, I tell them that the world cannot do without them. I tell them they can do anything they set their minds to do. I tell them they can be the brightest, shiniest stars in the sky, and the world will be a better place because of them. Each night as I look at the sky, I’m reminded of my very important job and awesome responsibility. I go and get my soft buffing cloth and my bottle of polish in preparation for tomorrow and for my class of little stars. ~Leah Becks Thank you for sharing your little star with me!



Dear Parents, Welcome to First Grade! We are embarking on a thrilling year in which your child will become a true reader. There is not a more exciting endeavor than to learn to read. We will witness more growth in your child during this short year than you can imagine. Your child’s happiness at school is very important to me. I am elated to be your child’s teacher. I am Mrs. Michelle Ficker. My husband, Steve, and I have been married since 1984 and have three children, Steven, Joel, and Rose. My family enjoys swimming, traveling, camping, and boating. Family time is very important to me. My personal hobbies include reading, scrap booking, crafting, sewing, and enjoying the company of family and friends. I have been teaching since 1985 and have taught mostly first grade, but also second grade, Reading Recovery, and remedial reading. I earned my Master’s Degree in 1995. If you ever have questions or concerns, please contact me! The best ways to do so are to send a note in your child’s homework folder, e-mail me at school ([email protected]), or call our school (654-2107) and leave a message (ext. 2030) for me to return at my earliest convenience. Website/Phone System District Websites: www.highlandcusd5.org Highland Primary: hp.highlandcusd5.org Highland Elementary: he.highlandcusd5.org Highland Middle School: ms.highlandcusd5.org Highland High School: hs.highlandcusd5.org Grantfork: gf.highlandcusd5.org Alhambra: ap.highlandcusd5.org Parents have the option to leave teachers a voicemail message on our current phone system. When leaving me a voicemail message, please know that I will check voicemail after dismissal of students each evening. Please do not leave recorded messages that pertain to your child for that same day, especially for transportation changes. Always speak to a secretary for these messages to be sure I receive your message. Thank you! Our Classroom Your child is entering a cooperative, respectful, well-mannered, responsible team in which everyone listens attentively and works together peacefully. My experience has proven that this atmosphere for learning triggers academic success in my first grade children. I believe that room 20 is your child’s classroom in which I am a facilitator. It is not my classroom in which your child merely sits. Your child will easily become comfortable with the routine in our class and at Highland Primary.



Academics Ensuring that your child has an exhilarating year, a thorough foundation in academics, and the confidence to achieve great goals, I teach first grade with determination. Your child’s success is my success. I expect success! Reading/Phonics Your child will experience reading through rich literature, thematic units, Guided Reading, Accelerated Reader, memorized sight words, and a strong foundation in phonics/phonemic awareness. I love to read and to teach reading. I will strive to pass my love on to your child. My reading program will be exciting and challenging to ALL of my children. Your child will practice regular first grade material, but will also have ample experiences with material at individualized levels. Mathematics Your child will experience mathematics through a study of mathematical concepts, problem solving, and consistent drill on the basic, first grade facts. We will use many manipulatives and simple memorization in our study. First graders are expected to memorize the addition and subtraction facts to ten during the school year. Student scores are turned in to Mrs. Korte quarterly. We will work on them daily in room 20; however, practice at home is beneficial. Spelling Your child will have weekly spelling tests consisting of ten spelling words. These ten words are to be memorized for the test each Thursday. A wonderful, free resource for practice is http://www.spellingcity.com/HPFirstGrade . You will find our weekly, HP first grade, spelling units waiting for your child to practice. There are many interactive activities for your child to play with each week’s list of words. I know that spellingcity.com has been a favorite, beneficial resource for many of my students. Language Arts Your child will be learning basic skills in English Grammar as we learn to write in complete sentences to compose narrative, expository, and opinion pieces of writing. First grade children learn to write complete paragraphs. Penmanship Handwriting is a very important tool your child uses to communicate. Proper letter formation is vital to your child’s success; therefore, I expect nice penmanship and teach your child accordingly. If your child needs extra practice, please incorporate such practice into your child’s daily homework. Practicing spelling words is a nice place to get extra penmanship practice.



Backward letters and numbers are common at the beginning of first grade. However, my experience has shown that the longer a child writes letters or numbers incorrectly, the harder it is to correct. So, please help your child at home to overcome such confusions. My experience has shown that nearly all children respond positively to such consistent practice. Your child and I thank you for your support and help. Science, Social Studies, and Health These subjects are all taught through thematic units and are intertwined with the core subjects in first grade. Grading First grade students will receive quarterly, developmental report cards. At the end of the first quarter, we will meet at parent-teacher conferences to discuss your child’s progress. Absences If your child is absent, please call the office to make arrangements to pick up the work that we did that day. Your child will be better able to overcome missed skills if you have helped with the work from the day. It is very important to me that your child knows every day’s skills and subject matter. Library Our class will check out library books every week. Your child may turn in the book as soon as you read it at home, but please be sure it is returned by the end of the week. These books are entirely your child’s choice, so please understand that the selected book may be too hard for your child to read independently. Show and Tell Your child may bring one item for Show and Tell each week on a day to be announced later. Please monitor this choice! Breakable items, collectibles, family treasures, etc. are not good ideas, because school personnel are not responsible for the loss of any item. Please follow the guidelines in the Highland Primary school handbook regarding bringing a family pet. A better alternative to bringing a family pet is to bring in pictures. Art, Music, and PE *We have art once each week. *We have music twice each week. *We have PE twice each week. If your child wears sandals in warm weather, please send socks to be kept in the locker for gym days. Thanks!



Homework Your child will bring home a homework folder every night. It will be our main source of communication, because I check it every morning and you check it every night. I will watch for your notes in this manner, and you can watch for mine. A Ficker-Flash newsletter containing information you will need to know about events in our classroom and in our school will come home nearly every Friday. Beginning a homework routine at home is so very important for your child. This routine will provide your child with a consistent work time, work area, and work ethic. Teach your child organization to promote future success. Please help your child protect school materials from younger siblings and pets. You will be forever thankful that you established such a routine early on in these academic years. In your child’s homework folder you should find: *any work that your child completed in class. This work is to be kept at home. *a stapled behavior chart. This should be kept in the folder. Every day I will sticker your child’s chart if he/she behaved well that day. If your child received three strikes during the day, then a sad face will be on this chart along with a brief note about the negative behaviors. I want you to know if your child earns three strikes in one day. I would also hope that you would discuss the offenses with your child to promote good behavior at school. *a stapled weekly homework sheet. Here you will see our spelling words to practice for the test on Thursday and the weekly sight words to memorize that week. You will also find the daily reading or math assignments for each night. Homework should take no longer than 20 minutes or so. Please contact me if it takes much longer than that. After your child completes this work WITH you, please initial that day’s box. I will check this each morning and reward your child for being so responsible. There will not be any homework on weekends. Lastly, you will see a box for important messages.



Discipline Natural rules and consequences are expected and followed in our class. Our rules are: 1. Be Polite. 2. Be Organized.   3. Be Thoughtful. 4. Be Neat. 5. Be a PeaceBuilder. Our classroom will use a clip chart to monitor behavior. A clip chart is a wonderful tool that allows students to be rewarded for



positive behavior, while discouraging negative behavior. Each student has a clothespin with his/her name on it. Everyone will start on green at the beginning of each day, and clips can be moved up and down throughout the day based on behavior. Your child will color the behavior chart in his/her homework folder daily to inform you of his/her behavior. I believe that every day is a NEW day! Mostly, I expect my children to behave in a responsible manner and I will hold them accountable for their actions. . . both positive and negative. My classroom is FULL of praise and rewards, as these are my focus. Parties Our class will celebrate several holidays. I am looking for parents to plan the games and crafts for the class parties. Please let me know at Back-to-School Night if you are willing to organize a game or craft for one of our parties this year. All parents/guardians are invited to all my parties! Watch my weekly newsletter (Ficker-Flash) a couple weeks before the holiday for information about signing up to attend the upcoming party. At Highland Primary, only parents/guardians who have submitted their names in advance will be allowed to enter the building on party days. This rule is strictly enforced, so please be sure to inform me in advance that you plan to attend a party. Birthdays Your child may bring birthday treats to school for his/her birthday. Please note that the District policy declares that all food items brought from home must be store-bought and individually wrapped. Please ask how many students we have at that time, because this count fluctuates during the year. Please select a “pretend” birthday if your child’s real birthday is during the summer. I try to make this a special day for your child at Highland Primary. Independence Independence is vital to your child’s success in school. Helping your child learn to zip, tie, snap, button, etc. his/her own clothing is important to me. Please establish routines in which your child is responsible for coming to and going home from my classroom independently. Our school policy is that parents wait outside for their children after school. This is very important to eliminate distraction while teachers are making final announcements. Thank you for your cooperation! Technology Our classroom contains one Mac computer and a couple iPads, which will be used mostly for the Accelerated Reader program, literacy and math stations, and RtI. We also have an interactive Promethean board in our classroom, which will be used regularly.



Recycling We have a recycling program at Highland Primary. There are special recycling containers near our building for all your paper recycling. Our school will earn money for your paper recyclables. We also recycle various items such as aluminum can tabs, and eye glasses, which can be sent in any time. Please note that the county is not recycling the milk lids this year. Water Bottles/Snacks I encourage you to send a water bottle to school with your child every day. I do encourage this all year. I also encourage you to send a small, healthy snack for your child to eat during our afternoon break every day. These snacks are optional and are intended for your child to be better able to focus on the lessons during the day. Cooking Throughout the year we might be cooking in the classroom. Please inform me of any food allergies your child may have. Star of the Week Your child will be our Star of the Week during the school year. The Star of the Week will be announced in the Ficker-Flash note and will have the next week to display pictures of the following: family, friends, hobbies, pets, favorite color, favorite food, favorite book, favorite toy, favorite movie, favorite place and favorite thing to do. You might want to gather these pictures as the year progresses.



Most importantly, I will spend each day actively preparing your child for success in life. We will be making memories. You may want to collect your child’s work for safekeeping. The artwork and written stories you will see are most precious. I am excited about our year together and hope that you are, too. Thank you, Mrs. Michelle Ficker
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