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FW: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449 MacLeod, Isla 23 February 2015 14:34 Connolly, Barry Adams, Sheenagh High Attachments: Parliament House disposition.pdf (1 MB) Sent: To: Cc: Importance:



Hello Barry We need to turn this into a BRiX note as this issue is likely to run and having clear sight of the background facts and our position will be useful, if not essential. Cheers Isla



Isla MacLeod Head of Communications Registers of Scotland Meadowbank House T| 0131 200 3975 M | 07824 626450 W| www.ros.QQV.uk twitter| @ReqistersOfScot facebook facebook.com/reQistersofscotland youtube] voutube.com/ReaistersofScotland From: Adams, Sheenagh Sent: 20 February 2015 15:31 To: [email protected] Cc: [email protected]; Kerr, Christopher; Crawley, Andrew; King, John; Egdell, Janet; Simpson, Stevie; MacLeod, Isla Subject: RE: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449 Importance: High



Jan Re this PQ.



I have checked the records on the Land Register ancUhÿjisoosition (copy attached) that triggered registration was granted by Deputy Director of Property and Services Unit of the Scottish Court Service in favour of Scottish Ministers. The transfer was not for value so the transfer could have been recorded in the Sasine Register but a voluntary application was made for registration in the Land Register. It was not an a non domino application.



In processing the application, Scottish Ministers were asked to provide written confirmation that the local authority, the Church of Scotland, Historic Scotland and the Writer to the Signet had no interest in the title and that was confirmed. The Land Register continues to disclose Scottish Minsters as owner of Parliament House and some associated land and buildings, with the exception of the Laigh Hall, which was transferred to the Faculty of Advocates. We understand that there was a transfer to the Scottish Court Service under The https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveiyMailboxD919BA05-46A6-4i5f-80A...
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Transfer of Property etc. (Scottish Court Service) Order 2010. However, our view of this is that SCS still require to complete title in the Land Register in order to become owner. They have not done so. At the moment, they seem to be in broadly the same position as someone holding an unregistered disposition - i.e. they have the potential to become owner and a personal right against the current owner. To my mind the final sentence of the current draft answer is not accurate - but is tricky to rework in a way that does not cut across what the FM said yesterday. I suggest you may want to consider the following:



Draft Answer:



"Scottish Ministers registered their title to Parliament House in the Land Register after consulting, amongst others, the City of Edinburgh Council. The Council stated in writing that it held no right, title or interest in the property and gave its consent to registration. Scottish Ministers subsequently transferred to the Faculty of Advocates title to the Laigh Hall, which was first used as part of the Advocates' Library in the early part of the 18th century. Ownership of the Parliament House complex was transferred to the Scottish Courts Service, an independent public body, by the Transfer of Property etc. (Scottish Court Service) Order 2010." We have also amended the draft background note. Draft background note



"Scottish Ministers registered a title to Parliament House (home of the Court of Session) in the Land Register in 2005 after consulting, amongst others, the City of Edinburgh Council. The Council stated in writing that it held no right, title or interest in the property and gave consent to registration. On that basis, the Keeper completed registration and did not withhold indemnity. The effect of that under the Land Registration (Scotland) Act 1979 was to make Scottish Ministers the owner whether or not supported by the underlying titles. A total of £58 million has been spent by Government/SCS on refurbishment. In 2006, Ministers transferred a title to the interior of the Laigh Hall (which sits beneath Parliament Hall) to the Faculty of Advocates, who have occupied the property since the early 18th Century and are restricted in their title to using it for a library/study purposes. In 2010, Scottish Ministers, by SSI, transferred ownership of Parliament House to the newly-established Scottish Courts Service, an independent body corporate led by the Lord President. It is for the Scottish Courts Service to consider whether to make an application to the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland to have the effect of the Transfer of Property Order reflected in the Land



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A..
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Register.



CEC now assert that the property was part of the Common Good (property donated to it for the benefit of the people of Edinburgh); that Ministers ought not to have registered a title and that the property ought to be returned to the local authority for the benefit of the people of Edinburgh. Title to the property (which comprises a series of interlinked buildings) is complex and it is far from clear that it formed part of the Common Good in its entirety. The issue has attracted media attention in the Edinburgh Evening News and we have received an FOI request for correspondence on the subject freelance journalist, so can expect further press coverage. ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿBland reformer and campaigner, is pursuing the matter in his blog. The matter was raised by Alison Johnstone, MSP (Green Party and constituency MSP) at FMQs this week and she has written to Minsters seeking further information. CEC plan to consider a motion on 24 February seeking agreement that the local authority should raise the matter with the Permanent Secretary."



In terms of the options that are open to CEC, they could apply to me for rectification of the Land Register. 1 would refuse on the basis that there is a proprietor in possession who is not prepared to hand over the property. They could then appeal to the Scottish Lands Tribunal. They would consider the possession issue (which is clear cut) and whether there had been any fraud or carelessness (again clear cut) so the findings would go against CEC. There is no 10-year prescriptive period issue as it was a voluntary registration and Scottish Ministers had full indemnity from the date of registration. I hope this is helpful.



Sheenagh Adams Keeper of the Registers of Scotland Meadowbank House 153 London Road Edinburgh EH8 7AU



Tel. 0131 659 6111 www.ros.gov.uk From: [email protected] rmailto:[email protected],ukl Sent: 20 February 2015 14:09



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A...
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To: Adams, Sheenagh Cc: [email protected]



Subject: FW: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449



Jan Just sending to Sheenagh, from speaking to Sheenagh, I don't believe the Scottish court service has ever registered title, this may therefor still sit with Scottish. Ministers so you need to finesse wording. S From: Marshall J (Jan) Sent: 20 February 2015 14:02 To: Andrew JA (Anthony); Peddie B (Brian); McCorquodale K (Kay); Pathirana S (Stephen); Cackette PH (Paul); Director of Justice; McKay D (Denise); McFarlane J (John); McCorquodale K (Kay) Cc: Nicholson C (Chris); Bruce E (Ewan) Subject: FW: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449



Colleagues (please forward to anyone I may have missed from the copy list)



I have been allocated the following PQ. I attach a draft response (which I have kept factual) and background note. Comments please asap. Deadline Is Monday. Jan



PQ: How Parliament House came to be in its ownership and that of the Faculty of Advocates, and what role the City of Edinburgh Council played in that process.



Draft reply The Scottish Government registered a title to Parliament House in the Land Register after consulting, amongst others, City of Edinburgh Council. The Council stated in writing that it held no right, title or interest in the property and gave its consent to registration. The Scottish Government subsequently transferred to the Faculty of Advocates a title to the Laigh Hall which was first used as part of the Advocates' Library in the early part of the 18th century. The Parliament House complex Is currently owned by the Scottish Courts Service, an independent public body.



Draft background note Scottish Ministers registered a title to Parliament House (home of the Court of Session) in the Land Register in 2005 after consulting, amongst others, the City of Edinburgh Council. The Council stated in writing that it held no right, title or interest in the property and gave consent to registration. On that basis, the Keeper granted an indemnity which gave Ministers a good title and a total of £58 million has been spent by Government/SCS on refurbishment. In 2006, Ministers transferred a title to the interior of the Laigh Hall (which sits beneath Parliament Hall) to the Faculty of Advocates who have occupied the property since the early 18th Century and are restricted in their title to using it for a library/study purposes. In 2010 Ministers, by SSI, transferred the title to Parliament House to the newly established Scottish Courts Service an independent body corporate led by the Lord President. Ministers no longer have any right, title or interest in the property. CEC now assert that the property was part of the Common Good (property donated to it for the benefit of the people of Edinburgh); that Ministers ought not to have registered a title and that the property ought to be returned to the local authority for the benefit of the people of Edinburgh.



https://emaiLros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A..
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Title to the property (which comprises a series of interlinked buildings) is complex and it is far from clear that it formed part of the Common Good in its entirety. The issue has attracted media attention in the Edinburgh Evening News and we have received an FOI request for correspondence on the subject from freelance journalist, so can expect further press coverage. land reformed and campaigner, is pursuing the matter in his blog. The matter was raised by Alison Johnstone, MSP (Green Party and constituency MSP) at FMQs this week and she has written to Minsters seeking further information. CEC plan to consider a motion on 24 February seeking agreement that the local authority should raise the matter with the Permanent Secretary. At FMQs the FM was asked by Alison Johnstone, MSP:-



It transpired this week that the 17th century old Parliament hall in Edinburgh was transferred from the collective ownership of my constituents to Scottish Ministers without knowledge or recompense to the Common Good Fund. The City of Edinburgh Council failed in its role as steward of the fund, but is now seeking to resolve the situation. Can the First Minister assure my constituents that any requests from the Council to restore ownership of that common good asset to the council will be considered seriously and favourably?



The FM replied:The Scottish Government's position is that title to Parliament Hall was taken by Scottish Ministers in good faith and that was done with full consent of the council. The Scottish Courts Service and the Faculty of Advocates, therefore , have now got good title to that property. Of course, I am more than happy to ask the relevant Minister, Marco Biagi, to meet and discuss with the City of Edinburgh Council, but as far as I can see, there is no fault here on the part of the Scottish Government. Further, of course, title has since passed on, so it may very well be that there is no easy solution to the issue of restoring title to the City of Edinburgh Council. I think that any questions on how the situation has arisen



...



Original Message From: Bain C (Chris) On Behalf Of DG Learning & Justice Sent: 18 February 2015 13:08 To: Marshall J (Jan) Cc: Director of Justice Subject: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449



Hi Jan - sending this on to you on the back of the FMQ info I received yesterday. Let me know if this is not for you and I can move it on. Thanks



Chris A PQ, reference S4W-24449 has been allocated to you as lead action officer. This PQ may be reached by clicking on the link below.



Your PQTracker Home Page is at:-



http://sh49edwa/PQT2/userpage/index.aspx



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A...
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FW: PQ Allocation: S4W-24449 The user guidance for the PQ. Tracker system may be found here:-



http://sh49edwa/PQT2/Docs/PQTrackerGuidance.aspx MSP: Alison Johnstone (Scottish Green Party) (Lothian)



Due at MPO: Mon 23 Feb 2015



Question Text: how Parliament House came to be in its ownership and that of the Faculty of Advocates, and what role the City of Edinburgh Council played in that process. The user guidance for the PQ Tracker system may be found here:-



http://sh49edwa/PQT2/Docs/PQTrackerGuidance.aspx



********************************************************************** transmitted with it) is This e-mail (and any files or other



intended attachments Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, solely for the attention of the addressee(s) copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.



.



Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government



.



Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan cdmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchdainmichte a-mhain. Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an doigh sam bith, a' toirt a-steach coraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma 's e is gun d' fhuair sibh seo le gun fhiosd' , bu choir cur &s dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh, leig fios chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun d&il.



Dh' fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlaradh neo air a sgrudadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-eifeachdach neo



airson adhbhar laghail eile. Dh' fhaodadh nach eil beachdan anns a' phost-d seo coionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.



********************************************************************** The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email has been certified virus free. Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal puiposes.



Email secured by Check Point Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email?
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RE: PQ Allocation; S4W-24449 [email protected],gov.uk Sent 20 February 2015 15:46 To: Mams, Sbeenagh cti stephenPathiranagseoUandiisl.so'/.ufc; Kerr, Christopher; Crawtey, Andrew; Knp,John; CpdeD, Janet; Simpson, Stwie; Macltod, Ida



Sheenagh



Tfiank ycru and the team for taking time over Ihts. Very much appreciated. Good to get confirmation that it was a voluntary registration whkh, If Ihave understood, means that there is no 10window (from the date of registering the title) within to challenge It. Grateful also for the revised wording. Jan



I



RE: Parliament House-.



enquiry



Page 4 of 4



Barry



/ Customer Communications Manager / Registers of Scotland e-mail: barry.connolly0ros.gov.uk / wwv-7.ros.qov.uk Tel: 0131 528 3792/ Mob: 07920722788 Join us on Twitter, Facebook, and Linkedin Sign up for The RoS Monthly Customer



Barry Connolly



eNewsletter here



-----



Original Message From : Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 12:23 PM To: Keegan, Charles Subject: Parliament House Charles, I know you are not the person to deal with this but Iwould be grateful if you could pas it on to the person who is. Iwrite a blog yesterday about Parliament House.



Iwould like to know why the Keeper did not withhold indemnity from the Parliament House part of the Title MID83631 since there were no prior titles demonstrating ownership by Scottish Ministers.



My alternatives to pursuing this are via Freedom of Information etc but Ithough it best to perhaps open a dialogue directly about this now. The matter will be raised in Parliament shortly.



best wishes



Email secured by Check Point P Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email?



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A..
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enquiry



RE: Parliament



enquiry



[email protected] Sent;



To: Cc:



17 February 2015 17:18 Adams, Sheenagh Connolly, Barry; King, John; Frew, Richard; Crawley, Andrew; Egdell, Janet; [email protected]; [email protected]



Thanks Sheenagh. Quite a straightforward one for RoS Iwould have thought. is making inquiries too.



-----



Jan



Original Message From: Adams, Sheenagh [mailto : Sheenaqh .Adams @ ros gov. ukl Sent: 17 February 2015 17:08 To: Marshall J (Jan) Cc: Connolly, Barry; King, John; Frew, Richard; Crawley, Andrew; Egdell, Janet Subject: FW: Parliament House-Andy Wightman enquiry



.



Jan To see.



Ihave asked Barry (from our Comms team) to liaise with SG Comms so we don't contradict any lines you have agreed. We will answer with a straight explanation of the legal position and will let you have a copy.



Sheenagh Sheenagh Adams Keeper of the Registers of Scotland Meadowbank House 153 London Road



Edinburgh EH8 7AU



Tel. 0131 659 6111



----.



.



.



www ros gov uk



Original Message From: Connolly, Barry Sent: 17 February 2015 16:59 To: Adams, Sheenagh; King, John; Egdell, Janet Cc: MacLeod, Isla; Alexander, Karen; [email protected]



Subject: Parliament



House-.ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ| enquiry



Hello Charles has asked me to follow this up before we submit a response to Iwill be speaking with colleagues in registration and legal and hope to provide an update tomorrow.



Regards Barry Barry Connolly / Customer Communications Manager / Registers of Scotland e-mail: [email protected] / www ros gov uk Tel: 0131 528 3792/ Mob: 07920722788



.



.



.



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A...
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RE: Parliament house - Fol request Adams, Sheenagh Sent: 18 May 2016 15:14 To: [email protected] Cc: Martin, Gillian



Kay Thanks.



Sheenagh Adams Keeper of the Registers of Scotland Meadowbank House 153 London Road Edinburgh EH8 7AU Tel. 0131 659 6111



website twitter facebook youtube



www.ros.gov.uk @RegistersOfScot facebook.com/registersofscotland voutube.com/RegistersofScotland



From: [email protected] [mailto:[email protected]] Sent: 18 May 2016 15:41 To: Adams, Sheenagh Subject: Parliament house - Fol request



Dear Sheenagh We have received a freedom of information request from a journalist, Mr the ownership of Parliament House in which seeks



in relation to



"information contained in documents, meetings communications and discussions between the Scottish Government, Scottish Court Service Judicial Office, Lord President, Faculty of Advocates, Law Society of Scotland, Scottish Ministers, Edinburgh City Council and others from 17 February 2015 to the date of this FOI request relating to the titles of Parliament House and any matters relating to transfer of ownership of Parliament House and any steps or discussions relating to any recovery of the titles to Parliament House." As a matter of courtesy I am contacting you to let you know that In response to that request we intend to release a redacted copy of the e mail sent by you to Jan Marshall of 20 February 2015. 1 attach a copy for your information.



Kind regards



https://email.ros.gov.uk/owa/MsExchDiscoveryMailboxD919BA05-46A6-415f-80A...
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Kay Kay McCorquodale Head of Courts, Judicial Appointments Policy & Central Authority Team Civil Law and Legal System Division | Justice Directorate



St Andrews House | Area 6W15 | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH13DG Tel: 0131 244 4823; Blackberry 07557481062



********************************************************************** .



This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the addressee (s) Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.



Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.



Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan comhla ris) dhan neach neo luchdainmichte a-mhain. Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an ddigh sam bith, a' toirt a-steach coraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma 's e is gun d7 fhuair sibh seo le gun fhiosd' , bu choir cur as dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh, leig fios chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun d&il



.



Dh7 fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlaradh neo air a sgrudadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-eifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile. Dh7 fhaodadh nach eil beachdan anns a7 phost-d seo coionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.



********************************************** ************************ ÿ Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email?
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Connolly, Barry



Thank you.



On 18 Feb 2015, at 18:45, Connolly, Barry wrote: Dear



Further to your email to Charles Keegan, please find below the official response from Registers of Scotland regarding your query.



'When the first registration application was presented the Keeper undertook a detailed examination of the prior titles. As one might expect with such property the Sasine titles were mostly old and contained fairly vague common law descriptions. Notwithstanding the evidence of title that was presented in support of Scottish Ministers, we sought additional assurances In respect of a small number of other bodies who may also have been able to demonstrate an interest to the area in question - this enquiry reflected the historic nature of the evidence of title that was presented. That included Edinburgh City Council. We asked Scottish Ministers, as applicant, to confirm the position in relation to these other bodies. All of the bodies Identified confirmed they had no right title or interest to the area in question. Accordingly, we considered an exclusion of indemnity was not required."



Should you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact us.



Kind regards Barry Connolly



Barry Connolly / Customer Communications Manager / Registers of Scotland e-mail: [email protected] / www.ros.aov.uk Tel: 0131 528 3792/ Mob:07920722788 Join us on Twitter. Facebook. and Linkedin Sign up for The RoS Monthly Customer eNewsletter here
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SCS Ruane, Catherine Sent: 11 March 2015 16:37 To: Frew, Richard



Hi Richard



I'm back!!! I've just had a call from Linda Wright at SCS. Parliament House is on the Land Register under the Scottish Ministers, however, strictly speaking it belongs to the Scottish Courts. Linda wants to know if she should change this. My initial thought is to leave it as it is at the moment & concentrate on moving Sasines properties on to the LR, however, Linda is thinking about the true intention of the LRC so that everyone knows who owns



Scotland. Of course, she can do a dealing to change the name & would need to pay the full registration fee. Obviously I don't really want to advise her one way or another - the decision is hers, but do you have any comments?



Cheers



Cath Cath Ruane |Account Manager [Registers of Scotland] D0131 528 3830 - 07917 264 312 [email protected]



|B www.ros.qov.uk



Join us on Twitter. Facebook. and Linkedin RoS Customer eNewsletter



Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email?
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Re: SCS Frew, Richard Sent: 11March 2015 19:03 To: Ruane, Catherine Cc: Keegan, Charles



Hi Cath, thanks for your e-mail and welcome back. Hope you enjoyed the conference and your cold's better.



Parliament House is outwith our project as it's already on the LR and I agree that it is for them to decide whether or not to change details on the Register. However, to be helpful, I think we simply recognise her position and acknowledge the sensitivities then suggest that RoS would always encourage accuracy of information on the Register. That way, we're setting out the Keeper's position rather than telling her what to do. This is a sensitive issue so I've copied this to Charles in case he wants to add anything. Also, I'm not sure if there's a duty on the Keeper to require known innacuracies to be rectified - Charles, can you help? Hope this is helpful, Richard.



From: Ruane, Catherine Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 04:37 PM To: Frew, Richard Subject: SCS Hi Richard



I'm backll! I've just had a call from Linda Wright at SCS. Parliament House is on the Land Register under the Scottish Ministers, however, strictly speaking it belongs to the Scottish Courts. Linda wants to know if she should change this. My initial thought is to leave it as it is at the moment & concentrate on moving Sasines properties on to the LR, however, Linda is thinking about the true intention of the LRC so that everyone knows who owns Scotland.



Of course, she can do a dealing to change the name & would need to pay the full registration fee. Obviously I don't really want to advise her one way or another - the decision is hers, but do you have any comments?



Cheers



Cath Cath Ruane|Account Manager| Registers of Scotlandp0131 528 3830 - 07917 264 312|ÿ [email protected]



|H www.ros.qov.uk



Join us on Twitter. Facebook. and Unkedin RoS Customer eNewsletter



Please consider the environment • do you really need to print this email?
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RE: Parliament House



RE: Parliament House Professor Robert Rennie [[email protected]] Sent: 23 June 2015 14:16 Meantey, Sarah



To:



Thanks Sarah.IIwill wail lill Chris returns



Professor Robert Rennie Partner Tel: +44 (0)141 227 9370 Fax: +44 (0)141 229 7370



Harper Macleod LLP



The Catforo 45 Gordon Street Glasgow Gt 3PE vrwwharpermadeod.co.uk



From: Meanley, Sarah (mailto:[email protected]] Sent: 23 June 2015 14:15 To: Professor Robert Rennie Subject: Parliament House Dear Professor Rennie, Thank you for the voice mail you left for me earlier today, In which you enquired about any view the Keeper may have taken on the registered title to Parliament House (MID83631). We have been made aware of the doubts that some people have about the terms of thfs title. Thus far, Ihave not been directly involved in addressing these doubts, although I am aware that my colleague Chris Kerr has looked at this (to what extent, fm not sure). Unfortunately, he is currently out of the office, but will return on Monday 29 June, lean certainly follow up your enquiry with him next week, if that suits?



Kind regards, Sarah Sarah Meanley | Policy Unit |8 0131 659 6111 ext. 3179 | P, Registers of Scotland |



sarah,[email protected]



PPlease consider the errnronmenl • do you redly need to print this emaf?
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. Unauthor.
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Parliament House Meanley, Sarah Sent: 23 June 2015 14:15 To: [email protected]



Dear Professor Rennie,



Thank you for the voicemail you left for me earlier today, in which you enquired about any view the Keeper may have taken on the registered title to Parliament House (MID83631). We have been made aware of the doubts that some people have about the terms of this title. Thus far, I have not been directly involved in addressing these doubts, although I am aware that my colleague Chris Kerr has looked at this (to what extent, I'm not sure). Unfortunately, he is currently out of the office, but will return on Monday 29 June. I can certainly follow up your enquiry with him next week, if that suits?



Kind regards, Sarah Sarah Meanley | Policy Unit 1 ® 0131 659 6111 ext. 3179 | S Registers of Scotland | ÿ [email protected]



httns7/emai1 rns 
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RE: Parliament House
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RE; Parliament House



Duncan, Sarah Sent: 06 July 2015 10:10 To: WJsw, Balne



Cc: Lesfie, Graham



A disposition which is granted in breach of common good may be void, that is, Ills Ineffective at the date of registration and renders the register inaccurate. Ido not know on what basis they applied for rectification but if Ihere Uectuallya statute ryllnk/mldcouple of somesortln favour of the Scottish Courts andTribunals Service from Scottish Ministers, then thiswould mean that a notice of title isthe correct route. Otherwise the/ might need to have the deed declared void and request reclificatlon on the back of that. What evidence did they submit? From: Wilson, Balne Sent: 03 July 2015 15:45 To: Duncan, Sarah Subject; RE: Parliament House



HiSarah,



,



[hope you had a good holiday and made the most of this great weather. It might interest you but we had an application to rectify MID83631- Parliament House. It wase request to change the proprietor from the Scottish Ministers to the Scottish Courts



andTribunals Service. We advised them tosubmlt a Notice of Title. Resolution? Regards,



Elaine From: Duncan, Sarah Sent: 04 March 20150B:43 To: Leslie, Graham; Wilson, Elaine Subject: Parliament House



There Is an article belowin the email from Scottish Legal News re a council building transferred In error to Scottish Government* this Is Parliament House opposite St Giles and It Is Just possible you might havean enquiry about the accuracy of the land register as 1believe this Is a registered title.



If It is registered you mlghtwant to mention to Anne- It looks as If they are trying to resolve this voluntarily but It may be that they might try to claim an inaccuracy on the basis that the council could not grant a valid title as itwas common good land. Sarah



bb



70> REGISTERS OF SCOTLAND



Executive Agency Information about Scotland's land & properly



Reply to



Edinburgh Office 153 London Road, Edinburgh



Department



Intake/Dealings Section



Contact



Kevin Murphy 0131 659 6111 ext 3201 0131 479 3678 DX555401, Edinburgh 15 LP 65, Edinburgh 5



Shepher + Wedderburn DX553049 Edinburgh 18



Telephone:



Fax:



Our Ref: MBH INTAKE/ DC6 Your Ref: F0383.40/DAS



LR Intake



Date:



17 January, 2006



Dear Sire, Title Number:



NI1D836.31



Applicants:



Subjects: ( regret that I cannot at present accept the enclosed app)ication(s) for registration in the Land Register for the reason(s) stated below.



Please state a Consideration or Value for this application. Please note that additional checks will be made as part of the Registration process, and that further requisitions may be necessary. Please enclose a copy of this letter when returning your application.



Yours faithfully



For Keeper of the Registers of Scotland



-



Cheques Enclosed £22



Meadowbank House 1 53 London Road Edinburgh EH8 7AU nu 0131 659 61 11 f«: 0131 479 3689 fhwi: [email protected]



wis-, www.ros.gov.uk



150 51. Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5UU 306 4400 FAX: 0141 306 4419



Tel: 0141



nraioa w rttHi



dt SHEPHERDfWEDDERBURN



OUR REF F0382.40/DAS YOUR REF



19 January 2006



Kevin Murphy Esq Registers of Scotland Executive Agency DX 555401 Edinburgh -15



Dear Mr Murphy



_



Title Number MID 83631 Applicants: Trustee for the Faculty of Advocates Lalgh Hall, Parliament House, Edinburgh I refer to our telephone conversation this morning when we discussed the application which we had submitted for registration of the interest of the Faculty of Advocates in the Laigh Hall at Parliament House, which application had been "bounced" by the Registers of Scotland on the basis that we required to state a consideration or value for the application.



As agreed, I now return all the papers Including the letter from the Registers of Scotland dated 17 January 2006. The Disposition by The Scottish Ministers is stated to be for no consideration, and as I indicated to you In the course of our telephone conversation, the position with regard to the Laigh Hall is that the Faculty of Advocates has occupied the Laigh Hall for approximately 150 years, and the records of the Faculty indicate that although the Faculty did not have a recorded title to the Laigh Hall, the Senior Officer Bearers of the Faculty in the Nineteenth Century were of the opinion that the Faculty had "undoubted title" to the Laigh Hall. Parliament House Is in the course of being redeveloped by The Scottish Court Service, and in the course of the redevelopment it became clear to all concerned that The Scottish Ministers did not have a registered title to the whole of Parliament House and it was agreed in the course of discussions between The Scottish Court Service and the Faculty that The Scottish Ministers would register a title to the entire building and they would then grant the Faculty a Disposition of the Laigh Hall in order to regularise the de facto position which has applied since the mid Nineteenth Century.



In the hope that this explanation will be sufficient for your purposes, I look forward to hearing from you with a receipted Form 4 and confirmation that the Registers of Scotland will now process the Faculty's application for registration of its interest on the back of the application which was recently submitted on behalf of The Scottish Ministers in relation to the whole of Parliament House. Yours sincerely



David A Smith [email protected] DL: 0131-473 5292



Encs GLASGOW EDINBURGH SALTIRE COURT 20 CASTLE TERRACE 15S ST VINCENT STREET G2 5NR GLASGOW EK12ET EDINBURGH DX GW409 GLASGOW DX 553049 EOlNBURGH-19 T: 0141 566 $900 F:0141 5651222 T: 0131 229 8800 F: 0131 229 1222



LONDON 12 ARTHUR STREET LONDON EC4R OAS DX 9B945 CHEAPSIDE 2 T:020 7 763 3200 F:02O 7763 3250



wyyw.shepwedd.co.uk A tsl of allthe partners of Staged and Weddertum b inattained at eeth olthe etove addresses end may bo Inspected duriry effice hoces Shepherd and Wedderbum Is authorised and leptfated by the RnancU Servtes AUhcffly



ABEROEEN 9 GOLDEN SQUARE ABERDEEN AB101RB DXAB44 ABEROEEN T; 01224 343555 F: 01224 343545
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'06 tfED 11:10 FAX 0131 228 1222
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SHEPHERD & W/BURN RE6ISTERS OF SCOTLAND



Executive Agency



\/*J



Information about Sculfond'-j fond $ p.'OpCily



Shepherd & Wedderburn



DX553049 Edinburgh 18



Our Ref: Gavin Peterkin Your Ref: F03B3.40/DAS



MAR 2006



Reply to



Edinburgh Office



Department



MBH2 • Gavtn Peterkin



Contact



Ta/ep/jqne;0131 659 6111 Ext. 3264 Fax: 0131 2003931 Email: [email protected] DX 555400, Edinburgh 15 / LP 54, Edinburgh 5



Date: 22 February, 2008



3 Dear Sirs,



Title Number:



MID83631



Applicants;



The HonourableThe Faculty of Advocates Edinburgh



Subjects:



Laigh Hall, Edinburgh



I write with reference to the above application for registration in favour of the



Applicants. The Disposition contains new real burdens and conforms to the terms oF section 4(2) of the Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003. However, the deed has not been submitted for dual registration in terms of sections 4(5) and 120 of the said Act and so registration cannot proceed. i •



I should therefore be grateful if you would submit directly to me a Form 2, Form 4 and registration fee of £22.00 in respect of .the benefited property. On receipt of the appropriate forms,- the application under Title No. MID86309 will be cancelled and the dual registration application will be represented simultaneously, in compliance with section 120. A new title number will be allocated and you will be informed of both it and the new application date in the normal manner. Mcadowbank House 155 London Road Edinburgh EH3 7AU ttt. 0131 039 6111 faxj 0131 479 eamil



368B k'[email protected] wes: wuvwrosgcrÿuk



150 St. Vincent 5lfteL Clejgow C2 5UU 0141 306 4400 FAX: 0141 305 4410



Tils



*v»'V,



-. 29/03



'00 WED 11:10 FAX 0131 22S 1222



SHEPHERD & W/BDRN



If the Forms and fee are not received within 60 days your application will be



cancelled in the normal way and the documents returned to you for representing in terms of section 4(5) and 120 of said Act.



Yours faithfully



for Keeper of the Register of Scotland



©003



WED 11:10 FAX 0131 223 1222



;::.20/O3 '06



©001



SHEPHERD & H'/BllRN



a



SHEPHERO WEDDE.RBURN ,



fax 29 March 2006



To:



| Gavin Peterkin



Pages:



Firm: | Registers of Scotland



£



Fax No: I 479 3688



From:. David A Smith DL: 0131-473 5292



e:



[email protected]



If this fax is not complete, or you receive it in error, please contact Samantha Gorman on 0131-473 5130. The Information contained In this fa* Is privileged and confidential, Intended only for the use of the recipients) namedabove.



i-FILE REFERENCE:



F0382.40/DAS



The Faculty of Advocates Laigh Hall, Edinburgh Title Number MID83631 & MJD86039



O






ÿ



I attach a copy of your letter which is dated 22 February 2008, but which reached us here this morning. Was the letter incorrectly dated, or has it really taken 5 weeks to reach us?



-



I have asked the solicitor to the Scottish Executive to let me have Forms 2 and 4 and a cheque for £22 as my understanding is that Parliament House registered under Title Number MID83631 is the Benefited Property end the relevant Forms should be completed on behalf of the Scottish Ministers.



Whilst \ have.no reason to believe that there will be any delay in the completion of the forms, cart Iplease have ah assurance from you that the 60 day period will run from today's date (when we received your letter) and not from 22 February 2006, being the date stated at the top of your letter.



Your early response to this fax would be appreciated. Yours sincere!)



David A Smith



3



EDINBURGH



SALTIRE COURT »CA9TLE TGRRACE E01NBURCH 6H1 2£T



OX 653049 EOINBURGH'10 7:0131726 6900 F:C13l2ZS 1222



vww.shepwedd couV. AGtitftriMpafl'wererwÿnniandWoHwtonibnftins'r.aistuwjbonadJfiiva'difiryM'rkKttfMtfÿVCtnfvnoin At#ttrtyU


VEO'iKffWCWKUWJWRCPtRrwaiWOJK VJf *XTOQ»\N FETEKKLSlIWKftiDfci OX SG
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-



A jft SHEPHERCH-WEDDERBURN



OURREF F0382.40/DAS YOUR REF Gavin Peterkln



4 May 2006



The Keeper of the Registers of Scotland DX 555400 Edinburgh - 15



Dear Sir The Honourable the Faculty of Advocates Title Number MID83631 Laigh Hall, Edinburgh



We refer to our letter of 7 April enclosing Forms 2 and 4 and a cheque for £22 to enable the real burdens to be registered in respect of Title Number MID83631 as requested In your letter of 22 Aÿil2006. That letter indicated that a new Title Number would be allocated and that we would be Informed of both It and the new application date in the normal manner. We do not appear to have received any communication from you since our letter of 7 April, and we should be grateful if you would please clarify where matters rnntly stand with regard to this application.



ms



[email protected] DL: 0131-473 5292



EDINBURGH



GLASGOW



SALTIRE COURT 20 CASTLE TERRACE 155 ST VINCENT STREET GLASGOW G2 5NR EOINBURGH EH12ET OX GW409 GLASGOW OX 653049 EDINBURGH-IB 7:0141 565 9900 F: 0141 565 1222 T: 0131 229 8900 F:0131 228 1222



LONDON 12ARTHURSTREET LONDON EC4R9AB ÿ X 98945 CHEAPSIOE 2 7:0207763 3200 R 020 7763 3250



ABERDEEN 9 GOLDEN SQUARE ABERDEEN AB101RB



DXAB44 ABERDEEN T:01224 343555 F: 01224 343545
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2ÿ



Shepherd Wedderburn



Solicitors DX553049



Edinburgh 18



Reply to Department



Edinburgh office MBH2 Complex



Lesley Cann Contact Telephone 0131 659 6111Ext 3161 DX555400, Edlnburgh15/LP~54 EDIN-5



Date



8 May 2006



Our Ref: MID86039/TP/LC Your Ref: F0382.40/DAS Dear Sirs,



Title Number: MID86039 Subjects: Laigh Hall, Edinburgh Application Number: 06MID02596 Irefer to your letter dated 4 May 2006 regarding the above subjects and confirm that the title number and application date remain unchanged. Itrust this clarifies the situation and apologise for any inconvenience caused.



If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.



Yours faithfully



Lesley Cann



Registration Officer



4M



dt SHEPHERDf WEDDERBURN



OUR REF F0382.40/DAS



VOURREF M!D86039/TP/i.C



9 May 2006



The Registration Officer Registers of Scotland DX 555400 Edinburgh - 15



Dear Madam The Faculty of Advocates Subjects: Lalgh Hall, Edinburgh Title Number: MID86039 Application No: 06M1D02598



i



-TW ~



„



.



„



We thank you for your letter of 6 May confirming that the Title Number and application date remain



unchanged. We had rather thought from |BH|Hletter of 22 February that the application was to be cancelled, but we are delighted to learn thanReonglna application still stands.



You/yfaithfully



[email protected] DL: 0131-473 5292



EDINBURGH SAUtRE COURT 20 CASTLETERRACE EDINBURGH EH1 2ET DX 6 $3046 EOINBURGH-18 T; 0131 228 6900 F; 0131 228 1222



LONDON



GLASGOW 156 ST VINCENT STREET GLASGOW G2 5NR DX 6W409 GLASGOW T: 014 1569 9900 F: 0141 665 1222



12 ARTHUR STREET LONDON EC4R9AB OX 96945 CHEAPStOE 2 T: 020 7763 3200 F: 020 7763 3260



ABERDEEN 4 GOLDEN SQUARE ABERDEEN AB101RB OX A 644 ABERDEEN T: 01224 343555 F: 01224 343545



www.sbepwedd.co.uk
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office hours
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V,



rScottish Executive OSSE Victoria Quay DX557000 Edinburgh - 20



Reply to Department Contact Telephone: Fax:



Edinburgh office



Email:



[email protected]



MBH 2 Derek Hand 0131 528 3832 (DD) 0131 200 3931



DX 555400, Edinburgh 15 / LP 54, Edinburgh 5



Our Ref; MID83631 / DHAND / FR Your Ref: QGD 112/25/CW



Date:



12th April 2006



Dear Sir, Title Number: Applicants: Subjects:



MID83631 SCOTTISH MINISTERS VICTORIA QUAY, LEITH DOCKS, EDINBURGH. Parliament House. HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH.



I refer to your recent voluntary registration in respect of the above subjects and enclose herewith a copy of the plan annexed to the Disposition in favour of the Scottish Ministers and a copy of a Disposition by Secretary of State For The Environment in favour of The Society of Solicitors of the Supreme Courts of Scotland recorded GRS (Midlothian) 2 Sept 1997. In accepting this voluntary registration the Keeper must establish whether any other Party has any interest to any part of the land you are seeking to register. Given the vague descriptions in the historical title deeds, part of this application could be considered a non domino.



With regard to the extent of the subjects you are seeking to register, the area coloured brown on the plan appears to fall within the occupied extent of Parliament Square and I would suggest that this area should be included within the registered extent. With regard to the area coloured blue, this is the statue of Charles II to which the legal position is unclear. From the information Ihave gathered it would appear that the statue is maintained by Parliament House and that they believe that it is within their ownership.



To protect the Keepers position Iwould be most grateful if you could obtain written consent from the following Parties to confirm that they have no right, title or interest to any part of the land you are seeking to register; Writer to the Signet Historic Scotland Church of Scotland Local Authority



L999



Finally, the enclosed Disposition in favour of The Society of Solicitors of the Supreme Courts of Scotland of the bridge linking Parliament House to the Solicitor's Building is somewhat ambiguous and you may wish to consider if the verbal description contained within the Disposition accurately reflects the position on the ground, as this area will be excepted from the subjects you are seeking to register.



Idraw your attention to the terms of Rule 12 of the Land Registration (Scotland) Rules 1980. If you do not comply within 60 days hereof, the Keeper will either complete registration subject to any appropriate exclusion of indemnity or qualifying note, or will cancel the application with the appropriate cancellation fee being charged. If your application is cancelled by reason of failure to comply with this requisition, you should note that in terms of Part 1 (3) h (iii) of "The Fees in the Registers of Scotland Order 1995" a charge of £44 or half of the appropriate registration fee which would have been applied if the application had not been cancelled, whichever is the greater, will be charged.



Yours faithfully



Derek Hand for Keeper of the Registers of Scotland



SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20



Derek Hand Keeper of the Registers of Scotland DX 555400



Telephone: 0131-244 0582 Fax:0131-244 0504



EDINBURGH



[email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk



Your reft MID83631/D HAND/FR Ourref: QCD1I2/25/CW 26 April 2006



Dear Sir



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO: MID83631



Thank you for your letter of 12 April in connection with the recent application for voluntary registration in respect of the above subjects. Ihave written to the four parties specified in the fourth paragraph of your letter requesting their written consent to the registration and confirmation that they have no right, title or interest in any part of the land we are seeking to register.



With regard to the other matters raised in your letter, Iam arranging to meet with a representative from the Scottish Court Service and will revert to you as regards the area coloured brown on the plan and the Disposition of the bridge linking Parliament House to the Solicitors' building. Yours faithfully



CATHERINE WILSON



Ltr-Hand'26.4.06 >0143)1 bV.



Ml



y.tj



i.l



SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services



Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive Derek Hand Registers of Scotland



DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ. Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20 Telephone: 0131-244 0582 Fax: 0131-244 0504



[email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk Your ref: MID83631/D Hand/FR. Ourref: QGD112/25/CW



12 May 2006



Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO: MID83631 Irefer to your letter of 12 April and to my reply of 26 April. Ienclose copies of letters from the Church of Scotland, Historic Scotland and City of Edinburgh Council confirming that they have no claim to any right, title or interest in the land we are seeking to register and do not object to our application on behalf of Scottish Ministers. Ihave not yet received a response from the W.S Society. As advised during our telephone conversation this morning, Ihave now visited the site with representatives from the Scottish Courts Service and Parliament House, Ican confirm our agreement that the area coloured brown on the Plan should be included within the registered extent and that the statue of Charles II, which lies upon land owned by the Scottish Ministers, is maintained as part of Parliament House. We are not aware of any other party having an interest in the statue.



As discussed, Iwill write to the Society of Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland regarding the description in the Disposition in its favour of the bridge connecting the Society's buildings to Parliament House. If the Society is satisfied that the description in the Disposition is adequate, we agreed that we will need a full description of the bridge, as subjects to be excepted from the Scottish Ministers' title, rather than using a description by reference to the subjects in tbe Disposition in favour of the Society recorded GRS Midlothian on 2 September 1997.



Ltr-DerekHand-12.5.06



CCYESTOfl UTFEOFU



•4



\>



Many thanks for your assistance



in this matter.



Kind regards.



Catherine Wilson



Ltr-DerekHand-12.5.06 CYSTO**1"®0"*
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HISTORIC



SCOTLAND



ElVEOÿvfcÿ



Longmore House



Salisbury Place Edinburgh EH9 1SH Ms Catherine Wilson Legal & Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive Victoria Quay



EDINBURGH EH6 6QQ



*f V MAY 2006 J*



Direct Line: 0131 668 8828 Direct Fax: 0131 668 8822 Switchboard: 0131 668 8600 [email protected]



$ May 2006 Dear Ms Wilson Thank you for your letter of 26 April 2006 to the Agency's Chief Executive regarding the voluntary registration by Scottish Ministers of their title to Parliament House. 1have been asked to reply. Ican confirm that Historic Scotland have no title interest in either Parliament House or the statue of Charles 11 inParliament Square, Edinburgh.



You will appreciate however, that were Historic Scotland to have had an interest in either the property or statue, that title would be vested in Scottish Ministers. Yours sincerely



0



p. D M TULLOCH



Factoring Manager



Copy: Peter Bromley, Director of Properties in Care



vvvfw. historic-scotland.gov.uk



%



6DINBVRGH THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL CORPORATE SERVICES



LEGAL SERVICES DIVISION



Scottish Executive Legal & Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ



Date



May 2006



Our Ref



CONV/X7672/KMG



Your Ref



F.A.O. Catherine Wilson [*(



10 MAY



2006V]



Dear Sirs



PARLIAMENT HOUSE, EDINBURGH SCOTTISH MINISTERS I refer to your letter of 21 April 2006 enclosing copy of the Disposition of the Scottish Ministers' title to Parliament House and plan showing the area to be registered.



i confirm that The City of Edinburgh Council has no right, title or interest to any part of the land you are seeking to register. The City of Edinburgh Council consents to the registration of the Scottish Ministers' title to Parliament House.



Yours faithfully



for Council Solicitor



Council Solicitor



If telephoning please call - Ms Kathleen Gibb Tel: 0131-529 4148 Fax: 0131-529 4294 [email protected]



KMG.9.5.06(LE)



o



INVESTOR IX p£ort£



- Gill Lindsay City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ Legal Post 1 Edinburgh 8



—



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND eÿQlMS MA. b-A1.BA.



LAW DEPARTMENT



....



If telephoning, please ask for:



Ourref: EMK/MM/QO Your ref.



4th May 2006



Mrs Kemp.



Direct Dial No: 0131 240 2218



Email



Mrs Catherine Wilson Scottish Executive Legal & Parliamentary Services DX 557000 EDINBURGH 20



c



[email protected]



ÿgrOR's RECEIVED



Dear Madam



Edinburgh: High (St Giles) Scottish Ministers Parliament House, Edinburgh Iacknowledge receipt of your letter dated 26th April, with enclosure, regarding the above and note what you write.



The Church of Scotland General Trustees are the title holders of St Giles* Cathedral and Ienclose a copy of the plan attached to their title for your records. As you can, the title largely comprises the footprint of the building, together with the bays at the west and east ends and some small areas around the south side of the building, but does not include the footpath, which is the boundary shown on the plan attached to the Scottish Ministers' title. Please confirm the significance of the shading of the statue in blue, an area to the north of Parliament Square in brown and an area to the south of the property in pink, since there is no mention of these areas in the body of the deed. Iconfirm that the General Trustees have no objection to the voluntary registration, nor any right, title ' or interest to any part of the land which you are seeking to register. Yours faithfully



.



(



-



121 George Street Edinburgh EH2 4YN DX ED144 • LP 121EDINBURGH 2 0131 225 5722 f 0131240 2246 e [email protected] w www.churchofscodand.org.uk Depute Solicitor: Miss Mary E Macleod, LL.B.. N.P. Solicitor of the Church: Mrs JanetteS Wilson, LL.B., N.P. ÿ



Assistant .Solicitors: Ian K Johnstone, M.A., LL.B. Mrs Elizabeth M Kemp, MA., LL.B. Mrs Jennifer M Hamilton, BA, N.P. Mrs Elspeth Annan, LL.B., N.P. Miss Susan Killeaji, LL.B,, N.P.



Scottish Cliarity Number: SG011353



$



SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive Derek Hand Registers of Scotland DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20



Telephone-. 0131-244 0582 Fax: 0 13 f -244 0504 [email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk Your ref: MID83631/D HAND/FR Ourref: QGD112/25/CW 13 June 2006



Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, EDINBURGH TITLE NO; MID83631 Irefer to my letter of 12 May and write to advise on progress, Ireceived a letter dated 31 May from the WS Society advising that the Society wass reviewing the matter in conjunction with its Solicitors, Anderson Strathearn and that we should hear further from them shortly. To date Ihave not received any further correspondence.



Ialso wrote, as agreed, to the SSC Society and Ienclose a copy of the response. You will note that there may be some delay in progressing this matter as the Socety awaits advice from its legal advisers.



Yours sincerely



CATHERINE WILSON



Ltr-Hands-Parliatnenl House- 13.6.06



O



£5 ,n
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36e Society 9nii" Supreme Gour/s of Scof/atu Ms Catherine Wilson,



Scottish Executive, Legal and Parliamentary Services, Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive, DX 557000, Edinburgh 20.



From the Secretary IanL S Balfour, MA,LLB,BD, PhD, SSC SSC Library Parliament House 11Parliament Square Edinburgh EH1 1RF 6 June 2006



Dear Ms Wilson,



Your ref: QGDI 12/25 Scottish Ministers Parliament House. Edinburgh



Ithank you for your letter of 15 May, drawing attention to the ambiguity in the Disposition of 1997, of



which you kindly enclosed a copy. Iwas away when your letter arrived, but on my return, at the end of May, Ispoke to the commercial conveyancers in Balfour & Manson, where the deed was prepared.



Unfortunately, the person directly involved has now left the firm, and this has put the remaining conveyancers under considerable pressure, but one of them is going to look out the file and give methe information with which to answer your letter.



There seems to be a lot of sense in the Keeper's recommendation - 1am not a conveyancer, but to describe a buildingwith reference to its cafeteria, when the use of property often changes, seems a little short-sighted. Iwrite again soon as possible. Please continue to address letters to me at DX ED4, as on your letter of 15 May. Yours sincerely,



DX ED209 - 1 LP21 Edinburgh 2 [email protected] E-mail(confidential): E-mail(general): [email protected] E-mail: [email protected] Secretary Tel: 0131 337 2880 DX NO: ED 4 or LP12, Edinburgh 2 Library Tel: 0131 225 6268 Fax: 0131 225 2270



3\



SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive



Derek Hand Registers of Scotland DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20 Telephone: 0131-244 0582 Fax; 0131-244 0504 [email protected]



http://www.scotland.gov.uk Your ref: MID83631/DHand/FR Ourref: QGD112/25/CW 15 June 2006



Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, EDINBURGH TITLE NO: MID83631 Further to my letter of 13 June Ienclose a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Society of Solicitors in the Supreme Courts with detailed comments on the description of the subjects forming a bridge between Parliament House and the Solicitors Buildings, described in the 1997 Disposition in favour of the Society. You will note that the Society is content that the description accurately describes the subjects and they will not therefore require a new Disposition. They may however wish to comment on the proposed description of the excepted subjects to be contained in the Scottish Ministers' title. You will also note the second paragraph of the letter in which the Secretary has indicated that he would be happy to meet with you on site if you consider that would be helpful. If so, please contact Mr Balfour direct to make the necessary arrangements. Yours sincerely



CATHERINE WILSON



Let-Hand-l 5.06.06 sniMornYQ
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UAe Society of Solicitors SJnihe Supreme Qourh of Scotfazuf Ms Catherine Wilson, Scottish Executive, Legal and Parliamentary Services, Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive, DX 557000, Edinburgh 20.



RECEtveoÿs:ÿ



From the Secretary Ian L S Balfour, MA,LLB, BD, PhD, SSC SSC Library Parliament House 11 Parliament Square Edinburgh EH1 1RF



13 June 2006 Dear Ms Wilson,



Yourref: QGD1 12/25



Scottish Ministers Parliament House. Edinburgh



Further to your letter of 15 May, drawing attention to an apparent ambiguity in the Disposition of 1997, and further to my acknowledgement of 6 June, Ihad a word with the commercial conveyancers at Balfour & Manson and they recommended that Xhad a look at the building for myselfbefore pursuingthe query. Ihavedone so, and 1have to say that the 1997 Dispositionseems to me to covet the positionadequately, if not ideally. Two of the words in it (mentioned below) might have been better expressed, but Ido not see any need for a further deed. Ifthe Keeper, whoraised the question, would like to meet with meon fee site, Iwould be glad to arrange a meeting.



The Solicitors Buildings are on six floors, and the original 'bridge* is onthe top floor, which is correctly described as the * fifth floor above the ground or street floor*. The original 'bridge* goes straight across, level, because the ground floor of Parliament House (that is, the High Street level) matches exactly fee top floor of the Solicitors Buildings. \



The Parliament House Buildings now connect to the Solicitors Buildings at two levels. The second 'bridge*, the one described in the 1997 Disposition (built in 1972), does not go straightacross, level, as the plan attached to the 1997 Dispositionshows - there is a stair down, as part of the 'bridge*. Itstarts in Parliament Houseat the 'Cafeteria onthe floor below the ground floor* (that is, one floor down from the HighStreet) but, descending the stair, ends up at the third floor (not the fourth floor) above fee ground or street floor of the Solicitors Buildings.



There is a fourthfloor inthe block that links the two Buildings, but it is not a 'bridge'; it isaccessed only from the Parliament House end, and it is a men's lavatory. (When Iused to practice inParliament House, the space that now forms the second (1972) 'bridge' was the men's lavatory and the facility on fee fourth floor was for ladies.) As there is still a Cafeteria at fee same place as described in the 1997 Disposition, and as it seems likely to stay there, perhaps that will suffice as a description without the need for a further deed at this stage.
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The words that might have been better expressed are; (1) the word 'bridge'. To me, that implies something with air above it and air below it. The block that links the two Buildings is solid, from ground to top, and 'walkways' or 'corridors' might havebeen a betterword to describe the links at the top floor (originally) andthe third floor (1997 Disposition). The Disposition starts off by describing it as a 'walkway or bridge', but thereafter refers to it as 'the Bridge'; it may not be the ideal way to describe the links, but the position is clear to anyone looking at the Buildings. (2) the words 'immediately beneaththe original bridge' inthe 1997 Disposition.The 1972 'bridge' is not immediately beneath the original bridge. The original one leads to the fifth floor (above the ground or street floor') of the Solicitors Buildings. As mentioned'above, there is a fourth, floor in the block that links the two Buildings, which'is accessible only from Parliament House, and which is (and probably always has been) a lavatory. The new 'bridge' is below the lavatory, and is correctly described in fhe 1997 Disposition as going through to the third floor of the Solicitors Buildings. However, as with the first point made, the position is clear to anyone looking at the



Buildings. So, to answer your letter, Iam satisfied with the position, but I appreciate that the Keeper may wish to except the subjects from the Scottish Ministers* title by way of a detailed description rather than by reference to the description in the Disposition in favour of the Society. At the moment, thered line on the draft Disposition seems to me to exclude the whole of the block that links the two Buildings, but the granting of the 1997 Disposition implies that the block (or at least the upper floors of it) is owned by the Courts and that it was necessary to give our Society a title to the new 'bridge' after it was built in 1972. The position of the ground, first and second floors of the linking block might need to be checked, as I could not readily see whether they were accessed from the Court or from our building, (the ground, first and second floors of it are let to the Cowgate Backpackers' Hostel). One redline may not suffice for a complex building with floors at different levels in different parts!



would like to be kept advised of developments, and Iwill put a copy of the correspondence with the I Title Deeds, for the benefit of future generations. Yours faithfully



DXED209- 1 LP21 Edinburgh 2 0131 225 6268 Fax: 0131 225 2270 E-mail(confidential): [email protected] E-mail(general): [email protected] E-mail: [email protected] 12, Edinburgh 2 4 LP or NO: ED Secretary Tel: 0131 337 2880 DX
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Site visit re Bridge between Solicitors Building and Parliament House Contact: Mr I Balfour, MA, LIB, BD, PhD, SSC



t refer to the attached correspondence dated 15 June 2006 and the letter from Mr IBalfour regarding the Bridge connecting Parliament House and The Solicitors Buildings. A site visit was undertaken on Tuesday 27 June 2006 to establish the correct level of the beforementioned Bridge. On our original visit to Parliament House Mr Hand and myself were shown only the one Bridge which was confirmed as existing on the fifth floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the



ground floor of Parliament House. Following Mr Balfours letter some ambiguity arose as toÿ the correct level of the said Bridge and the existence of another Bridge on a lower level.



The attached copy Disposition, recorded 2/9/97 was confirmed by The Scottish Executive as being the title deed to the Bridge In question. However from the information collected from our original visit to the property I could not accurately tie down the Bridge as shown on the plan attached to the said deed. Following our second visit to the properties it has been established that two Bridges exist between the properties. The'otd*Bridge, which Is in the title of the'Soiicitors Buildings, is the same bridge which we confirmed on our site visit as existing on the fifth floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the ground floor of Parliament House.



The second Bridge, being the'new) bridge disponed' to The Solicitors Buildings in the said Disposition, exists on the third floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the lower level , (-1 below ground level) of Parliament House. On our site visit it was also established that there is infact a mezzanine level between the ground floor and the lower level of Parliament House which houses Toilets. This level belongs to Parliament House and should be Included within their title. Derek, as discussed I have prepared a print to accompany your proposed letter to The Scottish Executive, which shows the extent of Parliament House as tinted pink and the Mezzanine level which houses the Toilets belonging to the subjects as tinted blue.



Lesley 28/6/06
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REGISTERS OF SCOTLANO



Executive Agency



Vriÿ



Information about Scotland's land & property



Reply to



rScottish Executive



Edinburgh office



Department MBH 2



DX557000



Contact Derek Hand Telephone: 0131 528 3832 (DD) Fax: 0131 200 3931 Email: [email protected] DX 555400, Edinburgh 15 1LP 54, Edinburgh 5



Our Ref: MID83631 / DHAND / FR Your Ref: QGD 112/25/CW



Date:



OSSE Victoria Quay Edinburgh - 20



3rd July 2006



Dear Sir, Title Number: Applicants: Subjects:



MID83631 SCOTTISH MINISTERS VICTORIA QUAY, LEITH DOCKS, EDINBURGH. Parliament House, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH.



I refer to my letter of 12th April and your replies dated 26 April, 12 May, 13 June and 15 June 2006. I acknowledge that Historic Scotland, the Church of Scotland and the Local Authority have



confirmed that they have no objection to the extent you are seeking to register and that you are still awaiting confirmation from the Writer to the Signet. With regard to the bridge linking Parliament House to the Solicitor's Building I arranged a site visit on Tuesday 27th June with Mr Balfour to try and establish the correct level Bridge. On my original visit to Parliament House 1was shown only the one Bridge which was confirmed as existing on the fifth floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the ground floor of Parliament House. This bridge I was lead to believe was the 'new' bridge referred to in the 1997 Disposition.



Following my second visit to the property it has been established that two Bridges exist between the properties. The 'original' Bridge, which Iexamined on my original site visit as existing on the fifth floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the ground floor of Parliament House. The second Bridge, being the 'new' bridge disponed to The Solicitors Buildings in the 1997 Disposition, exists on the third floor of The Solicitors Buildings and the lower level , (-1 below ground level) of Parliament House.



It was also established that there is a mezzanine level between the ground floor and the lower level of Parliament House which houses Toilets. .



Meadowbank House 153 London Road Edinburgh EH8 7AU rti:013l 659 6111 MX: 0131 479 3686 [email protected] web: wvvw,ros.goy.uk



email:



150 Si. Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5UU 306 4400 FAX: 0141 306 4419



TEL: 0141
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I have prepared a print which shows the extent of Parliament House tinted pink and the location of the two bridges tinted blue.



Ipropose to describe Parliament House as the land tinted pink and blue on the Title Plan with a note stating that the two bridges connecting Parliament House with The Solicitors Buildings at ground level and level -1 of Parliament House with the fifth and third floors of The Solicitors Buildings both tinted blue on the Title Plan are not included in this Title. I would be most gratefuf if you could confirm this description meets with the approval of both The Scottish Ministers and The Society of Solicitors.



Yours faithfully



Derek Hand for Keeper of the Registers of Scotland



SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive



Derek Hand Registers of Scotland DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6Q.Q Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20 Telephone: 0131-244 0582 Fax:0131-244 0504



[email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk Yourref: M1D8363 1/DHAND/FR Ourref: QGD



112/25/CW



13 July 2006



Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO MID83631 Thank you for your letter of 3 July enclosing a plan showing the extent of Parliament House tinted pink and the location of the 2 bridges connecting the building to the solicitors' buildings tinted blue. Iconfirm that the plan and description you are proposing is acceptable to the Scottish Ministers. I have written to the Society of Solicitors and shall let you know when Ihave their confirmation that the description is also acceptable to them.



Yours sincerely



CATHERINE "WILSON



Ltr-Hand-13.7.06 GB KYUToaiNrsofu
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive



Derek Hand Registers of Scotland DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EHG 6QQ Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20 Telephone: 0131-244 058Z Fax:0131-244 0504



[email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk Your ref: M1D8363 1/DHAND/FR Ourref: QGD 112/25/CW 24 July 2006



Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO MID83631



Irefer to my letter of 13 July and enclose copy letter from the Secretary of the SSC Society confirming that the proposed description is broadly acceptable to them, subject to two minor comments.



Yours sincerely



CATHERINE WILSON



Ltr-Hand-24,7.06
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Catherine Wilson Scottish Executive Legal and Parliamentary Services Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ



Reply to Department



Edinburgh office MBH2 Complex



Lesley Cann Contact Telephone 0131 659 6111Ext 3161 DX555400, Edinburgh! 5/LP-54 EDIN-5 Date



26 August 2006



Our Ref: MID83631/FR/LC Your Ref: QCD 112/25/cw



Dear Sirs,



Title Number: MID83631 Subjects; Parliament House, High Street, Edinburgh



I refer to your letter dated 24 July 2006 and to our subsequent telephone conversation regarding the above subjects.



As discussed the letter from Ihe Secretary of the SSC Society was not enclosed with your letter dated as above and therefore Iwould be grateful if you would submit same in order that any further investigation may be carried out by the Keeper. • I f you require any further any information please do not hesitate to contact me.



Yours faithfully



Lesley Cann



Registration Officer



LA
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE Legal and Parliamentary Services Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive



Lesley Cann



Victoria Quay Edinburgh EH6 6QQ Hays DX 557000 Edinburgh 20



Registers of Scotland DX 555400



Telephone: 0131-244 0582 Fax: 0131-244 0504



EDINBURGH



[email protected] http://www.scotland.gov.uk



Yourref: MID83631/FR/LC Ourref: QGD112/25/CW 28 August 2006



Dear Lesley



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO: MID83631 Thank you for your letter of 28 August. Inow enclose copy letter from the Secretary of the SSC Society with apologies for failing to enclose this with my letter of 24 July. Yours faithfully



Catherine Wilson



Ltr-L.Cann.28.08.06
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Uke Society of Solicitors 9n ike / WIS IUL 21 Supreme Gourts of Scotkffÿÿ___ Ms Catherine Wilson, Scottish Executive, Legal and Parliamentary Services, Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive, DX 557000, Edinburgh 20.



From the Secretary Ian L S Balfour, MA, LLB, BD, PhD, SSC SSC Library Parliament House 11 Parliament Square Edinburgh EH1 1RF 14 July 2006



Dear Ms Wilson, Yourref: QGD 112/25/CW Scottish Ministers SSC Society Parliament House, Edinburgh



Ithank you for your letter of 13 July, with enclosures.



Subject to two comments, which Iam certainly not going to press if the Keeper thinks otherwise, this Society is satisfied with the position as set out in the Keeper's letter to you of 3 July. (t) He talks about the original bridge going to the fifth floor of the Solicitors Buildings. It is the 'fifth floor above the ground or street floor', or, if you count from the ground, it is the sixth floor, (2) He proposes (penultimate paragraph) to say that the two bridges 'are not included in this Title*. Would it be bad conveyancing practice to go on and add in brackets: 'they are owned by the SSC Society'? Yours faithfully



DX ED209 - 1 LP21 Edinburgh ÿ Library Tel: 0131 225 6268 Fax: 0131 225 2270 E-mail(confidential): [email protected] E-mail(general): [email protected] E-mail: [email protected] Secretary Tel: 0131 337 2880 DX NO: ED 4 or LP12, Edinburgh 2
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Scottish Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) Group B Transport, Culture and Procurement Division



The Scottish Government



T: 0131-244 0582F: 0131-244 0504 [email protected]



Derek Hand Registers of Scotland DX 555400 EDINBURGH



Yourref: MID83631/DHAND/FR Ourref: QGD112/25/CW 20 May 2008 Dear Derek



THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS PARLIAMENT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH TITLE NO MID83631 1 refer to previous correspondence in connection with the voluntary registration of the above subjects and would be grateful if you would let me know how the registration process is progressing.



Yours sincerely



CATHERINE WILSON
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