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Greetings, dear friends! Greetings, esteemed delegates and honorable guests, I would like to thank Georgian Dream—Democratic Georgia for the confidence vested in me. To me, chairing the ruling party is a great responsibility and, frankly, a serious political challenge. Support and trust from my colleagues, partners, and fellow party members multiplies tenfold my responsibility. I am committed to serving my homeland and make an all-out effort to ensure our country’s progress and development. I am honored to chair the party that emerged in one of the hardest periods in Georgia’s modern history, having played a vital role in ensuring the state’s development. I would like to thank Mr Bidzina Ivanishvili, the founder of Georgian Dream and its first chairman, who established a political force that made a tremendous difference by assuming power after winning a peaceful election, which marked an unprecedented event in Georgia’s history. Our party, albeit still young, has passed every stage in political life. Over a short period, despite persecution and intimidation, Georgian Dream has transformed from a rookie opposition party into a ruling party, having made an invaluable contribution to the development of Georgia’s statehood. I would like to thank Mr Irakli Garibashvili who led the party through a very difficult and responsible period, and, as prime minister, continued the country’s development. I would like to thank our political team, the Political Committee, and each member and supporter of the party who have withstood trials and tribulations to serve the country and promote Georgia’s restoration. And of course, I am deeply grateful to our people who have exhibited strength, selflessness, and democratic maturity. Dear friends, Four years into the party’s establishment, we can state with all assuredness that we have solved numerous problems, overcome many difficulties and, most importantly, amid high tensions, averted a threat of retaliation facing our country. Retaliation has never been our aim. We believe that the time of revenge is long gone, as it equals regress and stagnation. Time will pass and, I believe, our people will see to themselves that we are right. We only aim to ensure the country’s peaceful and consistent development and our citizens’ well-being. It should be credited to our leaders’ political will and the merit of each and every one of you that we have successfully staved off this major threat of civil confrontation facing our country. Have these four years been flawless? I have to be straightforward with you; the answer is in the negative, which is only natural for a young party. However, we have never shied away from admitting our errors and facing the truth. I must state that every decision we made was guided by our love for our homeland, and this is the ultimate value that will continue to sustain us in our decisions in the future. Fortunately, we have tackled a number of difficulties, which enables us to take on new challenges, to make far-reaching plans and new tasks, to commit ourselves to transforming ourselves into a modern European party. And this is our top priority today. We must make it known that we stand strong in our democratic path by, first of all, respecting democratic values within the party. Democratic governance is the European way of life, and this is the path we are pursuing, and this means strict party discipline and individual responsibility more than anything else. The party’s clear vision of vital issues facing the country must be acceptable to everyone, and everyone must respect this vision and take in the team’s decisions. This will keep the party robust, especially since we are in charge of governing the country. We must make it known that we are united by clear aspirations and an unequivocal political vision of both domestic and foreign policies. Our party’s foreign policy trajectory is in full harmony with the Georgian people’s historical will to be part of Europe, and this is not a mere political choice, but a philosophy we share with Europe, which involves our longing for freedom and safety, greater opportunities for all, and a better life for our citizens. This is exactly why we have embarked on a path to the European Union and NATO, and we will never sway from this path. WWW.GD.GE



I avail myself of this opportunity to thank our supporters in this undertaking, our Western friends and the European Union, who have been supportive of Georgia and the Georgian people for years, also our strategic partner, the United States of America, for standing by our country in this challenging period. Georgia prizes its relations with its neighbors in the region. We are doing our best to break the deadlock in our relations with Russia, taking steps to restore trade, transport, and humanitarian ties. I reiterate that our relations cannot be normalized at the expense of Georgia’s independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. This will never happen, and this is where we stand. We seek to free Georgian territories of occupation and reunite the country. We must become a democratic, stable, and economically attractive state to engage our Abkhazian and Ossetian citizens. They must be able to enjoy the same benefits as we enjoy today and will enjoy in the future, including, of course, visa-free travel to Europe. And this is exactly the way, through rapport and reconciliation, to reclaim our brothers and sisters and reunite Georgia. We aim to ensure the best possible living standards for our citizens without exception, to protect their rights and freedoms, and provide them with space for self-realization. Over the past three years, given the gloomy legacy inherited by us, we have succeeded in addressing the basic needs of our citizens. Thanks to our policy, many have survived both physically and mentally. It would suffice to mention our unprecedented hepatitis C program that has saved thousands. Our country has not seen such care and support from the state in decades. Our steps seeking to promote agriculture, small and medium businesses, and entrepreneurship, as well as the government’s support in many other fields, created immense opportunities that materialize on a daily basis. These three years paved a way for us, enabling us to set greater and far-reaching goals to ensure the country’s rapid economic development, which will surely result in the creation of new jobs and general prosperity. What we offer our citizens today are our tax reform and promotion of entrepreneurship, economy-oriented education, properly functioning infrastructure, and effective governance, which make up the European way of life, and this is what makes Georgia a European state. Making this vision a reality takes political will, and we do have political will and sufficient resources to make a huge difference in the lives of our citizens. We seek to overhaul our system of education. We plan to reconsider relevant approaches and introduce a labor market-oriented system of higher education. Our graduates should never face the problem of unemployment because of a lack of demand and excess supply. Our goal is to have just as many specialists as required in the country. In addition, one of our primary goals is to ensure the country’s rapid infrastructural development by expanding the East-West and South-North trade corridors and making full use of Georgia’s potential as a connector between Europe and Asia. We must also take advantage of our tourism potential, which will once again have a tremendous impact on the well-being of our people. This is what we offer our citizens, and this is what will mark a milestone in our country’s progress and development. At the same time, we will continue vitally important healthcare and social projects. However, even in this department we plan to be more rational, namely pursuing greater differentiation that is providing greater help to those who require it most from the state. The state is obligated to make sure that fewer citizens require aid, and this is our ultimate goal. I have given much thought to this issue, and I have come to believe that promoting local production and introducing the spirit of entrepreneurship is the best answer. This is how new business, new jobs are created, and this is how unemployment is eradicated. We are launching a program for startups to finance promising, innovative, interesting business ideas and proposals and to provide state support to those who currently lack relevant financial resources. I hope that young people will be particularly fascinated by this idea. It will enable them to implement business ideas and realize their potential to the fullest extent. WWW.GD.GE



I urge all novice entrepreneurs and particularly young people to get involved in this process and start implementation of your business ideas. Unique opportunity is provided to you, I urge you to seize it - we will support you. You are the future of this country – these opportunities are designed for you! Dear friends, Our economy as well as Georgian politics is in need of fresh energy and vision. Our Party confronts the new agenda that has been offered by the modern reality with a renewed team. We are ready to respond to these goals and challenges. It has to emphasized that nobody’s credits will be lost. Our unity in the future is also vitally important. We have to solve numerous challenging tasks and this can be achieved only through our solidarity. We will see many new faces and numerous professionals amongst us in the near future. I am convinced that they will bring completely distinctive positive dynamics to our party and Georgian politics as a whole. As a chairman of the Georgian Dream party I undertake complete responsibility for the activities of the team and I will spare no effort to ensure that this is a team of successful people that selflessly serves to our country. I would like to avail myself of this opportunity and address the delegates of the convention, representations of the Georgian Dream fractions of the Councils; view this as your assignment – starting from tomorrow, conduct direct meetings with the population, identify specific problems on the ground to ensure that we have even more complete information regarding the needs of our people and we are ready to react. Ladies and Gentlemen, Soon our country will enter the pre-election regime. As you are aware, the coalition members decided to participate in the elections separately. This is absolutely conventional, democratic political process. Today, I would like to thank everyone who has undergone this challenging period with us. Today we are given an opportunity to participate in the elections separately and provide more options to our constituents. It is vitally important and I would like to conduct pre-election campaign in the healthy competitive rather than hostile environment. We will conduct upcoming elections in line with all democratic standards. We achieved this during the previous two elections and will accomplish in the given case as well. As a Prime Minister of the country, I will ensure that all political actors have equal rights and ability to conduct pre-election campaign in free environment. I would like to wish success to everyone who strives for the better future of Georgia. Now, in line with the provisions of the Charter and decision of the Political Council, I would like to present amended composition of the Political Council of the party for the election. You may know some of them quite well: Secretary General of the Party - Mr. Kakha Kaladze Mr. Giorgi Volski Mrs. Manana Kobakhidze Ms. Eka Beselia Mr. Irakli Sesiashvili Mr. Irakli Tripolski Mr. Temur Chkuaseli Mr. David Saganelidze Mr. Nodar Khaduri Mr. Zviad Kvachantiradze Mr. Gedevan Popkhadze Executive Secretary of the Party Mr. Irakli Kobakhidze shall also join the Political Council
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I would like to present the new members of the Political Council and briefly introduce each of them to you. Mr. David Bakradze – who, most likely does not require particular introduction. He is a member of our team, the Government and is one of the exceptional ministers. Unfortunately, Mr. Bakradze is not in Georgia today – he is on a business trip in the US. He successfully manages European and Euro-Atlantic direction and I am convinced that he will be equally efficacious in his new role. Mr. David Koghuashvili – He holds master of law degree from the US based university; he is an EU-assigned chief adviser of the Government on the international trade relations; the US State Treasury adviser on the customs reforms; he is holder of the US House special awards for his contribution to the development of democracy. He is also no stranger to politics - he was MP and founder of the “New Rights” party. Mr. Mamuka Mdinaradze - lawyer, doctor of law. He has extensive experience in legal consulting, acting Chair of the organization “Lawyers Alliance”. Ms. Irene Pruidze – Ms. Irene holds Master of Social and Political Sciences degree and I consider that she does not need a special presentation. She is, so to speak, famous intellectual (Five-time champion, of” What? Where? When? “, owner of the crystal owl). Mr. Roman Kakulia - an international relations specialist. Head of the EU programs department. Ms. Sophie Kiladze - international public law specialist. Deputy Rector of the Academy of Ministry of Interior. She has initiated number of legislative changes and has extensive experience in this area. Mr. Akaki Zoidze – Mr. Akaki holds degree from Columbia University. He is a leading researcher at the World Health Organization. Mr. Zviad Gonadze - Deputy Foreign Minister, he is a Master of Economics, with significant working experience with the international financial organizations. Throughout the years of formation of Georgia’s statehood immediately after regaining its independence, he has ushered number of international financial organizations. Dear friends, I believe that we will gain the victory. This strong belief is rooted in our unity, renewed team, fresh energy, specific plans as well as clear vision that is trusted by our people who do not doubt that each step of Georgian Dream serves to the empowerment of our nation! We will achieve our goal and through stable development of the country will bring prosperity to each and all! As a chairman of the Georgian Dream party, I am convinced that Georgian Dream will assertively win the elections - we will win together! And hence, our motherland will gain victory! Thank you for your kind attention!
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