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The Buzz from the President: Spring is here, despite a few cold mornings, and that means your bees are building populations and the chances of swarming increase. Make sure your bees have plenty of space to expand to suppress swarming. On the other side of the equation, if bees are swarming, be ready to either trap or recover swarms. Have your traps in place and check them often and have your recovery gear ready to go in case you get a swarm call. Checkout this blog entry by Linda about recovering a swarm. http://beekeeperlinda.blogspot.com/2012/03/decatur-swarm.html



If you trap or recover a swarm please get a picture or two and bring it to the next meeting to share. There’s nothing better than a beekeeper success story. We have a board meeting next month following the regular meeting. All are welcome to attend and provide comment or input. We will be discussing the future direction of the club and other behind the scenes business. As always if you have any questions, comments, or concerns about the club you can contact me via email or phone. Steve Altom [email protected] 404-946-8330
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Meeting Minutes: Polk County Beekeepers Meeting Minutes Saturday, March 3, 2018 10 AM Attendance recorded by Lisa McNamara, Secretary. 19 members were present, plus 3 guests. Meeting presided over by Steve Altom, President. Steve began the meeting by welcoming the new members who joined in February, Beverly and Dalton Benefield and Joseph Stacknik. He introduced Sophia Price from the Chattooga County Bee Club, our GBA Board member, and Greg Gray from the Rockmart Welsh Fest. The reading of the minutes was waived, since we post them on the website. Motions to waive and approve were made and seconded by Brian Fisher and Alan Dryden. Larry Dooley gave the Treasurer’s Report. Our balance was $755.03. On the topic of club finances, Steve proposed that we begin to collect membership dues in April. Dues will be $20, or $30 for a family. You will get a membership card as a receipt. John Foran moved to accept this proposal and Brian seconded. During the meeting we collected $140 in advance dues payments. Steve announced coming attractions: the next Board meeting will be April 7, after the regular meeting; the Young Harris Beekeeping Institute program will be May 10-12; the North Alabama Beekeeping Symposium will be August 18. Our own club picnic will be on May 5, replacing the regular May meeting. It will be at Steve’s Apiary. Proposed activities include a hive inspection, so bring your bee gear, and of course lots of food! Alan volunteered to coordinate. Congratulations to Steve – he passed the exam for Journeyman Beekeeper at the Alabama Master Beekeeper program. The Georgia Honeybee License Plate bill is still working its way through the State Legislature, passed by the House and waiting for Senate approval. When it is approved we should go through the GBA to order them, because the GBA fronted the $25,000 required for the first thousand, and they would like to get their money back. A new Tractor Supply store has opened in Cedartown. We need a volunteer to contact them to find out if we can set up an outreach table, maybe sell some honey. If they have a Trade Day we could participate in that. Please let Steve know if you are interested. Greg Gray from the Welsh Fest invited us to bring honey to their black jar contest. The festival is on March 17. There will be fun and games, including a bike ride on the Silver Comet. They are also in need of a honey judge. Weyman Cowan is our most knowledgeable member on this topic.



Polk County Beekeepers



2



Monthly Newsletter March 2018 For the presentation portion of the meeting, Steve talked about Swarm Season: how to trap swarms, both from your own hives and as a bee removal service. Our extension agent, Ricky Ensley, will notify us if they get any calls to remove swarms, so let Steve know if you’re interested in participating. Free bees! Steve, Devon, and Brian all brought nuc boxes that they had made to house swarms. Once you have caught them you can seal the entrance, but John recommended putting some brood in the nuc – if they have brood they will stay with it and make a queen, they won’t swarm again. Open discussion focused on winter losses and varroa mite control. Everyone has had losses this winter. John said that split hives survive better because a split disrupts the brood cycle, and this knocks back the mites. Weak bees that were damaged by mites earlier in the year will die over the winter. If there are not enough bees left, they can’t stay warm. Starvation can also be a factor if there is not enough food or if they can’t get to it. Mite control options discussed included fogging with oxalic acid dissolved in high-proof alcohol, a heater from Thermal Industries, a Varroa Gate that rubs formic acid on the bees, and experiments with shop towels soaked in oxalic acid. Also possibly the use of Russian and/or VSH queens. At the end of the meeting, Steve mentioned another volunteer opportunity. He is going to do a presentation about bees to a classroom of Head Start pre-schoolers on March 29. He would like someone to come assist him, dressed up in a bee suit. Please let him know if you’re interested. Everyone agreed this was a good meeting. See you next month!
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Announcements: The next regular meeting is April 7th 10am at the Cedartown Library. We will have a guest speaker Derick Forester of Forester Farms and Apiary.



We will begin collecting membership dues at the April meeting. You will receive a membership card signed by the Secretary as a receipt. You must be a dues paying member to remain on our membership roster to get these mailings and participate in our club events. Dues are $20 Individual / $30 Family



Club Spring Picnic is May 5th. Plans are being finalized. The club will provide meat and participants should bring a side dish. Alan Dryden is working on this and he will let us know the final details.



New Beekeepers please note! If you would like mentoring this upcoming season please let Steve Altom know [email protected] . We can hook you up with someone in your area that can help you.



Please bookmark our website to get the latest meeting information: http://tinyurl.com/polkbees



If you are on Facebook please join our Facebook group. It’s called Polk County GA Beekeepers if you search. Here is a direct link-> https://www.facebook.com/groups/412619729114477/



One shiny new hivetool will be given out at the next meeting to the FIRST person to announce out loud in the meeting that they read the newsletter and give the date and location for the Fall GBA meeting.
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Upcoming Events: Regular Meeting Saturday April 7th @10am



Polk County Beekeepers Spring Picnic



May 5th 10am @ Steve’s Apiary



Young Harris Beekeeping Institute May 9th – 11th http://www.caes.uga.edu/departments/entomology/research/honey-bee-program/yhc-uga-beekeeping-institute.html



North Alabama Beekeeping Symposium August 18th (Decatur, AL) I went to this last year and had a great time and the cost was only $25.00. I will be going again this year. More info as it becomes available.



Polk County Fair This will be sometime in September. Alan has been talking to the Exchange Club about us getting a booth for public outreach at no cost. This would be over several days so we will need volunteers to work shifts. More to come…



Alabama Beekeepers Annual Convention September 21-22 (Clanton, AL) This will be held at Jefferson State Community College. http://alabamabeekeepers.com/



Georgia Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting September 27-29. (Cumming, GA) This will be held at the Forsyth Conference Center. http://www.gabeekeeping.com
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