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PRESS RELEASE CONTACT: Jennifer Lewis, Managing Director 703-934-0163, ext. 213 703-359-7562, fax [email protected]



September 7, 2015



The Association for Women in Mathematics Awarded National Science Foundation ADVANCE Grant The Association for Women in Mathematics (AWM) has been awarded an ADVANCE grant in the amount $750,000 from the National Science Foundation to support the project Career Advancement for Women Through Research-Focused Networks. The project is funded for five years and will focus on establishing research networks for women by fostering research collaborations at conferences and AWM Workshops. The Research Collaboration Networks for Women which will be built and supported by AWM are modelled on the successful WIN Network, (Women In Numbers) in number theory, which ran collaboration conferences at Banff International Research Station (BIRS) in 2008, 2011, and 2014. WiSh, WhAM!, WhAM!2, WINE, WIT, WIG, WINART, Women in Math Biology, and Algebraic Combinatorixx are research networks in other areas of mathematics based on the same model which have already been launched and will be supported by AWM through this grant. To build and sustain such networks, AWM will organize a series of conferences and workshops aimed at fostering research collaborations. These networks are spawned at Research Collaboration Conferences for Women (RCCWs), which are week-long conferences, held at mathematics institutes, where junior and senior women come together to work on pre-defined research projects. The role of AWM will be to expand the number and scope of the RCCWs and to organize a series of follow-up events to help sustain and grow the resulting networks. Each year, AWM Workshops at the annual Joint Mathematics Meetings and SIAM Meetings will bring together women from one of the Research Collaboration Networks, along with some recent PhD’s in the field, to showcase their work and encourage continued collaboration and mentoring. AWM will also organize biennial Research Symposia, with high-profile Plenary Speakers and Special Sessions in research areas linked to the Research Collaboration Networks. AWM also plans to publish the proceedings volumes from the RCCWs in a newly launched joint AWM-Springer series, and to host websites for the networks in each of the various research areas. A social science component of the grant will study the efficacy of this model for advancing careers for women in mathematics and science. The 2016 AWM Workshop at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in Seattle will be supported by the grant and will feature a special session on Algebraic Combinatorics. At the SIAM Annual Meeting in July 2016, the AWM Workshop will serve as a follow-up to the research collaboration conference WhAM! (Women in Applied Mathematics) with a special session entitled Dynamical Systems with Applications to Biology and Medicine. More information about the Career Advancement for Women Through Research-Focused Networks project will be available on the AWM website www.awm-math.org
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