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1



INT. FUNERAL PARLOR - DAY



1



On the porcelain slab lays JUDGE SOMERS (70ish). There are various glass bottles of different hues. A Victrola spins. The Undertaker’s tools litter the counters. A young, pudgy UNDERTAKER is organizing his tools. He lays out a scalpel, tweezers and unwinds a rubber tube. WHEELER (O.S.) What do you recall about Judge Somers? Any fond memories? TOWNSFOLK #1 (O.S.) Nice man. Married me and my wife in ‘01 The Undertaker shakes out a shirt cut down the back. WHEELER (O.S.) Is there any specific memory about Judge Somers you’d care to share? He lays out a pair of black socks. TOWNSFOLK #2 Such a sweetheart. Quiet, nice man. We’re sure gonna miss him. The Undertaker combs Judge Somer’s thin white hair. WHEELER Anything specific? He applies flesh colored makeup to the Judge’s cheeks. TOWNSFOLK #2 Sweet old man. Always remembered your name. The young undertaker stands in the mirror. He is tieing a tie much too long for him. He takes it off. WHEELER (O.S.) Mr. Bradley, Joe Wheeler, Spoon River Gazette. Can I have a minute of your time? MR. BRADLEY (O.S.) Oh would you like to know about the new store?



(CONTINUED)



2. 1



CONTINUED:



1 WHEELER (O.S.) Actually I wanted to see what you remembered about the late Judge Somers? MR. BRADLEY (O.S.) Fine man. Did the closing on my house back when he was still just a lawyer. Friendly to the business community. WHEELER (O.S.) Anything else? Maybe something personal? MR. BRADLEY (O.S.) Sure just come down to Bradley’s next week for the grand opening.



The Undertaker’s hands are flatten the buttons on the corpse’s shirt. He pinches the creases on the corpse’s trousers like the tops of tents. He finds a change purse and puts it on the counter with the rest of the Judge’s effects. A pocket watch, a small bible, a fountain pen. 2



INT. NEWSPAPER OFFICE - DAY



2



GILL BRECKER (late 40’s, grey) sits at a cluttered desk chewing an unlit cigar. Sweating through his white shirt, suspenders undone. BRECKER Wheeler...Wheeler? WHEELER! Wheeler get your ass in here! Wheeler enters Brecker’s office. BRECKER Wheeler. Update? WHEELER Well...uh...let’s see. Wheeler fishes out his pad and pencil from his back pocket. He flips carelessly.



(CONTINUED)



3. 2



CONTINUED:



2 WHEELER (CONT’D) “Nice man.” “Nice old man.” “Quiet sweet old man.” “Kinda guy who remembered your name.”



He pause Oh, and Marcus Bradley thought I wanted to interview him about his new store. BRECKER Go try the courthouse Wheeler Brecker takes an imaginary pull from his unlit cigar. Blows the imaginary smoke. WHEELER It’s after four. BRECKER So? Just get something down besides, “quiet, sweet, old man.” WHEELER Four? Four PM? They’re closed. Till Friday. BRECKER Right. Right. Right. Right. Well I’ve been frazzled since I quit. WHEELER Those things’ll kill you boss. Brecker clears his throat, half chokes, slaps his chest. BRECKER Well keep asking around. Local judge dies, town paper has to have a proper obituary. Spoon River’s a bunch of nice folk. Write something nice. WHEELER C’mon Gill. This ain’t news. What’s up with the girl, the Painter girl? Brecker crushes out his unlit cigar in a clean ashtray.



(CONTINUED)



4. 2



CONTINUED: (2)



2



BRECKER (annoyed) The girl from Oil City? Williams is on it. WHEELER Williams?! He’s a hack. A murdered girl? That’s news. BRECKER Look Joe, this is 1, 2, 3. Get it done and on my desk by Monday. WHEELER Ugh! Williams! Yeah. Well this is boring, nobody in town cares about some old crotchety Judge. I rather watch grass grow. BRECKER These people read obits Joe. You’ll get your shot. WHEELER Well let me do Painter’s obit. That’ll sell papers! Ohio’s not exactly vivacious Gill. BRECKER Wheeler, it’s an obituary. A hundred words. Get me a hundred words lickety split or you’re fired. Back to Boston. Dorchester. Whatever.



WHEELER BRECKER



Brecker flips through the papers on his desk. BRECKER (CONT’D) Where are my glasses? On your head. Frazzled.



WHEELER BRECKER



(CONTINUED)



5. 2



CONTINUED: (3)



2



Wheeler leaves Brecker’s office as he shuts the door... CUT TO: 3



INT. SPOON RIVER CITY HALL



3



Wheeler’s heels click as he enters the cavernous hallway and comes to the desk. A homely, youngish woman with cateye glasses sits at the desk. CATEYES Can I help you Sir? WHEELER Joe Wheeler. Spoon River Gazette. I’m looking for some census records. CATEYES Spoon River proper or something out in Mahonig county? WHEELER Uhm. Proper. I’m looking for any living kin of the recently deceased Judge Somers? Addresses, occupations, anything really. CATEYES (sweetly) Judge Somers? Oh I heard. He was such a nice man. I’ll have to check. Give me a minute. Cateyes goes off into the back. Wheeler leans against the desk humming to himself “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling”. He whistles the tune. WHEELER (to himself) ...when Irish eyes are smiling...sure they’ll steal your heart away... Cateyes returns. CATEYES The late Judge has no living family in Spoon River and none in Mahonig County...



(CONTINUED)



6. 3



CONTINUED:



3 WHEELER (cutting her off) Nothing? Nobody? CATEYES I’m sorry Mr. Wheeler.(She pauses) Did you all find anything about Emily Painter? That boy she went with, I went to school with him. Brute of a man. WHEELER I’m not working that one, sorry.



Cateyes hands Wheeler a small scrap of paper. CATEYES I do have an address for a Julius Somers in Venango County, Pennsylvania. WHEELER Venango County? Where in Venango County? Oil City?



CATEYES



WHEELER Oil City. Hmph--You got a phone? CUT TO: 4



INT. PHONE BOOTH - CITY HALL - NIGHT



4



Wheeler gnaws on a lit cigarette in the tight quarters of the phone booth. WHEELER Operator? 3-7-3-1. OPERATOR (O.S.) One moment please. Wheeler blows a plume of Chesterfield smoke. WHEELER Gill? Yeah. Mhm. Yeah. Listen. Where was Painter’s family from? Why? No I’m not working that story. Why? Cause. Judge Somers? (MORE)



(CONTINUED)



7. 4



CONTINUED:



5



EXT. FANNY SOMER’S PORCH - DAY



4



WHEELER (CONT'D) Nobody knows anything here. Mhm. Yeah, Monday. Yeah. O.K. Bye.



5



Wheeler knocks on the door. WHEELER Hello? Mr. Somers? Are you in there? Wheeler looks around. He peers through the window. He goes to leave. The door opens. Standing there is FANNY (70) wrinkled and old. Ms. Somers?



WHEELER (CONT’D)



FANNY I’m Fanny Somers. WHEELER Joe Wheeler. Spoon River Gazette. Is Julius in? FANNY Julius died a number of years back. 1915 Mr. Wheeler. Pneumonia I’m afraid. WHEELER I’m sorry to hear that Mrs. Somers. I’m doing an obituary for Judge Somers? FANNY Eustice is dead? Please, come in. 6



INT. NEWSPAPER OFFICE - NIGHT



6



Gill Brecker is sleeping at his desk. Wheeler storms in. WHEELER Gill! Wake up! BRECKER Ah! Jimney Crickets! I’m up! WHEELER How did Emily Painter die?



(CONTINUED)



8. 6



CONTINUED:



6 BRECKER Argh. Uhm. She was strangled. Why? WHEELER Any sign of a struggle? Was she missing anything? BRECKER Police report says she was strangled. Nothing missing. WHEELER Where is the body? BRECKER The undertaker I suppose. Funeral’s not till Monday. I told you, Williams is on it! WHEELER Same place as Judge Somers? Yes, why?



BRECKER



WHEELER You know what a banshee is Gill? CUT TO: 7



EXT. FUNERAL PARLOR - PORCH - NIGHT



7



Wheeler pounds on the Parlor door. The portly Undertaker answers. 8



INT. FUNERAL PARLOR - BASEMENT - NIGHT



8



Wheeler, Brecker and the Undertake descend the stair case. Wheeler and Brecker wait as the Undertaker wheels out two gurneys. Wheeler points to the body of EMILY PAINTER. The Undertakes lifts the sheet covering her revealing her ghost face. Wheeler points to his own mouth.



(CONTINUED)



9. 8



CONTINUED:



8 Mouth.



WHEELER



The Undertaker opens Emily’s mouth to find a COIN. He hands it to Wheeler. Wheeler hands it to Brecker. Irish money?



BRECKER



Wheeler points to the body of Judge Somers. WHEELER (CONT’D) Where’re personal effects? The undertaker gives a little box to Wheeler and Brecker. They open it and find a change purse. The men look at each other. Irish coins. Wheeler pulls out an old newspaper article from his coat. He pulls out a clipping. WHEELER (to Brecker) Read it. BRECKER Altoona Daily Times Sept 88, mysterious coin found at crime scene. He pulls out another, hands it to Brecker, Brecker reads. BRECKER Pittsburgh Eagle, Jan 89, Irish coin found in victim’s mouth. He pulls out another for Brecker. BRECKER Youngstown Gazette, March 89. Irish Coin killer still at large... Brecker walks over to Emily’s body. He looks down. BRECKER You got one of them Chesterfields? FADE TO BLACK.



























[image: Pennsylvania  Services]
Pennsylvania Services












[image: pennsylvania statewide 2016 - RealClearPolitics]
pennsylvania statewide 2016 - RealClearPolitics












[image: pennsylvania statewide 2016 - RealClearPolitics]
pennsylvania statewide 2016 - RealClearPolitics












[image: Pennsylvania  services]
Pennsylvania services












[image: PENNSYLVANIA STATEWIDE 2016]
PENNSYLVANIA STATEWIDE 2016












[image: Pennsylvania - The College Board]
Pennsylvania - The College Board












[image: COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ... - PDFKUL.COM]
COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ... - PDFKUL.COM












[image: Pennsylvania]
Pennsylvania












[image: friday - University of Pennsylvania]
friday - University of Pennsylvania












[image: COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ...]
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ...












[image: IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ...]
IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ...












[image: Pennsylvania Snowmobile Law Brochure.pdf]
Pennsylvania Snowmobile Law Brochure.pdf












[image: Eastern Pennsylvania | South Jersey | Delaware Line Card]
Eastern Pennsylvania | South Jersey | Delaware Line Card












[image: 2016 racetrack casino benchmark report - Pennsylvania Gaming ...]
2016 racetrack casino benchmark report - Pennsylvania Gaming ...












[image: COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ...  Accounts]
COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA ... Accounts












[image: A4 Letterhead - Pennsylvania State Employees' Retirement System]
A4 Letterhead - Pennsylvania State Employees' Retirement System












[image: The Liberty Bell, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]
The Liberty Bell, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania












[image: Press Release York, Pennsylvania, USA ... - Graham Engineering]
Press Release York, Pennsylvania, USA ... - Graham Engineering















Pennsylvania Banshee.pdf






We're sure gonna miss him. The Undertaker combs ... He takes it off. WHEELER (O.S.). Mr. Bradley, Joe Wheeler, Spoon. River Gazette. Can I have a minute. 
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