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First of all, please be aware that if you wish to read this book, clearly marked volume two, then it only makes logical sense to read volume one first. You will not understand this book if you do not read the first volume, Primitive Mythology, beforehand. It's that simple. Campbell weaves an ornate tapestry with this series, and you have to start from the beginning of the thread to see how it all weaves together. Moreover, he introduces many invaluable foundational concepts in the first book that he uses in the second book without redefining, because he's assuming that you read the first book. If you didn't, then that's your burden to bear, and not Campbell's. Second, this is a difficult book. I'll just put it out there right now. If you're expecting an easy-tofollow textbook on the basic stories and myths of these cultures, then you're reading the wrong book. This book is not an enumeration of major myths, but rather an anthropological and philosophical analysis of the flow of concepts and ideas that gave birth to those major myths. This is not a book merely of "what," but also of "why" and "how." I'm not saying that you have to be familiar with every major myth of every culture before reading this wonderful series, but it does help to have at least a cursory understanding of the major religions and mythologies. Campbell does a great job of concisely relating the basic points of the myths he's discussing, so there's really nothing to worry about, but just be aware that you're not always going to get the play-by-play, and if you're looking for that, you should consult a different book. Continuing with the fact that this is a difficult book, I will also say that the language and the arguments are quite advanced, so be prepared for a book that's intellectually challenging, rather than summer reading. You get the hang of it after a while, but definitely skim some pages of the book before buying, to see for yourself if you'd feel comfortable with the reading level of this book. Personally, I'm OK with reading it in just about any season, but maybe that's just me. Now that I'm done ranting, I can get to the fun stuff. The biggest reason why you should read this series? It will change your life. It will reveal new histories and modes of thinking to you that you never thought existed. It will show you firsthand the story of humanity, in all its victories and tragedies, and more importantly, in all of its interconnectedness. All of mythology is different variations on the same theme, as Campbell shows. You can also tell just from reading how excited Campbell is about the whole subject, and his sense of awe and wonder, present even after spending his entire life studying this strange story we call mythology, will definitely rub off on you. I've realized things about myself, about humanity, and about life that I never would have if I hadn't have read these books. Please, do yourself a favor and read these books, but just like the mythological hero as of old, proceed only if you're ready for the challenge and adventure! (And not to mention, if you're ready to buy volume one, first!) 5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Dated but readable summation By H. Lim Mr Campbell was clearly well-read and thought deeply about mythology. That comes through in his attempt to summarise here what exactly is unique about oriental mythology and religion. For those only familiar with Campbell from the TV show "Power of Myth", Campbell can seem like someone who only wants to bad-mouth the enforced duality (good vs evil) of the Western mythologies, and to praise the more ego-smashing mythologies of the East. But this book shows a much more even-handed approach. You might be surprised here to find Campbell criticising many aspects of Eastern religion, such as the downplaying of individuality (to an extreme extent in the case of the Jainists) and his statements that modern Hindus can be just as eager as



fundamentalist Christians to plaster over inconsistencies in the history of their religion. He also does not hold back in criticising human sacrifice and the practice of Suttee. Nevertheless, Campbell retains a strong appreciation for the unification of the pairs of opposites (especially good vs evil) that occurs in Eastern religion, whereas surviving Western religions tend to treat the opposites as irreconcilable. In Campbell's thesis, a belief in the creative force of the universe as an impersonal, roiling, dark substrate of the universe, before which even the gods cease to matter, is vital to all the Oriental mythologies. In its purest form this leads to a seeking "within" through yoga and meditation. Thus, Campbell looks at this princple in the Egyptian mythology (Ptah's creative force is said to be a universal substratum of reality), Sumerian myth (the myth of the flood, now known as Noah's flood, was originally a regular activity throughout the universe, destroying everything after a set number of milennia), and Hindu myth. In particular, Campbell, argues that the "really important" Hinduism stuff, the yoga and introspection leading to the destruction of the ego and appreciation of Brahman, was something that -predated the Rig Veda and was a sort of rebellion against it by Southern Indians. I have many criticisms of this book. For one thing, Campbell bases the pre-existence of yoga in the Indus Valley Civilisation on a couple of doubtful Indus era seals with yoga-like postures depicted. Also, Campbell treats Egyptian mythology as fundamentally eastern and opposed to Judaism/Islam, even though we now know that the Egyptian culture and language was as Semitic as Hebrew. Finally, Campbell treats the Indo-European invasions as something that was subverted and amended by the underlying principles of yoga from pre-Indo European days. This seems to be more an excuse for not treating Hinduism as something that is Indo-European in origin (and thus run the risk of being connected closely to Greco-Roman paganism). Nevertheless, a fascinating read. If you ever wanted to know why the religions of Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism and Jainism always seemed oddly and fundamentally "different" to Western religions, a poke around this book will reveal why. The idea that one should extinguish the ego and become one with Brahman is a remarkably different idea from anything in Western religion. On the other hand, expect a critical stance from Campbell, one that does not hesitate to point out some issues with such an attitude, and thus showing that perhaps Western religion is no more flawed that any other! See all 28 customer reviews...
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