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Positive shapes vs Negative Shapes
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Your Project



Positive Negative Found Object



Find an ordinary object lying around that has a very distinctive Shape Something that you will be able to recognize the silhouette of Something whose shape is not too simple
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Using a sharp pencil and a 12” x 18” piece of best drawing paper, trace around the outline of your object
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND AS YOU TRACE AN OBJECT



Be sure you keep your pencil perpendicular to the table when tracing



IF you angle your pencil as you trace on a curved object (like the bottom of the hammer handle) it will look like…
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Move the object around all over your paper and trace around it so that it fills the space up well Overlap your tracings frequently Go over the sides of the paper
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Erase all lines where they overlap



Notice that there are some very long connected shapes
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Be careful not to overlap them too much as you’re tracing, or you won’t be able to make out what it is when you erase the overlaps.
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Now, find a unique way to divide your paper up into different shapes
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Draw those lines over your traced objects Use a ruler if you are using straight lines Measure things so that it looks planned
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Now, select two very different colored markers



Starting on one side of your drawing, determine which area is positive and which is negative
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Alternating your colors, in each section that you’ve split your drawing into, color the positive shapes one color and the negative shapes the other color
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Keep alternating positive and negative shapes in each consecutive division that it’s split into



Positive Negative Found Object



Notice that there are no two shapes touching each other that are the same color
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STUDENT EXAMPLES
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Avoid the following



Not recognizable object



Too Simple of an object



Colors too Similar



Not recognizable



Perhaps too close together before the lines were erased



More than two colors



Objects don’t connect



Not recognizable – probably an eraser or keychain or something
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Questions?
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