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EFL University Ph.D. Cultural Studies Entrance Test Model Paper Time: 3 hours



Max Marks: 100



Instructions 1. Write your Admit Pass No. in the boxes provided in the answer book. Do not write your name anywhere in the answer book. 2. Write all your answers only in the answer book(s) provided. 3. There are four sections (A, B, C and D) in this question paper. Answer only as many questions as specified at the start of each section. SECTION A Write a response of about 1000 words to ANY ONE of the following: (1 x 30= 30 marks): 1. “Democracy cannot exist without the rule of the majority, but, equally, it cannot exist as only majority rule, unmodified by other, subtler, juster, latent, equitable principles which make it not only the most acceptable, but also the most delicate and perishable among forms of modern governance.” How you make sense of this statement? Elaborate your views through a discussion of events and trends in contemporary Indian political life. 2. Comment on the “popularity” of cinema in India, highlighting what sets it apart from other cultural institutions of national modernity. 3. Do you view the relation between the disciplinary fields of English Literature and Cultural Studies primarily in terms of an expanded range of objects of study, or as a break in the modes and objectives of analysis? Explain with examples that illustrate your argument. 4. Critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of Marxist theory in making sense of contemporary social life and political movements. SECTION B Read the passage below and answer ALL the questions that follow, in not more than 150 words each. (5 x 5=25 marks) The market town of Arni is the central place for more than a hundred villages in northern Tamil Nadu. The volumes of freight flowing through Arni by lorry transport speak of an economic base still dominated in the 1990s by bulky raw materials: rice accounts for 60 per cent of traffic, groundnuts for 20 per cent, provisions for 10 per cent, rice husk (a by-product of milling destined for solvent oil extraction elsewhere) for 4 per cent, and bricks and firewood for 5 per cent. The exceptions are high-value silk and consumer goods, which account for 1 per cent of volume […] By late 1993 the transformation of its economic base over the previous decade had been nothing short of astonishing. A number of agricultural and ‘traditional’ artisan activities, such as brass



vessels beating, the sewing of leaf plates, cobbling and the repair of leather irrigation equipment (activities feeding into the livestock economy and animal traction), had declined signiﬁcantly or disappeared altogether. Agricultural inputs ﬁrms had stagnated as had agricultural production. But the main activities that had comprised the town’s economic base 10 and 20 years earlier had consolidated their position: rice mills had doubled in number, as had food wholesaling ﬁrms and durable consumer goods retail units. Urban silk manufacturing units had increased by 50 per cent and surged into the countryside. Deregulation had led to a threefold increase in fuel depots. Increased urban and rural incomes had generated demand for a 30-fold increase in businesses dealing in non-food agricultural products – from textiles through medicines to ﬂowers. New commodities are of two types, those new to everyone (IT, cable TV), and those new to low-caste rural people previously denied access to them on grounds relating to caste status and poverty (for example, silk clothing). The town’s space is also being configured in novel ways, to such an extent that the place is now an institutional melting-pot for the surrounding rural region. New businesses attest not only to the metropolitanisation of the local economy and culture but also to its rapid globalisation. New telecommunications technologies have appeared: satellite and cable TV (and ways to poach it), and new telecommunications rental markets have spread throughout the urban area, along with courier services, Xerox and video libraries (some lending ‘blue’ videos). Although high technology is extremely vulnerable given the initial absence of supporting services for repair, insurance, and so on, new technology does allow elite firms to scale up their reach and complexity. Long-distance trade now extends from point to point throughout the entire national territory. Silk and rice firms have become specialised in particular kinds of product. Arni rice, for instance, is a niched ‘brand’ of lightly parboiled fine rice [ … ] The new technologies, however, destroy existing sectors and their labour forces. Cable TV threatens the patronage of cinemas. Global brands of cool drinks turn the local manufacturers of ‘kalar’ (‘colour’: local aerated drinks) into retail trading agents. Offset printing destroys local presses; autorickshaws put cycle rickshaw pullers out of business. Lorries combine with the electrification of fields to destroy demand for cattle in traction and water-lifting, and to put bullock hirers out of work [ … ] Auto sales and rentals, tourist cars and van businesses have responded to local piety, curiosity and incomes (for tourism is inextricably linked with pilgrimages and shrine-hopping). Prominent expansions of hotels, bakeries and sweets stalls and booths indicate new patterns of ‘commensality’. All these developments have added to the institutional complexity of the town. Arni has the remnants of an occupation-based caste system in which endogamous castes can be seen as organised in loose hierarchies and where several alternative and overlapping hierarchies coexist. Several different principles structure these hierarchies: 1 the vedic orders – in which outcastes are ranked lowest and considered separate by many, and in which kshatriyas (consisting of warriors) and vaisyas (traders) are either self-styled as such, or have migrated from elsewhere (for there were none locally); the caste population is dominated by sudras (farmers) and a vestige of Brahmins (priests); 2 diet (vegetarian; meat-eaters (in turn non-beef and beef eaters)); 3 religion (Hindus, Jains, Christians and Muslims, each with endogamous subdivisions and dietary markers); 4 region of ‘origin’/ language (that further subdivide Jains and Muslims); 5 the political categories (‘backward’, ‘scheduled’). [ … ] Trade associations proper are often quite recent in origin, defined very precisely by commodity or activity and composed of scaled-up, ‘economised’ caste associations. While their representative role may wax and wane, lie dormant or react to threats, the economic role of these associations has evolved to become much



more elaborate and permanent. Indeed, the urban economy cannot now operate without these hybrid socioeconomic institutions. Those controlling the local commanding heights (jewels, gold, rice, wholesale food, silk, lorries, buses and cinemas) operate independently of the State, setting wages, determining the division of tasks and contractual forms, fixing other aspects of the contract (the length of the working day and week, the extent and frequency of days of rest, the terms of employment of women and children) and managing labour disputes. They also fix rates in derived markets (raw materials, porterage, sweeping and where possible money and credit, even to the extent of controlling licensing and accreditation); they carve exclusive territories and spatial monopolies, calibrate weight and measures, set rules of dress and behaviour, determine the limits on over capacity (on overcrowding in cinemas, on the overloading of buses and lorries); they fix the norms of delay on payments, and the scales of bribes and the limits of acceptance for fines. Last but not least, in the case of gold and rice, they organise the collective physical security and public hygiene without which market exchange and transfers of property rights cannot take place. In this town so far, then, castes show few signs of the erosion in their economic roles that Panini and others see as the outcome of liberalisation. Instead, caste is being selectively reworked. In this reworking caste is far from being a ‘thing of shreds and patches’, but it also cannot simply be explained in the universalistic terms of the new institutional economics either. Caste is being reworked to mean quite different things in the local economy according to the economic position of the castes concerned. So there is a distinctive interplay between the economy and caste associations (and the occupational associations that have evolved from caste associations), which reveals the flexibility of caste – the distancing of caste from religion, but the adding of economic regulative functions both to the institution of caste per se, and to the formal caste associations. The very fact that the economic and political roles of caste can be distinguished in their ‘dual culture’ shows that there remains a loose hierarchy in which the social solvent of market exchange operates least vigorously at the bottom, where social disadvantage is most entrenched [...] Trade unions independent of caste or political parties are almost non-existent. So it is not surprising that there is very little evidence of organised protest about working conditions, in spite of the fact that, as the major business associations reported in the late 1990s, the town was close to full employment. It is the State, not labour unions, which by law ensures that labour standards are enforced. The town itself is not construed by its elite as being segmented into conflicting interests, despite the fact that this is easily shown. Rather, it is presented as a unified entity, backed up by corporate-urban organisations acting as a unified body, composed of parts among which there is no conflict, or only ‘sporadic conflict’ (which is how the tense and competitive relations between vanniars and SCs are described) [ … ] In certain castes, occupations with a long history of caste-identification are vigorously defended for a mixture of purposes (such as social identity, insurance, trust and economic reputation, job security and credit), but not because they are seen as the way to express the interest of a class. The commodity labels under which many people operate signal the relative status of the traders and the commodities traded. But they carry no necessary implications for class position, because these labels (tailors, goldsmiths, autorickshaw drivers) are used by workers as well as owners. Caste has become an instrument to regulate economic participation, as well as to position people in a ranking of status, and the opposition between classes is suppressed. Of course caste-based business associations are not always active and the collective wage agreements of employers are not always enforced. But there is a structural asymmetry between capital and labour as far as class consciousness is concerned. The capitalist class has a strong identity, reinforced by an ideology about the duties of the local elites in promoting urban welfare. By contrast, labour has a very weak perception of its class identity due to the absence of political representation and due to the pervasive presence of caste.



—Barbara Harriss-White, India Working: Essays on Economy and Society 1. How have new commodities and technologies changed social life in Arni since the 1990s? 2. Describe the “several different principles” that structure social hierarchies in Arni. To what extent do such “principles” operate in the city/town/village you currently live in? 3. Why does the author disagree with some sociologists on the outcome of liberalization? To what extent do you agree with her assessment of the “social solvent of market exchange”? 4. According to the author, in what ways has caste become an “instrument” in towns like Arni? Do you feel this is part of a wider national trend? Explain why. 5. To what extent do you agree with the author’s conclusion regarding the “structural asymmetry between capital and labour as far as class consciousness is concerned”? SECTION C Provide translations for ANY FIVE of the following English terms in any Indian language known to you and write a short essay (500 words) on the problem posed by language for the practice of Cultural Studies in India. (1 x 20 = 20 marks) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.



Aesthetics Individual Prejudice Secular Power Liberalism Class Discipline Gender



If you find that there are no equivalents for some words, write about why you think that may be so. If you are unable to translate these words into any language due to lack of training, reflect on this fact and what kind of advantage/disadvantage it constitutes for studying culture.



SECTION D Write short notes (150-200 words) on ANY FIVE of the following: (5 x 5= 25 marks) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.



Developmental discourse The significance of “green” economics Critical cosmopolitanism The personal and the political Gender justice and human rights Intellectual Property laws in the developing world Annihilation of caste The bureaucracy as a “universal class” Identity and epistemology
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